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PREFACE 

In it> Tarions aspects our strnggle for independenoe 
has bom the beguming ezoited the attention and 
received the critioal study of historical scholars, 
and is a never-failing souroe of dlsonssion and spec- 
ulation. From sooialf oommeieial, political, diplo- 
matio, and military points of view this interesting 
field has been worked over most thoronghly. Yet 
the maritime activities of the war, exoqtting the 
more brilliant episodes, have been snbjeoted to no 
sooh ezhaostive inqniiy, althongh the importance of 
their bearing npon military movements, foreign r^ 
lations, and oommercial intercourse is manifest. In 
the archives of onr country and in those of England 
and France, as well as in private collections, news- 
papers, and elsewhere, will be found a large amount 
of material hitherto only partiaUy utilized. In the 
preparation of this work these ori^nal sooroes of 
information have been explored in the effort to meet 
in some measure the present need of more adequate 
treatment. 

For ud and advice in this search, the writer is 
greatly indebted to the ofBoials of the Library of 
Congress, the Navy De^tartment, the Boston PnUio 
library, the Harvard College Library, the Massa- 
obnsetts Historical Society, the Massaobiuetts State 
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Idbraiy — ArohiTes Division, the HiBtorioal Soci- 
ety of Fennsylvania, the New York Pnblio Library, 
the Boston Athensenm, the Ess^c Inatitnte, the 
American Antiquarian Sodety, the Bostonian So- 
ciety and Marine Museum, and to many other per- 
sons. He is under partioolar obligations to Profes- 
sor Edward Cbaiming, of Harvard University; to 
Charles W. Stewart, Esq., Superintendent of Li- 
brary and Naval War fiecords, Navy Department ; 
to Robert W. Keeser, Esq., Secretary of the Naval 
History Sodety; to Dr. Charles O. Patillin, of the 
George Washington Universi^; and to Charles 
T. Harheck, Esq., and James Barnes, Esq., of New 
York. 

Gabdneb W. Allen. 

B06TOK, Manil^ 1913. 
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A NAVAL fflSTORT OF THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 



THE OFENINQ OF HOBTILITIBS, ITTS 

The Americans of the eightewth centtuy wen 
notably a ntaritime people and no better sailors v&n 
to be found. Tbe Britiali ooboies vere olose to the 
sea, and were distant from eaob other, scattered 
along a coast line of more than a thousand miles ; 
so that, in the absence of good roads, interoommma- 
icadon was almost altogether by water. The ocean 
trade also, chiefly with England and the West 
Indies, was extensive. Fishing was one of the most 
important industries, especially of the northeastern 
colonies, and the handling <d small vessels on the 
Banks of Newfoundland at all seasons of the year 
truned latge numbers of men in seamanship. The 
whale-fishery likewise fumiBhed an unsurpassed 
school for mariners. 

A comiderable proportion of the colonists, there- 
fore, were at home upon the ^ea, and more than 
this they were to some extent practjoed in mari- 
time warfare. England, dtuing the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, was at war with various 
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2 NAVAL HISTORY OP THE KETOLDTION 
foreign natiooB a great part of the time, and almost 
from the begiDniDg of the oolonial period Amencao 
pnTateeis and letters of marque scoured the ocean 
in search of Fr«ich or Spanish prizes. La^ fleets 
were fitted oat and manned by prorincials for the 
expedition under Phipe againat Quebec in 1690 and 
for Pepperrell's successful descent upon Louisburg 
inl745. Privateering during the French and Indian 
War of 1764 furnished a profitable field for Amer- 
ican enterprise and gave to many seamen an experi- 
ence which p^KiT«d of service twenty years later. 
Even in times of peace tiie prevalence of piracy 
necessitated vigilance, and nearly evety merchant- 
man was armed and prepared for resistance.^ 

It would seem, then, that American seamen at 
the opening oE the Revolution had the training and 
experience which made them the best sort of raw 
material for an efficient naval force. The lack of 
true naval tradition, however, and of military disci- 
pline, and the poverty of the country, imposed limit- 
ations which, bother with the overwhelming force 
of the enemy, seriously restricted the field of enters 
prise. Nevertheless the patriotic cause was greatly 
aided and independence made possible by t^ activ- 
ities of armed men afloat. 

The navigation laws of Great Britain were nat- 
urally unpopular in the colonies, and their stricter 
' See Weeden'a Economic and Soda! Hittory ofNae England, 
clu. T, ix, xiT, xri ; and Atlantic MouiMy, September and Ootober, 
1861, for jounul of Captain Norton of Newport, 1T41. See Appea- 
diz I for antlioritieB. 
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THE OPENING OP HOSTILITIES, ITIS 3 
enforcement after the peace of 1768, tc^;ether with 
the imposition of new ouBtomB duties, led to almost 
aniversal efforts to evade them. In 1764 the 
British schooner St. John was £red upon by !Rhodo 
Islanders, and in 1769 the aimed sloop Liber^, 
engaged in the suppression of smuggling, made her- 
self so obnoxions to the people of Newport that 
they seized and bomed her. In 1772 the schooner 
Gaspee, on similar du^, was stationed in Narra- 
gansett Bay and caused great annoyance by stopping 
and examining aU vessels. The people were exas- 
perated at the arrogant behavior of her commander, 
who in many cases exceeded his authoritjr. On the 
9th of June, as the Giaspee was chasing a vessel 
bound from Newport to Providence, she ran aground 
about seven miles from Providence ; she was hard 
and fast and the tide was ebbing. After nightfall 
a party of men in boats descended the river from 
Providence and attacked the schooner. After a 
short contest, in which the commanding officer of 
the Qaspee was wounded, she was captured. The 
prisoners and everything of value having been re- 
moved, she was set on fire and in a few hours blew up. 
Little effort was made to conduct this affair secretly, 
and yet in spite of the diligent inquiry of a court of 
five comitiissionerB, all of whom were in sympathy 
with the British ministry, no credible evidence could 
be adduced implicating any person ; showing a 
practical unanimity of feeling in the colony .i 
> B. I. COons Btcordi, vi, 427-430, yii, &5-ld2; BartUtt'i 
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1 NAVAL HI8T0KT OP THE REVOLUTION 

The first public Berrioe afloat, under B«Tolation> 
arj autliority, was perhaps the voyage of the achooner 
Quero of Salem, Captain John Derby, despatched 
to England by the Massachusetts Provincial Con- 
gress with the news of the Battle of. Lexington. 
She suled April 29, 1776, some days later than 
General Grage's official despatches and arrived at 
her destination nearly two weeks ahead of them.' 

Early in May, 1775, the British sloop of war 
Falcon of axteen guns. Captain John Linzee, 
seized two American sloops in Vineyard Sound ; 
<« on which the People fitted oat two Vessels, went 
in Pursuit of them, retook and brought them both 
into a Harbour, and sent the Prisoners to Taunton 
Gaol."a 

The islands in Boston Harbor bad long been used 
by tiie colonists for pasturage and were well stocked 
with cattle and sheep which the British troops in 
the town took measures to secure for their consump- 
tion. Soon after the battle of Lexington they suc- 
ceeded in carrying off all the live stock on Govern- 
or's and Thompson's Islands. The Americans, May 
27, with the intention of forestalling similar raidB, 
landed between two and three hundred men on Hog 
Island who attempted to bring off the cattle and 

Datmaum of the Gatpee; Staples'* Dutmctuin of Oe Oatptt; 
Ghauning'B XtnUtd Stata, iii, 124-127, IGl. 

1 Eaex laitUate CoiUctitmt, Jannary, 1900; CSiaficrji Uagaiine, 
September, 189S. 

■ Keu! England Chronicle, May IS, 17TG ; ATotrican Archive*, 
Sniei IV, ii, 608. 
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THE OPENING OF HOSTILITIES, 1776 6 
sheep, while a detachment of abont thirty men 
crossed over to Noddle's Ishuid (East Boston) for 
the same purpose, when " about a hnndred Begnlars 
landed upon the hat mentioiied and pursued our 
Men till they had got safely back to Hog Island ; 
then the Regulars began to fire reiy briskly by 
Platoons upon our Men. In the mean time an armed 
Schooner with a Number of Barges came up to Hog 
Island to prevent onr People's leaving said Island, 
which she could not effect ; after that several Barges 
were towing her back to her Station, as there was 
little Wmd and flood Tide. Our People put in a 
heavy lire of small Arms upon the Barges, and two S 
Pounders coming up to our Assistance began to play 
upon them and soon ol^ged the Baizes to quit her 
and to carry oft her Crew ; After which our people 
set Fire to her, although the Baizes exerted them> 
selves very vigorously to prevent it. She was burnt 
[the next day] upon the Way of Winisimet Ferry. 
We hav« not lost a single Life, although the Engage- 
ment was TOry warm fnan the armed Schooner 
(which mounted four 6 Pounders and 12 swivels), 
from an armed Sloop that lay within Beach of Small 
Arms, iram one or two 12 Pounders upon Nod- 
dle's Island, and from the Barges which were all 
fixed with swivels." < The American loss was four 
wounded, one of whom died two days later ; that of 
the British was said to be twenty killed and fifty- 
wounded. The stock, amounting to over four hnn- 
' Bctton Oaxttu, Jnna B, 177& 
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6 NATAL HISTORT OF THE REVOLCTIOK 

dred sKeep, about thir^ cattle and some horses, 
weie brought away by the proTincIals. During the 
siege ctf Boston varioos other attempts, sncoeBsfnl 
aod anBQccessful, were made to bring away lire 
gtodi from the islands of the harbor, therein re- 
dndng the possible sources of food supply of the 
British shut up in the town.^ 

Josiah Qoincy in a letter to John Adams, dated 
S^>tember 22, 1776, proposed a plan for making 
the investment of Boston complete and so forcing 
the capitulation of the besi^ed British army. His 
proposal was to build five forte, three of them on 
liong Island, so placed as to command the channels 
of the harbor, including the narrows which were 
guarded by the enemy's men-of-war in Hantasket 
Beads ; these diips could be driven out by the fire 
of the forts. He would then sink hulks in the nar- 
rows. No ships oonld thenceforth paas in or out 
and "both Seamen and Soldiers, if they dont escape 
by a timely Flight, must become Prisoners at I>ia> 
oretion." Quincy also thought that " Bow Gallies 
must be our first mode of Defence by Sea." ^ 

Near the eastern frontier of Mtune, in a utuation 
most exposed to British attack, lay the little sea- 
port of llachias. The one staple of the town was 

' Smnnei'B HiHoTI of EiM Botton, 367-389 ; FrotUnKham's 
iSf«^ of Bottim, 108, 109, 225 j Grean'i Three liUiiary Diariei, SQ ; 
Almon's BememirarKtr, i, 112 ; Amer. Axchiret, IV, ii, 719 ; Bot- 
ton Otaette, Jane 6, XTVi; N. E. Chrimitit, Haj 26, Jima 10, Jolf 
27, October 6, 1776. 

* Adavu MSB. 
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THE OPENING OF HOSTILITIES, 177E 7 
lamber and this the iuliabitaiits ezclmiiged at Bos. 
ton for the Tarions empplies they needed. In the 
spring <A 1775 food was scarce, for the previoDs 
year's crops had failed. Consequently a petition, 
dated May 25, was sent to the General Court or 
Provincial Coi^ress of Massachusetts at Water- 
town, begging for provisions and promising to send 
back lumber in return. News of the fight at Lex- 
ington and Concord had latdy reached Machiaa 
and had stirred the patriotism of the people, who 
in spite of their isolated position, were in the main 
devoted to the provincial cause and had their com- 
mittee of safety and correspondence. A committee 
of the General Court reported June 7 in favor of 
sending the provisions. Meanwhile Captain Icha- 
bod Jones, a merchant engaged in trade with Mf^ 
chias, had proceeded from Boston to that place with 
two sloops, the Unity and the Polly, loaded with 
proTisioQB and escorted by the armed schooner Mar- 
garetta under the command of Midshipman Moore of 
the British navy. I^ey arrived June 2 and Jones 
took measures to procure a return cugo of lumbw 
for the use of the British troops in Boston. As the 
only means of obtaining the much needed ivovisions 
it was voted in town meeting, notvrithstanding tiie 
opposition of a lai^ minority of stanch patriots, to 
allow Jones to take his lumber. He proceeded ac- 
cordingly to distribute the provisions, but to those 
only who had voted in his favor. The patriots, un- 
der the lead of Benjamin Foster and Jeremiah 
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8 NAVAL HISTOBT OF THE BEVOLUTION 
O'Brien, w«ie determiDed to prevent the shipping 
of the lamba to Boston. On Sunday, June 11, an 
nnsoooessfcd attempt was made to capture Jones 
and the officers of the Margaietta vhile at church. 
They took the alarm and Jones fled to the woods, 
where he was taken some days later; the officers 
escaped to thdr vesseL Moore then threatened to 
bombard the towu.^ 

«' npcm this a party of oar men went directly to 
stnp^g the sloop [Unity] that lay at the wharf 
and another party went oS to take possession of the 
other sloop which lay below & brought her up nigh 
a wharf & aucbored in the stream. The Tender 
[Maigaretta] did not Are, but weighed her anchors 
as privately as possible and in the dusk of the even- 
ing fell down & came to within musket shot of 
the sloop, which obliged our people to slip their 
cable & run the doop aground. In the meantime a 
considerable number of our people went down in 
boats & canoes, lined the shore directly opposite 
to the Tender, & having demanded her to surrender 
to America, received for answer, ' fire & be damn*d *; 
they immediately fired in upon her, which she re- 
tamed and a smart engagement ensued. The Ten- 
der at last slipped her cable & feti. down to a small 
sloop conmianded by Capt. Tobey & lashed herself 
to her for the remainder of the uigbt. In the morn- 
ing of the 12th she took Capt. Tobey out of bis 
vessel for a pilot & made all the Sful they could 
> CM. MaiM Hilt. Soc, vi (Atiril, 1BS&), 13^180. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



THE OPBHINO OF B08TIUTIES, 1776 » 
to get off, as the wind & tide favored ; but haviiig 
oarried away lier main boom and meeting vith a 
sloop fiom the Bay of Fnndy, they came to, robbed 
the sloop of her boom & gaff, took ahuoet all her 
proTisiona together with Mr. Bobert Avery of Kcnr- 
wich in Connectlcnt, and proceeded on their Toy- 
age. Our peo|^ seeing her go off in the monung, 
determined to follow her. 

" About forty men armed with guns, swords, axes 
& jntoh forks went in Capt. Jones's sloop under the 
command of Capt. Jeremiah O'Brien ; about twenty, 
armed in the same manner & under the command 
of Capt. Benj. Foster, went in a small schooner. 
During the chase our people built them breastworks 
of pine boards and anything they oould £nd in the 
vessels that would screen them from the enemy's 
fire. The Tender, upon the first appearance of our 
people, cut her boats from her stem & made all 
the sail she could, but being a very dull sailor they 
soon came up with her and a most obstinate en- 
gagflULcnt ensued, both sides being determined to 
conquer or die ; but the Tender was obliged to yield, 
her Capt. waa wounded in the breast with two balls, 
of which wounds he died next morning. Poor Mr. 
Avery was killed and one of the marines, and five 
wounded. Only one of our men waa killed and six 
wounded, one of which is since dead of his wounds. 
The battle was fought at the entrance of our har- 
bour & lasted for near the space of one hour. We 
have in our possession four double fortifyed three 
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10 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTION 
pounders & fourteen swivels aad a number of BmaU 
anna, which we took with the Tender, besides a 
very small quaotit; of ammunitioB." ^ Foster's 
schooner is said to have nm aground and to have 
taken no part in the battle. The Unity returned to 
Machias with the Margaretta as her prize. O'Brien's 
&V6 brothers were with him in this enterprise.* 

Joseph Wheaton, one of the Unity's crew, wrote 
many years later a detailed acconnt of the action. 
He says that the Margaretta, after having replaced 
hear broken boom, " was Making Siul when our Ves- 
sel came in Sight ; then commenced the ohace, a 
Small lumber boat in pursuit of a well armed Brit- 
ish vessel of war — in a Short time she cnt away 
her tiiiee boats. Standing for sea while thus pur- 
suing, we aranged our selves, appointed Jeremiah 
Obrien our conductor, John Steele to steer our 
Vessel, and in about two hours we received her 
first fire, bat b^ore we could reach her she had 
cut our rigging and Sails emmenceiy ; but having 
gained to about one hundred yards, one Tbomaa 
I^^eight fired his wall piece, wounded the man at the 
helm and the Vessel broached too, when we nearly 
all fired. At this moment Captiun Moore imployed 
himself at a box of hand granades and put two on 

1 Coll. Maine SUt. Soc, -n, 130, 131 (report of Haohiu Conmit- 
tee of CDrreBpoDdenoe, Juna 14, 177S). 

* 0(>/f.]fai'iHJ7>i(. &>c., I&IT, Jauitu7, 1691, April, 1895; ^«» 
England Magaiiae, Auput, 1896 ; Matiaehuietu Magaxint,A.pnl, 
1910 ( SbsTiDSD'B L^t t^ Jartmiah O'Brien, ohs. it-T ; Sottm Oa- 
nOe, Jul; S, 1716. 
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THE OPENING OF HOSTILITIES, 1776 11 
board oar Vessel, wlucK tbroogh our crew into 
great disorder, they having killed aod wounded nine 
men. Stall two ranks which were near the prow got 
a second fire, when onr bowsprit w&a ran through 
the nuuD shrouds of the Mai^arette and Sail, when 
Six of us Jumped on her quarter deck and with 
clubed Muskets drove the crew from their quarters, 
from the waist into the hold of the Margarette ; the 
Capt. lay mortally wounded, Robert Avery was 
killed and eight marines & Saylors lay dead <ni 
her deck, the Lieutenant wounded in her cabin. 
Thus ended this bloody afEray."* Wheatwn says 
that fourteen of the Americans were killed and 
wounded. 

According to the British account the Americans 
attempted to board the Margaretta with boats and 
canoes during the night before the battle, but were 
beaten off. In the next day's chase Foster's schooner 
continued in company with the Unity to the end. 
As these vessels approached they were received by 
the Margaretts with a broadside of swivels, small 
arms, frad hand grenades, but they both came along- 
side, the Unity on the starboard and the schooner 
on the larboard bow.^ 

The General Court of Massachusetts resolved, 
June 26, 1775 : " That the thanks of this Congress 

' Adamt MSS,, WheatflU to FreudeDt Adams, Febroar; 21, 
1801. See anotber aoaonnt b; Wlwaton in Call. Maine Hitt. 8oc., 
ii (Jannary, ISSl), 109. 

' Bn'd'tA Admiralty Becordt, Admndt' Itt^atdut 4SS, July 
24, 1775, No. 2. 
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12 NAVAL HISTOBT OF THE BETOLUTIOH 
be, and they are hereby given to Capt. Jeremiah 
O'Brien and Capt. Benjamin Foster and the other 
brave men nnder their command, for their courage 
and good conduct in taking one of the tenders be- 
lon^ng to oar enemies and two sloops belonging 
to lohabod Jones, and for preventing the ministerial 
troops being supplied vith lumber ; and that the 
said tender, sloopB, their cargoes remain in the bands 
of the said captains O'Brien and Foster and the 
men under their command, for them to improve aa 
they shall think most for their and the public advan< 
tage until the further action of this or some future 
Congress." ^ The Unity was fitted out with the Mar^ 
garetta's guns, renamed the Machias Liberty and 
put under Jeremiah O'Brien's command ; she was 
presumably chosen as a cruiser in preference to 
the Margtu«tta on account of her superior sidling 
qualities. 

About a month after the capture of the Margar- 
etta the British schooner Diligent, carrying eight 
or ten guns and fifty men, and the tender Tapna- 
quish, with sixteen swivek and twenty men,* ap- 
peared off Machias. The captain of the Diligent 
going ashore in his boat was seized by a small 
party of Americans stationed near the mouth of the 
bay and sent to Machias. Jeremiah O'Brien in the 
Machias Liberty and Benjamin Foster in another 

> CoU. Maine Hut. 8oe., ti, 132. 

' WlisMon {Adam$ USB.) givei Umh tunIi a smaller naiubeE 
of men mdA gun*. 
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Teasel were tbeo Bent down the river, fomul the 
British Teasels and took them without firing a gnu. 
Accocding to Wbeaton, O'Brien subsequently 
cruised in the Bay of Ftindy and took a number 
of British merchant Tesaela.^ 

Foster and O'Brien were next sent by the Ma- 
ohias Committee of Safety to Watertown to report 
their exploits to the Frovinoial Congress. Under 
their cha^ went also the prisoners taken in the 
Maigaretta, Diligent and Tapnaqoish, together with 
Ichabod Jones. They proceeded as &r as Falnumth 
(Portlaad), a week's Toyage, by water. The ruth- 
less boming of Falmoath by the British under 
Captain Henry Mowatt several weeks later is Bup> 
posed to have been, in part at least, an act of re- 
taliation for the oaptoie of the British vessels at 
Maehias. The jonme^ of O'Brien and Foster from 
Falmouth to Watertown was made by land and 
took about ten days. August 11 the prisoners were 
delivered at Watertown by their captors, who about 
the same time reported also to General Washing- 
ton at the headquarters of the army in Cambridge. 
They petitioned the Provincial Congress for the 
privilege of raising a company of men among them- 
selves at the expense of the Province, to be used in 
the defense of Maehias and to give occupation to 
nnmben of yonng men who in the distress of war 
times were without means of support. They also 

> all. Maint Hia. 8oc., u (1847), 248, ii (Jumuj, 1801), 111 ; 
U/t of O'Brwn, oh. -n ; UuMcAuwlte Mag., Janiurj, 1010. 
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asked that the officers of the Macliias Liberty be 
given commissioDB and that men be stationed on 
board her, this vessel to be supplied and equipped 
and used for the defense of the town, which might 
easily be blockaded by a small force. The petitions 
were favorably received by the Congress and 
O'Brien was appointed to command both the 
Machias Liberty and the Diligent. These vessels 
were thereby taken into the service of the colony 
and became the nnoleos of the Massaohosetts navy. 
O'Brien soon returned to Machias in otdet to over- 
see the fitting ont of hia vessels.' 

Off Cape Ann, August 9, 1775, the Britiah 
sloop of war Falcon, 16, Captain Linzee, fell in 
with two schooners from the West Indies, bound to 
Salem. One of these schooners, says a report frran 
Gloucester, was " soon brought to, the other taking 
advantage of a fair wind, put into our harbour, but 
Linzee having made a prize of the first, pursued 
the second into the harbour and brought the first 
with him. He anchored and sent two barges with 
fifteen men in each, armed with muskets and swivels ; 
these were attended witb a whale boat in which was 
the Lieutenant and six privates. Their orders were 
to seize the loaded schooner and bring her onder 
the Falcon's bow. The Militia and other inhabitants 
were alarmed at this daring attempt and prepared 

1 O'Brien, eh. ■vi; Am. Arth., IV, iii, 
tral Court ofMattaduuetU, Aoput 21, 2 
Anpiut 16, 1TI5. 
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for a vigorous oppositioiL. The barge-men under tbe 
oonunaod of the Xiientenant boarded tbe schooner 
at the eabUu windows, which provoked a smart 
file from our people on the shore, b; which three 
of the enemy were killed and tbe Lieutenant 
wotmded in the thigh, who therenpon retamed to 
the man of war. Upon this Linzee sent the other 
schooner and a small cutter he had to attend him, 
well armed, with orders to fire apon the damn'd 
rebels wherever they could see them and that be 
would in the mean time cannonade tbe town ; he 
immediately fired a broadside npon tbe thickest 
settlements and stood himself with' diabolical pleas- 
ure to see what havock his cannon might make. . . . 
Not a ball stmck or wounded an individual person, 
although they went tbrongh onr houses in almost 
every direction when filled with women and child- 
ren. . . . Onr little parly at the water side per^ 
formed wonders, for they soon made themselves 
masters of both the sobocmerB, the cotter, tbe two 
barges, the boat, and every man in them, and all that 
pertained to them. In the action, which lasted sev- 
eral hours, we lost but one man, two oUiers wounded, 
one of which is since dead, the other very slightly 
wounded. We took of the men of war's men thirty- 
five, several were wounded and one since dead; 
twenty-four were sent to head-quarters, the remin- 
der, being impressed from this and the neighboring 
towns, were permitted to return to their friends."^ 
1 Pauugloama Packet, Angnit 28, ITI5i N. E. ChrotdcU, 
Augnrt 25, JT75, 
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Captain Liuzee, who makes the date of the a&ir 
August 8, states in his report to the admiral at 
Boston that having andiored in Glonoester harbor 
he " sent Lient. Thombonragh with the Pinnace, 
Long Boat and Jolly Boat, mann*d and aim'd in 
order to bring the Schooner out, the Master 
coming in from sea at the same time in a small 
tmder, I directed him to go and assist the Lieu- 
tenant. When the Boats had passed a Point of 
Boohs that was b^ween the Ship and Schooner, 
they received a heavy fire from the Bebels who 
were hidden behind Bocha and Houses, and behind 
Schooners aground at Wharfs, but notwithstanding 
the heavy fire from the Bebels, Lieut Thornbisongh 
boarded the Schooner and was himself and three 
men wounded from Shore. On the Bebels firing 
on the Boats, I fired from the ship into the Town, 
to draw the Bebels from - the Boats. I very soon 
observed the Bebels payed little attention to the 
firing from the ship and seeing their fire oon^ned 
very heavy frmn the schooner the Lieutenant had 
boarded, I made an attempt to set fire to the Town." 
Hoping that by this means the attention of the 
Americans would be directed to saving their houses, 
so that the schooner conld be brought off, Linzee 
Bent a party ashore to fire the town ; bat the pow- 
der nsed for the purpose was set off prematurely, 
" one of the Men was blowed up," and the attempt 
failed. The town was then bombarded. " About 4 
o'clock in the afternoon the lieutenant was brought 
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on board ander oorer of the Masters' fire from the 
Schooner, who coold not leave her. All the Boats 
were much damaged by the shots and lay on the 
Bide of the Schooner next to the Bebeb ; on my 
being acquainted with the situation of the Master, 
I sent the Prize Schooner to anchor ahead the 
Schooner the Master was in and veer alongside to 
take him and Peo|tle away, who were very much 
exposed to the Rebels' fire, bat from want of an 
officer to send her in, it was not performed, the 
Vessel not anchored properly." The master, despair- 
ing of succor, surrendered about seven in the even- 
ing " widi the Gunner, fifteen Seamen, Seven Maiv 
ines, one Boy, and ten prest Americans." The next 
morning die Falcon weighed anchor and proceeded 
to Nantasket Boads.^ 

Several other afEairs, of little importance in them- 
selves, showed the readiness of the provincials for 
action upon the water at an early period, before 
there was naval organization of any kind to give 
authority to their acts. ' Boston being the seat <tf 
war at this time, most of the maritime events nat- 
urally took place in New England waters during 
the first year. As early as August, 1775, however, 
a South Carolina sloop, sent out by the Council of 
Safety, captured a British vessel on the Florida . 
coast.* 

> Xagatitu e/Hittorg, AagwA, 1006. 

* Bottoa Oaxitte, September 11, Ootober 2, 9, 177G ; Pmm. 
Padctt, September 4, 117S. 

• ^m. ArdL, IV, iii, 180. 
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The situation of afEaira in America, as is vdl 
known, oaosed great concern in England for a con- 
siderable time before the actual ontbreak of the re- 
bellion. Of all the meamres proposed by whig or 
tory for the adjostment of the difficulty, probably 
the wisest, for the conservation of the empire, was 
BU^ested by Viscoont Barrington, the Secretary at 
War ; but wisdom availed little with the British 
ministry of that day. Barrington's advice was given 
in a series of letters written in the years 1774 and 
1775 to the Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary for the 
Colonies.^ His opinion was that the colonies could 
not be subdued by the army, and that even if they 
could, the permanent occupation of America by a 
lai^ force would be necessary, a source of constant 
exasperation to the colonists and of enormous ex- 
pense to the government. The troops, he thought, 
should be withdrawn to Canada, Nova Scotia, and 
East Florida, and there quartered " till they can be 
employed with good effect elsewhere." The reduc- 
tion of the rebellious colonies should be left to the 
navy. Novembw 14, 1774, he writes: "The naval 
force may be so employed as must necessarily re- 
duce the Colony [Massachusetts] to submission 
without shedding a drop of blood." ^ A few weeks 
later, December 24, he goes a little more into de- 
tail. Speaking especially of New England he says : 

^ Politiad Lift of William Wildman, Fucount Barrington, hy 
hii brother Shnte (liDDdon, 1814], 1K)-1G2. 
* aid., 141. 
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" Oonqoest by land ib nnneoessary, when the coon- 
try can be reduced first by distress and then to 
obedience by our Marine totally intermpting all 
commerce and fishery, and eveu seiang all the ships 
in the ports, with very little expense and less blood- 
shed." As to the colonies south of New England, 
"a strict execution of the Act of Navigation and 
other restriotiTe laws would probably be saffioiemt 
at present." A few frigates uid sloops coold enforce 
those laws and prevent almost all oonunerce — 
" Thongh we must depend on our smaller ships for 
the aotire part of this plan, I thiuk a squadron of 
ships of the line should be stationed in North Amer- 
ica, both to prevent the intervention of foreign 
powers and any attempt of the Colonies to attack 
our smaller vessels by sea." '* The Colonies will in 
a few months fed their distress ; their spirits, not 
animated by any little Buooessea on their part or 
violence of persecution on ours, will sink ; they will 
be consequently inclined to treat, probably to snb- 
mit to a certain d^ree." ^ Concessions could then 
be made without loss of dignity, the mistake of im- 
posing furthw obnoxiooB taxes bmg avoided. Bar- 
rington wrote on the same subject to Dartmouth 
the next year; and also to Lord North, August 8, 
1775, saying: "My own opinion always has been 
and still is, that the Americans may be reduced by 
the fleet, bat never can be by the army.*' * 

1 Barringlon, 144-147. * Oxi^ 161. 
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CHAPTEE n 

NATAL ADHDnSTRATION AND OBQANIZATION 

The eTeDte already related took place under the 
■tress o£ drcamatances, moet of them nnautliorized 
by Contmental or Prormtnal Congress. It is dot 
necesBiiTy to itttermpt the narrative of naval oper- 
ations in order to sketoli briefly the various sontoes 
of anthority and the adminiatiatiye systems under 
wbioh acted the different classes of vessels through- 
out the course of the war. These classes were: 
Elist, Continental vessels ; second, the state navies ; 
third, the privateers, commissioned either by the 
Continental government or by the various states, 
and in some cases hj both.* 

Public vessels cruising under Continental an- 
t^rity comprised not only the Continental navy, 
strictly speaking, including vessels fitted oat in 
Ftanoe, but also the fleets oi^aoized by Washings 
ton in MassaohusettB Bay in 1775 and later in 
Kew York ; by Arnold on Lake Champlain in 1776 ; 
and by Pollock in 1778 on the Mississippi River. 

Creneral Washington took the first actual step 

' Id the prapuation oi «a mnolk of thii ohsptet h ceUtea to 
th* BdoiniitiatioD hod oisanization of the Aroericao DBval foroM, 
Panlliii'a JVmiy of Ikt American Beiwiution has been closely fol' 
loved. SteaiaoAm. Ar<A., IV, iii, 18SS-1Q04, lOlT-lSS? ; TTorib 
ilfJohn Adanu, ii, 402-464, 409, 470, 470-434, iii, 6-12. 
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towards placing a Continental force upon the sea 
by fitting out the schooner TTftntmlij which sailed 
from Beverly September 5, 1775, and retnmed to 
port two days later with a prize. An important 
measnre in making eSectiTe the si^e <^ Boston, 
then in pn^iess, was the intercepting of supplies 
eoming to the town by water; the supplies being at 
the same time <^ the utmost ralne to the American 
army investing the town. Before the end of the 
year Beren other vessels, officered and manned from 
the army, were fitted out by Washington. The next 
year he organized a similar but smaller fleet at Kew 
Yorfc.1 

The first official snggeBtion of a Continental navy 
came from the Assembly of Bbode Island which, 
August 26, 1775, declared "that the building and 
eqoii^iug an American fleet, as soon as possible, 
would greatly and essentially oonduce to the pre- 
servation of the lives, liberty and proper^ of the 
good people of these colonies," and instructed the 
delegates from that province in the Continental 
Congress " to ose their whole influence at the en- 
suing congress for building at the Continental ex- 
pence a fleet of sufficient force for the protection 
of these colonies."^ The Bhode Island delegates 
presented th^ instructions to Congress October 3 
and this brought the matter fairly before that body. 
Discussion of these instmctions was postponed from 
time to time and it was several weehs before definite 
1 Sm next ohivteT. ■ Am. Jrtk, IV, lU, 231. 
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action was taken tm ti>em. Meanwlule mtelHgenoe 
had been reo^red of tiie saiUiig from Englaad of 
two brigs laden with militaiy snpplies botmd to 
Qoebee. The ptactioability of intercepting these vee- 
sdUi was considered in Congress October 6. Strong 
oppositiou was developed on the part of a voeiferons 
minority to any participation of the Continental 
goreniment in nuffitime warfare ; to them it appeared 
flbeer madness to send ships ont npon the sea to 
meet the overwhelming naval force of En^and. 
After a lively debate the matter was referred to a 
oonmiittee consisting of John Ailamii, John Ijang- 
don, and Silas Deane. Upon the recommendation 
of this committee it was decnded to instruct Wash- 
tngttm at once to procnre two Massachusetts cruisers 
for that service and to request the cooperation of 
ibe governors of Bhode Island and Connectiont.^ 

£lbridge Cierry wrote frmn Watertown, October 
0, 1775, to Samuel Adams, then a member of the 
Continental Congress at Fhiladelpliia, saying: ^^If 
the Continent should fit out a heavy ship or two 
and increase them as circnmstanoea shall admit, the 
Cohmies la^ privateers, and individuals small 
ones, sorely we may soon expect to see the coast 
dear of catters." ' 

On the advioe of the committee appointed October 
6, Congress voted on the 13th to fit ont two vessels, 

t JmrtialMofCa«tintHalComgnMt,Oetobeta,6,Vm;AM.JM^ 

IV, iu, geo, 1038, isee-ieao. 
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one of them to cany ten guns, to cruise three months 
to the eastward in the hope of intercepting BritiBh 
transports. Another committee of three was ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expense. October 30, 
1775,isanimportantdateinnaTallegislation. Con- 
gress resolved to arm the second of the vessels 
already provided for with fourteen guns and also 
anthorized two additional vessels which might carry 
as many as twenty and tbirfy-six gons respectively, 
" for the protection and defence of the United Colo- 
nies." By this vote Congrras was fully oommitted 
to the policy of maintiuniag a naval armament. On 
the same day a committee of seven was formed by 
adding four members to those already appointed.^ 
This committee was the first executive body for the 
management of naval affairs. It was known as 
the Naval Committee and the members were John 
Langdon of New Hampshire, John Adams of 
Massachusetts, Stephen Hopkins of BI>ode Island, 
Silas Deane of Connecticut, Sichard Henry Lee of 
Virginia, Joseph Hewes of North Carolina, and 
Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina. 

Daring the closing months of 1775 much le^s- 
lation necessary for the organization of the navy 
was enacted by CoDgress on the recommendation of 
tbeNaval Conunittee. In the b^;innii^ there was 
strong opposition to all enterprises of a naval char- 
acter, bat it graduaUy broke down before the ar- 
guments of the more far-sighted and reasonable 
> J«r. Com. Congr., Ootobw 6, 7, 18, 17, 80, ITIS. 
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members. November 10 the Marine Corps waa 
established. On the 25th oaptores of British ships 
of war, tranqmrts, and supply Teeaels veie author^ 
ized and the aereral colonies were advised to set np 
prize courts. The apportionment of the shares in 
prizes was prescribed. In the case of privateers all 
the proceeds went to the owners and captors ; in the 
case of Continental or colony cruisers two thirds of 
the valueof aprize when a transport or supply vessel, 
one half when a vessel of war, went to the govemmest, 
while the captors took the rest. November 28, "Kules 
for the Begnlation of the Navy of the United Col- 
onies " ^ were adopted. Utese early navy regulations 
were brief, relating chiefly to disdpUne and presorib- 
ingtherationandpay. The rules provided for courts 
martial, but not for courts of inquiry ; there was 
mach subsequent legislation on the subject of naval 
oonrts. PenuoBs for permanent disability and boun- 
ties, to be awarded in certain cases, were provided 
for, the necessary funds for which were to be set 
apart from the proceeds of prizes. The rules of 
November 28 were framed by John Adams and 
were based on British regulations. Adams was a 
leader in all this early Ic^slation and the part he 
took in the founding of the Revolutionary navy was 
important and influential.' 

In November t^ Naval Conmiittee purchased 

* So* Appendix IL 

* Jour. Com. Cmgr., NoremlMt' 10, 17, 23, Si, 26, 2S, 1776; 
Adam'$ Werkt, iu, 7-11 ; Am. ArA., TV, v, 1111. 
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four merchant vessels uBder the proTisionB of Octtv 
ber 13 and 30, to be cooverted into men-of-war. 
These vessels, as named by the committee, were the 
ships AHred and Columbus and the brigs Cabot 
imd Andrew Doria. Tim first was named in honor 
of the supposed founder of the English navy, the 
second and third for famous discoverers, and the 
fourth for the great Genoese admiral. Other ves- 
sels were antborized and purchased from time to 
time, the first of which was a tdoop called the Provi- 
dence.^ 

Definite action was taken in CongreBS on the 
Bhode Island instractions December 11, when a 
committee of twelve was " appointed to devise ways 
and means for furnishing these colonies with a na- 
val armament." Two daye later this committee 
" brought in their report, which being read and de- 
bated was ^reed to as follows : That five ships of 
thirty-two guns, five of twenty-eight guns, three of 
twenty-four guns, making in the whole thirteen, can 
be fitted for the sea probably by the last of March 
next, viz : in New Hampshire one, in Massachusetts 
Bay two, in Connecticut one, in Khode Island two, 
in New York two, in Pennsylvania four, and in 
Maryland one. That the cost of these ships so fitted 
will not be more than 66,666^ dollars each on the 
average, allowing two complete suits of sails for 
each ship, equal in the whole to 866,666^ dollars.'* 

> Adamt, iii, 12 ; ^m. Ar^., TV, iu, 1938 ; Jour. Cmi. Congr^ 
ir 2, 1716. 
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Of these fri^tes, the Baleigb, of S2 guns, was 
built at FoTtsmouth, New Hampsliire ; the Hancock, 
32, and the Boston, 24, at Salishtuy and Nevbary- 
pOTt on the Merrunao Biver; the Warren, 82, and 
the Providence, 28, at Providence ; the TrumbuU, 
28, at Chatham on the Conuectient fiiver; the 
Montgomery, 28, and the CoDgreas, 24, at Pough- 
keepsie on the Hudson Itiver; the Randolph, 82, 
Washington, 82, EfBngham, 28, and Delaware, 24, 
at or near Philadelphia on the Delaware fiiver ; and 
the Virginia, 28, at Baltimore. He actual number 
of guns on a ship was generally in excess of the 
rate; a thirty-two gun frigate commonly oan-iecl 
about thirty-six gons. With a few exceptions these 
frigates were armed with no guns heavier than 
twelve-pounders. The smaller vessels of the Bevo- 
Intioniuy navy carried only four- and six-pounders. 
All were long guns ; the light, short, large-calibre 
guns called oarronades had not yet come into gen- 
eral use. Some vessels carried a secondary battery, 
mounted on deck or in the tops, of small light mor- 
tars called coehoms or of swivels, which were light 
guns mounted on pivots. December 13, 1775, the 
day when these thirteen frigates were provided for, 
is another important date in the early history of the 
navy. On the 14th a committee of thirteen was 
chosen by ballot to superintend the construction and 
equipment of the frigates.' 
> Jour. Cont. Congr., DaoMnliar 11, 13, 14, 177C. See Appendix 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NAVAL ADMINISTRATION 27 

From de8cripti(m8 of three of tlie§e bigates, fur^ 
nislied nearly two years later to Admiral Howe, 
oommanding the British fleet on the North Ameri- 
can station, we are able to get an idea of their ap- 
pearance and dimensions. The Hancock is described 
as follows, banning with the figure bead: "A 
Man's Head with Yellow Breeches, white Stock- 
ings, Blue Coat with Yellow Button Holes, small 
cocked Hat with a Yellow I^ace, has a Mast in lien 
of an Ensign Staff with a I^atteen Sail on it, has a 
Fore and Aft Driver Boom, with another across. 
Two Top G^allant Boyal Masts, Pole mizen topmast, 
a whok Mizen Yard and mounts 32 Guns, haa a 
Eatde Snake carved on the Stem, Netting all 
around the Ship, Stem Black and Yellow, Quarter 
Galleries all Yellow." *' Principal Dimensions of 
the Bebel Frigate Hancock. Length on the upper 
Deck, 140 ft 8 ins. Breadth on Do. 30.2. Length 
of Keel for Tonnage, 116.2|. Extreme Breadth, 
35.2. Depth in the Hold, lO.T. Burthen in Xona, 
764. He^tk between Decks, 5.6. Do. in the Waste, 
5.0. Size of the Gun Ports, fore & aft, 2.7. up & 
down, 2.2. Length on the Quarter Deck, 67.8. 
Lengthen the Forecastle, 31.3. Draught of Water, 
afore, 14.0, abaft, 15.10. Heigth of the Ports from 
the Surface of the Water, Forward, 9.0, Midships, 
8.2, Abaft, 9.2." Then the Boston : " An Lidian 
Head with a Bow and Arrow in the Hand, painted 
White, Red and Yellow, Two top gallant Boyal 
Masts, Pole mizen topmast on which she hoists a 
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Top gallant Sail, painted nearly like the Hancock 
with Netting all ronnd, has a Garf, a Mast in room 
of an EnsigD Staff with a Latteen Sail on it, and 
monnta 30 guns." *' Dimensions of the Armed Ship 
named the Delaware. . . . Length on the Gun 
Deck, 121 Feet; Keel for Tonnage, 96; Extreme 
Breadth, 32.6. The Ship lately built, Mounts 
twenty four Guns on the Upper Deck ; And when 
furnished with proper Artillery, capable of carrying 
twdve Founders with great facility." > The figures 
for the Warren and Providence, from the journal 
of the committee in ohatge of building those ships, 
are : length on the gun deck, 182 feet, 1 inch and 
124.4, respectively; keel 110.10| and 102.8}; 
beam, 84.5} and 8S.10f ; hold 11, and 10.8. The 
committee voted to have a few eighteen pounders 
cast for ^these two frigates, and accoidingly some 
guns of that weight were mounted on them.' 

Meanwhile, November 2, 1776, the Kaval Com- 
mittee had been given power by Congress to " agree 
with such ofBoers and seamen as are proper to man 
and command " the vessels they had purchased and 
were fitting out. On the 5th the committee selected 
£sek Hopkins, an old sea captain of Providence and 
brother of Stephen Hopkins, for the coounand of 

> SrU.A/im.Rte.,Adm.De^.4S7,Aagagti8, 1777,ii<». Tand 
A. D. 488, Novombw 23, 17TI, no. 3. 

3 Hagaxine of Hutarg, December, 1008, uid Febnurj, 190ft. 
>T the whole juinial see Ibid., Novembw, 1908, to April, 1009. 
le Ardtivtt dt la MartM, B' 4B9 (WUpple'a latter ot May 31, 
T8). 
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this little fleet.^ December? John FaulJones'^was 
appointed Senior Lieut, of the Navy."^ On the 
22d the Naval Committee " hud before Congresa 
a list of the officers by them appointed, agreeable 
to the resolntions of Congress, viz : Ezek Hopkins, 
Esqr., oommandeiN-in-ohief of tlie fleet. Captuns, 
Dudley Saltonstall, Esqr., of the Alfred, Abraham 
Wkipple, Esqr., of the Columbus, Nicholas Biddle, 
£sqr., of the Andrew Doria, John Burrows Hop- 
kins, Esqr., of the Cabot, lat lieutenants, John Paul 
Jones [etc]. . . . Resdlved, That the pay of the 
commanderwin-ohief of the Fleet be 125 dollars per 
calendar month. Resolved, That commissions be 
granted to the above officers agreeable to their 
rank in the above appointment." In addition to 
those named above there were in the list four other 
first lieutenants, five second lieutenants, and three 
third lieutenants.^ This is the beginning of a list 
of officers for the Continental navy which, in the 
.course of the war and including manne officers 
and those commissioned in France, contained nearfy 
three hundred and thirty names.* There were in 
addition medical officers, pursers, midshipmen, and 
warrant officers of whom no lists have been pre- 
- served. The lai^st number of petty officers, sea- 
men, and marines in the navy at any one time may 
have been about three thousand. 

> neld'B Lift of Ht^kifu, T8. 

* JonaJfSS., October 10, 1776; SaoAa'M Life qfJomM, 33. 

* Jomr. Coat. Congr., Norembu 2, Deoembar 22, ITIO- 

* See Appendix VI. 
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Uniformg for the ofEcers of the navy were adopted 
by the Marine Conunittee September 5, 1776, but 
probably they were not commonly worn, as few 
ofEcen could afford a complete ontfit. For line 
ofKcers a blue coat with red lapels, bine breeoboB, 
and red wtustcoat were prescribed ; for marine ofE- 
cers, a green coat faced with white and with a silver 
epaulette on the right shoulder, white wtuetooat and 
breeches and black gaiters.^ 

It has generally been supposed that the intention 
of Congress in making Hopkins commander-in-ohief 
was to give him the same rank that Washington 
held in the army. It seems more likely, however, 
that Congress merely meant to ^ve faim command 
of this particular fleet. The wording of his appcnnt- 
ment by the Naval Committee and of the resolutions 
quoted above, together with the fact that each of 
the captains was assigned, also by resolution of 
Congress, to a sperafied vessel, would indicate this. 
Stephen Hopkins, writing to £sek November 6, 
177S, says : *' You will perceive by a letter from 
the Committee, dated yesterday, that they have 
pitched upon you to take the Command of a Small 
Heet, which they and I hope will be but the begin- 
ning of one much larger." ^ A resolutiou of Con* 
gress dated January 2, 1778, states that Hopkins 
" was appointed commander in chief of the fleet 
fitted out by the Naval Committee." ^ He does not 

> Am. Arck., V, ii, 181. * Si^iImi, 7S. 

* Joar. Cont. Congr., Jumary 2, 1TT8. 
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appear to have been mentioned officially ami aa- 
tboritatively, that is to aay by the Naval or Marine 
Conunittee, though he was once by a special com* 
mittee,^ as the oonunander-in-chief of the navy. In 
addition to hia own fleet several other Continental 
vessels cmised in 1776, which do not seem to have 
been under his orders.^ Hopkins was an elderly 
man at this time, having been bwn in 1718. He 
had spent maoh of his life at sea and was a privat- 
eersman in the French and Indian War.* 

Of the members of the committee of thirteen 
chosen December 14, 1775, "for carryiag into 
execution the resolutions of Congrras for fitting out 
armed vesseJs," ten had served tm the committee of 
twelve which had recommended building the frigates 
and five had been members of the original Naval 
Conunittee. This new committee, consisting of one 
representative from each colony, became the second 
executive body for the administration of naval 
affairs. It was called the Marine Committee and 
was at first constituted as follows : Josiah Barttett 
of New Hampshire, John Haneo(^ of Massachn- 
setts, Stephen Hopkins of Khode Island, Silas 
Deane of Connectieut, Franots Lewis of New York, 
Stephen Crane of New Jersey, Bobert Morris of 
Pennsylvania, Geoi^ Read of Delaware, Samuel 
Chase of Maryland, Bicbard Henry Lee of Virginia, 
Joseph Hewes of North Carolina, Christopher 
Gadsden of South Carolina, and John Houston of 
1 8and», 310. * See belov, p. 139. ■ HnjAim, oh. I 
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Georgia. The membership changed from time to 
time. The Naval Committee continued in the mean 
time to ooonpy itself in fitting out the small Beet of 
Tessels puidiased for the service and placed under 
the command of Commodore Hopkins, and to pre- 
pare for an expedition which was being {banned. 
January 25,1776, although the Marine Committee 
had already taken charge of general naval affaiis, 
Congress voted to leave the direction of this fleet 
to the Naval Committee, which soon afterwards, 
this duly being accomplished, ceased to exist.^ The 
Marine Committee employed agents to supervise 
the construction of the frigates in the distant colon- 
ies, taking charge itself of those at Philadel^dua. 
Before the end of the year 1775 the organization of 
a Continental navy waa achieved. 

In the course of time the mass of details con- 
nected with naval administration became too much 
for the Marine Committee easily to handle. Prize 
agents in the various seacoast towns were appointed 
to superintend the trial and condemnation of the 
prizes taken by Continental cruisers. Most of the 
prize ^ents were also Continental agents, in which 
capacity they performed various other daties of a 
naval sort. John Bradford at Boston had the moat 
important of these agencies.* For the further relief 
of the lU^irine Committee and at their suggestion, 
Congress appointed three persons, November 6, 

» Jour. Cera. Coagr., Jannary 26, 1776. 

« Jm. A-tA., V, ii, 1113, 1114. 
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1776, " to execute the buBinesB of the naTy, imder 
the direction " of the oommittee. This body of Uiree 
vas known as the Navy Board and the men appointed 
to serve on it were John Nixon and John Wharton 
of Fenneylvania and Francis Hopkineon oi New 
Jersey. The lack of maritime knowledge and ex-, 
perience among members of Congress was keenly 
felt at this time. William Ellery of Rhode Island, 
who had recently become a member of the Marine 
Committee, wrote home to his friend William Ver. 
non, November 7, 1776, " The Conduct of the Af- 
furs of a Navy an well aa those of an Army We are 
yet to learn. We are still miacquainted with the 
systematical Man^ement of them."* April 19, 

1777, another committee of three was antborized, 
to take diarge of naval affairs in New England ; 
the men selected for this board were William Ver> 
Doa of Rhode Island, James Warren of Massachu- 
setts, and John Desbon of Conneoticat The first 
of these boards waa then called the Navy Board of 
the Middle Department or District, the second the 
Navy Board of the Eastern Department, or they 
were called the boards at Philadelphia and at 
Bostim respectively.* 

The Eastern Navy Board, owing to its distance 
from the seat of government at Philadelphia, was 
allowed more discretion and became a more impoiv 
tant body than that of the middle department. The 

1 FuUkaliotu of B. I. mtt. Soc., rili (Jauiury, IBM), 20J. 
* Jaur. CoiU. Congr-, April 23, NoTembw fi, 1T76, April 19, ITTI. 



=d by Google 



H NAVAL HISTORY OF THE REVOLUTION 

greater iutbI addvi^ in J^ew England waters, due 
to remoteness from the centre of military operationB, 
jmt more work and responsibility on the eastern 
board. Its original members retuned ofSoe several 
years without change. Their instruotioDB, dated 
July 10, 1777, imposed upon them "the Superiu' 
tendance of all Naval and Marine Affairs of Hie 
United States of America within the four Eastern 
States under tJte direction of the Marine Commit- 
tee " in *' whatever relates to the Building, Man- 
ning, and fitting for Sea aU Armed Vessels of the 
United States bnilt, or ordered by the Congress to 
build in the Eastern Department, and to provide 
all materials and Stores neeessary for that purpose." 
They were " to kee^ an exact Begister of all the 
OtBaen, Sailon, and Marines in the Continental 
Navy fitted and Manned within " the eastern dis- 
trict, and were " empower'd to order Courts Mar- 
taaL" They were also instructed to keep strict ao- 
oonnt of expenditures and to do many other things.* 
With further experience it became apparent that 
the Marine Committee was too large and its members 
too deficient in special knowledge of naval science 
to admit of prompt, capable, and expert hand- 
ling of the affairs entrusted to them. In October, 
1776, John Paul Jones wrote to Bobert Morris * 
that efficiency in naval administration oould only 
be obtained by the appointment of a competent 

1 PM. B. I. Hia. See., viu, 207-210. 
• Am. AnA., V, ii, 1106; Bandi, K. 
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board of admiralty. William EUwy wrote to Wil- 
liam VemoD, Febmarjr 26, 1777 : " The Congreu 
are folly seoaible of the Impoitanoe of having a re- 
spectable Navy and hare endeavonred to form and 
equip One, but through Ignorgnoe and Neglect they 
have not been able to acoompliah their Purpose yet. 
I hope bovever to see One afloat before long. A 
proper Board of Admiral^ is very much wanted. 
The Members of Congress are unacquainted with 
this Department As One oi the Marine Committee 
I sensibly feel my Ignorance in this Bespect."^ For 
three years, however, little was done in the way <d 
improving administration except the appointment 
of the navy boards and agents. Finally, October 
28, 1779, upon ih» recommendation of the Marine 
Committee a Board of Admiralty was established 
by Congress. This was a body of five members, two 
of whom were to be members of Congress, while the 
other three, called commissioners, were to be men 
possessing a knowledge of naval matters. A quorum 
of three was neoeesary for the transaction of busi- 
ness. The Marine Committee then came to an end, 
but the navy boards at Philadelphia and Boston 
and the navy agents were retained under this re- 
organization.' 

Positions on the Board of Admiralty were de- 
clined by several to whom they were offered, and 
it was not only difficult to keep two congressional 

1 PhU. B. 1. BitL Sac., tJu, 204. 

* Jmr. Gont. Congr., June 0, Oetober 28, 1T79. 
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memberB ooDtmnonsly oa the board, but it proved to 
be impoBsible to find three suitable persons willing 
to serve as commissioners. Consequently the mem- 
bership was never full and the work of the board was 
much interrupted by frequent lack of a quorum. As 
first organized, in December, 1779, the Board of 
Admiralty contained three members : Francis Lewis 
of New York, commissioner; James Forbes of 
Maiyland and WiUiam £iLlery of Khode Island, 
congressional members. A few mouths later Forbes 
died and his place was taken by James Madison 
of Yi^inia. The Board of Admiralty was much 
hampered by half-hearted cooperation on the part 
of Congress and by want of money. Its member- 
ship dwindled to a point where nothing could be 
done in default of a quorum, until finally, in the 
summer of 1781, it passed out of existence.^ 

Meanwhile, February 7, 1781, Congress had 
passed a resolution putting the afFiurs of the navy 
under a single bead, to be called the Secretaiy of 
Marine. No one was found, however, to take the 
place and tbe office was never filled. Eobert Morris, 
who as Superintendent of Finance had close rda- 
tions with the navy, gradually assumed direction 
of naval afiEairg as tite Board of Admiralty became 
more and more helpless. August 29 Coi^jess voted 
to appoint an Agent of Marine to take charge of 
naval matters until a secretary could be found, and 
September 7 it placed these af^rs under the care 

* Jour. Com. Congr., Norember 28, DeoemberS, 7, 8, 1719. 
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oE tbe SaperinteDdent of UnaDce tutil an agent 
conld be appointed. The navy boards were abol- 
ished, aU^ough tbe board at Bogton oontinned its 
functions sereral months longer. Tbe result of it all 
was that Morris continued to direct naval afEairs, 
as Agent of Marine, during the remainder of tbe 
war. He had already served on tbe Marine Com- 
mittee and bis great ability, business experience, 
and familiarly with maritime afEairs made bim the 
best executive bead that tbe navy could have had.* 

By way of summary it is perhaps well to review 
in a few words the history of tbe administration of 
tbe Continental navy. The first exeondve of the 
service was the Naval Committee wbioh in 1775 be- 
gan tbe work of organizing a navy. Kext came the 
Marine Committee which directed naval affairs for 
four years, ending in December 1779. Then fol- 
lowed the Board of Admiralty which nuuu^ed the 
department a year and a half, when, in the sum- 
mer oi 1781, Bobert Morris took charge and as 
Agent of Marine remained at tbe head of tbe navy 
until after the end of the war. 

As soon as representatives of the United States 
had established themselves in France, naval affairs 
became an important part of their duties. This be- 
gan in July, 1776, with SUas Deane, the first 
American ^ent. After the arrival of Benjamin 
Franklin and Arthur Lee in the following Decem- 
ber, to serve with Deane as commissioners, they 
1 Jetir. Ctmt. C0nrr.,P«bnuij 7, AogMt 29, September 7, 1781. 
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sbared the duties with him, althongh he still con- 
tinued to exercise special supervision of naval mat- 
ters tutil the spnng of 1778, when he was snper- 
eeded as commissioner hj John Adams. After this, 
franklin did the largest share of. naval work, and 
from the time of his assuming the office of minister 
to France in Febmary, 1779, he had sole charge 
of naval afFairs abroad until the end o£ the war. 
This naval office in Fans had agents in Tarions 
ports of France and in a few of Spain and Holland. 
It performed mtaij functions, sudi as buying, build- 
ing, manning, and fitting out Tessels and providing 
naval stores, oonunissioning officers, direetingcruises, 
disposing of prises, exchanging prisoners, and com- 
missioning privateers. Besides this ofiBce in France 
the naval interests of the United States in the 
West Indies and in Louisiana were entrusted to 
agents. These were William Bingham at Martinique, 
and Oliver Pollock in New Orleans.^ 

The sentiment of local independence and the 
loose federation of the colonies, united only for mn- 
tual protection, naturally led to individual action, 
and the need that each state felt of the defense of its 
own shores, too urgent to wait for the deliberations 
of the Continental Congress, brought about the es- 
tablishment of separate small navies ; so that, in 
addition to the Continental navy, eleven of the tiiir- 

^PouUin, oh. ii; Whuton's Demotic Corrt^ondtnct of tAa 
BeoUiUim, Isttan of Deaue and FnnkliD ; Hala'a FrarJditi in 
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teen states nuuntained aimed Tessels, New Jersey 
and Delaware being the ezceptiona. Naval admin- 
istration in the various states was generally, at the 
outset, in charge of the Committee of Safely, and 
later, of the state executive or of a board which 
had under its care naval affairs alone or in combin- 
ation with military affairs. The state navies varied 
much in size and force. Being osed chiefiy for coast 
defense, the vessels were usually amftHw- than those 
of the Con^nental navy, and many of them were 
merely boats and galleys adapted for operating in 
shallow waters. Some of the state ships, however, 
were ocean cruisers of considerable size and foroe.^ 
The first American armed vessels oommissioned 
by any poblio authority were two sloops fitted out 
by Rhode Island, June 15, 1775. The people of 
this colony bad been annoyed by the British frigate 
Bose, cruising in Narragansett Bay. These sloops 
immediately went to sea under the command of 
Abraham Whipple, and on the same day, June 15, 
chased ashore and destroyed a tender of the Bose.' 
One of the sloops, the Katy, was anbsequently taken 
into the Contiiiental service under the name I^v- 
idence. The state of Bhode Island afterwards kept 
a small force cruising in the bay. 

In the course of the war the Massachusetts navy 
comprised fifteen sea-going vessels and one galley. 

1 For the sUito naTiea, lae PavUin, slu. zi-xrU. 

' Badm Qiatttt, July 3, ITTB ; Hittoricai Magtaint, April, 1868 ; 
Am. AnL, TV, ii, 1118 ; H^kin*, 68-67 ; Brit. Adm. Btc, A. D. 
48S, June 19, 177S. 
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The FroTincial Coogress of Massachnaetts, after 
some ineffectual attempts in June, 1775, to provide 
for armed vessels, made a b^^inning August 21, 
by taking the Maohias Liberty and Diligent into 
the service of tihe ctdony.^ The aotnal establishment 
of a state navy, however, came in the following 
winter, when a committee was appointed December 
29, of which John Adams was a member, " to con- 
sider & report a plan for fitting out Armed Yes- 
sela for the defence of American Liberty."' In 
decisive action looking towards a naval force Con- 
necticut preceded Massachusetts. Early in July, 
1776, two vessels were provided for and in August 
tiiey were purchased. A valuable prize was taken 
in October. Connectdcnt fitted out twelve vessels 
during the war, four cd them galleys.^ 

Pennsylvania began July 6, 1775, by providing 
for the defense of the Delaware River by means of 
boats and galleys. The Pennsylvania navy consisted 
of about ten vessels and nearly thirty boats and 
galleys for river and bay defense. The fleet was 
under the command of a commodore.* The Virginia 
navy, authorized by the Provincial Convention in 

^ Jottr. Third Prvmnciai Otngrea of Mau., Jum 7, 11, 18, 20, 
117G. Sea aboTo, p. 14. 

' Records of Gtneral Cmtrt of Mau., DeeemlnT 29, ITIB, Jun- 
•ry 11, F«l)ni»ry 7, 8, 17, April 20, 1776; FauUirt, oh. iL 

■ Paptrt Nob London Hitt. 8oe., P&rt IV, i <180S), S4 ; Avu 
Arch., IV, iii, 264-268; Fa^lin, ch. xii. 

" Am. Arch., IV, iu, 485, 610, 511, 858, 862, 1811, 1820, 1838, 
183Q, IT, 615, 521 ; Fran. Archioa, Sena* H, i ; Wallaoe's U/e of 
William Bradford ; FauUin, oh. liU. 
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December, 1775, oomprised first and laat seventy- 
two veasek of all classes including many ahipB, brigs 
and aduxmers ; bnt apparently most of them were 
small, poorly manned, and ligbtly armed, and were 
used largely for ccHumerce. The naval duties of the 
fleet were confined mostly to Chesapeake Bay.* 
Maryland shared with Vi^jnia the defense of 
Chesapeake Say, and in addition to one vessel of 
some size and force, maintained a considerable fleet 
of galleys, boats, and barges.' The chief concern of 
North Carolina was to protect and keep open Oo- 
racohe Inlet, conneoting Pamlico Sound with the 
ocean, through which an important part of the com- 
merce, not only of North Carolina but of Virginia, 
was carried on. A small fleet for this purpose was 
stationed in the sounds.^ Georgia's navy was small 
and unimportant, consisting mostly of galleys. A 
schooner, bowerer, was commissioned as early as 
June, 1775.* The defense of Charleston required 
a considerable force and South Carolina was one 
of the first states to begin the oi^anization of a 
navy. She appears to have had about fifteen sea- 
going vessels, some of them larger and more heav- 
Qy armed than any other state or Continental 

I Bouthem Uierars llntengtr, Smxatj to April, 1667 ; Virginia 
Hilt. Btgiita; July, April, Ootobar, 1848 ; Va. Mag. Hitt. and 
BiBgr.,Zayj.^S^\ -•li"' ^rdu, IV, ir, 114, 866, t, 227, tI, 1598; 
Paidlin, all. iIt. 

* ^m. AtcK. it, t, 1609, 16ia 

* Ibid., 1367, 1363. 

* PauUi'n, eh. xri, foe Gsotbi*, Msiyland, uid Nortii CaioliiUb 
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shipa. The force also mclnded sereral galleys.^ As 
regards the two lemaining states, Kew York's 
naTBl flnterprise was confined to o^anizing a email 
fleet for local defense. The early ooonpation by the 
British of New York City and the adjacent waters 
prevented any farther operations.' New Hampshire 
voted in 1776 to bnild a galley and appointed a 
oonunittee to procure an armed vesseL After this 
her only naval activity, aside from enoonrag^g 
privateering and setting up a prize oonrt, mmsisted 
in fitting out a twenty-two-gnn ship for temporary 
serrioe in 1779." 

Privateers composed the third and a very impor- 
tant class of vessels employed during the Bevola- 
tion. The word privateer was used at that time, and 
later, too, with the utmost disregard of its true 
meaning. Persons with an understanding of mari- 
time affairs constanUy spoke of Continental and 
state cruisers, espedally the smaller ones, as priv- 
ateers. The term was often wrongly used even in 
official correspondence. It is necessary that Hues 
should he sharply drawn between these different 
clasees of armed vessels. Letters of marque, so called 
from the letters or commissions they carried, were 
armed trading vessels authorized to make prizes. 
They also were generally, and more properly, called 
forivateers. The latter name should, strictly Bpeak- 

1 Am. Arch., TV, iu, 180, ir, 4:^54 ; PauUin, eh. xr. 

' Jour.Pron. Congr.ofHae Fori, i, 228, 349 j An. AtcL,TV, 
T, 1401, 1460. 

■ md., 10, 16, 11, 24 ; FaiJlijt, oh. zrii. 
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ii^, be reserved for private armed vessels carrying 
no caigo and devoted eaclnmvely to varlike oae. 
All kindB of armed vessels, however, during the 
Bevoluti<m, even Continental frigates, were em- 
ployed under special oiroiunBtances as oargooarriers. 
The Qeneral Conrt of Massachnsetts, Novem- 
ber 1, 1776, passed "An Act for Eucour^iog the 
Fixing oat of Armed Yessells, to defend the Sea 
Coast of America, and for Erecting a Court to Try 
and Condemn all Yessells that shall be foimd in- 
festing the same." The preamble of this important 
measure, written by Elbridge Gerry, set forth in 
detul the jnatiflcation of tbe oolonists in taking up 
arms. " Whereas the present administratdcui of 
Great Britiun, being divested of justice and human- 
ity and strangers to that magnanimity and sacred 
regard for liberty which inspired their venerable 
predecessors, have been endeavouring thro' a series 
of years to establish a system of despotism over the 
American colonies and by their venal and corrupt 
measures have so extended their influence over the 
British parliament that, by a prostituted majority, 
it is now beo(mie a political engine of slavery ; and 
whereas the military tools of these our unnatural 
enemies, while restruned by the united forces of the 
American colonies from proceeding in their sangui- 
nary career of devastation and slaughter, are in- 
festang the sea coast with armed veseells and duly 
endeavouring to distress the inhabitants by burn- 
ing their towns and destroying their dwellings . . . 
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and makmg captures of provision and other Tea- 
eels, being the property of said inhabitants ; and 
whereas their majesties Kii^ William and Qaeen 
Mary by the royal charter of this colony, . . . did 
grant, establish and ordain that, in the absence of 
the governor and lientenant-govemor of the colony, 
a majority of the ooonoil shall have full power . . . 
for the special d^ence of their said province or tei- 
ritoty, to assemble in martial array and pnt in war- 
like posture the inhabitants of their said province or 
territory and to lead and condnot them and vrith them 
to enooonter, expnlse, resist and pursue by force of 
arms, as well by sea as by land, . . . and also to 
kill, slay, destroy, and conquer by all fitting ways, 
enterprizes and means whatsoever all and every 
such person and persons as should at any time 
thereafter attempt or enterprise the destruction, 
invasion, detriment or annoyance of their said prov- 
ince or territory, . . . ; and whereas it is expressly 
resolved by the grand Congress of America, ' That 
eadi colony, at their own cxpence, make such pro- 
vision by armed vessells of otherwise ... as their 
respective assemblies . . . eball judge expedient 
... for the protection of their harbours and nav- 
igation on the sea-coasts,' . . . and it is the duty 
and interest of this colony to exert itself, as well 
for the purpose of keeping supplies from the enemy 
as for those mentioned in the paragraphs of the 
charter and resolve now recited; therefore . . . 
Be it enacted," etc. This act authorized a major- 
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ity of tlifl council to commiBsion masters of private 
armed Teasels. During the following winter and 
spring other acts were passed supplementing or 
superseding that of November 1. Courts for the 
trial of prizes were established at Plymouth, Ips- 
wich, and Falmouth (Portland) ; and April 18, 
1776, it was provided that in addition to these places 
courts Blight also be held in Barnstable or Dart- 
month for the southern district, in Boston, Salem, 
or Newburyport for the middle district, and in 
Pownalborough (Wisoasset) for the eastern district.^ 
Massachusetts probably sent ont not far from one 
half of all the American private armed vessels com- 
nuBsioned during Uie B«Tolution. 

The Contiaental G)ngress authorized privateer- 
ing March 23, 1776, and on April 2 and 8 adopted 
a form of Commission for privateers and resolved to 
send copies in blank, signed by the !E^esident of 
Congress, to the various colonies, there to be issued 
to privateersmen giving bonds ; a set of instructions 
for commanding officers was drafted.^ Several of 
the colonies or states used these Continental commis- 
sions altogether, not establishiog state privateering. 
Pennsylvania sent ont five hundred vesseU under 
Continental Gonunissions and, it is believed, used 
no others. Six hundred and twenly-six Massa<^tt- 
setts privateers sailed under Continental letters of 

* AeU tad Btiolva of the Prminee of MaitaehiuttU Bap, No- 
vra>b«T 1, 1175, Febrnu; 14, Mareh 19, April 13, May 8, 1T76. 

* See Appendix III. 
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marqae, bnt tliat state alao sent nearly a thonsaiid 
others to sea under lier own oommisBioiu ; it is pro- 
bable, however, that in many instances the same 
vessel may have sailed at oae time under one com- 
mission and later under the other. New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Connectioat, Maryland, and South 
Carolina, and probably some of the other states, is- 
sued their own commissions, but the first four also 
employed those of the Congress — ConnectJout and 
Maryland more than two hundred each. Sixty-four 
Virginia privateers suled under Continental com- 
missions. The American Commissioners in Paris — 
later the minister to France — and the nayal agest 
of Congress in the West Indies likewise conunis- 
doned privateers. A rough estimate only of the to- 
tal number and force of American vessels engaged 
in privateering on the patriotic side during the 
fievolntion is possible. The Library of Congress 
has printed a list of nearly seventeen hundred let- 
ters of marque issued by the Continental Congress 
to privateers carrying, approximately, fifteen thou- 
sand guns — {oobably light ones for the most part 
— and fifty-nine thousand men. After deducting 
duplicates, that is to say, in cases of two or mwe 
commissions being successively issued to the same 
vessel, and deducting also armed boats and galleys, 
there remain more than thirteen hundred sealing 
vessels. The thousand conunissions issued by Mass- 
achusetts probably represented more than seven 
hundred different vessels, after making the same 
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proportionate allovanoe for dnplioatea. Several hnn- 
dred addidonal prirateers must have been commu- 
Bioced by other states and in France and the West 
Indies. Asaoming the total nnmber of private armed 
vessek to have been two thonsand, and there were 
probably a good many more, they doubtless carried 
very nearly eighteen thousand gons and seven^ 
thousand men. There seem to have been about the 
same number of British privateersmen, according 
to Governor Hutchinson, who, speaking of the dif- 
ficulty of manning the British navy, says : " Some 
have proposed pressing the crews of all privateers, 
in which service it is computed 70,000 men are em- 
ployed." ^ Judging from the scanty in{6rmati<m at 
hand concerning British privateering, it is probable 
that their vessels engaged in this form of war&re 
were considerably less numerous but decidedly su- 
perior in force to the Americans ; the latter seem to 
have carried on the average between eight and nine 
guns and less than thirty-five men, the British about 
seventeen guns and seventy-five or more men.* 

1 Diarp, ii, 264 (Jima 27, ITIS.) 

* Jour. ConL Congr., Maroh 23, April 2, S, 1T76, Hsj 3, 1780 ; 
Sawd Steordi o/ Amtr. Bm. (oalandBr), 217-496; Enimoiw'l 
Statittieal Hlttory tftlu Ifavn, 127 ; Matt. Ardivet, oIzit to olnii ; 
Fain. Arcliivei, II, i, 36S; Paptri Nae London Hut. See., IV, i, 
27; SIiafflald'B Bhode Maud Prioaitert; PauUin; Duay and 
Littert of TkojHot Hiitdiinton ; VTiUianu'i Siitory of Imxrped 
Privaiart, App. it, lUt ot QG veuels ; London ChronicU, April 1, 
20, 1770, liati of 100 priTRtMi* fram Liverpool mnd 121 from Nsv 
York ; BrU. Adn. Sic., A. D. 483, Fabrnary 27, 1779, No. 3, 
lift of 09 Naw York priTiteNm. Sm Appendii TIL 
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Valuable serrioe to the countiy was rendered by 
the privateerB, and they coDtributed in a large de- 
gree to the naval defmse, and so to the fortunate 
outcome of the vmr. On the oUier hand, the system 
was subject to abuses and was in many ways detri- 
mental to the regular naval service. William Whip- 
pte, writing to Josiah Bartlett from Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, July 12, 1778, says: "I agree 
with yon' that the privateers have much distressed 
the trade of our Enemies, but had there been no 
privateers is it not probable there would have been 
a much kuger number of Fublio Ships than haa 
been fitted out, which might have distressed the 
Enemy nearly as much & furnished these States with 
necessaries on much better terms than they have 
been supplied by Privateers? ... No kind of 
Business can so effectually introduce Jjaxary, 
Eztrav^anoe and every kind of Dissipation, that 
tend to the destructicHi of the morals of people. 
Those who are actuaUy eng^ed in it soon lose every 
Idea of right & wrong, & for want of an opportunity 
of gratifying their insatiable avarice with the pro- 
perty of the Enemies of their Country, will with- 
out the least compunction s^ze that of her Friends. 
. . . There is at this time 6 Privateers fitting out 
here, which I suppose will take 400 men, Hiese 
must be by far the greater part Countrymen, for 
the Seamen are chiefly gone, & most of them in Hal- 
lifoz Gaol. Besides all this, yon may depend no 
public ship will ever be manned while there is a 
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privateer fitting ont. The reason is pl^: Those 
people who have the most influence with Seamen 
think it their interest to disoouiage the Public 
service, because by that they promote their own 
interest, to., PriTateering." • 

As intimated in the foregoing, privateers at times 
made trouble % seizing neutral vessels. In his ad- 
Yoeacj of a strong navy in preference to a servioe 
under private control Whipple was in advance of 
his time. William Vernon, of the Navy Board at 
Boston, wrote to John Adams, December 17, 1778, 
that the Continental ships in port "may stul in 
Three Weeks, if it was possible to get Men, wch 
we shall never be able to aooomplisfa, unless some 
method is taken to prevent desertion, and a stop- 
age of Private Ships Sailing, until our ships are 
Mann'd. l^e infamous jNractice oi seducing our 
Men to leave the ships and taking them off at an 
out-Port, with many other base methods, will make 
it impossible ever to get our Bhi{« ready to Sail in 
force, or perhaps otherwise than single Ships." He 
wishes that "an Embaigo upon all Private Pro- 
perty, whether Arm'd or Merchant ships, may take 
Fhice thro' all the United States, until the Fleet is 
compleatly Mann'd. . . . Tou can scarsely form an 
Idea of the increase and groath of the extravagance 
of the People in their demands for Labour and 
every Article for Sale &o ; dissipation has no bounds 
at present ; when or where it will stop, or if a re- 
1 Hiitorical Uagaant, Marob, 1802. 
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form will take pIao«, I dare not predict."^ The 
expedient of laying a temporary embargo upon 
privateers was oocaaionally resorted to. 

A more foT<mible opinion of privateering is 
found in a letter of John Adams to tlie President 
ofCongre8s,dated Amsterdam, September 16, 1780. 
Speaking of commeroe destroying he says : " This 
is a short, easy, and infallible method of humUing 
the English, preventing the efFnsion of an ocean of 
blood, and bringing the war to a condoaion. In this 
policy I hope our countrymen will join [the French 
and Spanish] with the utmost alacrity. Privateer, 
ing is as well understood by them as any people 
whatsoever ; and it is by oattii^ off supplies, not 
by attacks, sieges, or assaults, that I expect deliver- 
ance from enemies." * 

No doubt what was then needed, as in every war, 
IBS a well-balanced naval force made up of a suffi- 
cient number of fighting ships and commerce de- 
stroyers in the right proportions. Privateering vraa 
more popular than the regular naval service on ac- 
count of the greater freedom from the restraints 
of military discipline and because the pn^ts were 
larger; for privateersmen were devoted almost 
wholly to conmierce destroying and were conse- 
quently likely to take more prizes in the long run. 
In addition to tiiis and besides having higher pay, 

1 P«U. B. I. Hilt. Sec., Tiii, 250. 

* Wharton, n, 08. On the piofiti of priTat«wii>g, lee Chatmiiig, 
iii,398. 
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the entire valae of their prizes went to the owners 
snd captors. Wlien the prizes of Continental cmis- 
en were ships of war, one half the proceeds went 
to the captors, and in other cases only cme third. 
In October, 1776, Congress increased the shares 
of the captors to the whole and to one half the 
valae of tliese two dasses of prizes respectiTely, in 
order to pnt Continental vessels more nearly on 
terms of equality with pnTateers. Bounties and 
other inducements were resorted to for the purpose 
of obtaining recruits. It would probably have been 
better if not more than half as many private com- 
DUBBiona had been issued, provided that a corre- 
spondingly more powerful regnlar fleet coidd have 
been pnt upon the aea.^ 

It ocoasioually happened during the Bevolution 
that vessels built tnr purchased and fitted out for 
the Continental service, subsequently found their 
way into one of die state navies, or perhaps became 
privateers ; and the reverse was also true in cme or 
two instances. It was also the case not infrequently 
that two or all three of the different classes of vessels 
cruised together in squadrons or on expeditions. 
OfBoers likewise, beginning as privateersmen or in 
state service, were sometimes transferred to the 
Continental navy ; and, on the other hand, unem> 
ployed Coatduenbil officers and seamen, especially 

> Joar. Cant. Cmgr., April IT, Angnst 6, October 80, 1T76, 
Mmioh29,lTI1,Jaly 11,1780. ForfortharduonuioDofpiiTatear- 
ing and oammeToe deatrojii]^, Me belov, pp. 642, 663. 
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towards the end of the war, sought service in the 
state navies or in privateers. For these reasons 
there was to some extent a sort of blending of the 
three classes of sea service, both as regards ships 
and personneL The narrative therefore will follow 
a more natural course in describing the naval opersr 
tions of the war to a certain extent in a chro- 
nological or geographical order and not strictly 
in conformity with the classes of service con- 
cerned. 

The disparity between the sea power of America 
and that of England, great as it actually was, will 
be found less marked than mere figures would indi* 
cate, when we inquire into the true condition of the 
British fleet and of naval administration in England. 
Our enemy had many difficulties to contend with 
which must be set off gainst the numbers of ships, 
guns, and men to be found in statistical tables. 
After the Revolution of 1688 the navy was less 
dependent on the King than it formerly had been 
and looked more to Parliament for &vor, which waa 
an advanti^ in some ways, but brought the service 
more into partisan politics. Duriug the first three 
quarters and more of the eighteenth century the 
British navy suffered much from corruption and 
mismanagement in civil administration, and at times 
also from incompetent ooomianders at sea. Before 
the end of the Seven Years' Wta in 1763 a high 
degree of efficiency had been brought about, but 
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after that a decided {ailing off took place and ood- 
tinued many years.^ 

It is uot easy to make an BBtimate of the real 
strength of the BritiBh navy at the time of the 
American Bevolntion, for figures derived from diffeiv 
eut souicea vary, and many ships were sent to sea 
in snch poor condition that they were by no means 
able to perform the service to be expected from 
their nominal force. The number of vessels of all 
classes in 1775 was stated to be two hundred and 
seventy, including one hundred and thir^-one ships 
of the line, that is, ships carrying sixty or more 
guns on two or more decksi in 1783 the number 
was four hundred and sixly-ei^t, invading a hun- 
dred and seventy-four ships of the line. During the 
same time the number of men increased from eigh- 
teen thousand to one hundred and ten thousand. In 
January, 1778, there were supposed to be two 
hundred and seventy-four vessels of all classes ready 
for immediate service, of which ninety-two were on 
the North American station besides thirteen at New- 
foundland and forty-one in the West Indies. At 
the end of tiie year the total effective force was 
three hundred and seventeen, while the niunbers 
in the Western Hemisphere were somewhat reduced. 
These figures seem formidable when compared with 
those of the Continental navy, including Washing- 
ton's little fleet in Massachusetts Bay, which com- 

1 Hunay'i Sitfri mtory ef lA« Bogoi Ifavg, ii, 2, 101, 117, 
118, 188, 134, 136. 
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prised altogether, during the whole conrse of the 
war, between fifty and sixty vessels in actual service, 
rating from thirty-two-gun frigatee down to small 
schooners and sloops. To these are to be added the 
small craft on inland waters, the state navies, ia- 
oluding perhaps for^ or more sea^^tnng craisers, 
and the privateers, numerous to be sure, and capable 
of inflicting serious injury upon commerce, but in 
no sense a menace even to the lighter regular cruisers 
of the enemy. These American figures of coarse 
very greatly exceed the number in service at any 
one time. Nevertheless the British were beset with 
manifold troubles and tbeir ships found plenty of 
oocnpation. The active and fast-sailing rebel priva- 
teers required dose watching and led their pnrBuers 
many a long chase. Supplies bad to be brought 
from Europe, and for the convoy of these as weU 
as of troop-ships a considerable part of tbeir force 
must be diverted from purely warlike employment. 
The loss of the seafaring pt^mlation of America as 
a source of supply for the manning of the British 
navy was likewise severely felt at a time when naval 
expansion was necessary. In 1778 the navy of 
France and later those of Spun and Holland entered 
the contest ag^nst England and threatened ber 
naval suprema^^.' 

> Bonnay, u, 210-214, 21ft ; Clowei'i Boyai Navy, iii, S27, S28 ; 
8«bombeig's Naval Ommhss, i, 424, 436, 440, 463, U, I, 30, 68, 
124 ; BeataoD's Naeai and Military Mtmoiri, vr, 291 ; IHt> ed- 
UM«d b; R. W. NeewT from ParliamentBry Reporta and aAw 
•onro™. See alao Nee»or'i ItOndvctiim to Naval Sillers Seattf 
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Yet B foe to the British navy more malign thao 
foreign naries was found in the Admiralty at home, 
and that was maladministration. In 1771 the Earl 
of Sandwich, who had previously been first lord of 
the Admiralty for two Bhort terms, was i^;ain ap- 
pointed to the office and hehi it nstil 1782. The 
administraldon of the navy under Sandwioh was not 
only weak, bat reached nearly the lowest depths ot 
ocomption. Inl778,"embezzlement,laioeiiy,8wind- 
ling " and other libe abuses prevailed in the dock- 
yards. Money waa voted for repurs and the ships 
were not repaired. " Vessels reported as weU found 
and ready for sea lay in the naval harbours rotting." 
From 1775 to 1782, seventy-six vessels of the navy, 
including fourteen of sixty-four or more gnns, " caj^ 
sized, foundered, or were wrecked." The nation was 
charged with four thousand more men than were 
rated on the books of the navy. There was collu- 
sion between dockyard officials and shipowners; 
the former would inspect and condemn vessels and 
the latter, haviqg bought a ship, would change her 
name and t^pearance and sell her bach to the govern- 
ment for transport service.^ Some of the admirals 
participated in the fruits of embezzlement, and the 
management of naval affairs at New York under 
Arbuthnot was corrupt. Maltreatment of seamen, 
bad food, scurvy, and other evils were doe largely 
to the dishonesty of parsers. Insubordination and 
disaffection resulted, and it was said that from 

> Belohei'a Fira Amtriean Civil War, i, 200-292. 
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1774 to 1780 fiarty-two tlionsand men deserted 
from tlie iiavy. Duriag ihe same time eighteen 
thooBuid died of disease. Incompeteot medical 
serrioe was the rule, and the mortality, especially 
in tropical seas, was appalling ; bnt an exception to 
this is to be found in the fleet of Admiral Rodney, 
whose surgeon brought about reforms which saved 
countless liyes.^ 

Charles Middleton, the comptroller of the navy, 
in the course of correspondence with Sandwich, 
spoke very plunly of the abuses in naval adminis- 
tration.3 In 1779 he writes, "The desertions 
from ships and hospitals are beyond imagination. 
The discipline of service is entirely lost, and to a 
great measure owing to admiralty indulgences, but 
still more to admiralty negligence. The vrant of 
vigour at that board has weakened its anthoiity to 
suoh a degree over the officers of the fleet, that no 
respect is paid to its orders. . . . For want of 
plan, for want of men of professional knowledge 
used to business to assist at the admiralty, and for 
vrant of method and execution, cme error has pro- 
daoed another, and the whole has become such a 
mass of confusion, that I see no prospect of redao- 
ing it to order. Alt I can do at the navy office will 
avail bnt little if the admiralty continues what it 

1 Bdeher, 26(^207, SOIr^OS; Publieatum ^ Navy Steordt 
Boe., xxzu, 80-83 ; Sonnajr, ii> 20K-210, 214-216 ; Matt. Hut. Soc 
Proe., xliT, 364-368 ; DaU aall««t«d b; R. W. Neeier. 

« Navs Bee. Soc., m™i, 2-10, Id-Stt 
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is at preaent. It is, indeed, so wretchedly bad, that 
if I waited for official orders and kept within the 
mere line of duty without presaing or proposing 
what ought to come unasked for, we must inevit- 
ably stand stiU. . . . The whole system of the 
admiralty is rotten, . , . Hie doc^ards, from 
a want of proper attention to appointments, are in 
a wretched disabled state, without spirit, without 
discipline." ^ In another letter he says : '* For want 
of proper men to conduct the business at the ports, 
no expedition is used in refitting the ships. The 
officers are not kept to their daty. The men are 
daily deserting in scores, and those who remtun are 
inclined to mutiny."' Again, February 3, 1781, 
i^ter relating much of Uie same sort, he observes: 
" I cannot be an acquiescent witness of the present 
weak state of the yards, and likely to continue so, 
according to the current arrangements, at a crisis 
when the utmost efforts of every officer in every 
department of the navy from tlie highest to the 
lowest, are most loudly demanded." * To this 
Sandwich replies: " I have neither leisure nor in- 
clination to enter into a discussion upon the subject 
of the letter with which you have favoured me."* 
In 1786, Middleton, speaking of Sandwich's admin- 
istration, says that ** all his successors, notwith- 
standing their great pretensions to a r^ard for the 
public service, have proceeded in the same way ; 

1 SaegBte. Boa, zxztiu,4, 6, 6. * Ibid., 7. 

*iiW.,26. • Hid., 27. 
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and I find politics have got too great a hold on this 
branch of the navy for me to withstand it."* 

It ma; he inferred from all this that the British 
navy vas less formidable than the imposing array 
of ships on the printed lists would indicate ; and 
yet service traditions of die right sort and fitness 
for the sea gave the English a superiority as a fight- 
ing force over other European navies out of pro- 
portioD to their numbers. 

> Naet B«e. Boe., zzxriil, 80. 
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WASHWaTON'S FLEET, 1776 AND 1776 

GeneralWabhinoton took command of the Ameri- 
can army at Cambridge July S, 1775, and tihe si^ 
of Boston was closely maintuned at eveiy point 
except on tbe vater side of the town. Ebre the 
British receired proTifiiona and military stores 
withont interruptioii. It was of great importance 
to int^cept these supplies as far as possible with 
a view to distressing the enemy ; and fmrthermote 
ihe scariMty of the munitions of war with the col- 
onists suggested their capture from the British as 
the readiest means of obtaining them. In August, 
'W'ashiagton had some oorrespoudenoe with the 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts as to the 
advisability of fitting out armed vessela for tbe por^ 
pose, but without immediate result.' 

Accordingly, there being no Continental naval 
establishment at that time, he determined to 
employ detaebments of the army, for which he 
required no further authority than tbe general 
discretion allowed bim for the effective prosecution 
of the mega. The regiments recruited in Salem, 
Marblehead, Beverly, and other shore towns were 
composed lai^ly of seafaring men ; the regiment 
> Am. Arch., 17, lU, 827. 
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of Colonel John Grlover of Marblehead afterwards 
became noted for ferrying the Continental army 
across the East Biver to New York after the Battle 
of Long Island and across the Delaware before the 
Battle of Trenton. Washington drew upon these 
raiments of sailors and fishermen for the crews of 
the vessels fitted out in the fall of 1775. 

The first of these vessels was the schooner Han- 
nah, and Captain Nicholson Btonghton was put in 
command. His instructions, signed by Washington 
and dated September 2, 1776, were as follows: 
" YoUf being appointed a Captain in the Army of 
the United Colonies of North>America, are hereby 
directed to tahe the command of a detachment of 
said Army and proceed on board the Schooner Han- 
nah, at Beverly, lately fitted out and equipped with 
arms, ammunition and provisions, at the Continen- 
tal expense. Yon are to proceed, as commander of 
said Schooner, immediately on a cruise against such 
vessels as may be found on the high seas or else- 
where, bound inwards and outwards, to or from 
Boston, in the service of the Ministerial Army, and 
to take and seize all soch vessels laden with soldiers, 
arms, ammunition or provisions, for or from said 
Army, or which you shaU have good reason to sus- 
pect are in such service." Broughton was to send his 
prizes into "the safest and nearest Port to this 
camp " ; papers disclosing the enemy's designs were 
to be searched for ; prisoners were to be humanely 
treated, allowed to retain their private property 
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and Bent to headquarters under a guard famished 
by the Continentitl officer stationed at the port ; the 
apportionment of prize money was prescribed ; armed 
vessels of the enemy were to be avoided, the sole 
object of the enterprise being the interception of 
supplies ; a system of signals was to be established 
for oommunicatiug with other Teasels to be sent out. 
The instructions concluded with the injunction "to 
be extremely careful and frugal of your ammnni- 
tioii ; by no means to waste any of it in salutes, or 
aay purpose but what is absolutely necessary." ^ 

Brougbton went to sea September 5 ; two days 
later he put into Gloucester and made the following 
report: " I sailed from Beverly last Tuesday at ten 
o'clock, with a fair wind ; proceeded on my cruise. 
On the same day, about five o'clock, saw two ships 
of war ; they gave me chase. I made back towards 
Cape Ann, but did not go in. Next morning I saw 
a ship under my lee quarter ; she giving me chase, 
I run into Cape Ann harbour. I went out again 
that night about sunset and stood to the southward. 
Next morning saw a ship under my lee quarter ; I 
perceived her to be a large ship. I taoked and stood 
back for the land ; soon after I put about and stood 
towards her ag^ and found her a ship of no force. 
I came up with her, hailed, and asked where she 
came from; was answered, from Fiscataqua, and 
bound to Boston. I told him he mnst bear away 
and go into Cape Ann ; but being very loth, I told 
1 ^m. Arch-, TV, iii, 633. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



62 NAVAL HISTOBT OF THE RETOLnnON 
hiin if he did not I should fire on her. On that ulie 
bore ttwaj and I have brought her safe into Cape 
Ann barbonr, and bare delivered the ship and pris- 
(mers into the bands and caie of the Committee of 
Safety for this Town of Gloucester, and bave de- 
nred them to send the prisoners under proper guard 
to your Excellenoy for further orders." This prize 
was the ship Unity, loaded with naral stores and 
lumber.^ It was tbe first capture made by a Con- 
tinental ressel. 

Sarly in October Colonel Glorer was instructed 
to procure two other vessels in Salem or Newbnry- 
port and fit them out as soon as possible. The Han- 
nab was laid aside, and in her place another Bcboonw 
was hired, " of better &me for suling." There was 
oonsiderable delay in getting these vessels ready for 
sea.* Meanwhile Washington had received the in- 
stmctiims of Congress of October 6, to attempt the 
capture of the two brigs bound to Quebec." Gov- 
enor Cooke of Ebode Uand was unable to give ud 
in this matter, one of the Rhode Island vessels being 
unfit for service, while the other, the sloop Katy, 
Captuu Whipple, was on a voyage to Bermuda in 
quest (d powder. For several weeks General Wash- 
ington and Governor Cooke had been corresponding 
in r^ard to Qua ^iterprise. The scarcity of gun- 
powder in the American army caused. Washington 
great anxiety, and at his solicitation the governor 

1 Am. Ardi^ IV, iu, 668, 68S. * Ibid., US, 018, 901 

* Sm aba**, p. 22. 
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had dispatclied the Katf to Bermnda, which at that 
time seemed to he the most likely place to get it.^ 
The people of Bermuda were friendly to the pop- 
ular canse in America and gave troable to the 
British by their opposition to the enforcement of 
laws forbidding trade with the Revolntionists.* 

, For the expedition to the Gnlf of St. Lawrenoe 
two of the sohoonera reoently procured were chosen. 
They were called ii» Lynch and the Franklin and 
were put onder the conmnand of Captuns Brongh- 
ton and Selman. Their orders were issaed Octo- 
ber 16 : " The hononrable Continental Congress 
having recmved intelligence that two north conntry 
brigantines of no force suled from England some 
time ago for Qaebeck, laden with six tbonsand 
stands of arms, a la^ quantity of powder and 
other stores, you are hereby directed to make all 
possible despatch for the Blver St. Lawrence and 
there to take such a station as will best enable you 
to intercept the above vessels. Ton are also to seize 
and take any other transports laden with men, am- 
munition, dothing, or other stores for the nse of the 
Ministerial Army or Navy in America, and secure 
them in such places as may be most safe and oon- 
y^ent.*' Captain Bronghton was to command the 
expedition. If they found that the brigs had already 
passed, they were still to cmise off the mouth of 

» Am. Arei., JV, iH, 86, 69, 137, 461, 631, 653, 664, 682, 71(^ 
718, 788, 808, 842, 1087. 

» Bril. Adm. Bte., A D.4SS, No. 55, Msnih 16, ITTa 
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the riyer as long as the Beason would permit and 
attempt to seize all vessels in the service of the 
British army. It was thought that in case of the 
capture of Qaebeo by the Americans, such vessels 
would be likely to come down the river. Canadian 
vessels, however, not in the British service, were 
not to be in any way molested. After some further 
delay the Lynch and Franklin suled frmn Marble 
head October 21.i 

Soon after this. Captain Whipple returned from 
Bermuda, where he had been well received by the 
people, but found no powder. The Katy was at 
once fitted out for a cruise to l^e eastward. In the 
mean time work had been pushed on other vessels 
for Washington's fleet under many difficulties, and 
by the end of October four, in addition to the 
Lynch and Franklin, were ready for service. Th^ 
were the schooners Lee and Warren at Salem and 
Marblehead and the brigantine Washington and 
Bcbooner Harrison at Plymouth. The Lee, com- 
manded by Captain Manley of Marblehead, and 
Harrison, Captain Colt of Oonnecticnt, were at sea 
October 29 ; the Warren, Captain Adams of Kew 
Hampshire, and the Washington, Captain Martin- 
dale of Rhode Island, got away early in November. 
Their services were needed, as the enemy's trans- 
ports continued to arrive in Boston. Colonel Joseph 
Eeed, Washington's military secretary, suggested as 
colore for the fleet " a flag with a white ground, a 
» Am. Ar<A., IV, ui, 1068, 1075, 1076, 1083, llOS, 1134. 
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tree in tlie middle, the motto, ' Appeal to Heaven.' " 
This, the New England pine-tree flag, was used on 
the floafang batteries about Boston, and six months 
later was prescribed by the FroTincial Congress 
for the Massaobusetts navy.^ 

The Lynch and Franklin arrived in the Strut 
of Canso early in November and cruised in this 
neighborhood about two weeks, not being able to 
get farther at that time on account of head winds. 
The; took a few small vessels which were after- 
wards released, not being considered lawful prize. 
November 17 they appeared before Charlottetown, 
the capital of the Island of St. John's (Prince 
^wud IsUnd). This was the farthest point they 
reached. Here the conduct of Broughton and Sel- 
man showed a singular want of propriety for which 
their only excuse seems to have been the informa- 
tion they had received that preparadons were be- 
ing carried on there for assisting in the defense of 
Quebec. They supposed they " should do essential 
service t^ breaking up a nest of recruits intended 
to be sent agidnst Monl^mery, who commanded 
onr forces in Quebeok." In the excess of their zeal 
the Americans seized both public and private prop- 
erty and brought away as prisoners three prominent 
citizens, including the acting governor. Upon ar- 
riving at Cambridge, these men were promptly 
released and their property restored by Oeneral 

> Am. Arch., IV, iii, 1083, 112S, 1134, 1167, 1181, 1182, 1208, 
1216, 1260, 1261, 1346 ; Etc den. Court Mau., April 29, 1776. 
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WaBhington, who mvenif reprored Bronghton and 
Selman. Washington T&a disappointedand dissatis- 
fied with the Tfisnlts of this enterprise, and believed 
that if the; had gone farther and cnuBed in the month 
of the St. Lawrence, ," all the vessels coming down 
that river must [have fallen] into their hands." ^ 

Meanwhile the other vessels of Washington's lit- 
tle fleet cruised with more or less saccess. The Har- 
rison brought two prizes into Plymouth Kovember 
6 ; they were a schooner and sloop from Nova Scotia 
bound to Boston with provisions. As the season 
advanced and the weather became severe, some of 
these soldier sailors grew discontented and trouble- 
some. William Watson, Washington's agent at 
Plymouth, on November 23 found the crew of the 
Harrison " an uneasy set of fellows who have got 
soured by the severity of the season," and on the 
29th he wrote to the commander-in-chief " that the 
people on board the Brigantine Washington are in 
general discontented and have agreed to do no duty 
cm board said vessel, and say that they enlisted to 
serve in the army and not as marines. I believe 
Capt. Martindale has done all in his power to make 
things easy. His people really appear to me to be 
a set of the most unprincipled abandoned fellows I 
ever saw. I am very apprdensive that little is to 
be expected from fellows drawn promiscuously from 

^Am. ATck.,IV,m,•lSS^, ISro, 1407, 1419, iv, IM, 178, 181, 
214, 451 ; >Safem GaittU, Jnlj 22, 1866, quoted in Waite'i Origin 
^Uie AMtriean Navf. 
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Hie army £or this bnnness ; bat that if people were 
enlisted for the purpose of priTateering, mnch might 
be expected from them." WaBhington wrote to tlie 
President of Congress December 4 : " The plagne, 
trouble and vezation I hare had with the crews o£ 
all the armed vessels is inexpressible. I do beliCTe 
there is not on earth a more disorderly set. Every 
time they come into port we hear of nothing bnt 
mntinouB complaints. Manly's success has lately, 
and but lately, quieted his people. The crews of the 
Washington and Harrison have actoally deserted 
them, so that I have been under the necessity of 
ordering the agent to lay the latter up, and get 
hands for the other on the best terms be could." On 
the same day, however, news of a fortunate cruise 
ot Captain Manley having reached Plymouth, Wat- 
son wrote: "Aiter repairing on board the brig 
Saturday night, inquiring into the cause of the un- 
easiness among the people and finding it principally 
owing to their want of clothing, and after supply- 
ing them vith what they wanted, the whole crew, to 
a man, gave three cheers and declared their readi- 
ness to go to sea the next morning. The warm 
weather at that time and the news of Captain Man- 
ly's good success had a very happy influence on the 
minds of the people." ^ 

John Manley was the most saccessfnl erf the 
captains and was regarded I^ Washington with 
especial favor. He was about forty-two years of age 
1 Am. Ac*.. IV, iu, 1378, 1868, 1713, It, 179, 181. 
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and of English birtli, but had lived since early 
manhood in Marhleheact. His vessel, the Lee, was 
a seventy-two ton schooner eanying a li^;e sqnare- 
sail on the fore topmast ; she mounted four four- 
pounders and ten swivels, and was manned by fifty 
soldiers from Glover's r^ment. Early in Kovem- 
ber Manley captured two or three small vessels. 
About the middle of the month a British frigate 
arrived at Boston with another vessel onder convoy. 
It was learned that a third vessel which had been 
with them had not arrived. Mauley, who happened 
to be at Beverly, received this information from 
headquarten and immediately went to sea in search 
of the belated vessel On the 29th he sighted a 
sail which proved to be the object of his search, the 
brigantine Nancy, which when overhauled sur- 
rendered without resistance and was taken into 
Gloucester. The Xancy carried a lai^ cargo of ord- 
nance and military stores which were of the utmost 
value to the American army. Besides other things 
there were two thousand muskets, thirty-one tons 
of mnsket shot, three thousand round shot, several 
barrels of powder, and a thirteen-inoh brass mortar, 
whidi promised to be most useful in the siege of 
Boston. A few days later the mortar was ** fixed 
on its bed before the Continental Laboratory [in 
Cambridge]. It is called The Congress, and is pro- 
nounced to be the noblest piece of ordnance ever 
landed in America." > Manley continued his cruise, 
' If. S. dronidt, Deoembw 7, ITTC. 
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and within a few days oaptnred a three hnndted 
ton ship called the Concord. A little latw he took 
two other vessels and still another before the end 
of the year. On board one of these prizes were im- 
portant letters of Lord Dunmore, the royal gov- 
ernor of Vii^inia.* 

In regard to the capture of the Nancy, Lord 
Sandwich, then at the head of the Admiralty, sud : 
" The loss of the ordnance store ship is a fatal event, 
and by what Mr. Pringle tells me, has been most 
probably owing to the treachery of the master, who 
went oat nnder ocmrof which he parted from on 
his passage and tho' a frigate on the coast of Amer- 
ica, which he met at sea, took him nnder her pro- 
tection, he parted from her also and otmtinned to 
be beating backwards and forwards near the shore 
till he was picked up by the enemy's wbaleboats." * 
From the preceding narratdve it appears that the 
close of the year 1775 found the Americans begin- 
ning in a resolute if somewhat feeble way to cnrtail 
in a slight measure the complete control of the sea 
held by their enemy. In a letter to Eichard Henry 
Lee, dated November 27, before Mauley's more not^ 
able successes, Washington sums up the situation in 
Kew England waters : " In answer to your inquiries 
respecting armed vessels, there are none of any tol- 
erable force belonging to this Government. I know 

1 An. ArA., lY, iii, 1B87, lt21, 1722, iy, 168, 179, 180, 181, 
214, 227, 314 ; Coil. Eaex Inttitate, Jannarj, 1909 ; Btuton Gazette, 
Decamlwr 4, 26, 1776 ; Man. 8ps, DecwuUi IG, 177S. 

* ma. MamueripU Cmmummn, SUgfordSademtU XBB-, 20. 
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of bat two of any kind ; those very small." He 
donbtless alludes to the Machiaa labor^ and Dili- 
gent and to the provincial govenun«nt of Massachu- 
setts. "At the Ccmtinental expense I have fitted out 
aiz, two of which are upon the cruise directed by 
Congress ; the rest ply about Capes Cod and Ann, 
as yet to very little purpose. These vessels are all 
manned l^ officers and soldiers, but how far, as 
they are upon the old establishment which has not 
more than a month to exist, they can be ordered off 
this station, I will not undertake to say ; bnt sup- 
pose they might be engaged anew. Belonging to 
Provideooe there are two armed vessels, and I am 
told Connecticut has one." ^ As tt was nsnal to call 
most armed vessels privateers, referraices to them 
in the newspapers and in correspondence cannot be 
relied on, but presumably some of those commis- 
sioned by Massachusetts bad begun to omise by the 
end of the year. Colonel Joseph Ward, writing to 
John Adams from the camp at Boxbnry December 
8, expresses his belief that naval enterprise on the 
part of the separate colonies will bring the best 
results.' 

On the 1st of January, 1776, Washington ap- 
pointed Manley commodore of his fleet and he 
hoisted bis pennant on board the schooner Hancock, 
which had just been added to the force. The terms 
of enlistnimt of the soldiers who had manned the 
vessels havingjnstezpired, new erews were recruited 
1 Am. Aitk^ 17, iii, 168T. * Adatu MSB. 
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from 1sb» sea&riog population along shore. All the 
vessels reeeired new commanders. I>aniel Waters 
took the Lee, Samoel Tucker the Franklin, Charles 
Dyar the Harrison, John Ayres the Lynch, and 
William Burke the Warren. The conmiissions and 
unstmctions of the first three of these captains were 
dated January 20 ; of the other two, February 1. 
The Washington, Captun Martindale, bad been 
oaptoted by the British firigate Fowey off Cape Ann 
in December, and taken into Boston.^ 

In January, Manley took two prizes off Ntta- 
tasket and waa convc^ring them to Hymoath when 
be fell in with a British eightgnn schooner and 
bad a brisk engagement in sight of tbe enemy's fleet 
in Nantasket Boads. The sdiooner sheered off and 
ran into Boston Harbor. Washington wrote to Man- 
ley, January 28 : " I received your agreeable letter 
of the 26th instant giving an account of your having 
taken and carried into Plymouth two of tbe enemy's 
transports. Toor conduct in eng^ing the eight-gun 
sobooner with so few hands as yon went oat with, 
your attention in securing your prizes and yonr 
general good behavior since you first engt^^ in the 
service, merit my and yonr country's thanks.'* He 
goes on to su^^t appointing stations for the dif- 
ferent vessels, so as to give a better chance of inter- 
cepting the enemy's supplies, saying that the other 

1 CaS. Xuex Intl., Jaoiur?, 1009 ; Avi- Jrek., IV, It, 2G7, 791, 
793, 910 ; Sieppard'a L\f* of Tacktr, 31-36, 49, 60 ; Bo*(#n 0az«ff«, 
JaiuiBr; 1, ITTS ; BrU. Adn. Etc., A. D. 4SS, DeoMntm 16, ITIft. 
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oiqitaiiiB, having been instnioted to take orders from 
Mauley, dared not disobey ; *' I wish yon could in- 
spire the captUDS of the other armed Bchocmeni 
under your command with some of yonr activity and 
industry." ^ A fev days later Manl^ had another 
WGounter with the enemy. As he " was coming out 
of Plymouth JanuarySO, an armed brig (which went 
from Boston for the purpose of taking him, as he 
supposed) gave him chase, upon which he ran bis 
vessel on Ediore a little south of the North River in 
Scituate. The brig came to anchor and fired not less 
than four hundred times upon the privateer ; but, 
very remarkable, no man was even wounded. One 
ball entered the stem and passed but about six 
inches from Captain Manly, who was confined by 
sickness in bis cabin. The next day one hundred 
and thirty balls were found upon the adjacent sboie. 
Besides the above, which is from a correspondent 
near where the affair happened, we hear that after 
the brig ceased firing she manned her boats, boaxded 
Capt^ Manly's vessel (the people being ashore) 
and endeavoured to set her on fire ; but seeing onr 
people coming upon them, they were glad to get off 
without effecting their de«gn. She has since been 
got off, is refitting and nearly ready for another 
cruise." ^ The Hancock took two prizes in March, 
one of which was armed and only surrendered after 

1 Ford's Writings a/ Washington, iii, 382, 383. 
■ Am. Arch., IV, It, 010 (lettar fram Cambridga, Fcbnurj 1, 
1776). 
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an engagement. The Lee and Franklin oaptared a 
lioge brigantine early in Febniuy and sent her into 
Gbucester.^ 

Meanwhile, during the occupation of Boston l^ 
the British, other vesselB than those of Washington's 
fleet were oniising in Massachusetts Bay and to 
the eastward. In DeeembeF the Bhode Island sloop 
Katy, Captain Whipple, captured one of the enemy's 
ships. The privateer Yankee Hero of Newbuiypori; 
cruised in February and March with success. Among 
the prizes taken was <' a large Ship from and own'd 
in London, laden with Goal, Cheese and Porter, 
bound for the Ministerial Assassins at Boston." 
February 26, 1776, fifteen prizes were advertised 
to be tried at Ipswich, and March 25, twelve others 
at Plymouth.' 

The great eVent of the month of March was 
heralded with a joy which found expression in some- 
what extravagant language. On the 18th the evac- 
uation of Boston was announced in the " Gazette," 
which was published at Watertown : " On Friday 
[March 16] it was reported they were plundering 
the town, In^aking and destK^ring everything they 
could not carry away. And yesterday morning this 
last account was verified by the speedy and precip- 

» ^ra. Arth., IV, 1», 888,883,910, 836, T,19e, 834 ; WaJangttm, 
in, 382, 403 ; Tuektr, 56 ; Ctil Etttx Inil., Jsniiary, 1000 ; Boiton 
Gautte, JU11UI7 22, 20, Fetnuary 12, Hmich 11, 18, 1776 ; Jf. E. 
Chromdt, Pebnuuy 1, 8, 1776. 

> BoXiHi OoMttt, DewinbeT 11, 1776, Saiaarj 22, Febniuj 19, 
86, Haich 4, 18, 2C, 1776 ; Mat*. Spy, Jtuiiur? 26, 1770. 
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itate retreat of the whole of the Mimsterial bntch- 
ering, muidermg and plundering Banditti of Lord 
Koith's meroenariee." Marah 22, Colonel Joseph 
Waid wrote to John Adams : " The llHi Inst, the 
Pirates ail abandoned their Works in Boston & 
Charlestown & went on board their Ships, & on the 
20th they burnt & destroyed the Worhs on Castle 
Island. They now lye in Nantasket Boad wuting 
for a fair wind ; we keep a vigilant eye over them 
lest they should make an attack on some unexpected 
quarter." * 

Soon after the evacuation Washington went to 
New York with the main army, leaving General 
Artemas Ward in command at Bosttm. The fleet 
then passed under Ward's orders. Captain Manley 
was appointed to command one of the new frigates 
authorized by Congress in December, 1775, and 
gave up the schooner Hancock to Captain Tucker; 
and the Franklin was commanded for a short time 
by James Mngford of MarUehead. The Hancock 
on May 7 captured two brigs off Boston Harbor in 
flight of two or three British men-of-war at anchor, 
which had remained after the evacuation. The 
prizes were taken into Lynn.' 

On May 17 the Franklin captured the ship Hope 
with a large cargo of military stores including 
seventy-five tons of powder. Mugford took his prize 

I Bottm Qatetu, March 18, ITTS ; Adatai M88. 
* Am. Arch., IV, vi, 390 ; N. E. ChnmieU, M&y 0, 1TI6 ; BaUm 
QattOt, Mb; 13, 177a 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



JAMES UUGFORD 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



aiiizodbvGoogle 



WASHINGTON^ FLEET, 1776 AND 1776 75 
into Boston, mnning by the British fleet in the 
harbor. " The enemy on board the men of var be- 
low, intolerably vexed and chagrined that the above 
ship shonld be taken and nnloaded in their open 
view, formed a design of wreaking their vengeance 
on the gallant Capt. Mngford, wbo took her. The 
Sunday following [May 19] Capt. Mngford, in 
company with capt. Cnnninghamin the Lady Wash- 
ington, a small privateer armed with swivels, blond- 
erbnsses and moskets, fell down in order to go oat 
in the bay. The enemy observed their sailing and 
fitted out a fleet of boats for tiie purpose of sur- 
prizing and taking them in the night ; and the 
Franklin's rnnnii^ aground in the Gut gave them 
a good opportonity for executing their plan. The 
Lady Washington came to anchor near capt. Mag- 
ford, and between 9 and 10 o'clock be discovered 
a number of boats which be hailed and received for 
answer, that they were from Boston. He ordered 
them to keep off, or he would fire apon them. They 
be^ed him for God's sake not to fire, for they were 
going on board him. Capt. Mngford instantly fired 
and was followed by all his men, and cutting his 
cable bro't bis broadside to bear, when he discharged 
bis cannon loaded with musket ball directly in upon 
them. Before the cannon could be charged a second 
time, 2 or 8 boats were alongside, eacb of them 
supposed to have as many men on board as the 
Franklin, which were only 21, including ofBcers. 
By the beat accounts there were not less than 13 
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boats in all, numy of them armed with swivels and 
having on board, at the lowest oompntation, 200 
men. Capt. Mugfordandbismenpliedthosealong- 
nde so closely with fire arms and ^>earB and with 
snob intrepidity, activity and soccess, that two boats 
were soon sunk and all the men either killed or 
drowned. But while the heroic Mugford, with oat- 
stretched arms, was righteously dealing death and 
destraotion to onr base and unnatural enemies, he 
received a fatal ball in his body, wluoh in a few 
minntes put a period to a life, from which, had it 
been spared, his oppressed country would nndonbt- 
edly have reaped very eminent advantages. After 
onr brave men bad maintuned this unequal contest 
for about half an hour, the enemy thought proper 
to retire. The carnage among them must have been 
great, for besides the two boat loads killed and 
drowned many were doubtless killed and wounded 
on board the others. Great execution was done by 
the spears. One man with that weapon is poffltive 
of having killed nine of the enemy. The number 
of boats whidi attacked the Franklin was about 8 
or 9. The remainder, to the number of 4 or 6, aA 
the same time attacked Capt. Cunningham in die 
liady Washington, who tb^t had on board only 6 
m^i besides himself. This brave little company gave 
the boats such a warm reception that the enemy 
were soon glad to give ov^ the contest, after suffer- 
ing, it is thought, considerable loss."^ 
1 Bftm Oatttu, HsySO, 27, 1716; At».Ardi., IV, ti, 496, «6. 
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General Ward's report of May 20 differs some- 
wliat from the above as to the maimer of Mag- 
ford's death. He says :" Captain Mugford was very 
fiercely attacked by twelve or thirteen boats full of 
men, but he and his men exerted themselves mth 
remarkable bravery, beat off the enemy, sunk sev- 
eral of their boats, and killed a number of their 
men ; it is supposed they lost sixty or seventy. The 
intrepid Captain Mugford fell a little before the 
eoany left his schooner; he was mn through with 
a lance while he was cutting off the hands of the 
pirates as they were attempting to board him, and 
it is said that with his own hands he cnt off five 
purs of theirs. No other man was killed or wounded 
cm board the Franklin. . . . Mr. MugfOrd was not 
oomuiissioned Capt^n of the Franklin, but Master ; 
and as the o^r ofBcers had left the schooner, he 
took command." A week later Ward gave further 
det^Is as to the part taken by the Lady Washing- 
ton : " The Franklin bad twenty-one men, officers 
included; the Lady Washington had seven, Captain 
Cunningham commander. She was attacked by five 
boats, which were supposed to contain near or .quite 
a himdred men ; but after repeated efforts to board 
her they were beaten off by the intrepidity and ex- 
ertions of the little company, who gloriously defended 
the Lady against the brutal ravishers of liberty." ^ 

In regard to the Franldin's prize, General Howe 

vrrote from Halifax, June 7, to Lord George Ger- 

1 Am. Arek., IT, tI, 532, 602. 
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muD : " It is with conoem I am to advise your lord- 
ship of imotheT ordnance store ship, named the Hope, 
being taken in Boston Bay. She had a laige pro- 
portion of entrenching tools on board and, it is said, 
1500 barrels of powder. I onderstand the master 
was snspeoted of treachety before the ship left Eng- 
land and that Captain Dickson, conmuutding the 
Ghreyhonnd, gave information of the suspicion to the 
Lords Comnussioners of the Admiralty, sometime 
b^ore »\ie sailed under his convoy." ^ 

Many transports Buled from Englandfor America 
in the spring of 1776. It was reported by a ship- 
master lately arrived from France that a fleet of 
about forty with five thousand troops on board had 
sailed from Plymouth March 10.^ Another fleet of 
thirty-three troopships conveying three thousand 
Highlanders sailed from Scotland for Boston before 
news of the evacuation of Uie town reached E^n^and. 
Some of them arrived while the British fleet was 
still in the harbor and were able to join it. One of 
them, however, early in June was so unfortunate as 
to fall in with the schooners Lee, Capt^ Waters, 
and Warren, Captain Burke, and was captured and 
taken safely into port. She had about a hundred 
soldiers on board.^ 

In a letter to Washington dated June 16, 1776, 
General Ward f^ves an account of the measures 
1 8U3>fi)rd-8atJtvUU X88., SC 

* Adamt M88., April 30, 1T7S. 

* Papm of CmU. Ciingmt,lSi,2, ^i B«$tiMaateat,3aimlO, 
1776. 
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tabentomakecompletetlieevaciiatiott of Boston. He 
says: "The thirteentli Instant at evening I orderod 
five Hundred men with proper officers, a detachment 
of the Train with a thirteen Inch Mortar, two Eigh- 
teen ponnders and some small Cannon, under the 
Command of Colo. Whitcomb, to tahe post on Ix>ng 
Island to annoy the Enemys Ships ; the neoessaiy 
works were thrown np in the night imd the next 
morning onr Cannon and Mortar be^^an to play upon 
the pirates, which soon drove them all oat of the 
haiboor. The Fleet consbted of thirteen in number, 
the Benown of fifty Guns, several smaller ships of 
War and some transports with Highlanders on board ; 
as near as we oould judge there wereabonteight hun- 
dred Troops on board the Transports. They blew np 
the Light house as they went oiEf and then put to sea 
with their Fleet. I think it probable they will leave 
some Frigates to cruize in the bay. Anumberof the 
Colony troops and militia were to have ihrown up 
some works the same night on Petticks Island and 
Kantasket head, but by some unfortunate obsbrao- 
tiouB they did not get their Canon ready in tame ; 
however, they gave the Enemy a number of Shot as 
the Ships passed through the OhanneL Our shot 
out away some of their yards and rigging and several 
sent into the ships sides, but the SheUs from die 
Mortar terryfied them most ; they returned a fierce 
shot from the Commodores ship without uiy effect 
and got under siul with all expedition." i An offi< 
1 P<g). Cant. Congr., 1S2, 2, 98. 
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cer of the militia, sent to Nantasket Head, says 
that, after great and imaToidable delay, gnns were 
monnted on Quaher HiU. The fieet had akeady 
dropped down and anchored opposite the lighthouse. 
" The Commodore lay foremost and after firing the 
Beoond shot he blew up the Light-House, and at the 
fourth ronnd the whole fleet got under way a second 
time. Some of onr shot we have no doubt Btru<& 
him, as all the boats in the fleet were sent to tow 
him off. He fired but one shot, but we pelted him 
till out of reach of our cannon." ^ The BritiBh 
fleet, oommanded by Conmiodore Banks, consisted 
of eight ships, two snows, two brigs, and a schooner. 
The B«nown, with two otier men-of-war and twelve 
transports, arrived at Halifax July 6.' 

It is probable that some of the fleet of Scotch 
transports bound to Boston were intercepted by 
Commodore Banks and taken into Halifax with him ; 
several of these ships got safely into, that place 
eventually. But June 16, only two days after the 
last British vessel had been driven out of Boston 
Harbor, two of these transports unsuspiciously ap- 
proached the port. The officer of militia stationed 
at Nantasket gives an account of what passed under 
his notice, as the vessels came within view of that 
point, saying: "On Sunday afternoon we saw a 
ship and a brigantine standing in for the Light- 

» ^m. Ard,., IV, IT, 948. 

> Ai'il., 917,081,946; AliHim,m,10i,2SS,2S6; BoaonGautte, 
Jtuw IT, 1776 ; Contintntal JtMmai, Joaa 20, 1716 ; Adamt 3188., 
Jam 16, 1176. 
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House channel, ctuued and fired upon by four 
privateers." One of these seems to have been the 
sdKKtner Warren, Captain Burke, of Washington's 
fleet. The combatants " frequently ezchai^ed broad- 
sides. We, supposing them to be part of the Scotdi 
fleet, got every man to his quarters and carried one 
ei^teen-pounder to Point Alderton on purpose to 
hinder their retreat should they get into the road, 
opposite where we had three eighteen pounders. 
About five o'clock the privateers left them and stood 
£or the southward, when the ship and brig crowded 
all their sail for the channel. Our orders were not 
to fire till the last [the brig] got abreast of us. 
In tacking, she got aground just under our cannon, 
when we luuled her to strike to this Colony ; they 
refused and we fired one eighteen-pounder loaded 
with round and canister diot, when she struck and 
cried out for quarters. We ordered the boat and 
Captain on shoreand then fired at the ship, but being 
quite dark, we supposed she had struck. By this 
timetheprivateerscameup. ACaptain of the High- 
landers in the brigantine's boat came on shore. Some 
time after, the ship got under way and stood for 
the Narrows, when a fine privateer brigantine [the 
Defence of the Connecticut navy], commanded by 
Captun Harding of New Haven, . . . and five 
schooners gave chase. The brig came alongside, when 
ahot engagement ensued, which lasted three quarters 
of an hour, when the ship struck. The brigantine 
floating, took advantage of the confusion and 
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attempted to follow, botii guppoang the enemy in 
poBseMion of Boston."' 

The Defence had atuled from Plymouth in the 
morning. One of her lieutenants, Samuel Smedley, 
Bays that fixing was heard in the direction of B(»ton. 
It was foggy, bat cleared in the afternoon and the 
Teasels in action were then seen. On account of 
light wind it was sunset before the Defence came 
np with the schooners, whidi were then making 
off, and learned that the strangers were transports. 
" We made the best of our way towards them and 
at eleven at night found them at anchor a smalt 
distance above where the Light-Honse formerly 
stood. We likewise ran close to them and anchored. 
Hailed them from whence they came. Theyuiswered 
from England. Captun Harding ordered them im> 
mediately to strike. Tb^, like brave soldi^s, re- 
fused and immediately a very heavy fire began and 
at the end of near two hours we made them surren- 
der,"' According to this statement the Defence 
captured the transports without any help from the 
schooners, which Smedley accuses of cowardice and 
thinks should not share in the prizes. General Ward 
in his report says " that the Continental Privatiers 
have taken and brought into Nantasket in this Har- 
bour a Ship and a Brig from Glasgow with two hun- 
dred and ten Highlanders on board." ^ The losses 

> An. Arch., IV, ti, 946 ; CouHnailai Journal, Jane 20, 1770. 

» Ant. Arch., IV, ti, 1127. 

* Pap. C<M. Congr., IBS, 2, 99. 
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are varioiuly stated, the lowest for the Americans 
being three wounded, one of them mortally ; for the 
British, four killed inchiding a major, and eight or 
ten wounded. Two days later anotlier vessel was 
taken, with one hundred and twelve Highlanders, 
but whether by privt^eers or by Washington's fleet 
is not dear. There were now over four hundred 
soldiers, taken on transports, oonflned in the rioin- 
ity of Boston. It was reported that at jnst aboat the 
same time two more of these Sootch transports wen 
taken by a Bhode Island privateer and sent into 
Dartmouth (New Bedford), and two others were 
captured by the Continental brig Andrew Doria.^ 

The capture of their transports was disturbing 
to the British authorities, and the Admiral^ called 
upon Admiral Howe, who in 1776 relieved Ad- 
miral Shuldham is command o£ the North Anteri- 
can station, for an investigation, to which he replied 
in February, 1777. In this report was inclosed a 
letter written by Shuldham in February, 1776, in 
which, referring to the earlier captures made by 
Washington's fleet, he had sng£;ested " that all Sup- 
plies to this Country might be sent in Armed Yes- 
sels, I mean such as our Old For^ Ghin Ships 
with only their upper Tier of Guns, for however 
numerous our Cmizers may be or however atten- 
tive our Officers to their Duty, it has been found 

1 Contintntal Jotmal, Jnn* 20, 1776 ; N. X. Chranidt, June 20, 
JdIj 4, 1778 ; Button GazOU, June 24, StUj 15, 1776 ; Lttt^t of 
JOn and Abigaii Adans, 95, 90 ; Tiiektr, C7-W ; Stcp/oni-Saek- 
vOU XSa., SB. See belinr, p. 116. 
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iinpossiUe to prevent some of our Ordnance and 
other valnable Stores, in soutll Vessels, falling into 
the hands of the BeheK and here I must take occa- 
uon to say that in the coarse of my Service I never 
found OfScers pOTform t^Jr Duty with so much 
perseverance and Vig^laace as oure on this import- 
ant Service ; indeed the firmness with which they 
have rousted the rigor of this long and severe 
Winter in constantly keeping the Sea on their re- 
spective Stations is unprecedented and incredible. 
At the same time I must beg leave to observe to 
you the very few Ships I am provided with to en- 
able me to co-operate with the Army, Cruize ofE 
t^e Ports of the Bebels to prevent their receiving 
Supplies, or protect those destined to this place 
from Mling into their hands." ^ Howe's inquiries 
brought oat the fact that Sholdham in March, 
1776, had detailed seven small omisers to remain 
with Commodore Banks in Boston Harbor, in order 
to insure the safety of such transports as might ar^ 
rive after the departure for Halifax of the main 
body of the British. Other service, however, {««- 
vented these vessels from being on hand when 
needed. The frigate Milford and two or three 
smaller vessels, with the Benown, made up the 
whole available force for the protection of the trans- 
ports. Howe added that "respecting the Use that 
has been made of the Harbour ot Boston as an 
Asylum for the Bebel Cruizers and their Prizes, 
> BriL Ada. B«e., A. D. 4S7, Fibnuiy 26, ITIiL 
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their Lordships knowing the Natoie and Circum- 
stances of the Fort will be apprised of the Impoa- 
stbili^ to prevent an Enemy from profiting greatly 
by the Advantages of such a Situation." ^ 

The vessels of Washii^iton's fleet oontinoed to 
cruise in Massachusetts Bay during the whole of 
the year 1T76. Captain Tnoker in the Hancock 
and Captain Skimmer, who had taken Mugford's 
place in the Franklin, captured the armed ship 
Peggy and two brigs in July. Tucker is said to 
have taken thirty or forty prizes in all, of which 
the last was brought into port in December and 
famished the army with much-needed clothing. 
The operations of the fleet and of other American 
armed vessels were a good deal hampered by British 
cruisers in Massachusetts Bay. John Adams learned 
from a oorrespondeut that " Our Bay is infested 
with 3 or 4 frigates which have retaken some valu- 
able Frizes and interrupt our coasting trade." * It 
was reooided in a newspaper that "Monday and 
Tuesday last the British Tyrant Frigate Milford 
was seen in our Bay, and to have two Schooners and 
a Sloop as Frizes. She has taken the Continental 
Frivateer Warren, Capt. Burk, and is continiuJly 
cruizing between Cape-Cod and Cape-Ann, that we 
apprehend she will intercept all our Trade. 'Tis 
hoped that some of our American Frigates will come 
this Way and rid our Coast of this inhuman Flnn- 

' Brit. Adm. See., A. D. 4S7, No. M, FabniUT 20, 1177. 
'Adaau M8S., Svjttaabm 17, 1770. 
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deter." ^ The Warren is believed to have been the 
only one of Washington'i fleet to be captured, ex- 
cept the brigantine Washington taken in Deoem- 
b^, 17T6. Early in the year 1T77 the fleet was 
lm>ken up by order of the Marine Committee ; the 
Lee, however, continued to cruise several months 
longer. The vessek were disposed of as they were 
put out of commission, and some of the officers 
•wem taken into the Continental navy.' 

Upon his arrival in New York in April, 17T6, 
General Washington began to fit out another but 
much smaller fleet for the defense of the neighbor- 
ing waters. He was uded by the cooperation of the 
New York Committee of Safety. Two sloops, the 
General Schuyler and the General MifBin, were 
fitted out. Other vessels, wholly or partly under 
Washington's oontrol or noder the New York Com- 
mittee, were the schooner General Fubiam, the 
sloop Montgomery and the galleys Lady Washing- 
ton, Washington, and Spitfire. The galleys were 
used in the defense of the Hudson and the two last 
named came from BHode Island. The larger ves- 
seb cruised, mostly about Long Island and along 
the New Jersey shore, with some success. In June 
one (d the transports which had been captured by 
the Andrew Doria,as has just bees related, was re- 
taken by the British frigate Cerberus tmd was then 

■ Cotaintntal Jmmat, September 6, 1776; Ant. AjA, T, S, 110. 

'Ibid., i, 062, iii, 686, TOO; Tuektr, 61-65; Batten OaxtlU, 
Jnlj 8, Angnrt G, S«pt«mlMr S, 1776 ; Uarint CommilUa Lttttr 
Bank, S», 62, 114 ^ebnurj 7, Much 21, Norembu 22, 1777). 
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taken again by the General Schuyler, under the 
command of Lieutenant Joseph Davison. In the 
same month the Schnyler, omising in company witli 
the Montgomery, recaptnred fonr prizes of the 
British frigate Greyhound.* 

On August 3, Lientenant-Colonel Benjamin Tup- 
per reported to General Washington the operations 
of a flotilla of five galleys on the Hudson : " I am 
now to inform yonr Excellency that my Sag being 
hoisted on board of the Washington, I oame up 
vith the Ships [Fbtsnix and Bose] & attacked at 
} past One this Afternoon. The Pheoniz fired the 
first Gun, which was retum'd by tiia LaAj Wash- 
ington, whose Shot went thro the Pheonix. Upon 
my Orders the Lady Washington put about to form 
a Line ; the tide was sucb that the Washington & 
Spitfire was exposed to the Broad Sides of the 
Ships for ^ of an hour without Safiering muteh 
Dam^e. We engaged them an hour & a half and 
then we thought to retreat to Dobb's Ferry about 
4 miles below the Ships." ' The Americans lost one 
killed and thirteen wonnded, one of them mortally. 

Another account says that the Washington 
"came within grape shot of the ships and snst^ed 
their whole fire for a quarter of an hour before the 

1 Am. Arch., IT, Ti, 410, MG, MS, 5&4,V, t, 141 , N. B. Cbwtub, 
July i, Vm ; WaiMngton, iv, 167, 318 ; Joar. N. T. Ptob. Con jt^ 
i, 416 ; B. I. OoioniW «*:., tU, 582 ; Pap. Cont. Cmgr., 183. 2, 131 
(DanKm to WMhiogton, Jane 27, 1776). 

■ P<^ CoRt. C»ngr^ IBS, 2, 387 (Tappw to WMhinston, Angmt 
i, 1770); Am. AnA^Y, i, 766. 
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other abipe oonld come up, the Lady Washington 
falling into the line according to orders. The Spit- 
fire advanced to the assistancfl of the Washingt(Hi 
and behaved well. We had as hot a fiie as perhaps 
ever was known for an honr and a half. The Wash- 
ington, on board of which I was, had her bow gnns 
knocked away, many of her oars, and some shot in 
her waist. The Lady Washington had her bow gon, 
a 32 ponnder, split seven inches. The Spitfire was 
hnUed betwe^i wind and water. The Phoenix was 
hulled six times. We had four men killed and four- 
teen wounded. Our force was very inferior to the 
enemy ; the lower tier of one side of the Phoenix 
was equal to that of all gallics. Yet our Commo- 
dore resolved to attack them, and for six small gal- 
lies to lie near two hours within grape shot of one 
ship of 44 guns and another of 24 guns is no con- 
temptible affair." 1 

The British account says that at one o'clock 
"six of the Rebels' schooners and Bow Galliea 
attacked us. We began and kept up a constant 
fire at them for Two Hours, at which time they 
Bow'd away down the Biver and came to an anchor 
in sight of us." One of the galleys was seen to 
have sustained considerable damage. The Phceniz, 
which had recieived tmly two shot in her hull, pre- 
pared to run down to the American flotilla, but 
the wind shifted and the pilot advised against it on 

' jUmMt, IT, 49 (lett<i from TwiTtoirti, ^ugVMt 4, 1776) ; Jjm. 
Arth., V, i, lei. 
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account of the narrowness of the cbanneL* Two 
weeks later the Pbonix and' Rose, at anchor m the 
river, were attacked by fireships.* Morements in the 
immediate Ticinity of New York were hrought to 
an end after the occapation of that place hy the 
British in August, 1776. 

> Brit. Adm. R*r,,A. D. iS7, Aoput 4, 1776. Sm JToj. of Hit- 
ton, NovemUt, 1906. 

■ Brit. Aim. B*e., A. D. 4S7, Aogrvt IT, 1776. Sm b«l<nr, 
P.1S4. 
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CHAPTEKIV 

THE NEW PBOVIDENCE EXPEDITION, 1TT6 

The Naval Ccmunittee waa btuy dnring the winter 
of 1776 and 1776 fitting out the four vassels which 
had been purchased in November — the Alfred, Co- 
lombas, Andrew Doiia, and Cabot. Commodore 
Hopkins arrived in Phihtdelphia early in the winter 
on board the sloop Katy, Captiun Whipple, which 
Innnght seamen from Bhode Island to man the fleet.^ 
The Katy was taken into the navy and called the 
Providence. Three other vessels were added to the 
fleet — a sloop named the Hornet and two schoon- 
ers, the Wasp and Fly. The Hornet and Wasp 
were at Baltimore. 

On Jannaty 6, 1776, the Naval Committee iasned 
" Orders and Directions for the Commander in Chief 
of the fleet of the United Colonies." These gen- 
eral instructions related to discipline and to matters 
oonceming the management of the fleet. The com- 
modore was to correspond regularly with Congress 
*' and with the commander in chief of the Continen- 
tal forces in America." He was to ^ve his orders 
to subordinate officers in writing, and the captains 
of the fleet were to make him monthly returns of 
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conditions on board each vessel, the state of the ship 
and of the crew and the qnantity of stores and pro- 
TisioDs. He was to ff.ve direcdons for the captains 
to follow in case of separation ; to appoint ofBceis 
for amy vessels that might be oaptared; to give 
special attention to the care of the men under hia 
command and to the arms and ammunition ; and 
prisooera were to"be well and humanely treated."* 
The committee also gave the commodore special 
inatmotions and sailing ordnn of the same date. He 
was ** to proceed with the said fleet to sea and, if 
die winds and weather will possibly admit of it, to 
proceed directly for Chesapeak Bay in Vir^nia, 
and when nearly arrived there yoa will send for- 
ward a small swift sailing vessel to gain intelligence 
of the enemies situation and strength. If by such 
intelligence yon find that they are not greatly su- 
perior to your own, you are immediately to enter 
the siud bay, search out and attack, take or destroy 
all the naval force of our enemieB that you may find 
there. If yon should be so fortunate as to execute 
this business snoceasfnlly in Tirginia, you are then 
to proceed inmaediately to the southward and make 
yourself master of such forces as the enemy may 
have both in North and South Carolina, in such 
manner as yon may think most prudent from the 
intelligence you shall receive, either by dividing 
your fleet or keeping it together. Having compleated 
your business in the Carolinas, yon are without de- 

> Am. Arch., IV, it, C78 ; Bepldiu, 84. 
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lay to proceed ncnthward directly to Bbode Island 
and attack, take and destroy all tlie enemies naval 
force that yon may find there." He was also ordered 
to seise transports and supply vessels, advised as to 
the disposal o£ prisoners, and directed to fit ont hia 
prizes for service when soitable and appoint ofiKcerg 
for them, calling on die assemblies and conmiittees 
of saf e^ of the varioas cdonies for aid, if necessary, 
in all matters. " \otwithitanding these patiicnlar 
orders which it is hoped yon will be able to ezecote, 
if bad winds or stormy weatJier or any other nnfoiv 
seen aotudent or disaster disable you so to do, you 
are then to follow such courses as your best judg> 
ment shall snggest to yon as most useful to the 
American cause and to distress the eoiemy by all 
means in yonr power." * 

In Uie fall of 1776, Governor Dunmore of Vir- 
ginia o^anized a flotilla of small vessels in the 
Chesapeake with which he ravaged the shores of 
the bay and of tlie rivers flowing into it.' It was 
fw the purpose of attempting the destruction of this 
fleet that Hopkins was ordered to begin his omise 
by entering Chesapeake Bay. 

The Alfred was selected as theflagship of the fleet, 
and when she was ready to be put into oouunission 
the commodore went on board and the Continental 
coltns were hoisted by Lieutenant John Paul Jones, 
for the first time on any regular naval vessel of the 
United States, and were properly sainted. This was 
1 Hcpkitu, M-CT, ■ Sw below, pp. Ill, 139. 
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a yellow flag bearing " a lirely representatioD of a 
rattlesnake," with the motto "Don't tread on me." 
The exact date of thia ceremony is nnoertun.' 

The ioe in the river d^yed the sailing of the ex- 
pedition, which it was hoped would get away by the 
middle of Jannary. Meanwhile on the 4th the fol- 
lowing notice was published : " The Naval Commit- 
tee give poBsitiTe orders that every 0£&cer in the 
Sea and Marine Service, and all the Common Men 
belonging to each, who have enlbt«d into the Sei^ 
vice of the United Colonies on board the ships now 
fiting oat, that they immediately repair on board 
their respective ships as they would avoid being 
deemed deserters, and all those who have undertaken 
to be security for any of them are hereby called 
upon to procure and deliver up the men they have 
engaged for, or they will be immediately called upon 
in a proper and effectoal way." ' On the same day 
the four largest vessels cast off from the wharf at 
Philadelphia, but were unable to make way throngh 
the ice until January 17, and then only as far as 
Keedy Island on the Delaware side of the river. 
Here they remained until February 11, when, hav- 
ing been joined by the Providence and Fly, they 
proceeded down to Cape Healopen. The Hornet 
and Wasp, having come around from Baltimore, 
arrived in Delaware Bay on the 13th; these two are 

» HipfaW, 68 ; Am. Arch., IV, iv, 330. 

* BtU. Adm. Bte., A. D. 4S4, March 8, 1776, No. 6, from ■ taopj 
mat to die Briluh •dmiraL 
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believed to have been the first Tessek of the Con> 
tinental navy to get to sea. The fleet Buled tram 
the Ddawate February 17, 1776.1 

The force was made iip as follows : the ships 
Alfred, 24, flagship, Conunodore Hopkins and 
Captain Saltonstall, and Colambns, 20, Captain 
Whipple ; the brigs Andrew Doris, 14, Captain 
Biddle, and Cabot, 14, Captain John B. Hopkins, 
son of the commodore ; the sloops FrOTidenoe, 12, 
Captain Hazard, and Hornet, 10, Csptdn Stone ; 
and the sobooners Fly, 8, Captain Hacker, and 
Wasp, 8, Captun Alexander. Each of the first 
two was manned by a otew of two hundred and 
twenty, inclading sixty marines ; the Alfred carried 
twenty and the Colambns eighteen nine-pounders 
on the lower deck, with ten sixes on the npper deck. 
The Andrew Doria and the Cabot were armed with 
six-ponnders, the former baring sixteen, the latter 
fourteen, and each carried twelve swivels ; the Doria 
had a crew of a hundred and thirty and the Cabot 
a hundred and twenty, with thirty marines in each 
case. The Providence, though sometimes o^ed a 
brig, was rigged as a sloop, and mounted twelve six- 
pounders and ten swivels; her crew consisted of 
ninety men including twenty-eight marines.^ 

1 Htpkbtt, 61, 100 ; Am. ArA, IV, t, S3S ; Brit. Adm. Bic, 
A. D. m, MaMb 8, 1TI6, No. 10 ; Ibid., Jvlj 8, 1776, inolodng 
"A JmrtKdqfa Cnue In tht Brig Andrtw Doria," taken ins r»- 
oaptnred priie. 

' Brii. Adm. Btc., A. D. m, Hateh 8, 1777, No. 4, being In- 
formstiDii ooUocted by agentt of the Britiih admiral, a umxoe not 
aliraTs perf eotlj reliable. 
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It is evident that several days befoie Bailing 
Hopkins had determined to disregard his instmo- 
tions and, taking advantage of the disoietion al- 
lowed him in case of anf<n«aeen difficulties, to ahan- 
don the projected cnuse along the sonthem coast. 
In his first orders to his captains, dated February 
14, three days before his departure, he says : ** la 
Case yon shonld be separated in a Ghile <rf ^liVInd 
or otherwise, you then are to nse all posuble Means 
to join the Fleet as soon as possible. But if you can- 
not in foor days after yon leave the Eleet, Ton are 
to make the best of yonr way to the Southeni part 
of Abaoo, one of the Bahama Islands, and there 
vrait for the Fleet fourteen days. But if the Fleet 
does not join you in that time. You are to Cmise 
in snch place as you think will most Annoy the 
Fkemy and you are to send into port for TryaJ all 
British Vessels or I^perty, or other YesBels vrith 
any Supplies for the Ministerial Forces, who yon 
may make Yourself Master of, to such place as yon 
may think best within the United Colonies." ^ At 
the same time the Commodore furnished the Cap- 
tuns with a very complete set of signals. In ap- 
pointing a rendezvous at Abaco, Hopkins had in 
mind a descent upon the island of New Providence 
in the Bahama group, for the purpose of seizmg a 
quantity of povrder knovm to be stored there. 
Scarcity of powder was a cause of the greatest anx- 
iety to Washington, especially during the first year 

> MS, Orderi (o C^Oaiti Baektr. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



06 NAVAL mSTOBT OF THE BEVOLDTION 
of the war. Congress id secret session had consid- 
ered the feasibility of obtaining powder from New 
Providence.^ 

In his report of the expedition, addressed to the 
President of Congress and dated April 9, 1776, 
Hopkins says : " When I put to Sea the 17th Febry. 
from Cape Hen]open, we had many Sick and fonr 
of the Vessels had a large number on board with the 
Small Pox. The Hornet & Wasp join'd me two days 
before. The Wind came at N. E. which made it 
unsafe to lye there. The Wind after we got out 
came on to blow hard. I did not think we were tn 
a Condition to keep on a Cold Coast and appointed 
our Rendezvous at Abaco, one of the Bahama Is- 
lands. The second night we lost the Hornet and 
Fly." ' From this it would seem to have been the 
commodore's purpose to give the impression that 
the EFtate of the weather after he got to sea had 
caused him to change his plans ; whereas he had 
fully made up his mind in advance. 

The fleet arrived at Abaco March 1. Hopkins 
says : " I then formed an Expedition against New 
Providence which I put in Execution the 3rd March 
by Landing 200 Marines under the Conmiand of 
Captn. Niobolas and 50 Sailors under the Com- 
mand of Lieutt. Weaver of the Cabot, who wag 
well acquainted there." Two sloops from New 

> An. Arch^ IV, iy, 1179, 1180; Btpkint, 101; Jmr. CoM. 
Congr., Novamber 20, 1775. 
• Pop. Cota. Ci><vr-.78, 11,33; ^M..<4r(A., IV, T, 823. 
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FroTidenoe bad been seized, to be lued for traiiB- 
poTting the landing party. They embarked Satur- 
day evening Marcb 2. The next morning the fleet 
got under way and at 10 o'clock came to at some 
djatanoe from the island. It bad been intended to 
take the {dace by surprise, but the fleet had been 
seen and the forts fired alarm guns. " We then 
ran in," says Lieutenant Jones of the Alfred, " and 
anchored at a amsll hey three leagues to wind- 
vaid of the town, and from thenoe the Gommod(n« 
despatched the marines, with the sloop Providenoe 
and s<diooner Wasp to cover their landing. They 
landed without opposition." > 

Samuel Nicholas, captain of marines on the 
Alfred, in a letter dated April 10, says that on 
March 3, at two o'clock he "landed all our men, 
270 in number under my command, at the east end 
of the Island at a place called Kew-Gninea. The 
inhabitants were very much alarmed at our appear- 
ance and supposed us to be Spaniards, but were 
soon undeceived after our landing. Just as I had 
fcwmed the men I received a message from the 
Governor desiring to know what our intentiona 
were. I sent him for answer, to take possession of 
all the warlike stores on the Island belonging to the 
crown, but had no design of touching the proper^ 
or hurting the persons of any of the inhabitants, 

^Pap. Cma. Congr^ It, 11, 33; Journal itf tii* Andrta Doria; 
Sheibume'i L^i <^ John Pmd Jmta, 12. For bd ■oooaDt of tb« 
•xpadidoD, ■•• H<fkiti», eb. ir. 
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unless in onr defence. As soon as the messenger 
was gone I maiched forward to take posseesioD of 
Fort Montague, a fortification built of stone, about 
half way between our landing place and the town. 
As we approached the fort (within about a mile, 
having a deep oove to go round, with a prodi^os 
thicket on one side and the water on the other, en> 
tirely open to their view) they fired three twelve 
pound shot, which made ns halt and consult what 
was best to be done. We then thought it more pru- 
dent to send a flag to let them know what our de- 
signs were in coming there ; we soon received an 
answer letting us know that it was by the Gover- 
nor's orders that they had fired. They spiked np the 
cannon and abandoned the fort and retired to the 
fort within the town. I then marched and took 
possession of it." ^ In the fort were found seven- 
teen cannon, thir^-two-pounders, eighteens and 
twelves, from which the spikes were easily removed. 
Kicholas and his men spent the night in the fort. 
In the evening Hopkins, hearing that there was a 
force of over two hundred men in the nuun fort at 
Nassau, published a manifesto addressed to the 
inhabitants of the island declaring his intention 
"to take possession of the powder and warlike 
stores belonging to the Crown and if I am not op- 
posed in putting my design in eoecntion, the per- 
sons and property of the inhabitants shall be safe, 
neither shall they be suffered to be hurt in case 
1 Vbut. Spg, lUy 10, 1776; An. Arek, IV, t, 846. 
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they make no resistanoe." ^ This hud a good effect 
and no opposition was met with. 

" The next morning h; daylight," says Nicholas, 
" ire marched forward to the town, to take possea- 
sion oi the Governor's house, which stands on an 
eminence with two four pounders, which commands 
the garrison and town. On our march I met an 
express from the Governor to the same purport as 
the first; I sent him the same answer as before. 
The messenger then told me I might march into 
the town and if I thought proper into the fort, 
without interruption; on which I marched into the 
town. I then drafted a guard and went up to the 
Governor's and demanded the keys of the fort, which 
were given to me immediately; and then took pos- 
session of fort Nassau. In it there were about for^ 
camion mounted and well loaded for our reception, 
with round, langridge and cannister shot ; all this 
was accomplished without firing a single shot from 
our dde." ^ The fleet, whic^ had been lying behind 
Hog Island, soon afterwards came into the harbor; 
the commodore and captains then landed and came 
up to the fort In Fort Naggan were found great 
quantities of military stores, including seventy-one 
cannon — ranging in uze from nine-pounders to 
thirty-twos — fifteen brass mortars, and twenty- 
four casks of powder. The governor had contrived 
to send off a hundred and fifty casks of powder the 
night before, thereby defeating in great measure 
^Am. Ardt., IV, t, 46- » Jfa«. Spy, iUj 10, ITia. 
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the main object sought in taking tlie island. The 
value of tlie property brought away, however, largely 
made np for this disappointment. After this the 
governor was kept under guard in hig own house 
until the fleet was ready to saiL About two weeks 
were occupied in loading the captured stores on 
board the fleet, and it was necessary to impress a 
large sloop in order to carry everything. This ves- 
sel, called the Endeavor, was put under tiie com- 
mand of Lient^iaot Hinman of the Cabot. During 
this time the Fly rejoined the fleet and "gave an 
Account that he got fool of the Hornet and carried 
away the Boom and head of her Mast and I hear 
since she has got into some port of South Caro- 
lina." It afterwards turned out that the Hornet 
was driven off the coast of South Carolina by bad 
weather and finally succeeded in getting back into 
Delaware Bay about April 1. Hopkins took on 
board the fleet as prisoners the governor uid lieu- 
tenant-governor of New Providence and another 
high official.' 

The fleet set sail on the return voyage March 17. 
The next day Hopkins issued orders to his captains : 
" You are to keep company with the ship I am in 
if possible, but should you separate by accident you 
are then to make the beat of your way to Block 
Island Channel and there to cruise in 30 &thom 
water south from Block Island six days, in order 

^Mau. Spf, M>7 10, ITIOi Am. Arch.,TV, t, 40T, 823,824; 
S. L Hut. Hag., Jnlj, 1886 ; Uft of JoAaa Bonwy, 31-S3. 
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to join the fleet. If they do not join you in that 
time, you may oruiae in such places as you think 
will most annoy the Enemy or go in Fort, as you 
tiiink fit"i The Wasp parted from the fleet soon 
after sailing. For over two weeks the voyage to 
Rhode Island was uneventful. April 4 the British 
six-gnn schooner Hawk was captured by the Colum- 
bus. The Hawk belonged to the &itish fleet at 
Newport. Captain Nicholas says : " We made Block- 
Island in the afternoon [of the 4th] ; the Commo- 
dore then gave orders to the brigs to stand in for 
Khode-Island, to see if any more of the fleet were 
out and join us next morning, which was accordingly 
done, but without seeing any vessels." At daylight 
the brig Bolton was taken by the Alfred after fii^ 
ing a few shots ; she was a bomb-vessel of eight 
guns and two howitzers. The fleet (o^sed all day 
in sight of Block Island, and in the evening took 
a brigantine and sloop from New York. " We 
had at sunset 12 sail, a very pleasant evening." > 
' Of the events of the night Hopkins gives a brief 
account in his report. Very early in the morning 
of April 6 the fleet " fell in witii the Glascow and 
her Tender and Engaged her near three hours. We 
lost 6 Men Killed and as many Wounded ; the Cabot 
had 4 Men killed and 7 Wounded, the Captain is 
among the latter ; the Columbus had one Man who 
lost his Arm. We received a considerable dam^e 
in our Ship, but the greatest was in having our 
1 Am. Aidt., IV, T, 47. ' Mas*. Spy, Uaj 10, 1776. 
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"Wlieel Bopes & Blocks shott avay, which gare the 
Glascow time to make Sail, which I did not think 
proper to follow as it would have brooght an Action 
with the whole of their Fleet and as I had upwards 
of 30 of our best Seamen on board the Frizes, and 
some that were on board had got too much Liquor 
out of the Prizes to be fit for Duty. Thought it 
most prudent to give over Chace and Secure our 
Prizes & got nothing but the G-lascow's Tender and 
arrived here [New London] the Tth with all the 
Fleet. . . . The OfBoers all behared well on board 
the Alfred, but too much praise cannot be ^ven to 
the Officers of the Cabot, who gave and sustained 
the whole Fire for some considerable time within 
Pistol Shott." 1 

Kicholas ^ves a more minute recital of the 
affair: "At 12 o'clock went to bed and at half 
past one was awaked by the noise of all hands to 
quarters ; we were soon ready for action. The best 
part of my company with my first Lieut, was 
placed in the barge on the main deck, the remun- 
ing part with my second Lieutenant and myself 
on the quarter deck. We had discovered a lai^ 
ship standing directly for ns. The Cabot was fore- 
most of the fleet, onr ship close after, not more than 
100 yards behind, but to windward with all, when 
the brigantine came dose up. The ship hailed and 
was soon answered by the Cabot, who soon found 
her to be the Grlasgow ; the brigantiue immediately 

1 Pap. Com- Conyr., 78, 11,33. 
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filed her broadside and instantly received a letorn 
of two fold, vbich, cmng to tlie veigbt of metal, 
damaged her so mndi in her hull and rigging as 
obliged her to retire for a while to refit. We then 
came up, not having it in oar power to fire a shot 
before without hnrting the brigantine, and engaged 
her side by side for three glasses as hot as possibly 
could be on both sides. The first broadside she 
fired, my second Lieutenant fell dead close by my 
nde; be was shot by a musket ball through the 
bead."! 

John Paul Jones's narrative of the action in the 
Alfred's Ic^-booh gives a few additional details: 
" At 2 A.H. cleared ship for action. At half past 
two the Cabot, being between ns and the enemy, 
began to engage and soon after we did the same. 
At the third glass the enemy bore away and by 
crowding sul at length got a conmderable way ahead, 
made signals for the rest of the English fieet at 
Khode Island to oome to her assistance, and steered 
direcdyfortbeharbor. The Commodoro then thought 
it impmdent to risk our prizes, &c. by pursuing 
farther; therefore, to prevent our being decoyed 
into their bands, at half past six made the signal to 
leave oS chase and haul by the wind to join onr 
prizes. The Cabot was disabled at the seeond broad- 
side, the capttun being daugeroudy wounded, the 
master and several men killed. The enemy's whde 
fire was then directed at us and an nnlncky shot 
1 ifiui. 8ps, May 10, 1T7B. 
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having carried away our wheel-block and ropes, the 
ship broached to and gave the enemy an oppoitnn- 
i^ of taking ns with seveial broadsides before we 
were again in condition to steer the ship and return 
the fire. In the tmstiaa we received several shot 
under water, which made the ship very leaky ; we 
had beffldes the mainmast shot through and the 
upper works and rising veiy oonmderably dam- 
aged." ^ 

Captain Whipple of tiie Columbua reported to 
tiie commodore that when the Gla^ow was sighted 
he was to leeward and " hauled up for her," but the 
position of the other ships " Instantly kill'd all the 
wind, which put it out of my Power to get up with 
her. I strove all in my Power, but in vain ; before 
that I bad got dose enough for a Close Engagement, 
the Glat^w had made all Sail for the Harbour of 
Newport. I continued Chaoe under all Sail that I 
bad, except Steering Sails and the Wind being 
before the Beam, she firing her two Stem Chaces 
into me as fast as posrible and my keeping np a 
Fire with my Bow Guns and now and then a Broad- 
side, put it out of my Power to get near enough to 
have a close Engagement. I continued this Chace 
while yon thought proper to hoist a Signal to return 
into the Fleet ; I accordingly Obeyed the SignaL"' 

Apparently the Andrew Doria was less closely en- 
gaged than the others. One of her officers, lieuten- 

• SAo'bume, 14. 

' Ei^kim, 130, 131 ; Am. ArA, IT, t, 11G6. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NEW PROVIDENCE EXPEDITION, 1776 105 
ant Josiah, says that tbe Cabot having fired the 
first broadside at the Glasgow, "she retura'd two 
fold, which oblig'd ye Cabot to sheer off and had 
like to have been foul of as, which oblig'd as to tack 
to gett clear ; the Conunodore came np next and 
Dischai^d aeveral Broadside and received aa many, 
which did Considerable Dam^e in his hull & 
Bi^^n, which oblig'd him to sheer oS. Hie Glas- 
cow th^i made all the sail she possible oould for 
Newport & made a numing fight for 7 Olases. 
We receiv'd several shott in ye hull & riggen, one 
upon the Quarter through the Ketting and stove 
ye arm Chest upon the Quarter Deck and wounded 
onr Dnunmer in ye Legg." * 

The Glasgow was a ship of twenty guns and a 
hundred and fifty mm, commanded by Capt^ 
l^ringham Howe, whose report of the engagement 
says: "On Saturday the 6th of April, 1776, At two 
A.M. Block Island then bearing N. W. about eight 
Le^ues, we discovered a fleet on the weather 
beam, consisting of seven or eight Sail ; tacked and 
stood towards them and soon perceived them to be 
two or three large Ships and other Square Eigged 
Vessels. Turned all hands to Quarters, hauled up 
the Mains^ and kept standing on to i^e N. W. 
with a light breeze and smooth Water, the Fleet 
then coming down before it. At half past two a 
large Brig, much like Uie Bolton but larger, came 
within hail and seemed to hesitate about giving any 
1 Jawmd qfth* Andrtui Ihria. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



lOS NAVAL HCSlOBT OF TH£ BEVOLUTION 
anawer, bnt stUl kept standing towards us and on 
being asked what other Ships were in company with 
her, they answered ' the Columbus and Alfred, a two 
and twenty Gtm frigate.' And almost inunediately 
a hand Grenadoe was thrown ont of her top. We 
exchanged our- Broadsides. She then shot a Head 
and lay on our bow, to make room for a large Ship 
with a top-light to come on our Broadside and an- 
other Ship ran under our Stem, Kaked as she 
passed and then loft up on our Lee beam, whilst a 
&ig took her Station on onr Larboard Quarter and 
a Sloop kept altering her Station occasionally. At 
tiiis time the Clerk having the care of the dispatches 
for the So. Ward to destroy, if the ship should be 
boarded or in danger of being taken, hore the bag 
overboard with a shot in it. At four the Station of 
every Vessel was altered, as tlie two ships had dropt 
on each quarter and a Brig kept a stem giving a 
continual fite. Bore away and made Sail for Rhode 
Island, with the whole fleet within Musket shot cm 
our Quarters and Stem. Got two Stem chase gnna 
oat of the Cabin and kept giving and receiving a 
very wtum fire. At daylight perceived the Bebel 
fieet to oonrist of two Ships, two Brigs and a Sloop, 
and a large Ship and Snow that kept to Windward 
as soon as the Action b^an. At half past six the 
Fleet hauled their Wind and at Seven tacked and 
stood to the S. S. W. Kmplc^ed reeving, knotting 
and splicing and the Carpenters making fishes for 
tiie Masts. At half past seven made a Signal imd 
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fired several gnns ocoanonally to alarm the Sleet 
at Rhode Island Harboor. The Bose, Swan and 
NautiluB then being working oat. We bad one Man 
Killed and three Wounded by the musketry from 
the Enemy." ^ 

An American prisoner on board the Glasgow 
saya that the sloop Providence, joining in the at- 
tack, directed her fire at the Glasgows' " stem 
without any great effect. The most of her shot 
went about six feet above the deck ; whereas, if 
they had been properly levelled, they must soon 
have cleared it of men. The Gla^w got at a dis- 
tance, when she fired smartly, and the engagement 
lasted about six glasses, when they both seemed 
willing to quit. The Glasgow was considerably 
dami^ed in her hull, bad ten shot through her 
mainmast, fifty-two through her mizen staysail, one 
hundred and ten through mainsail, and eighty-eight 
through her foresail ; had her spars carried away 
and her rigging cut to pieces." ' 

The Gla^ow was seriously crippled and her es- 
cape from a superior force shows a lack of cooper- 
ation on the part of the Continental fleet, and per- 
haps excessive prudence in not carrying the pursuit 
farther towards Newport It was an instance of the 

I BrU. Adm. Etc., A. D. 4S4, April 19, 1716; London Chroniclt, 
Jane 11, ITTS; biiefet aceoQDta in Brit. Adm, Bee., Copltuiu' 
Lttten, No. 1902, 22 (April 27, 1776), ftnd Copimiu' Logi,^o. 393 
(April e, 1776). 

' Conslitatianal Oatttte, "Sew York, Ma? 20, 1770, qooted in 
Bandi, 46, 46. 
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vast of naval traimng and esprit de corps to be 
expected in a new, raw Berrice. Moreover, the 
American vessela, except the Alfred, were inferior 
Bailing craft to begin with, and besides this were 
too deeply laden with the militaiy stores brought 
from Kew Providence to be easily and qaicUy 
handled. 

Hopkins took his fleet and pmes into New Lon- 
don April 8. Here over two hnndred sick men were 
landed ; alao the military stores. The next day the 
Andrew Doria was sent out on a short eruiBe and 
recaptured a prize from the British. Some of the 
heavy guns from New Providence were sent to 
Dartmoath, on Buzzard's Bay ; and upon the de- 
parture of the British from Narraganaett Bay soon 
afterwards, the Cabot, Captiun Hinman, was seat 
to Newport with several of the guns. The prisoners 
brought from New Providence were paroled. The 
commodore's report of April 9 was read in Congress 
and published in the newBpapers. It oauaed great 
satisfaction, and Hopkins received a letter of oon- 
gratulation from John Hancock, the President of 
Congress. His populari^ at this time, both in the 
fleet and among the people, seems to have been gen- 
uine. The Marine Committee suggested the put- 
chase of the prize schooner Hawk for the service, to 
be renamed the Hopkins. John Paul Jones, who as 
a lieutenant on the Alfred had had an opportunity 
to estimate the commodore's qualifications, wrote of 
him, April 14 : " I have the pleasure of assuring 
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yoQ that tbe eotnioandeivin-cliief is respected thronglt 
the fleet and I verily believe that the officers and 
men in genetal would go any length to execute his 
orders."^ There was a reaction, however, later on. 
Upon reflection people came to the opinion that the 
escape of the Glasgow was unnecessary and discred- 
itable. Capt^n Whipple was accused of cowardice 
and demanded a courtwartial, by which he was 
honorably acquitted. Captain Hazard of the Provi- 
dence was less fortunate ; he also was coort-martialed 
and was relieved of his command.* 

The British fleet, consisting of the frigate Eoae, 
the Glasgow, the Kautilus, Swan, and several ten- 
ders, had found Newport Harbor an uncomfortable 
anchorage. April 6 tbey went to sea, but all ex- 
cept the Glasgow and her tender returned in the 
evening and anchored off Coddington Point, north 
of Newport. At daylight the next morning, while 
the Glasgow was engaged with the American fleet, 
the Continental troops mounted two eighteen- 
pounders <m the point, opened Are, and drove i^em 
^m their anchorage. When the Glasgow came in 
after her battle, she and some of the smaUer vessels 
anchored off Brenton's Point ; the others went to 
sea. On the morning of the 7th the Glasgow and 
the vessels with her were fired upon by guns 
which had been mounted on Brenton's Point during 

» aJeriioTK, 13. 

» An. Areh., IV, », 824, 867, 956, 966, 1005, 1111, 1166, 1188, 
fi, 409, &52, 653 ; BbpUni, 125-13S ; Jomal of Ihe Andrew Doria. 
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the night, and driven np the bay. Later tbe^ too 
went to sea and the whole fleet sailed for Halifax. 
April 11 another British man-of-war, the Phoenix, 
bronght two prizes into Newport, hut she was driven 
ont ^ain and the prizes recaptnred.^ After the 
Glasgow had arrived at Halifax, Admiral Shuldham, 
in conunand of the station, wrote to the Admiralty 
that he found her " in so shattered a Condition and 
would require so much time and more Stores than 
there is in this Yard to put her into proper repiur, 
I intend sending her to Plymouth as soon as she 
oan be got ready." " 

Commodore Hopkins received one huddred and 
seventy men from the army to take the place of those 
he had lost through sickness. He then sailed, April 
19, for Newport, but " the Alfred got ashore near 
Fisher's Island and was obliged to be lightened to 
get her off, which we did without much damage." 
They went back to New London and sailed ag^ 
April 24 ; they went up to Providence the next day. 
There Hopkins landed over a hundred more sick 
men. Just at this time he received an order from 
Washington to send back to the army the men who 
had been loaned to him, as they were needed in 
New York. It was practically impossible to get 
recruits in Providence, becaose the attractions of 
privateering wero bo saperior to those of the regu- 

1 Bialm Oaxette, April 16, 22, 1776 ; Comtitulimud QaxMi (Nev 
Tork), April 17, Ma; 29, 1776, quoted in Sandi, 46-46. 
* BtU. Mm. Etc., A.D.4S4, April 19, 1776. 
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lor naval serrioe. Delay in getting their pay for 
the first omise also caused discontflnt and tended 
to make the service onpopnlar. The conunodore had 
received information from the Marine Committee 
of two small British fleets in southern waters. A 
force organized by Governor Dunmore in Virginia 
consisted of the frigate Liverpool, 28, two sloops 
of war, and many small vessels. " It is said & be- 
lieved that both the Liverpool & Otter are exceed* 
iugly weak from the Want of Hands, their Men 
being chiefly employed on Board a Number of small 
Tenders fitted oat by Lord Dunmore to distress the 
Trade on the Coast of Vi^inia & Bay of Chesepeak. 
His Lordship has now between 100 & 150 Sul of 
Vessels great & small, the most of which are Frizes 
& many of them valuable. Those, so far from be- 
ing any Addition in point t^ Strength will rather 
weaken the Men of War, whose Hands are em- 
ployed in the small Vessels." The British had 
another naval force at Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina. " Whether you have formed any Expedition 
or not, the £i^SGution of which will interfere with 
an Attempt upon either or both of the above Fleets 
we cannot determine ; but if that should not be the 
Case, there is no Service from the present Appear- 
ance of things in which Ton could better promote 
the Interest of your Country than by the Destruc- 
tion of the Enemie's Fleet in North Carolina or 
Vitginia; for as the Seat of War will most prob- 
ably be transferred in the ensuing Campaign to the 
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Soathem Colonies, soak a ManenTre attended with 
Success will disconcert or at least retard their Mil- 
itary Operations for a Length of Time, give Spirits 
to our Friends & afford them an Opportnoi^ of 
impoving'thelr Preparations for resistance." 1 Ap- 
parendy because the Marina Committee became 
coDTinoed that this plan was impracticable in view 
of the weak condition of the fleet, it was ^ven np 
and, May 10, HojAina was ordered to send a 
squadron against the Newfoondland fishery. He 
TiiniBAlf had already been preparing for a four 
months' cruise, bat all such schemes now had to be 
abandoned for lack of seamen to man his fleet. 
Three vessels, however, were fitted out and sent 
away. The command of the Providence was given 
to Jones, May 10, and he was ordered to Kew 
York with the men who were to be returned to the 
army. The Andrew Doria and Cabot were sent off 
on a cruise May 19. The Fly was kept for a while 
on the lookout for British men-of-war off the en- 
trance of Narragansett Bay. The Alfred and Co- 
lumbus remained at Providence waiting for fresh 
crews.^ 

Dissatisfaoticm with the oondnct of Commodore 
Hopkins and some of Ms officers gradually increased 
in and out of Congress. Comphunts of ill treatment 
on board the fieet, as well as instances of insnbor- 

1 UB. Letttr of Uarint Commiitet, Apnl, 1776. 
* Am. Arch., IV, t, 1001, 1006, 1079, 1140, 1168, ti, 409, 410, 
4i8,4S0,iSl,561;H,¥f^ni,im-140;JounialoflhtAndnuiDona. 
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dination and desertion, came to the ears of the 
Marine Committee. All this of oonrse still further 
increased the difficulty of manning the ships, with 
consequent delay appai«ntly endless and the in- 
creasing probabili^ of nothing important heing ac- 
oomplished. A committee of seven was appointed 
by Congress to investigate, and June 14 the com- 
modore and Captains Saltonstall and Whipple 
were ordered to Philadelphia to appear before the 
Marine Committee and be interrogated in regard 
to their conduct. Saltonstall and Whipple were 
examined in July and were exonerated by Congress. 
The inquiry into Hopkins's case came in August and 
he was questioned on three points : hia alleged dis- 
obedience of orders in not' visiting the southern 
coast during the oroise of his fleet ; his poor man- 
agement in permitting the escape of the Glasgow ; 
and his inactivity since arriving in port. His de- 
fense was that, as he did not sail until six weeks 
after hia otdera were issued, conditions bad changed, 
especially in regard to the force of the Britisb, which 
had increased in Virginia and the Carolinas ; but 
there is no mention of this in bis report of April 9. 
He had written to his brother before the inquiry : 
" I intended to go from New Providence to Geoi^ia, 
had I not received intelligence three or four days be- 
fore I sailed that a frigate of twenty-eight guns had 
arrived there, which made the force in my opinion 
too strong for us. At Virginia they were likewise 
too strong. In Delaware and New York it would 
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not do to attempt. Bhode Island I was sensible was 
stronger than we, but the force diere was nearer 
equal than anywhere else, which was the reason of 
my attempts there."' Hopkins was doubtlesB justi- 
fied in using the discretion allowed him in his orders 
to depart from those orders in case of apparent 
necessity or expediency, and being on the spot he 
was presumably the best judge of the course to be 
pursued ; bnt in order to establisb his naval reputa- 
tion it was incumbent npou him to oouvinoe others 
of the necessity or expediency. As to the second 
point, relating to the Glasgow, H(^kins seems to 
show a dispositloD to shift the blame upon his subor- 
dinates ; DO doubt some of his of&eers were not to 
be depended upon for prompt and efficient action. 
On the third point, the excessive amount of sickness 
in the fleet and the practical impossibility of ob- 
taining recruits in sufficient numbers should have 
extenuated bis shortcomings. There appears to have 
been a strong prejudice against Hopkins in Congress 
and it fared hard with him, although he was zeal- 
ously and ably defended by John Adams. August 
16, Congress resolved "that the said Conunodore 
Hopkins, during his cruize to the southward, did not 
pay due regard to the tenor of his instructions, 
whereby he was expressly directed to annoy the 
enemy's ships upon the coasts of the sonthem states ; 
and that his reasons for not going from [New] 
Providence immediately to the CaroUnas are by no 

> Bqpkint, lU. 
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means satiBfactozT'." The next da; it was farther 
reaolred "that the said condoot of Commodore 
Hopkine deaerres the censnie of this bouse and the 
house does accordin^y censure him." Three days 
later he was ordered back to Rhode Island to re* 
same command of his fleet.^ 

Of the resnlt of this inqairy John Adams vrote : 
•' Although this resoLatton of censore was not in my 
opinicm demanded by justice and consequently was 
inconsistent with good policy, as it tended to dis> 
courage an officer and i^iminiHli his authority by 
tarnishing his reputation, yet as it went not so far 
as to cashier him, which had been the object in- 
tended by the spirit tiiat dictated the prosecution, 
I had the satisfaction to think that I had not labored 
whcdly in Tain in his defense." ' When John Paul 
Jones heard of the ontctHue he wrote a friendly and 
sympathetic letter to his commander, saying: " Yonr 
late trouble will tend to your future advantage l:^ 
pointing out your friends and enemies. You will 
thereby be enabled to retain the one part while you 
guard i^^nst the other. You will be thrice welcome 
to your native land and to your nearest concerns."* 

The fleet of Commodore Hopkins performed no 
further service collectively, but the fortunes of the 
various vessels composing it, during the remainder 
of the year 1776, may be conveniently followed 

■ Am. At<A.,TV, t, 1608, Ti,7d4, 886, 886, 1678, 1706, V, i, 9H; 
Jaur. Cont. Congr., Augut 16, 16, 1776 ; Hbpitinf , eh. t. 
= Hopkiia, 160. • IWf., 162. 
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Iiete. Tbe sloop FroTidence, liaring ta^en to New 
Tork the Boldiers who had been borrowed from the 
army, re^mmed to Providence, and in June, was oo* 
oapied for a while coavoying vessels back imd forth 
between Narragansett Bay and Long Island Sound. 
" In performing these last services Captun Jones 
found great difBonlty from the enemy's frigates then 
omiring round Block Island, with which he had 
several rencontres in me of which he saved a brig- 
antdne that was a stranger from Hispaniola, closely 
pursued by the Cerberus and laden with publie 
militaly stores. That brigantuie was afterwards 
purchased by the Continent and called the Hamp- 
den." I Jones was then ordered to Boston, where he 
collected a convoy which be oondflcted safely to 
Delaware Bay, arriving August 1. At this time the 
British fleet and army were on their way from Hal> 
ifax to New York. Jones saw several of their ships, 
but was able to avoid them.^ 

The Andrew Doria and Cabot sailed on a short 
omise to the eastward May 19. Soon after getting 
to sea they were chased by the Cerberus and be- 
came separated. May 29, in latitude 41° 19' north, 
lon^tude 57° 12' west, the Andrew Doria captured 
two Scotch transports of the fleet bonnd to Boston. 
" At 4 A.H. saw two Ships to ye Korth'd, Made Sail 
and Hauld our Wind to ye North'd. At 6 Do. 

* Sandi, 38 (Jooea'a jodiiibI prepaced at raqoaat of tba Uns 
of Fitmt). 
■ Santb, 37, 38;.<liH..4ral.,IV,Ti,418, 611, 820,844,972, 080. 
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Brought the Korthermost too, a Ship from Glas- 
cow . . . with 100 Highland Troops on Board & 
officers ; made her hoist her Boat out & the Capt. 
came on board. Detained the Boat till we Brought 
the other too, from Glascow with ye same number 
of troops. [Lieutenant James Josiah, the writer of 
the jonmalj went on board and sent ye Capt. and 
four Men on boanl ye Brig [Andrew Doria] , re- 
ceiVd orders for sending all the troops on board 
the other ship and went Prize master with Eleven 
Hands. Sent all the Anns on board ye Brig from 
both Ships, two Hundred & odd." ' These trans- 
porta were the Crawford and Oxford. All the sol- 
diers, two hundred and seventeen in number, with 
several wconen and chlldr^i, were put on the Ox- 
ford. The Andrew Doria cruised with her prizes 
nearly two weeks and then, being to windward of 
Nantucket Shoals, they were chased by five British 
vessela. Captun Biddle signaled the transportB to 
steer different courses and lost sight of them. The 
Crawford, in command of Lieutenant Joeiah as 
prizemaster, was retaken by the Cerbems, but was 
captured again by the General Schuyler of Wash- 
ington's New York fleet.^ Josiah while a prisoner 
was treated with snoh severity as to occasion threats 
of retaliation, but he was eventually exchanged. On 
board the Oxford, containing the soldiers, the prize 
crew was overcome by the prisoners, who got pos- 
session of the ship and carried her into Hampton 
^ Journal vfHit Andrme Doria, * Sm •bora, pp. 86, 87. 
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Boads. Their triumph was brief, however, for she 
vas soon recaptured by Captain Barron of the Vir- 
ginia navy. The next year the Oxford again fell 
into the hands of the British. The Andrew Doria 
pat into Newport June 14 and soon went oat 
again. She cruised most of the time during the 
rest of the year, taking several prizes. In Octo- 
ber she changed her captain.^ The Colnmbns also 
went to sea in June nod on the 18th had a brush 
with the Cerbems, losing one man. At this time 
there were three British frigates around Block 
Island. The Colnmbns took four or five prizes be- 
fore the end of the year and the Cabot' made a few 
captores.^ 

Capt^n Jones in the Providence sailed from Del- 
aware Bay August 21. In the latitude of Bermuda 
be fell in with the British frigate Solebay, 28. 
" She sailed fast and parsued us by the wind, till 
after four boors chase, the sea nmning very otoss, 
she got within mosket shot of onr lee quarter. As 
they had continued firing at us from the first witit- 
oat showing colours, I now ordered oars to be hoisted 
and began to fire at them. Upon this they also 

* Soe below, p. 1». 

« Am. ArdL, W, vi, 430, 431, 6S«, Kl, 903, S31, 672, S79, 998, 
999, Y, i, e&B, 832, lOH, 1096, u, 116, 132, 378, 1226, iU, tW7, 
848 ; Boittm Gaxetu, June 24, July 29, September 16, 30, Oatobtt 
% 2B, 1776; N. E. (Indg>aidmt) Cirimidt, Jul? 4, Ootober 10, 
1776; Militarg and Naval Mag. of JJ. B., June, 1834; Bo. Lit, 
Uatngtr, Fabroair, 1857 ; B. I. Hitt. Mag., Ootober, 18SS ; Brit. 
Adv,. Bee., A. D. 4&f, July 8, 1778, inolwdng JeunuU of iht A». 
drew Jkria ; WSliami, 202. 
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Iioisted American colors and fired gaxa to leeward. 
Bat the bait woald oot take, for having eveiything 
prepared, I bore away before the wind and set all 
OUT light sail at ooce, so that before her sails conld 
be trimmed and steering BaUs set, I was almost ont 
of reach of grape and soon after out of reach <^ can- 
non shot. . . . Had he foreseen this motion and 
been prepared to connteract it, he might have fired 
several broadsides of doable-headed and grape shot, 
which would have done as very material damage. 
But he was a bad marksman, and though within 
pistol shot, did not touch the Providence with one 
of the many shots he fired." * After cruising about 
two weehs longer, being short of water and wood, 
Jones decided to ran into some port of Nova Scotia 
or Cape Breton. " I had besides," he says, " a pros- 
pect of destroying die English shipping in these 
parts. The 16th and ITth [of September] I had a 
very heavy gale from the N. W. which obliged me 
to dismount all my gons and stick everything I 
coold into the bold. The 19th I made the Isle of 
Sable and on the 20th, bdng between it and the 
mfun, I met with an English frigate [the Milford], 
with a merchant ship under her convoy. I had hove 
to, to give my people an opportunity of taking fish, 
when the frigate came in sight directly to wind- 
ward, and was so good natnred as to save me the 
trouble of chasing him, by bearing down the in- 
stant he discovered us. When he came within can< 
1 Sands, 49 (lettei of Septembw 4, 1776). 
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noa shot, I made sail to try his speed. Qaaitering 
and findiog that I had the advantage, I shortmed 
sail to give him a wild goose chase and tompt him 
to throw away powder and shot. Accordingly a 
cnrions mock engagement was maint^ned between 
ns for eight hours," nntil nightfall. *' He excited 
my contempt so much by bis oontinned firing at 
more than twice the proper distance, that when he 
rounded to, to give his broadnde, I ordered my 
marine officer to return the salute wifJi only a sin> 
gle musket. We saw him next morning, standing 
to the westward." Jones then went into Canso and 
got a supply of wood and water ; also several re- 
omits. Aboat a dozen fishing vessels were seized 
there and at the Idand of Madame, three of which 
were released and as many more destroyed. " The 
evening of the 25th brought with it a violent gale 
of wind with pais, which obliged me to anchor in 
the entrance of Narrow Shock, where I rode it out 
with both anchors and whole cables ahead. Two of 
onr prizes, the slup Alexander and [schooner] Sea 
Flower, had come out before the gale began. The 
ship anchored under a point and rode it out; but 
the 8cbo<nier, after anchoring, drove and ran ashore. 
She was a valuable prize, but as I conid not get 
her off, I next day ordered her to be set on fire. 
The schooner Ebenezer, taken at Canso, was driven 
on a re^ of sunken rocks and there totally lost, 
the people having with difficulty saved themselves 
on a raft. Towards noon on the 26th the gale be- 
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gan to abate." ^ To remain longer in these waters, 
with BO many prizes to protect, seemed an unwar- 
lantable risk, and Jones therefore turned homeward. 
September 80 he was off Sable Island and just a 
week later in Newport Harbw. On this cmise he 
had mined the fisheiy at Canso and Madame and 
had taken sixteen prizes ; half <rf them were sent 
into port and the others destroyed or lost.' 

Jones proposed an expeditaon with three vessels 
to the west coast of Africa, where he was sure it 
would be possible to reap a rich .harvest of prizes. 
Commodore Hopkins, however, determined to send 
a small squadron to Cape Breton in order to inflict 
further injury upon the fishery, and to attempt the 
capture of the coal fleet and the release of American 
prisoners working in the mines. The Alfred, with 
Jones in command of the expedition, and the Hamp- 
den, Captain Hacker, sailed towards the end of 
October. Jones wished to take the Providence also, 
but could not enlist a crew for her. At the outset, 
however, the Hampden ran on a ledge and was so 
injured that she was left behind, her crew being 
transferred to the Providence. The expedition, with 
the Alfred and Providence, made a fresh start No- 
vember 1. On that day Jones issaed instructions for 
Captun Hacker, saying : " The wind being now fur, 
we will proceed according to Orders for Spanish 

1 Sonrf., 60, 61, 62 (S»pt«ml>et 30, 1776). 

» An. JnA., V, i, IBi, il. 171-174, 624, J106, 1226, 1808, 1304 ! 
Sandi,S0,4S-6i; Indtpaidait Ch-anicit, OaUAer 11,1716; BoM(m 
OaxttU, October 2S, ITia 
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Birer near Cape North on tlie Island of Gape Bri- 
ton " ; and prescribing signals for foggy weather,^ 
On his way through Vineyard Sound, Jones boarded 
a Rhode Ishmd privateer, acting under the orders 
of Conuuodore Hopkins, and impressed some desert- 
ers from the navy. Thence he proceeded directly 
for his cmising grounds and soon after bis arriral, 
took three prizes off Lonisburg. These were a brig 
and snow, which were sent bach to American ports, 
and a large armed ship called the Mellish, with so 
rich a cargo of soldiers' dothing that Jones kept 
her under convoy. He wrote to the Marine Com- 
nuttee, November 12 : " This prize is, I believe, the 
most valuable that has been taken by the American 
arms. She made some defence, but it was trifling. 
The loss will distress the enemy more than can be 
easily imagined, as the clothing on board of her is 
the last intended to be sent out for Canada this sea- 
son and all that has preceded it is akeady taken. 
The situation of Burgoyne's army must soon become 
insapportable. I shall not lose sight of a prize of 
such importance, but will nnk her rather than suffer 
her to fall again into their hands." ^ Jonea after- 
wards recommended that the Mellish be armed and 
taken into the service. 

A few days after this, during a stormy night, 

the Providence parted company and returned to 

Bhode Island ; there had been discontent on this 

vessel among both of&cers and men, who represented 

I MS. LitUr. ' Sands, D6. 
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that she leaked badly and was unsafe. Jonea says 
that " previous to this st^ there had been an Un- 
accountable mnrmenng in the Sloop for which I 
could see no Just foundation and in Vun had X re- 
presented to them how much hiunanity was oon- 
cemed in our atdeavonrs to relieve onr Captive, iU 
treated Bretbem from the Coal Mines. Since my 
arrival here I understand that aa soon as Xight came 
on they Put before ^ Wind. Being thus deserted 
the Epedemical discontent became General on Board 
the Alfred ; the season was indeed Severe and every- 
one was for returning immediately to port, but I 
was determined at all hazards, while my provision 
lasted, topersevere in my first plan. When the Gale 
abated I found myself in sight of the N. E. Beef 
of the Isle of Sable & the wind continuing North- 
erly obliged me to beat up the South side of the 
Island. After exercising much Patience I weath- 
ered the N. W. Beef of the Island and on the 
22d [of Kovember], being off Canso, I smt my 
Boats in to Burn a Fine Transport with Irish 
Provision Bound for Canada, she having run 
aground within the Harbonr; they were also or- 
dered to Bum the Oil warehouse with the Contents 
and all the Materials for the Fishery, which having 
effected I carried off a small, fast sailing schooner 
which I purposed to Employ as a Tender instead of 
the Providence. On the 24th off Louisburg, it be- 
ing thick weather, in the Afternoon I found myself 
surrounded by three Ships. Everyone Assured me 
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tliat they were Elnglish Men of War and indeed I 
was of that opinion myself, for I had heen informed 
by a Gentleman who came off from Canso that three 
Frigates on that Station had been Cruising for [me] 
ever nnce my e^>edition there in the Providence. 
Resolving to sell my liberty as dear as possible, I 
stoodforaud. . . Took the nearest; I took also the 
other two, tho' they were at a Considerable distance 
assunder. These three Ships were . . . Transports 
Boond from the Coal Mines of Cape Briton for N. 
Tork Under Convoy of the Flora Frigate; they bad 
Seen her a few hours before, and had the weather 
been clear she would then have been in sight. Tbey 
left no Transports behind them at Spanish Birer, 
but tbey said the Koe Buck man of War was sta- 
tioned there and that if there bad been any Prison- 
ers of ours there they bad entered [the British serv- 
ice] . I made the best of my way to the Southward 
to prevent falling in with the Flora the next day, 
and on the 26th I fell in with and took a Ship of 
Ten Gnns from Liverpool for Hallifax." She wag 
a letter of marque called the John. " I had now on 
Board an Hundred and Forty Prisoners, so that 
my Provision was consumed very Fast ; I had the 
Mellisb, the three Ships from the Coal Mines and 
the last taken Ship under Ccmvoy ; the best of my 
Sulors were sent on Board [these] Five Ships and 
the number left were barely sufficient to Guard the 
Prisoners. So that all circumstances considered, I 
concluded it most for the interest and Honor of the 
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Service to Form the Frizes into a Squadron and 
proceed with them into Fort. I was unfortunate in 
meeting with high Winds and Freqnent Gales from 
the Westward. I however kept the Squadron to- 
gether till the 7di of December on St Qeorge's 
Bank, when a large Ship [the frigate Milford] Gave 
OS chaoe. As she came so neare before Night that 
we could distinguish her as a Ship of War, I or- 
dered the Mellish . . . and the rest of the Fastest 
Sailers to Crowd Sail and go a Head. I kept the 
Liverpool Ship with me, as She was of stmie Force 
and her Cargo by invoice not worth more than 
XllOO Sterling. In the Kight I tacked and after- 
wards carried a Top light in order to lead the Enemy 
away from the Ships that had been ordered ahead. 
In the Momiag tbey were out of Sight and I found 
the Enemy two points on my lee Quarter at the same 
distance as the night before. As the Alfred's Fro- 
visions and Water were by this time almost entirely 
consumed, so that She sailed very ill by the Wind, 
and as the Ship I had by me, the John, made much 
less lee way, I ordered her to Fall a Stem to Wind- 
ward of the Enemy and make the Signal Agreed 
on, if She was of Superiour or inferiour Force ; that 
in the one Case we might each make the best of our 
way, or in the other come to Action. After a con- 
siderable time the Signal was made that the Enemy 
was of Superiour Force, but in the intrim the wind 
had encreased with Severe Squalls to a Hard Gale, 
so that in the Evening I drove the Alfred thro' the 
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Water Seven and Eight £nots under two Cotm^ 
ft point from the Wind. Towards Night the Enemy 
Wore on the ottier Tach, bat b^ore that time the 
Sea had risen so very high that it was imposmble to 
Hoist a Boat, so that had he been near the John it 
would have been impossible for him to have Taken 
her, unless they bad wilfully given her np and con- 
tinaed volnntarUy by the Enemy through the whole 
of Uie very dark and Stormy night that ensued." 
Yet the John, however unnecessarily, surrendered 
to the Milford. Admiral Howe in reporting this 
affair says that the Alfred was chased " without 
effect, by means of the thick weather that critically 
happened and secured her Escape." According to 
the log of the Milford a boat was lowered from the 
frigate and took possession of the John.* The re- 
port of Captain Jones goes on to say that in the 
evening of December 14, being then in Massachu- 
setts Bay and fearing to be driven out, " I resolved 
to run into Plymouth, but in working up the Har- 
bour the Ship missed Stays in a Violent Snow 
Squall on the South aide, which obliged me to An- 
chor immediately in little more than three Fathom. 
She grounded at low water and Beat considerably, 
but we got her off in the morning and Arrived the 
15th in the Kantasket Bead with a t^ht ship and 
no perceptible damage whatever. I had then only 
two days provision left and the Number of my 

» Brit. Adm. Bee., A. D. 4S7, lUnh 81, 11T7, u»d Matltrt' Logi, 
No. 1865 (1<« oE UiUonI). 
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FrieODen broaght in equalled the Number of my 
whole Crew when X left Bhode Island." > The John 
was apparently tJie only prize lost. The Mellish ran 
through Nantucket Shoals and got safely into Dart 
mouth. It was fortunate for Jones and for his Talu< 
able prize that fate did not lead them to Rhode 
Ishuid, for a powerful British fleet had taken pos- 
BesEoon of Newport December 7.^ 

After Jones had sailed on this cruise in Norem- 
hex, Hopkins reoeived orders from the Marine Com- 
mittee, dated October 10, 2S, and SO, to proceed 
southward with the Alfred, Columbus, Cabot, Provi- 
denoe, and Hampden, or as many of them as were 
available ; one or both of the new frigates under 
oonatmction in Rhode Island might be joined to 
the squadron if they conld be got ready for sea. 
He was to cmise in the neighborhood of Cape Fear, 
North Carolina, where be would find three British 
men-of-war m& a large number of prizes and other 
vessels mtAvt their protection ; and later perhaps 
srill farther south. On the way to tbe Carolinas 
he was to look for two other British cruisers, 
the Galatea, 20, and Nautilus, 16, said to be (^ tbe 
Vi^inia capes. All these vessels, it was thought, 

1 Pegi>. ConL Coagr., IS, 107 (Junes to MutM Committse, Ju- 
nary 12, 1TI7). 

• An. Arck, V, i, llOe, ii, 464, 1194, 1106, 1226, 1277, 1303, Eii, 
490, 491,659, 668, 78S, 789, 1102, 1281, 1262, 1283, 1^ 1366; 
SaiuU, 40-42, 64r-G7; IndtpttuUnt CkrenieU, Norember 28, D»> 
Mmbar 96, 1776; BoHoROoMd^Deoamber 2,23,30, 1776; K. l. 
HitL Mag., CMoImt, 1686. For ezparienae of Llanteiuiit TiOTrtt, 
■• a ipy in NewiHirt soon after thia, «m Ibid., Jaouary, 1666. 
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migbt be captured or destroyed. " Ae this Service 
to the Southward is of much publick importance, 
we expeot from Your Zeal and Attachment to the 
Interest of the United States that jaa proceed on 
and execute this Service with all possible Vigor 
and despatch." ^ 

Two of the vessels it was proposed to send were 
with Jones and others could not be manned with- 
out great delay; so the enterprise fell through. 
Somec^ the small vessels of Hopkins's originalfleet, 
however, were in more southern waters and per- 
formed what little service they could. In the spring 
of 1776 the Wasp and Hornet were in Delaware 
Bay and the former took part in an action with 
two British frigates.^ The Fly was sent to New 
York in June and after that, cruised along the 
New Jersey shore. The Wasp was ordered to Ber- 
muda and the West Indies in August ; she sent a 
valuable prize into Philadelphia and later joined 
the fly. They were instructed by the Marine Com- 
mittee, November 1 and 11, to keep a lookout for 
vessels going into and out of New York, now oc- 
cupied by the British. Hopkins and Jones had also 
been ordered to intercept, when possible, storeships 
from Europe bound to New York. " We immagine 
there must be Transports, Store Ships and pro- 
vision vessels daily arriving or expected to arrive 

1 MS. Letttr to Hopkuu, October 23, 1776 ; Uar. Com. Lttttr 

Book, as. 

* See bdmr, p. 141. 
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at that place for Buj^ying oar enemies with pro- 
visiong and other Stores, and the design of your 
present Croize is to intercept as many of those 
Vessels and sapplies as yon possihly can." The 
Fly and Wasp, if chased, were to run into somd 
rivet or inlet on the New Jersey coast. Frizes were 
to he sent to Philadelphia, or into Egg Harbor, or 
any other safe place, as seemed most expedient. 
<* Yon must be careful not to let any british frigate 
get between you and the land and then there's no 
danger, for they cannot pursue you in shore and 
they have no boats or Tenders that can take you ; 
besides, the country people will assist in driving 
them off shore, if they should attempt to follow you 
in. . . . Altho' we reoonunend your taking good 
care of your Vessel and people, yet we should deem 
it more pnuseworthy in an officer to loose his ves- 
sel in a bold enterprise than to loose a good Prize 
by too timid a Omduct."* November 11 thb com- 
mittee wrote: "We have reoaved intelligence that 
our enemies at New York are about to embarqne 
15,000 Men on board their Transports, but where 
they are bound remains to be found out. The 
Station ass^ed you makes it probable that we 
may best discover th«r destination by your means, 
for it will be impossible this fleet of Transports can 
get out of Sandy book without your seeing them. 
. . . When you discover this fleet, watch their 

I ifor. Cam. Lttttr Boot, 42 (to Cf^tun Wwner ot tha Fly, 
Horember 1, 1776). 
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motioiu and tiie moment they get out to Sea and 
shape their conrse, s^id your boat on Shore with a 
Letter to be dispatched by express iaforming ns 
what course they steer, how many s^ they eonsist 
of, if yoti can ascertiun their numbers, and how 
many Ships of war attend them. ... If this 
fleet steer to the Southward either the £ly or 
Wasp, whicherer sails fastest, must precede the 
fleet, keeping in shore and ahead of them. . . . 
The dullest suler of the Fly or Wasp must follow 
after this fleet and watch their motions. ... In 
short we think yon may by a spirited execution <^ 
these Orders prevent them from coming by Sur- 
prize on any part of tliis Continent, and be assured 
you cannot recommend yourself more eSectaally to 
onr friendship. If you could find an opportunity 
of attacking and taking one of the fleet on thur 
coming out, it might be the means of giving ua 
ample intdligence." * This was the fleet which soon 
afterwards oconpied If ewport ; it stuled from New 
York December 1, the transports passing through 
Long Island Sound, the larger menK>f-waT outside. 
About the end of November the Fly returned to 
Fhiladelfdiia and on December 21 was sent down 
the Delaware to watch some British vessels cruising 
off the capes. The Wasp continued on the New 
Jersey shore for a while and then watched these 
-vessels from the outside. The Hornet cruised during 
the summer uid in December was ordered to the 
1 Mar. Com. LeUtr Bmtt, 48 (to Warner). 
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Weat Indies ; but she did not go, being in Christ- 
iana Creek and unable to get ont through a British 
fleet in Delaware Bay.^ 

According to Admiral Howe's letter of February 
20, 1777, the British veBseU employed in Delaware 
and Chesapeake Bays during 1776, some or all o£ 
them being stationed part of the time in one bay 
and part in the other and occasionally cmi^g off 
the capes, were the Boebnok of forty-four gnns, the 
frigates LiTerpool and Fowey, and the sloop of war 
Otter ; while the frigate " Orphens appears to hare 
been rather appointed for the necessary and more 
general purpose of cruising between the port of 
New York and Entrance of the Delaware, than 
confined to the particular Guard of the last." ' 

» a«. Arci., V, 1, 187, 1118, 1181, u, 970, 11»9, 1200, 1292, iii, 
4ai, 607, 637, WW, 1148, 1176, 1176, 1213, 13S1, 1S32, 1468, 1484; 
Fenntgleama GateOe, Oetober 16, 1776; Mar. Com. Later Book, 
17, 30, 38, 41, 42, 43, 47, 48 (Angaat 23, Octobei 10, 23, 30, No- 
Tembet 1, 11, 20, December 14, 25, 1776). 

' BHt. Ada. Bee, A. D. m. Na 24. 
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CHAPTER V 

OTHEB EVENTS ON TOE SEA Df 1TT6 

Hatino followed the movements of two fleets in 
Berrice daring 1776, there remain to be amsidered 
Tsrions cruises and actiims of a number of single 
TesseU, public and private, that went oat open the 
ses in tb&t year ; and some otlier events as well. 

The MasBachosetts navy b^;an its ezistence in 
Aagust, 1775, when the Machias liberty and Dil- 
igent were taken into the service of the province 
and Jeremiah O'Brien was put in comnuind of 
them.i The Diligent was afterwards commanded by 
Capt^ John Lambert. These vessels cruised in- 
termittently and with some success for over a 
year, or until October, 1776. In February they 
were at Newburyport and received new crews. 
In the spring O'Brirai toc^ two or three small 
prizes.' 

Meanwhile the force had been increased. As a 
result of the report of the committee appointed 
December 29, 1775, to consider tiie sabject of a 

* Sm t,hor», pp. 14, 40. 

• CBnat, ohiTii, Tiu.ix; Am.ArA^T7, It, 1204, tJ, 800, 
T, ui, 384, S87 T Mauachatai Mag., Junair, April, ISIO ; Boftmi 
OaxttU, Jnna 10, Jnlj 20, 1TI6; Matt. Court Bee, Fsbrnmrj %, 
Uuoh 28, 1776. 
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state navy,! ten Tessels wei« aathorized by the 
Greneral Court of Massachasette in February, 1776, 
the number being shortly aftervards reduced to 
fire. April 20 it was resolved *'that the Brigantine 
building at; Kingston be called the Independence, 
that the Brigantine building at Dartmouth be 
called the Ruing Empire, that the Sloop building 
at Salisbniy be called the Tyrannicide, that one 
of the Sloops building at Swanzey be called 
the Bepnblio and the other the Freedom." The 
Tyrannicide was chuiged into a brigantine a few 
months later. Another vessel, the brigantine Mas- 
sachusetts, wae built at Salisbuiy in the spring. 
The Tyrannicide, Captain John Fisk, carrying four- 
teen guns and seventy-five men, seems to have been 
the first of these newly conatmcted vessels to get 
to sea. She sailed July 8 and four days later cap- 
tured a prize. Captain Fisk's report, dated July 17, 
says : *' This may serve to aeqnunt your Honours 
that in latitude 40° 26' north, longitnde 65° 50' 
west, I fell in with the armed schooner Despatch 
from Halifax, bound to Xew York ; and after an 
engagement of one-and-a-half hour, she struck to the 
American arms. I boarded her and found on board 
eight carriage guns and twelve swivel guns, twenty 
sm^ arms, sixteen pistols, twen^ cutlasses, some 
cartridges, boxes, and belts for bayonets, nine half- 
barrels powder, all the accoutrement for said can- 
non. The Commander and one man were killed, and 
* S«a ftbore, p. 40. 
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seTeo others wonnded. The crew consisted of tbirtj 
men and one boy. I lost one man killed and ten 
wounded, and my Tessel was much shattered, which 
obliged me to retnm with my prize, which I have at 
anchor in Salem Harbour, and wait your Honours' 
orders how to proceed with the prisoners. All the 
Captun's papers and orders were Uirown over- 
board." 1 Fisk sailed again and dnring the month 
of August took four prizes, one of which was re- 
captured by a British frigate which chased and 
nearly caught the Tyrannioide. Upon Fisk's adnce 
his sloop's rig was changed after her retnm from 
thiscruise. Ootober29,flskwaaorderedonanother 
cruise to the eastward of Nantucket Shoals as far 
as the ninth meridian of longitude and south to the 
twelfth parallel of north latitude. Meanwhile the 
brigantine Independence, Captain Simeon Sampson, 
whose instructions of July 26 were apparently the 
next issned after those of Captain Fisk, was " Di- 
rected Imediately to proceed on a Cruize not only 
against our Unatural Enemies, but also for ye Pro- 
tection of the Trade of the United States, and yon 
are directed to Bange the Coast of the Province of 
Main . . . and from thence proceed as farr South- 
ward as the Lattitude thirty-four North, and not 
further West than the Shoals of Nantuckett, nor 
farther East than the Island [of] Sable, on the 
Coast of Nova Scotia." The Independence accom- 
plished little during the year.> 

I C<^. EtKX Itut., Jaonmiy, 1906. 

■ JToM. C(>ntfi«:.,April20, U»T4,8«pt«iiib«t 13,m«iSte. 
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Biohaid Derby of Salem reported, October 3, 
tbat on the previona evening the brigantine Massa- 
dmsetta, " belonging to tliia State, arjrred here." 
She had been cruiBing daring September under the 
command of Captain Daniel Souther, who, Derby 
says, " Informs me that a few Days after he siuled 
he fell in with & Took a Brigtuitine of about 250 
Tons from Falmoath in E^Iand mounting six three 
pound Cannon & having on board a Captain & 
about 20 Privates <d the 16th Begiment of Drag- 
oons, with thfflr Horse Aoooutrements. , . . He 
parted from the Prize this Day week in a Storm 
which has Continued almost ever since, but as the 
wind has been favourable this Day or two I Expect 
every momeot to see or to hear of her being aryved 
at Boston. The prisoners in all amount to 35 which 
Gap Souther tho't too many to Cary the Crniae vrith 
him & therefor tho't best to Betum & Land them, 
Espetially as he Expected to Do it in a few Days, 
but Gales of vrind have prevented him. The Honble 
Board I hope will send me Directions how to Dis- 
pose of the Prisoners. . . . They say the People in 
Brittain know Nothing what is passing in America 
& Capt Souther Informs me the Chaplain has told 
him the People in England begin to grow very 
weaiy." * 

Mau. Oouncit, Jnl; 26, Ootaber 29, 1776 ; Am. AreJi., V, i, 405, 
562 1 Bnabm Qaxettt, Augat 10, 1776 ; MtutaehiuettM Uag., April, 
190B, JuHury. 1909. 

1 MauackiaetuMag.,O<iUi\m,1906; BottMGiiMau,Oisl»)Mt% 
1778. 
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The sloops Bepnbtic, Captain John Foster 'Wil- 
liams, and Freedom, Captain John Clooston, vhen 
ready for sea were ordered to Boston. In October 
the Republic was sent on a cruise off Nantaoket and 
soon captured the British armed ship Julius Ciesar. 
The Bepnblio was afterwards employed in commer- 
cial voyages. Captain Clouston's orders are dated 
September 20, 1776: "The sloop Freedom nnder 
your command, being in aJl respects equipped in a 
wu'like manner and being also well and prqierly 
manned, so as to enable you to proceed on a cruise, 
you therefore are directed to range the eastern shore 
of this State laying between the Birer Piscataqua 
and Maohias, in order to clear that coast of any of 
the enemy's cruisers that may be infesting the same ; 
and from thence proceed to the month of the River 
St. Lawrence and there cruise until the first of 
November, in order to intercept any of the enemy's 
vessels that may be passing that way; and from 
thence you must proceed to the coast of Xewfound- 
land and there cruise until the middle of November 
aforesaid, in order to surprise and seize snch vessels 
of the enemy as you meet upon that coast or in any 
of the harbours of the same ; after which yon may 
proceed upon a cruise as far southward as latitude 
S8° north and continue upon said cruise so long as 
you find it practicable or expedient ; and then yon 
axe to return to the harbour of Boston, always using 
every necessary precaution to prevent the sloop under 
your command from falling into the hands of the 
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eoemy. You ate to observe aod follow such orders 
and directions as you shall from time to time receive 
from Captain Daniel Souther, provided they are 
consistent with the instructions now given yon. 
And whereas you have received a commission by 
force of arms to attack, leize and take on the high 
seas all ships and other vessels belonging to the in- 
habitants of Great Britain, or others infesting the 
sea-ooast of this Continent, you are therefore punc- 
tually to follow the instructions already delivered 
you for regulating your conduct in this matter, and 
in all things conduct yourself consistent with the 
trust reposed in yon." ^ These instructions were 
probably not carried out, and after her return from 
a short cruise, the Freedom was altered into a brig- 
antine, being fitted out with the masts, sails, and 
rigging of the Bising Empire. This vessel for some 
reason, after a very short cruise, had been reported 
by her captain to be *' totally unfit for the service," 
and was pnt out of commission.^ 

In May, 1776, the Connecticut brig Defence, 
CaptEun Harding, captured several tones crossing 
to liong Island. Harding then fitted out three small 
sloops to search for tones, the Defence being too 
well known to them. In a letter e^resaing well- 
defined opinions of toryism, Crovemor Trumbull of 
Connecticut acknowledged Harding's reports " oom- 

> Matiadnuetti Mag., April, 1000. 

» Rid., April, July, 1909, July, 1911 ; Mat. Court Bte., Ootab«t 
», 1176. 
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mnnioatmg alarnuDg intelligence of amost imnatnral 
and tmtorouB combination among the inhabitants 
of this Colony. Possessed of and enjoying the most 
valoable and important privileges, to betray them 
all into the hands of our cruel oppressors is shock- 
ing and astODishing conduct and evinces the deep 
degeneracy and wickedness of which mankind is 
capable. Have laid your oonnnunicatiQn before my 
CounciL They are equally shocked at this horrid 
basenessand will withmebeready to come into any 
proper mea«ureB to defeat and suppress this wicked 
conspiracy to the utmost of our power ; and in the 
mean time approve and applaud your zeal uid activity 
to discover and apprehend any persons concerned in 
this blackest treason." ' The Defence afterwards 
performed valuable service iu Massachusetts Bay ,3 
returning to Xew London in July, and continued 
cruising during the rest of the year.^ 

Delaware and Chesapeake Bays and the Carolina 
sounds witnessed a good deal of nuirine conflict dur- 
ing the year 1776. Pennsylvania, Maryland, and 
Virginia maintained many small craft, as well as 
some large vessels, for defense, and a niuuber of 
captures were made early in die year. Several Ctm- 
tinental vessels also cruised in these waters. In 
March the British sloop of war Otter, with several 

» Am. Arch., IV. ti, 603. 

■ See above, pp. 81, 82. 

* Am. Arth., IT, Ti, 43Q, 470, 482, 483, 503, 681; Cmneeiiaa 
Courata, Jalj 22, 1778; Cantineiaat Jtmmal, Oatobu 10, ITI6; 
New London Hut. 8oe., IV, 1, 87. 
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tenders and prizes, came up Chesapeake Bay nearly 
as far as Baltimore. Tbe ship Defence, Captain 
James Nicholson, of the Maryland navy, went out 
to meet the Otter, drove her down the bay and 
recaptured her prizes. Governor Dunmore of Vir- 
ginia employed a considerable fleet in Chesapeake 
Bay, which in July comprised more than forty 
vessels. Whatever British men-otwar happened 
to be stationed in the bay, and there were generally 
a few at least, were attached to this fleet. A family 
of tones, John Goodrich and several sons, also 
onused about the bay in Dunmore'a service. The 
chief function of the state cruisers was to check the 
ravages of these vessels along the shores of the 
bays and rivers. Several of their prizes were recap- 
tured by tbe navies of Virginia, Maryland, and 
North Carolina, and other captures, some of them 
important, were occasionally made. June 20, Cap- 
tain James Barron of the Vii^inia navy took the 
Oxford, one of the fleet of Scotch transports bound 
to Boston, and brought her into Jamestown.^ 

After the departure of Hopkins's fleet for New 
Providence in February, the Marine Committee 
fitted out other Continental vessels from time to 
time. Those that cmised along the coast of the 
Middle States were the brigs Ijezington and 
Reprisal, of sixteen guns each, and the sloops 
1 Am. ArdL, IV, W, 114, 122, 128, 136, 126, », 199, yl,1669, V, 
1,162,526,0, 182, ui, 821, 1807; Almm, iU, 31; Bnton OtaetU, 
Pebnury 6, May 20, Jnlj 16, 1776 ; If. E. Chrmidt, M»y 23; 1778 ; 
Bo. LU. Utumgtr, Febnury, 1857. See abore, pp. 117, 118. 
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iDdependenca and Sacbem, of ten guns eacli, and 
Mosquito of four gnns. April 7, in sight of the 
Virginia capes, Captain John Barry of the Lexing- 
ton reported to the Marine Committee : " I hare 
the pleasure to acquaint you tliat at one P. H. this 
day I fell in with the sloop Edward [of eight guns], 
belong^g to the Liverpool frigate. She engt^ed us 
near two glasses. They killed two of our men and 
wonnded two more. We shattered her in a terrible 
manner, as you will see. We killed and wounded 
several of her crew. I shall give you a particular 
account of the powder and arms taken out of her, 
as well as my proceedings in general. I have the 
happiness to acquaint you that all our people be- 
haved with much courage." ' Captain Barry was 
an Irishman by birth and afterwards became a 
distinguished o£Scer of the navy. In July the sloop 
Sachem captured a heavily armed British letter of 
marqne brig.* 

The British man-of-war Roebuck, 44, cruised 
about the Vir^nia and Delaware capes from the 
middle of March until June. May 5, in company 
with the Liverpool, 28, and a nmnber of tenders 
and prizes, she came up Delaware Bay. On the 8th 
these vessels were met below Chester by thirteen 
Pennsylvania gatleys and an engagement foUowed 
which lasted all the afternoon. The Continental 

' Pennet/lvania Oaxette, April IT, 1T7S. 

*A7i,.Arch.,TV, T,810, V, ^823;^«im,m,81;Qriffin'8li/< 
of Barry, 30 ; Barnty, 46, 46 ; JT. E. GhronicU, April 25, ITTO. 
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sdiooner Wasp, Captain Alexander, came out of 
Cliristiana Creek, into whioli she had been driven 
the day before by the British, and recaptured one of 
their prizes — a brig. The Boebuck was conuder- 
ably iDJured in her ri^^ing and, in attempting to get 
near the galleys, grounded on a shoal; the Liver- 
pool anchored near by for her protection. During 
the night the Roebuck got off and the British 
dropped down the river. The galleys followed and 
another actiOD took place. An American prisoner, 
impressed on board the Boebnok, says that the 
galleys " attacked the men-<^-war the second day 
with more courage and conduct [and] the Boebuck 
received many shots betwixt wind and water; 
some went quite through, some in her quarter, and 
was much raked fore and aft . . . During the 
engagement one man was killed by a shot which 
took bis arm almost off. Six were much hurt and 
burned by an eighteen-pound cartridge of powder 
taking fire, among whom was an acting lieutenant." ^ 
The British ships then retreated. In his official 
report to the admiral the captain of the Soebuck 
says : '* On the 5th of May I took the Liverpool 
with me, sailed up the River as far as Wilmington, 
where I was attacked in a shallow part of the lUver 
by thirteen Bow Gallies attended by several Hre- 
ShipB and Launches, which in two long Engagements 
I beat off and did my utmost to destroy. . . . After 
having fully executed what I had in view, I returned 

» Am. Arch., IV, a, 810. 
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to the Capes the 15th." ^ The preeenoe of the B«- 
prisal and Hornet in the bay, or near by, although 
they tooknopart in the action, may have contributed 
to the discomfort of the Englishmen's situation.* 

The Reprisal, Captain Lambert Wicbes, was 
ordered June 10 to Martinique, but she did not 
sail at once ; at the end of the month she vas still 
in the Delaware. On the 2dth the armed brig 
Nan(7, from the West Indies bound to Fbiladelr 
phia with ammunition and military stores, was 
chased off the Delaware capes by six British men- 
of-war and tenders ; ebe engt^ed the latter and 
beat them ofi. The Lexington and Reprisal came to 
the Nancy's rescue, and under cover of a fog she 
was run ashore near Cape May and the most valn- 
aUe part of her cai^, including two hundred and 
seventy barrels of powder, was saved. The fog 
soon lifted and the British were seen to be very 
near and sending in boats. The Nancy's oaptun and 
crew then quitted her after setting her on fire, a 
lai^ quantity of powder being still on board. Two 
or three of the British boats then came in, boarded 
the Nancy " and took possession of her with three 
cheers ; soon after which the fire toofa the desired 
^ect and blew the pirates forty or fif^ yards into 
the air and much shattered one of their boats under 
her stern. Eleven dead bodies have since oome on 

1 Brit. Adm. Bee., A. D. 4^7, Novsmbar 28, ITIS. 

* Am. ArdL, IV, Ti, 89S, 408, 408, 809-811 ; Almon, iii, 178; 
BoUoB Oaxetle, BUj 80, 1776 ; Barney, 40-43 ; Wftllaoe'i Lift ^ 
Bradford, 867. 
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shore with two gold-laced hats and a leg with a 
garter. From the great Qomber of limbs floatiog 
and driven ashore it is supposed thirty or forty of 
themweredesttoyed by Uieexploeion."* Accordiog 
to a British aecomtt, which may, however, refer to 
another inoideut, the boats sent in " boarded amidst 
a heavy fire from the shore, where thonsaods of 
people had assembled to protect her. fmding it 
impossible to get her off, we set h^ on fire, with 
orders to quit her without loss of time, as we found 
her caigo consisted of three hundred and sixty bai^ 
lels of powder with some saltpetre and dry goods ; 
but unfortunately, before we had all left her, she 
blew up and a mate and six men was blown to 
[ueces in her. The oars of the other boats were all 
knocked to atoms and two men had their ribs broke ; 
but considering tin whole, we was amazingly fort- 
unate, as the pieces of the vessel was falling all 
round for some time." ^ The Americans mounted 
a gon on shore and opened fire on the men-of-war. 
The fire was returned and Lieutenant Wickes, 
brother of the captain of the Reprisal, was killed.^ 
The Reprisal sailed July 3 for the West Indies, 
taking out as passenger William Bingham, who was 

> Am. AnA., V, i, 14. 

* ifavg Rec. Sec., vi, S6, jaDmal of LienteD&nt (latei Reu- 
A.<tmiral) Jamei, in vhiah diHrepanmei in iaM and other detalla 
may perhaps be aaaonnted for by ita haTing be«n vtitten tiro 
yean later, in prircn. 

* Am. At<A., IV, yi, 783, V, i, U; Mag. Ajiut. Bin., Maiab, 
18T8, aanativs of Lientenaot Hatthewman. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



144 NAVAL HISTOKT OF THE BEVOLUTION 
to be the American commeicial and naval agent at 
Martinique. The Reprisal oonToyed thirteen mer- 
chantmen to a safe distance beyond the Delaware 
capes. Daring the voyage she took and manned 
three prizes, which left her very short-handed. As 
she was approaching the port of St. Pierre, Jaly 27, 
the British sloop of war Shark, 16, came out of the 
harbor. Captain Chapman of the Shark says that 
at half-paat five that afternoon a ship was seen com- 
ing around the northern point of the bay and was 
suspected of being an American. At seven the 
Shark slipped her cables and made sail. Half an 
hour later the fieprisal tacked. "We wore and stood 
towards him & haild him twice in French, to which 
he made no answer ; we afterwards haild him in 
English, he condnued to make siul from us & made 
no reply. At 9 £r'd a shot ahead of him and huld 
in English, tdd him we was an English Man of 
Wax ; he made no answer, but bore down and fired 
a Broadside into us, which we returned immediately 
and continued engaging ^ an hour, then he back'd 
his Maintops & dropt astern & afterwards tack'd ; 
\ past 10 we tack'd & stood towards him, at ^ past 
10 they fired two shot at us from the shore, which 
occasioned us to bear away ; he kept his Wind and 
anchord in the Bay.'*' Wickes says that he re- 
plied to both the French and English hail of the 
Shark and that the latter fired a shot at ten o'clock 
followed by three others in succession, to which the 
> BHl. Advt. Btt., CaptainU Log; No. SOG (log ot tli« Slurk). 
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Beprisal retomed four, whereupon the English made 
Bail iu order to withdraw from the contest. A French 
officer on shore thought that the English fire was 
the more rapid and better delivered. He says that 
after parting from the Reprisal, the Shark chased 
a schooner, which took refuge under a battery; 
whereupon the battery fired two shot at the Shark. 
The next day she returned to her anchorage in the 
harbor. The Keprisalwent bach to the United States 
in September and the aloop Independence, Captain 
John Yoiing, was sent out to take her place. Naval 
stores were greatly needed at all times and the 
Marine Committee took measures to obtun them in 
the West Indies, the depot for European goods of 
that kind. Ships of war were largely employed for 
their transportation. ' 

In the spring of 1776 a British expedition was 
sent against the southern colonies. A fieet of trans- 
ports with troops under the command of General 
Comwallis sailed from Cork convoyed by two fifty- 
gun ships and several smaller vessels commanded 
by Commodore Parker. In May this force arrived 
in North Carolina and was joined by General Clin- 
ton, who had left Boston with several reg^ents in 
January ; Clinton now assumed the command. The 

1 Am. AtcK., y, i, 180, 24S, 609, TOO, 741, ii, 324, 410 ; Alman, 
it, 103 ; Jrduva de la Mariiu, B' US ; F<^ CeM. Oongr., TB, 28, 
SQ8, 20S ( Wiokes to Committee of Secret CarraBpondeDM, Jul; 11, 
13, inO) ; Mar. Com. Lttter Book, 20, 26 (September 20, October 4, 
1770) ; BoOon GaiOtt, Aagtrnt 10, October 7, 1176 ; Indgiendtnl 
Ckronidt, Oetober 3, 1776. 



=d by Google 



146 NAVAL HISTORY OF THE EEVOLUTION 
objective point of the expedition having been left 
to his discretion, he determined to itttack Charles- 
ton, and on Jane 4 the fleet appeared off the bar 
at the harbor entrance of that town. 

Meanwhile the Americans had been mahing pre- 
parations for defense. A force of five or six thou- 
sand, less than half of them regulars and all raw 
troops, was collected nnder the command of General 
Charles Lee. A fort of palmetto logs was bnUt at 
the southern end of Sullivan's Island which oom- 
xoanded the ohanneL This fort was garrisoned by 
about three hundred and fifty regular troo}»i and a 
few militia under Colonel Moultrie. Seven or eight 
hundred men were stationed at the northern end of 
Sullivan's Island to oppose the approach of the 
British from Long Island. The South Carolina 
navy, at that time consisting of three vessds, prob- 
ably took some part in the defense of the town. 

The British met with some difficulty and delay 
in getting over the bar, but by June 27 were ready 
for the attack. Th^r naval force consisted of the 
Bristol and Eixperiment of fifty guns each, the 
twenty-eight-gun frigates Solebay, Syren, Active, 
and ActiBon, the Sphynx, 20, the Friendship, 18, 
the bomb-vessel Thunder, which carried two mortars, 
and a tew smaller armed vessels.^ 

* For the expedition ■gunit CIurleitoD, ne Atn, Ard,, TV, ti, 
1205-1210; ^m(in,ii!,l^ 189-192, 2S4~267,314-31»; Dawson's 
Batik* of At UniUd Staitt, oh. x; Ptruu^lBania Oazette, Septem- 
ber 11, Nor. 20, ITK ; Ftta. Evming Pet, April 28, 17T6 ; Win- 
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On the 28th the attack was nuwle. Commodoro 
Parker says in his report: "At half anhowafterten 
I made the signal to weigh, and abont a quarter 
after eleven the Bristol, Experiment, Active and 
SolebaybrODghtnp^ainst the fort. Thnnder Bomb, 
covered by the Friendship armed vessel, brought 
theSaliant AngleoftheE^ast Bastion to bear N. W. 
by N. and . . . threw several shells a little before 
and during the engagement in a very good direo 
tion. The Sphynz, Actaeon and Syren were to have 
been to the westward, to prevent fitesbips and other 
vessels from annoying the ships engaged, to enfilade 
the works, and if the rebels sbonld be driven from 
them, to cut off their retreat if possible. This last 
service was not performed, owii^ to the ignorance 
of the piloti who run the three frigates aground. 
The Sphynz and Syren got off in a few hours, but 
the Aotseon remained fast till the next morning, 
when the captain and officers thought proper to 
scuttle and set her on fire." ^ 

The engagement lasted ten hours. The fort was 
little dam^;ed by the bombardment it received from 
the British, while the fire of the Americans was 
delivered slowly and accurately, and with marked 
effect upon the ships of the enemy. In his report 
to the President of Congress Oeneral Lee says 
the ships " anchored at less than half musket shot 

toc'a Ifarrative and Oritieal Siitory o/AnuHea, n, ieS-lT2, 229; 
Cbinntn9,Ui, 220-228 ; CI<nc«f,m, 371-379. Sea map, p. 492. 
■ Almm, in, 18% 190 (Jul; 9, 1776). 
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from the fort and commenoed one of the moat 
furious and moeasant fires I ever saw or heard.'* 
About half-past four in the afternoon the fort ap- 
peared to the British to have been silenced, but 
this waa due to a failure of ammumtion, and upon 
the arrival of a fresh supply, an hour and a half 
later, the fire was renewed. The Americans behaved 
extremely well, and Lee, upon visiting the fort, 
<' found them determined and cool to the last de- 
g^ree ; their behavior would have done honor to 
Uie oldest troo{»." ^ Moultrie became thenceforth 
one of the heroes of the Kevolntiou and the fort 
was named for him. The British troops who had 
landed on Long Island, to what number is uncer- 
tain, had intended to cross over to Sullivan's Island 
and attack the fort in the rear, where it was partly 
open and unfinished. The islands were separated 
b; a shallow channel usually passable at low tide, 
but continued easterly winds had so bached up 
the water that it was too deep to be forded. 

At about nine o'clock in the evening the British 
fire ceased and two hours later the fleet dropped 
down to its former anchorage. The Actieon, after 
she had been set fixe to and abandoned by her crew 
the next morning, was boarded by Americans who 
brought away her colors and some other property ; 
half an hour later she blew up. The damage sufFered 
by the British ships was heavy, especially by the 
Bristol and Experiment, and upon these two sh^ 

1 Am. Jrdt., IV, Ti, 1206 (LM'iraport, Jnl; 2, 1770)- 
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also tbe loss was greatest, which altogether amounted 
to sixty-four killed and a hundred and forty-ODs 
wounded, many of the latter dying from their in- 
juries soon afterwards. The Amerioan loss was 
twelve killed and twenty-five wounded, five of them 
mortally. The attach waa not renewed, and after 
making repurs, the fleet sailed for New York. 

Under the encooiagement of acts passed by the 
Continental Congress and the varions provincial 
assemblies, privateering flourished daring 1776, 
although it oame very far from assuming the propor- 
tions that it attuned in later yeara. Only thirty-fonr 
private commissions were issued under the authority 
of the Continental government, but probably a 
much larger number of privateers were sent out 
by the separate states. Vessels of this class cruised 
at sea, along the Atlantic coast, and in West Indian 
and European waters. The prirateersmen were 
commonly successful, but first and last a good many 
of them fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Captain James Tracy was unfortunate enough to 
fall in with a British frigate, mistaking her for a 
merchantman. Tracy sailed from Newburyport, 
June 7, in the brig Yankee Hero, carrying twelve 
gans and twen^-siz men, including officers. He 
expected to get more men at Boston. Off Cape 
Ann the captain sighted a sail which he de- 
termined to chase, and here he received a reinforce- 
ment of fourteen men who came out from the shore 
in boats ; with forty, he stUl had only a third of 
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Us complement. Trat^ then bore away for the aail, 
which was five league distant, to the east-southeast ; 
when too late he discovered the chase to be a man- 
of-war. He now put about for the shore with the 
ship, which turned out to be the frigate Milford, 
in pursuit The wind, which had been westerly, 
died away, and in an hour and a half the frigate, 
having taken a fresh breeze from tits south, was 
within half a mile and began to fire her bow chasers. 
The wind shifted to the west agun. Tracy reserved 
his fire until the enemy should be within close rai^. 
She '800U came up on the Yankee Hero's lee quarter 
within pistol-shot and the unequal contest became 
warm. The account of the affair was " chiefiy col- 
lected from those who were in the engagement." 
" After some time the ship hauled her wind so close, 
which obliged the brig to do the same, that Capt. 
Tracy was unable to fight his lee guns ; npon this 
he backed under her stem, but the ship, which sailed 
much faster and worked as quick, had the advan- 
tage and bronght her broadside again upon him, 
which he could not evade, and in this manner they 
lay not an hundred feet from each other yawing to 
and fro for an hour and twenty minutes, the priv- 
ateer's men valiantly maintaining their quarters 
against such a superior force. About this time the 
ship's foremast guns beginning to slack fire, Capt. 
Tracy tacked under his stem and when clear of 
the smoke and fire, perceived his rigging to be most 
shockingly cut, yards flying about without braces, 
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Bome of Ids principal sails shot to rags and lialf of 
his men to appearance dying and wounded." The 
first lientenant was among the wonnded. The frig- - 
ate having sheered off there was a short lull, during 
which the wounded were carried helow and the 
crew hegan to repair the rigging. They were get- 
ting nearer shore and Tracy hoped to be able to 
escape. Before things could be put to rights, how- 
ever, the frigate " agwn oame up and renewed the 
attack, which obliged Capt. Tracy to have recourse 
to hia gnus again, Uiough he still hept some hands 
aloft to his rigging, but before the brig had again 
fired two broadsides, Captain Trat^ received a 
wound in his right thigh and in a few minutes he 
could not stand ; he lud himself over the arm chest 
and barricadoe, determined to keep up the fire, but 
in a short time, from pain and loss of blood, he was 
unable to command, growing faint, and they helped 
him below. As soon as he came to, he found his 
firing had ceased and his people round him wounded, 
not having a surgeon with them, in a most distressed 
situation, most of them groaning and some expiring. 
Struck severely with such a spectacle, Capt Tracy 
o>dered his people to take him up in a chair upon 
the quarter deck and resolved s^^ain to attack the 
ship, which was all this time keeping up her fire ; 
but after getting into the tat, be was so fsunt that 
he was for some time unable to speak and finding 
no alternative but they must be taken or sunk, for 
the sake of the brave men that remained he ordered 
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tbem to strike to the slup."^ The action huted over 
two hours and the Yankee Hero hut four killed 
and thirteen wounded. On the Milford were thirty 
American pristmers who had been impressed and 
were forced to fight against their oonntrymen. The 
frigate took her prize to Halifax.' 

In May, 1776, the American privateer Camden, 
14, fonght three hours wiUi the brigantine £arl of 
Warwick, 16. An explosion then took place on the 
Warwick whieh killed and womided thirty men and 
she was obliged to strike.* About the same time the 
privateer Cromwell, 20, captored and took into 
Philadelphia the Briti^ sloop of war Lynx.* The 
private armed sloop Yankee, Captain Henry John- 
son, of Boston, cruised in tiie £n^ish Channel, and, 
haviug taken two prizes, had many prisoners on 
board. The capt^ of one of the prizes and one or 
two other British officers, being in Captun John- 
son's cabin, seized a cutlass which had be^ care- 
lessly left within reach, and, arousing the other 
prisoners, soon had possession of the Yankee, which 
they took into Dover.' 

■ Mau. Spy, S«pt«inb«r 11, 1776. 

* Ibid., Jnw 21, SaptombOT 11, 1776 ; Am. ArtA., W, vi, 146- 
748 ; ifif. <»»/ Naa Mag. <f U. 8., iUj, 1886. 

■ London CKrMJer*, Jolr 13, 1776. * Snd. 

» Am. AtA, V, 1, 684, 756, 756 ; Button dazttte, Jnlj 15, Db- 
Mmb«r Q, 1776. For othar opentiona of priTktsen in 1776, im 
Jm. iJroL, T, i, ess, 874, 958, u, 233, 346 ; .dlnMm, iii, 34, 236, 267, 
268, iT, 169, 160, 161 ; BoKim Oaittte, Jnos 17, Ao^nit 12, Sep- 
tember 2, 16, SO, Novembei 26, Deuember 30, 1776; Indtpaidat 
CAnmteb, Jnne 19, Oetober 17, Novembn 14, 28, 177& 
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Several attempts were made dnriog the Bevola- 
tion to desboy Britisli men-of-war at anolior. Sncli 
an enterprise was discnsBed in 1776 in reference 
to the British fleet in Boston Harbor, and some 
prepaiations seem to have been made to carry it out. 
Samuel O^ood wrote to John Adama from ttie oamp 
at Boxbnry, October 23, 1775 : <' The famous Water 
Machine from Conneotioutt is every Day expected 
in Camp ; it moat unavoidably be a clumsy Bon- 
ness, as its Weight is about a Tun. I wish it might 
succeed [and] the Ships be blown up beyond the 
Attraction of the Earth, for it is the only Way or 
Chance they have of reaching St Peter's Gate."* 
The " Water Machine " here referred to was prob- 
ably the contrivance of David Bushnell of Conneo- 
ticut, which afterward excited great interest ; yet 
just at this time John Hancock, President of Con- 
gress, wrote to General Washington : " Captn. John 
Macpherson having informed the Congress that he 
had invented a method by which with their leave 
he would take or destroy every ministerial armed 
vessel in North America, they appointed Govn. 
Hopkins, Mr. Eandolph & Mr. J. Bntledge to 
confer with him on the subject, for be would not 
consent to communicate the secret to any but a 
committee & you. These Gentlemen reported that 
the scheme in theory appeared practicable and that, 
though its success could not be relied on without 
experience, they thought it well worth attempting 
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on the fleet ia & about Boston harbour, tbeir de- 
struction being an object of the utmost consequence. 
The Congress have therefore directed Capt. Mao- 
pherson to repair immediately to Cambri^;e." > 

These projects went no farther at the time, and 
the Briti^ oontiniied to ride safely at anchor in the 
harbor mitil they saw flt to take their departure the 
next spring. In July, 1776, preparaiions of a sim- 
ilar natare were made. On the night of August 17 
two flreships in the Hudson River attacked the 
ships Fhceniz and Rose, which had recently been 
assaulted by galleys.' One of the flreships ignited 
the Rose's tender, which was " totally consumed." 
The other approached the Fhceniz, whereupcm ihat 
ship opened fire and cut her cable. The Eu^iiah ac- 
count says : " Ten Minutes Afterwards she boarded 
us upon the Starboard Bow, at which time the Reb- 
els set fire to the Tnun and left her. Set the Fore 
Topsail and Headsmls, which fortunately oast the 
ship and disengaged her from the Fire Ship, after 
having been Twenty Minutes with her Jibb Boom 
over the Gun whale."' The British then prudently 
dropped down the river to a new anchorage. The 
most interesting attempt to des^y a British man- 
of-war was made in New York Harbor about the 
same time, with a submarine boat and torpedo de- 

1 LeiUrt to Wathingtmi, 8S, 72 (Oetobw SO, ITIB). 

" See aibaTe, p. 87. 

* Brit. Adn. Etc., A. D. 4S7, AagVMt 17, 1776, Temarki on booid 
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signed by David Buahnell. The operator succeeded 
in bringing his boat under a British ship, but was 
unable to attach the torpedo to her side, on account 
ol the copper sheathing, then drifted away and lost 
hia bearings. The torpedo, left floating in the har- 
bor, afterwards exploded wldi great force ; it con- 
tained a hundred and fifty pounds of powder which 
was ignited by a time-loch. Two snhBequent trials, 
made in the Hudson River, also failed. The next 
year Buahnell endeavored to draw a torpedo against 
the side of a ship in Black Point Bay, near New 
Lcoidon, I^ means of a line. But the line, having 
been discovered, was hauled in by the crew of a 
Bchooqer near by ; whereupon the torpedo exploded, 
demolishing the sohooner and killing three men.^ 

Towards the end of the year 1776 some of the 
thirteen frigates authorized by Congress in Decem- 
ber, 1775, were nearly ready for service. The Eal- 
eigh's keel was laid at Portsmouth March 21 and 
just two months later she was ready to enter the 
water. " On Tuesday the 21st inst. the Continen- 
tal Frigate of thirty-two guns, built at this place 
under the direction of John Langdon, Esq., was 
Launched amidst the acclamation of many thousand 
spectators. She is esteemed by all those who are 
judges that have seen her, to be one of the com- 

Waddngton, iii, 202, W, 348, x, 504 ; Gluk's Navcd BUtory, i, ih. 
T ; Mag. Amer. Si$t., Huah, 1893 ; Boiton Oaxeat, AngnM 26, 1776 ; 
N. E. ChrmUit, AngoM 29, 1776. 
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pleateat ships ever bnilt in America. The unwear- 
ied diligence and care of the three MaateivBuilders, 
Messrs. Hat^et, Hill and Paul, tc^ther with Mr. 
Thompson under whose inspection she was boilt, 
and the good order and indusby of the Carpenters 
deserve particular notice ; scarcely a single instance 
of a person being in liquor, or any difference amtmg 
the men in the yard during the tune of her build- 
ing, every man with pleasure exerting himself to 
ibe utmost ; and altho' the greatest care was taken 
that only the best of timber wa^ used and the work 
perform'd in a most masterly manner, the whole 
time from her raising to the day she launched did 
not exceed sixty working days, and what afftnrded 
a most pleasing view (which was manifest in the 
coontenauce of the spectators) this noble fabriok 
was oompleatly to' her andiors in the main channel 
in less than ux minutes from the time [of] the run, 
without the least hurt ; and what is truly remarka- 
ble, not a single person met with the least accident 
in launching, tho' near five hundred men were em> 
ployed in and about her when run off." ^ 

On September 21 the Marine Committee directed 
that the frigates Boston, Captain Hector MoXeill, 
fuid Raleigh, Captain Thomas Thompson, should be 
fitted ont as expeditiously as possible, and these 
vessels were ordered to cruise in Massachusetts 
Bay and to the eastward, in search of the British 

1 Nob Han^hire GateOt, Haj 35, 1T76, quoted in S. H. Gtn- 
eai. Bee,, Jaunaij, 19DT. 
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frigate Milford. October 28 these orders vera 
modified by joming with these two vesaels the 
frigate Hanooi^ and ioBtmotioiis were issued for 
Captains Manley, McNeill, and Thompson : "Yoa 
are hereby directed to act in concert and Cruize 
t(^;etiier for the following porposes and <m the fol- 
lowing stations. Your first object most be to in- 
form yourselves in the best manner possible, if any 
of the British men of war are Cruidng in the bay 
of Boston or off the Coast of MasBaehosetts, and 
all snob yon are to endeavour with yonr utmost 
force to take, sink, or destroy. Having effected tJiis 
service you are to proceed together towards Bhode 
Island and there make prize of or destroy any of 
the enemies Ships of war that may be found Cruiz- 
ing off the Harbour or Coast of Rhode Island. The 
Frizes you make are to be sent into the nearest 
Port. When yoa arrive at Bhode Island, if Com- 
modore Hopkins should not be already sfuled on 
his Southern expedition^ and the two frigates built 
in that State dtonid not be ready for the Sea, in 
that case yon are to join Commodore Hopkins and 
proceed with him on the said expedition, producing 
those orders to him to jnstify the measure. But if 
the Bhode Island frigates should be ready for the 
sea, there will be no Occasion for you or either oi 
you to go Southward. And you will then proceed, 
taking with you any Continental Vessel that may 
be at Bhode Island and ready, if Commodore Hop- 

' Sob sboTc, p. 127. 
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kins should be sailed before you oonie there, and 
proceed to Cruize against the enemies Ships & Ves- 
sels that may be found off the Coast between the 
Harbour of Newport and the Banks of Newfound- 
laud. We have no doubt from your zeal and at- 
tachment to the cause of America that yoo vill 
execute this service witli all possible dispateh and 
vigor, and so bid you heartily farewell." ' The frig- 
ate Randolph, built at Philadelphia, was put under 
the conunand of Captun Biddle and was expected 
to sail before t^e end of the year. For one reason or 
another, however, chiefly, no doubt, the difficulty 
of manning the ships and the British blockade, no 
Continental frigate got to sea in 1776.^ 

In October tbe Reprisal was placed at the dis- 
posal of the Conunittee of Secret Correepondenoe 
of CcmgresB and Uie Lexington, Andrew Doria, and 
Sachem were put under theorders of the Secret Com- 
mittee ; these were two distinct conumttees. These 
vessels, in addition to oUier duties, carried impor- 
tant dispatches. The Reprisal was ordered to take 
Franklin, who had been appointed a commiseionar 
to France, to his post ; and afterwards to cmise in 
the Fnglisb ChanneL She sailed about the Ist of 
November and anchored in Quiberon Bay a month 
later ; two small prizes were taken during the voy- 
age. Franklin went ashore at Auray, and made tbe 

> Mar. Com. Litter Boot, 39. 

*^m. JtiA., V, ii, 428, 1200, ui, 826, 827, 11S8, 12M, 1332, 
1484; 3far.C<Hn.£<K(r£»i£,21,22,23,24(Seplemb«r21,1776). 
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best of his way to Paris, where he arriyed Decem- 
ber 22.< 

The Lexington, Captain William Halloch, went 
to the West Indies in the service of the Secret 
Committee of Congress and on her wa; back from 
Cape Franfois, in December, was oaptnied off the 
Delaware capes by the British frigate Pearl. About 
this time there were six British ships in iias vicimty 
or stationed in the bay, which at the end of the 
year was closely blockaded. A lieatenant and a 
small prize crew were put on the Lexington and 
seventy of her own orew were left on board. The 
same evening these prisoners recaptured the ship 
and, though without officers to direct them, took 
her safe into port.' 

Under orders dated October IT, 1776, the An- 
drew Doria, Captun Isaiah Robinson, sailed for 
the Dutch island of St. £ustatius for a cargo of 
military supplies. Upon arriving at that place and 
anchoring in the roads, November 16, the Andrew 
Doria fired a salute of eleven guns, which was re- 
tomed by the fort with two guns less, as for a 
merchantman. This has been called the first salute 
given the American &ag in a foreign port, but 
about three weeks before this an Americas schooner 

^Mar. Con. Later Book, 31, 3G (October 17, 16, 177S); Pig>. 
CottL Omgr., 87, 75, SS, 9S (Ootober 24, 1776} j Am. Jrck., V, ii, 
1092, 1116, 1197-1100, 1211-1213, 1216, iU, 1197. 

'Am. Arck, V, iii, 1484, 1486; Mag. Ama. HiMt., Manh, 1878, 
Durative of Lienteniuit Hattlwwmui; Port Foiio, Jdim, 1814, 
DHDioii of Commodore Dale. 
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bad Iiad her ooLors sainted at tlie Danish island of 
St. Croix. In response to a British compUint the 
salute to the Andrew Doria was disavowed hy the 
Datoh government and the governor of St. Eosta- 
tins was recalled. The Andrew Doria, having taken 
on the stores for which she was sent, sailed for 
Philadelphia. On the return voyage, near Porto 
Bioo, she captured the British twelv&f;nn sloop ot 
war Racehorse after an engagement of two hoars. 
A few days later another prize was taken, but was 
recaptured. The Andrew Doria and Racehorse ar- 
rived safely in port.^ 

iBonwjr, 47-61; Amer. Hut £«>., Tiii { J11I7, 1908), 801-696 { 
N. S. Mag., JdIj, 1893 ; Mar. Cam. LtUtr Book, U j Ptp. Cotri. 
Congr., », 178 (Hatolk 38, 1177). 
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CHAPTEB VI 

LA£B CHAMPLAIN, 11TS 

Is the days when the frontier serering Canada from 
Kew England and New York was a wilderness, the 
only easy aveme of commonioatioD was by way of 
Lake Champlain and the Richelieu RiTer. With 
the exception of a few miles of rapids in the river, 
the whole distance from the St. Lawrence to the 
head of I^he Champlun was navigable, and as the 
shores were rough and densely wooded, the only 
practicable route was by water. This natural gate- 
way was therefore of great military importance, and 
a struggle for its possession has marked every war 
involving Canada and the colonies or states to the 
south. 

Even before tiie outbreak of hostilities in April, 
17T5, it was understood tiiat the British had planned 
to get control of Ijake Champlain and Lake G^rge 
and the Hudson Birer, so as (o separate New Eng- 
land from the other colonies.^ In antidpation of 
this, Tioonder(^ was taken by the Americans under 
Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold, May 10, and 
Crown Point two days later. A Bohooner had been 
impressed at Skenesborough (Whitehall) at the 

1 Matt. Bitt Boe. Proe., lil (April, 1ST2), 221 (letter <d Snnael 
AtUuns, Novembei IS, 1T7G). 
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extreme head of Lake Cfaamplain, and in her Arnold 
proceeded with fifty men, May 14, to St. John's 
on the Bichelieu, at the head of the rapids. This 
pUoe was taken on Uie 18th. Having found there 
nine bateanx, Arnold destroyed five of them and 
brought awaytlieotber four, together with a seventy- 
ton sloop. He then returned up the lake to Crown 
Point' The Amerioans now had full control of the 
lake. All naval enterprises on these inland waters 
were carried on by the army, which was under the 
oonunand of General Schuyler. 

The British entered upon the construction of two 
vessels at St. John's in the summer of 1776, but 
this place was agun taken by the Americans under 
General Montgomery in November. Monl^omery 
then b^an hb progress through Canada, which 
ended with his death at Quebec on December 81. 
Meanwhile Arnold, having accomplished his remark- 
able and arduous winter march through the wilds 
of Maine, shared in the nnsuceessful assault of 
Montgomery on Quebec. He e^nt the winter before 
that stronghold, bo[ang to gun possesaion of it in 
the spring ; but upon the arrival of a British fleet 
in the St Lawrence in May, 1776, the Americans 
were obliged to fall back up tfae river and evacuate 
Canada, finally withdrawing from St. John's to Isle 
aax Noix Jane 18. The retreat from Sorel was 
oonductod in an orderly manner and with trifiing 
loss by General SulUvan, all the ba^age and stores 
1 Am. Ard^ 17, ii, 615, 838. 
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b^g dn^^ged up over the rapids of the Bioheliea 
in bateaux. The army was much weakened by the 
prevalenoe of smallpaz and by disability through in* 
oonlation as a protection against that disease. Gvery- 
thing that oould have been of valae to the enemy 
at Chambly and St. John's was destn^ed. General 
Schuyler wrote to SnlliTan, June 26 : **Pau)fal as 
the evacuation of Canada is to me, yet a retreat 
without loss greatly alleviates that pain, not only 
because it reflects honour upon you, but that I ha^ 
now a confidant hope, that by lecniitiug your Axtay 
and keeping up a naval superiority on the Lake, we 
shall be able to prevent the enemy from penetrating 
into the inhabited parts of these Colonies." ' Arnold, 
who had left Montreal June 15 and joined Sullivan 
at St. Ji^m's, advised building twenty or thirty 
gondolas, tow-galleys, and floating batteries for the 
defense of the lake, and Cor this purpose believed 
that three hundred ship carpenters would be needed. 
Gondolas were flat-bottomed boats, difBcnlt to handle, 
while galleys were latger and probably had keels ; 
oars and sails were employed in both.^ 

Meanwhile American naval interests on the late 
had not been wholly neglected. During the preced- 
ing twelve mimtlis some construction had been 
undertaken and differait officers had been from time 
to time in command of the vessels in service. The 
last of these ofSoers to be appointed commodore <^ 

1 Am. An*., IV, vi, 1107. 

» Ibid., iii, M6, 738, 1208, 1342-13«, 189E-13M, ri, 1101-1108. 
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the little fieet was Captain Jacobus Wynooop, wbo 
received his orders from General Schuyler in May, 
1776. After the rdtnm of tlie army from Canada 
in Jmie, ship-bnildiDg at Skenesborongh was pnshed 
with vigor, ui^ed on by the restless energy of Arnold, 
who had had some nantical erperienoe and who in 
August was put in command. He wished to build 
at least one powerful frigate, but that was beyond 
the resources at his disposal. This activity of the 
Americans compelled the British also, as soon as 
they had recovered possession of St. John's, to be- 
g^ the construction of a fleet. A ship and two 
schooners were taken apart, transported over and 
around the rapids, and rebmlt at St. John's. Besides 
these large veaeels the British had thirty loug-boats 
from tiie sqnadron in the St. Lawrence, many flat- 
bottomed boats, a heavily armed radeau, a gpndols 
weighing thirty tons which had been left by the 
Americana at Quebec, and more than four hundred 
bateanz for the transportation of troops and supplies. 
According to Captain Douglas, commanding the 
British squadron in the St. Lawrence, this force 
included *' above thirty fighting vessels of different 
sorts and sizes." In this contest of ship-building 
daring the summer of 1776 the British had a great 
advantage. Their fleet of men-of-war and transports 
in the St. Lawrence furnished them with an abund- 
ant force of ship carpenters and other artisans, as 
well as regular naval crews for the vessels when 
finished. It was with the greatest difficulty that 
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the Americans procared a sofficient number of 
mechanicB to build the fleet with which they were 
later obliged to meet the greatly snperior force which 
the British brought against them. The demand for 
carpenters in the seaport towns for work upon public 
and private naval craft was far beyond the supply.^ 
On August 7, Crenetal Gates issued instructioiis 
to Arnold to take the fleet as far as Split Rock or 
to, but not beyond, Isle anx TStes, and there make 
a stand against the enemy ; bnt if the British had 
a decidedly superior force, Arnold was to fall bai^ 
to l^oondeioga. Ten days later, the fleet being at 
Crown Point, an advance of the British was re- 
ported. At this time Wynooop, who oommanded 
the schooner Soyal Savage, claimed also to be still 
in command of the fleet, l^e conflicting orders of 
Arnold and Wyncoop on the occasion of this sup- 
posed advance of the British naturally caused con- 
fusion. Qatee ordered Wynooop to be put under 
arrest and sent back to Ticonderoga and thence 
forth Arnold's authori^ was undisputed. The fleet 
left Crown Point August 24, went into Willsbor- 
ongb September 1, having encountered a severe 
storm, and on the 18th was at Isle la Motte. Arnold 
then wrote to Gates: " I intend flrst fair wind to 
come up as high as Isle Valcour, where is a good 
harbour and where we shall have the advantage of 
attacking the enemy in the open Lake, where the 

> Am. Ani., IV, iU, 4, 11-14, 40, y, 437, 1307, 1460, 1464, 16H, 
V, i, 663, 60S, 744-746, 747, 797, 037, 960, 1277, ii, 1178, 117ft 
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row-gallflTs, as their motion is qnick, will give os a 
great advantage over the enemy; and if they are 
too many for ns, we can retira." * Arnold appears, 
however, to have remained in the vicinity of Isle 
]a Motte imtil September 28. The American fleet 
then retreated op the lake to the strait between 
Valconr Island and the New York shore. This lo- 
cality, which had previonaly been surveyed, afforded 
an ezoellent and sedlnded anchorage in a cove on 
the west side of the island, almost concealed by trees 
from vessels passing op the lake in the channel to 
the east of Yaloonr. October 1, Arnold received in- 
telligence that the British were nearly ready to ad- 
vance from St. John's, and th^ movement began 
on the 4th.> 

The two fleets were now ready for the conflict, 
and a statement of their comparative strength at 
the time may be made. The American force under 
Brigadier-General Benedict Arnold consisted of the 
aloop Enterprise, Captain Dickenson, carrying 
twelve four-pounders, ten swivels, and fifty men; 
the schooners Royal Savage, Captain Hawley, with 
four siz-ponndere and eight fours, ten awivels, and 
fifty men, and Bevenge, Captain Seaman, with four 
fouivpounders and four twos, ten swivels, and thirty- 
five men ; the gondolas \ew Haven, Providence, 
Boston, Spitfire, Philadelphia, Connecticut, Jetsey, 

1 A«i. Ar^A., V, u, 481. 

* iUd.,1,826, 1003, 1008, 1051, 1000, 1128, 1185-1187,1201, 
1206, 1267, ii, 185, 180, 481, 834, 885. 
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and New York, eaoli carrying one tirelr&-poimder 
and two nines, eight swivela, and forty-five men ; and 
the galleys Lee with one twelvfr^under, one nine, 
and four fours, Trumbull with one eighteen-ponnd- 
er, one twelve, two nines, and four sixes, Congress 
with two twelve -pounders, two eights, and four 
sixes, and Washington with one eighteen-pounder, 
one twelve, two nines, and four fours, the galleys 
altogethra carrying alao fifty-eight swivels and 
three hundred and twenty-nx men. The Amer- 
ican force on the lake likewise included a schooner, 
the Liberty, and a galley called the Gates, but these 
two vessels took no part in subsequent events. The 
opposing fleet was commanded by Captain Thomas 
Frii^le of the British navy, who had with him on 
his fl^;ship QeneralCarleton, oommanding the army. 
The force consisted <^ the ship Inflexible, mounting 
eighteen twelve-pounders ; the schooners Maria with 
fourteen six-pounders and Carleton with twelve 
sixes; the radeau Thunderer with six twenty-four- 
pounders, six twelves, and two howitzers; the gon- 
dola L<^al Convert, seven nine-pounders ; twenty 
gunboats, each witii one twenty-four-pounder or a 
nine and some of them with howitzers ; four long- 
boats armed with one carriage gun each ; and twenty- 
four long-boats loaded with provisions and stores. 
The American fleet of fifteen vessels therefore 
mounted eightf-six guns, throwing a total weight 
of metal of six hundred and five pounds, and a hun- 
dred and fifty-two swivels, while the feitish had 
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abont the same number of gnus, but mncb heavier 
ones, dischargmg a total weight of over a thonsand 
pounds. The superiority of heavy guns to light ones 
is madi greater than in proportion to the difference 
in weight of projectile, one twely&^ounder being far 
more effeodre than two sixes. The Inflexible alone 
was a match for a good part o£ the American fleet; 
but OD the other hand, the powerfnl battery of the 
l^undezer was in great meaanre nedess beoaose of 
her slowness and dumsineu. As to men, the full 
complement of the American fleet was eight hun- 
dred and twenty-one, but the nnmber actually en- 
gaged was doubtless much smaller, as only five hun- 
dred had been obtained by October 1 ; there may 
have been abont seven hundred at the time of the 
battle, and those in latge part at least of poor qual- 
ity, for Arnold bad to take what he could get ; their 
conduct in the bathes that followed, however, could 
not have been better. The British fleet was manned 
by six hundred and ninety-seven officers and men 
from the regular navy. Arnold hoisted his flag on 
the galley Congress, and the second in conunand. 
General David Waterboiy, on the galley Washing, 
ton. Fringle and Carleton were both on the schooner 
Maria.* 

The British fleet anchored daring the ni^ of 

October 10 between Grand and Long Islands and 

got under way the next morning with a northeast 

wind. It was seen at eight o'clock by the Americans 

» An. JreJL, V, i, 1123, 1201, ui, 834, 1017, 1080, 1170. 
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off Cumberland Head. Waterbary promptly went 
on board tbe CongiesB to consult with Arnold, to 
whom he expressed the *' opinion that the fleet 
ought immediately to come to sail and fight them 
on a retreat in main Lake, as tb^ were so much 
superiour to us in number and strength, and we 
being in such a disadvantageous harbour to figbt a 
nnmber so much superionr and the en^ay being 
able with their small boats to guironnd ns on every 
side, as I knew they eonld, we lyii^ between an 
island and the main. But General Arnold was of 
the opinion that it was best to draw the fleet in a 
line where we lay, in the bay of Valcour. The fleet 
very soon came up with us and surrounded us, when 
a very hot engagement ensued." ^ 

Through neglecting to reconnoitre, tbe British 
did not discover the American fleet until they had 
passed Valcour Island, and it was then necessary to 
attack from tbe leeward, at a disadvantage. Arnold, 
in his report of October 12 to General Crates, says 
that when the British were first seen on the morn- 
ing of the lltb, "we immediately prepar'd to re- 
ceive theto, the gallies and Boyal Savage were or- 
dered under way, the rest of our fleet lay at anchor. 
At Eleven O 'Clock [the enemy] ran under tbe lee 
of Valcour & began the attack. The sobooner 
[Boyal Savage] by some bad management fell to 
lee-ward and was first attack'd, one of her masts 
was wounded & her rigging shot away ; the Captain 
* Am. ArA^ V, ii, 1224. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



no NAVAL HISTOBT OP THE BEVOLtrnON 
thoaght prodent to ran h«t on the point ctf Valconi^ 
where all the men were saved. ... At half past 
twelve the engagement became general & veiy wann. 
Some of the enemy's ships & all their Grondolas 
beat & row'd up within mnsket shot of us. . . . 
The Enemy landed a laige nnmber of Indians <hi 
the Island & each shore, who kept an incessant fire 
on us, bat did little damage ; the Enemy had to ap- 
pearance upwards ol one thousand men in battesns 
prepared for boarding. We suffered mach for want 
of Seamen and gunners ; I was ob%ed myself to 
point most of the guns on board the Congress, which 
I believe did good execution." The enemy " contin- 
ued a very hot fire with round & Grape Shot until 
five O Clock when they thought proper to retire to 
about six or seven hundred yards distance & con- 
tinued [their firej until dark."* Arnold's decision 
to hold bis ground and fight was wise ; retreat would 
have been demoralizing and disastrous. 

Captain Fringle's report, dated October 16, says : 
" Upon the 11th I oame up with the rebel fleet com- 
manded by Benedict Arnold. They were at anchor 
onder the island of Valicour and formed a strong 
line extending from the island to the west side of 
the continent. The wind was so unfavorable that 
for a considerable time nothing could be brought 
into action with them but the gun boats ; the Carle- 
ton schooner, commanded by Mr. Pacres, by much 
perseverance at last got to their assistance, but as 

1 Piip. CoiU. Congr., 1B2, 3, 168; Am. ArcL. V, ii, 103& 
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none of the other yessels of the fleet oonld then get 
up, I did Dot think it hy any means adviaeable to 
oontinae lo partial and unequal a combat. Conse- 
quently, with ^M aj^wobation of his excellency gen- 
eral Carleton, who did me the hcmonr of being on 
board the Maria, I called off the Carleton and gun 
boats and brought the whole fleet to anchor in a 
line as near as possible to the rebels, that their re- 
treat might be cut off." ^ 

Of the Ammoan losses Arnold says : " The Con- 
gress and Washington have suffered a;reatly ; the 
latter lost her first Lieutenant killed, Captain and 
Master wounded. . . . The Congress reciev'd seven 
shot between wind and water, was hull'd a dozen 
times, had her main mast wounded in two places, & 
her yard in one ; the Washington was hull'd a num. 
bear of times, her main mast shot through & must 
have a new one. Both vessels are very leaky and 
want repairing. . . . The New York lost all her 
officers except her Captain. The Philada. was hnll'd 
in so many places that she sunk about one hour 
after the engagement was over. The whole kiU'd & 
wounded amounted to about sixly." After dark the 
British set fire to the Boyal Savage, fearing that 
the Americans would again take possession of her 
and float her ; she soon blew up. In concluding his 
report Arnold says : '* I cannot in justice to the 

' Iumdm Chnmidt, NoTBrnbor 28, 1776 ; Am. Arch., V, H, 
1069; Almim, It, 86. For raporti of DongU* ud CarlstMi, MS 
Aid., 84. 
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<dBoen in the fleet omit menldonmg their sjnrited 
conduct during the action."^ 

After the battle was over it was evident that 
the American fleet could not endure another day's 
contest onder such disadvantages. "On oonsolt- 
ing with General Waterbuiy & Cplo. Wiggles< 
worth," says Arnold, ** it was thought prudent to 
return to Crown point, every vessel's ammuniticm 
being nearly three fonrflis spent & the Enemy 
greatly superior to ns in Ships and men. At 7 
OCloek C(^ Wi^esworth in the Tmmbnll got 
under way, the 0<mdolaB and small vessels followed, 
& the Congress and Washington brought up the 
rear ; the Enemy did not attempt to molest ns."' 
Waterbnry says that a council waa held, "to 
secure a retreat through their fleet to get to Crown 
Point, which was done with so much secrecy that 
we went through them entirely andiscovered."' 
It is remarkable that thirteen American vessels 
dionld have been able to pass through the British 
fleet without detection. Fringle merely says that 
his purpose to out off their retreat was " frustrated 
by the extreme obsonrity <^ the night, and in the 
morning the rebels had got a considerable distance 

> P^. Cant. Cmgr., ISS, S, 163. On ths vliole ompugn, im 
DawwD'i BaOltt of tht Uniud Blaltt, oh. liU, with offlcUl Mpnrta 
and man J nfettnoea ; Haban'i aooonnt In CIouw*, iii, 864.870, and 
in Ba-ilni»r'$ Mag., Fe1}rtia<7, 1898 ; A<mer. Hitt. Bteard, Oetobar, 
Norember, 1S74 ; ColL Com. Hut. 8oe^ *U (1699), I39-201. 

* Piip. Cant. Conip-., 1S8, 8, lOS. 

» Am. Arch., V, ii, 1224. 
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bom na np the Lake." ^ It has been suggested that 
Arnold led his fleet aiound the north end of Val* 
oour and so avoided the British fleet.' 

The Americans retreated south up the lake, and 
early in the morning, October 12, reached Schuyler's 
Island, ten miles from Valconr, If ere Arnold wrote 
his report to Creneral Gates of the preceding day's 
battJe, adding: " Most of the fleet is this min- 
nte come to an anchor ; the Wind is small to the 
Southward. The Enemy's fleet is under way to Lee- 
ward and beatii^ ap. As soon as our leaks are 
stopp'd the whole fleet will make the utmost dispatch 
to Crown point, where I beg yoa will send auunu- 
nition & your farther orders for us. On the whole, 
I think we have had a reiy fortunate escape." ^ 
But it was too early to talk of escape, with the 
enemy in hot pursuit. Such repairs as were possi- 
ble were hastily made ; two of the gondolas were 
so much injured that it was necessary to abandon 
them, and they were sunk. '* We remuned no 
longer at Schuyler's Island," says Arnold in a later 
report, " than to stop our leaks and mend the suls 
of the Washii^ton. At two o'clock P.H., the 12th, 
weighed anchor with a fresh breeze to the south- 
ward. The enemy's fleet at the same time got under 

> London Claromda, November 26, 1T78. 

' Amer. EiM. Etc, No-remiei, 1874, and Mag. Amer. Bin., 
June, 1881. Tbe author, W. C Watson, presents strong though 
not vholl; oaiiTUiQmg evidenoa in tftTor of this tmv- 

* Pop. Conl. Congr., IBS, 8, 168. 
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vaj; our gondtda made Teiy little waj ahead." * 
Waterbnry saya of his Teasel, the Washington, that 
she was "so torn to pieces that it vas almost impos- 
sible to keep her above water ; my buIs was so shot 
that carrying sail split them from foot to head." " In 
the evening," oontinuea Arnold, "the wind moder- 
ated and we made such prepress that at bik o'clock 
next morning we were abont off Willsborongh^ 
twenty-eight miles from Crown Point. The enemy's 
fleet were very little way above Schuyler's Island. 
The wind breezed np to the southward, so that we 
guned very little by beating or rowing ; at the 
same time the enemy took a fresh breeze from the 
northeast, and by the time we had reached Split 
Bock, were abngeide of ns. The Washington and 
Congress were in tiie rear ; the rest of onr fleet 
were ahead, except two gondolas stink at Schayler's 
Island." 3 

Waterbury's stoiy of the retreat on the night of 
October 1 2 and the next morning gives fuller de- 
tails. " The enemy still porsned all night. I found 
next morning that they gained upon oa very fast 
and that they would very soon overtake me. The 
rert of the fleet all being much ahead of me, I sent 
my boat on board of General Arnold, to get liberty 
to pot my wounded in the boat and send them for- 
ward and mn my vessel on shore and blow her np. 
I received for answer, by no means to run her 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



LAE£ OBAMPLAIN, 1776 IIS 

ashore, bnt to pnah forward to Split Book, vbere 
he would draw the fleet in a line and eog^e them 
again ; but when I came to Split Bock, the whole 
fleet was making their escape as fast as they oonld 
and 1^ me in tiie rear to fall into the enemy's hands. 
Bat before I stouok to them, the ship of eighteen 
twfllve-potmders [Inflexible] and a sohooner of 
fonrteen six-pomiders [Maria] bad surrounded me, 
which obliged me to strike, and I tboaght it pradent 
to surrender myself prisoner of war." ^ 

Arnold's narratire of the running fight continaes : 
<■ The Washington galley was in such a shattered 
condition and bad so many men killed and wonnded, 
she struck to the enemy after receiving a few 
broadsides. We were then attacked in the Coi^^ress 
galley bj a ship mounting eighteen twelve-pounders, 
a schooner of fourteen sizes and one of twelve mzes, 
two under oar stem and one on our broadsides, 
within musket shot. They kept up an incessant fire 
on us for about five glasses with round and grape 
diot, which we returned as briskly. The suls, rig- 
ging and hull of the Congress were shattered and 
t»xm in pieces, the First Lieutenant and three men 
killed, when to prevent her falling into the enemy's 
hands, who had seven sail around me, I ran her 
ashore in a small creek ten miles from Crown Point, 
on the east side ; when, after saving our small arms, 
I set her on fire with four gondolas, with whose 
crews I reached Crown Point through the woods 
' Am. Arck., V, ii, 1224 
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that eremng and very luckily escaped tlia savages 
vho waylaid the road in two hours after we passed."^ 
Fringle'B report says: "Upon the 18th I again 
saw 11 sail of their fleet TnnVing ofF to Crown 
Point, who, after a ehace of seven hours, I came 
up with in the Maria, having the Carieton and In- 
flexible a small distance astern ; the rest of the 
fleet almost out of sight. The action began at twelve 
o'clock and lasted two hours, at which time Arnold 
in the G)ngres8 galley and five gondolas ran on 
shore and were directly abandoned and blown up 
by the enemy, a dronmstance they were gready 
favoured in by the wind being off sbore and the 
narrowness of the lake." * The British loss in killed 
and wounded was about forty. A letter from Albany, 
dated October 17, says that the second engagement 
was fought " most of the time in musket shot, very 
warm and sharp, in which our men conducted with 
inimitable spirit and bravery, but were obliged to 
submit to superior strength. In this af^iir our fleet 
is almost totally ruined ; only one galley escaped, 
with sloop Enterprise and two small schooners^ and 
one gondola; the rest all taken, burnt and de- 
stroyed." The Washington " is the only Teasel that 
the enemy possessed themselves of. CoL Wi^lea- 
worth in the Trumbull galley is arrived at Ticonder- 
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oga." ^ Arnold conoludeB hie story of this series of 
disasters by reeoonting that at four o'clock in the 
momii^ of October 14 he reached Ticonderoga 
"exceedingly fatigued and unwell, having been 
without sleep or refreshment for near three days. Of 
our whole fleet we have saved <»ily two galleys, two 
small schooners, one gondola and one sloop. Qea- 
«r&l Waterbury with fme hundred and ten pristmers 
were retained [on parole] by Carleton last n^ht. 
On board of the Congress we bad twenty odd men 
tilled and wounded. Our wh(de loss amounts to 
eighty odd. The enemy's fleet vete last night three 
miles below Crown Point ; tiieir army is doubtless 
at their heels."* An early attack on Ticonderoga 
was expected. 

Captain Douglas at Quebec, when he learned of the 
Britash victoiy, wrote to the Admiralty : "The ship 
Inflexible with the Maria and Carleton schooners, 
all reeonstmctions, did the whole of the second 
day's buEuness, the flat-bottomed rideau called the 
Thunderer and tiie gondola called the Loyal Con- 
vert, with die gunboats, not having been able to keep 
up with them."" The British ship and schooners, 
armed with eighteen twelve-pounders and twenty- 
six sixes, bad the Americans at their mercy, es- 
pecially in the running fight of the 13th. The clumsy 
gondolas were practically useless and the galleys 
not much better. 

> BatUm GaztUt, October 28, 1776. • Am. JriA., V, ii, 1080. 
■ JbiJ., 1178. For CMleton'a raport, ••« IHd., lOW. 
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Ezra Green, a surgeon in tbe American army 
wrote from Tioonderoga, October SO, to a friend, 
pving a brief account of the battles aa the lake and 
(^ subsequent events. He says the American pria- 
(mers, after their release on parole, reported that 
they had been " treated very kindly by the Indians 
as well as by the King's troops who were at the 
time at Crown Point within 15 miles of this place, 
where they have been ever since the destroctiou of 
our Eleet. We hare lately been alarm'd several 
tames. On Monday morning last there was a proper 
alarm occasioned by a number of the enemies boats 
which bore in si^t, and a report from a scouting 
par^ that the Enemy were moving on ; where the 
fleet is now I can't learn, or what is the reason 
they don't come on I can't conceive. 'T is thought 
they are 10 or 12 thousand strong, including Cana- 
dians and Indians. We are in a much better situa- 
tion now than we were fourteen days ago and the 
militia are continually coming in. Our sick are re- 
covering and it is thought we are as ready for them 
now as ever we shall be. There has been a vast 
deal of work done since the fight and we think our- 
selves in so good a position that we diall be disap- 
pointed if they don't attack us. However, I believe 
they wait for nothing but a fair wind." ' 

By the time the British had taken Crown F<Mnt 
the season was far advanced. This fact and the 
e of a formidable American force deterred 
' Diam of Etra Ortta, G, 6. 
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them from at once attempting the captnre of Hcoa- 
deroga. They withdrew to Canada for the winter, 
and their porpoae of occapyiiig the valley of the 
Hndaon and separating New England from the 
other states was pnt off. They returned the next 
year under General Burgoyne, bat the opportunity 
had passed. Howe had gone to Philadelphia and 
Burgoyne, unsupported from the south, was forced 
to surrender his army at Sarati^. The French 
alliance followed as a direct oonsequenoe. The 
American naval supremacy on Lake Champlain in 
the snnmier of 17T6 had compelled the Britash to 
spend precious time in building a fleet strong 
enough to overcome it. The American defeat which 
followed was a victory. The obstmction to the Brit- 
ish advance and a year's delay saved the American 
cause from almost certain ruin. It thus came about 
tiirough a singular instance of the irony of fate, not 
altogether pleasant to contemplate, that we owe the 
salvation of our country at a critical juncture to one 
of the blackest traitors in history. 

The end of the year 1776 found the War for Li* 
dependence well advanced and a fair share of the 
strife had fallen upon the sea forces of the Kevolo- 
tioniats. A comparatively few small vessels, mostly 
converted merchantmen, under Continental and state 
auth(nri^, supplemented by privateers, bad done the 
enemy a good deal of injury. It would be difficult 
to make even an approximate estimate of the nam- 
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ber of American privateers at this period. Thirty- 
four were oommisBioned hy the Contaoental Con- 
gress in 1776 ; probably a mach larger number by 
the various states, as Continental letters of marque 
do not seem to have come into common use at this 
early dat«.^ 

In 1776 the British navy appears to have had 
somewhat more than a hundred vesBels in active serv- 
ioe manned by twenty-eight thonsand seamen and 
marines. Aocordii^ to the returns of Admiral Shuld- 
ham the fleet on the Korth American station com- 
prised forty-three vessels of all classes in March and 
fifty-four in July. Probably forty of these were su- 
perior to the best ships an the American ude in that 
year. In September, Admiral Howe reported a total 
of seventy vessela on the station. Id November, ao- 
oording to a letter from London, " the Marine Force 
of fingland now in America consists of two shipt 
of the line, ten fifties, and seventy-one frigates 
and armed vessels, amounting in the whole to 
eighty-three ^ips and veesels of war and 15000 
seamen." ' 

The British attempted to meet the difBculties 
encountered in manning their ships by impresring 
Americans that fell into their hands or by inducing 
them to enlist. Their crews were thereby made np 

1 Navai Btetrdt of tJis Amenca* Bewlmion (oile&du'), 217- 
496. 

1 Bwton OraeUt, Fsbntair 84, 1777 ; Brit. Ada. Bee., A. D. 
48i, UcToh 22, Jnlj 6, 1778, A. D. 487, JdIt 28, September IS, 
1770 ; Am. AtA., V, i, 183, ii, 1318 ; Schombers, it, 818-S21. 
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in part of onreliable material which required close 
vatching. The disadvantages of this state of things 
. appear in a letter of Shuldham to the Admiralty call> 
ing their attention to the manj supemomeraries in 
the ships' companies. He says : *' I must beg they 
vill please to observe that these being composed of 
Men taken ont of the Rebel Vessels, no confidence 
can be placed in them, and altboogh the Captains 
of His Majesty's Ships under my Command have 
all of them more or lees entered Americans to fill 
up their Complements and are now by the Law em- 
powered to do so with regaid to Men taken in fo- 
tore, yet it deserves to be seriously considered that 
if, by a constant diminution of the British Seamen 
upon this Service, this measure was carried to ex* 
cess witbont any Supply from h<Hne to be distrib- 
uted among the Fleet, the consequence may be 
very alarming; their Lordships will therefore see 
the necessity there b of my keeping oompleat the 
parties of Marines belonging to the different 
SHps."» 

From March 10, 1TT6, to the end of the year the 
Kitish took a hundred and forty American vessels 
and recaptured twenty-six, said to be mostly small 
trading vessels. American croisera made three linn- 
dred and forty-two captures from the British, of 
which for^-fonr were recaptured, eighteen released, 
and five burned at sea, and the rest brought into 
port. The Cotttinental navy alone made over sixty 
> BrU. Mm. Bcc, A. D. 48*, April 26, 1776. 
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captures.^ Besides the loss ioflicted npoD oommeroe, 
troops and valuable miHtaiy stores had been inter- 
cepted, tbe etaooation of Boston had been hastened, 
and, most important of all, the British advance &oni 
Canada had been checked. 

The outlook for the next year was foil of prom- 
ise and encoangement for the Americans. Besides 
the smaller vessels of the Continental navy, which 
had already done good service, it was eiqieoted that 
thirteen fine new frigates woold soon be in oonmiis> 
non. Experience and bwrnng were b^inning to 
tell in greats efficiency, and several of tbe captains 
showed signs of a capacity for developing superior 
military and naval qualities. October 10, 1776, 
Coi^resB revised the navy list and estaUfahed the 
relative rank of twenty-four captains. This difficult 
and delicate task, though doubtless influenced to some 
extent by political and personal considerations, was 
probably done with as mnch wisdcnn and justice as 
conld have been expected with the knowledge ot, 
conditions possessed by Congress at the time. The 
arrangement caused dissatisfaction, however, on the 
part of some officers, especially John Fan] Jcmes, 
who as eighteenth on the list felt that, having been 
the senior lieutenant, he should have stood much 
hi^erupcm promotion. Some months later he wrote 
to Robert Morris regarding the qualifications of 

t London Clir<ymdt,iS»j 15, irni Am. Ank.,V,iii,lS2S-lBS0; 
Jlmon, n, 312, t, 10»-10T ; NeaMt't SUttidiail Binary 0/ U. 8. 
lTaBf,a,2i,2Sii CA>ise>,iH,S9e,ffiTiBg(m>lI«rfigtuw. ProUUr 
•U the Hit* ftn Inoompltte. 
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otBcers : " I eaonot bat lament that so little deli- 
oacy hsth been Observed in the Appointment and 
Promotion of Officers in the Sea Serrioe, many of 
whom are not only giossly illiterate, but want even 
the Capacity of eommanding Merchant Vessells. I 
was lately on a Court Martial where a Captain of 
Marines made his Mark and where the President 
could not read the Oath which he attempted to ad- 
minister, without Spelling and making blnndera. 
As the Sea Officers are so subject to be seen by for> 
eigners, what conclusions most they draw of Amer- 
icans in general from Characteni so Knde & Con- 
tracted. In my Jndgem^it the Abilities of Sea 
Officers ought to he as far Superior to the abilities 
of officers in the Army as the nature of a Sea Serv- 
ice is more complicated and admits of a greater 
number of Cases than can possibly happen on the 
Land ; therefore the discipline by Sea ought to be 
the more perfect and r^;ular, were it compatible 
with short Enlisbnents."^ 

The last important naval legislation of the year 
1T76 was passed November 20, when the Contin- 
ental Congress resolved to bnitd three ships of sev- 
enty-four guns each, five frigates of thirty-six guns, 
an eighteen-gun brig, and a packet boat. Only four 
of these vessels were completed, and those under 
modiflcationB of the act generally reducing their 
mze.' These four were the ship of the line America 

> Jcnf MBS., July 28, 1777. Sm Sandi, SO-aS, 301-8ia 
* Jour. Com. Congr., NoTembar 20, 1770, Jolj 3C, ITTT. 
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of sevent^-foiir gnus, the frigate Allianoe, and two 
BloopB of war^ the Chitetal Gates and the Saratoga. 
Only the last three ever serred in the Continental 
navy. 
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NATAL Or£BATI(»re IN 1TT7 

OwiNa to ntriouB causes the thirteen frigates pro- 
vided for by Congress in 1775 were moeh delayed 
in fitting out and going into commission, and some 
of them never got to sea. The Warren and Provi- 
dence vere perhaps the first to be completed, bat 
the difficult of manning them and the ooeupation 
(rf Newport and the bwer bay t^ the British kept 
them in port. Commodore Hopkins hoisted his pen- 
nant on the Waneu early in December, 1776, per- 
haps before, and anchored her in the Providence 
Itiver. He had with him also the frigate Providence, 
the ship Colnmbos, the brig Hampden, and the 
sloop Providence. January 2, 1777, Hopkins, hav- 
ing been informed that the British frigate Dianumd 
was aground near Warwick Neck below the mouth 
of the river, went down to the vicinity in the sloop 
Providence. The Diamond manned to get off dur- 
ing t^e night ; for allowing her to escape Hopkins 
was mnch criticized. Writing, March 18, to Wil- 
liam EUety, th# commodore says in self-defense that 
as it was blowing very hard it was thought best not 
to try to get the frigates down the river. Whrai he 
arrived on the some in the Providence he " found 
the Diamond ashore on a shoal which runs off S. W. 
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from Patience, about half a mile from that iBland 
and a little more S. E. from Warwick Neck, and as 
there is about eleven leet of water on timt shoal at 
low watec and not a very hard bottom and the tide 
about hal£ down, she did not careen. There iaj 
about one mile and a half " away " a fifty gun ship 
with h^ top-sails loose and her anchor apeak, who, 
as the wind was, could have fetch'd within pistol 
shot of the Diamond, bat the wind blowing bo hard 
was I think the reason of her not coming to sul. 
The truth is the ships could not have got down, and 
if the wind had not blow'd so hard and they could, 
it would not in my judgment hare been prudent, 
neither should I hare ordered them down, as the 
enemy's ships could have come to sail with any wind 
that our ships could and a great deal better, as they 
lay in a wide channel and we in a narrow and very 
erooked one. ... I went ashore at Warwick and 
saw Colonel Bowen, who told me he had sent for 
two e^hteen pounders, and in less than half an 
hour they came. I went on board the sloop and we 
dropp'd down under the ship's stem a litde more 
than musket shott off, it being then a little after sun 
sett. We fired a number of shott, which she re- 
turned from her stem chaoers. The ship careen*d 
at dusk about as much as she would Jiave done had 
she been under saiL After they had fired about 
twenty-six shott from the shore, they ceased and 
soon i^ter hail'd the sloop and said they wanted to 
speak with me. I went ashore and was informed 
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they were out of ammunition. I ofier'd tiiem powder 
and stuff for wads, but we had no shott that would 
do. They sent to Providence for powder and shott 
and I went on board the sloop and sent some jnnk 
ashore for wads. Soon after they hiul'd agwn from 
the shore and I went to see what they wanted and 
gave Capt. Whipple orders not to fire mnoh more, 
as I thought it would do but little execution, it being 
night and could not take good aim with the guns. 
When I got on shore, the ofBeer that oonmianded 
there desir'd I would let tfaem have some bread out 
of the sloop, which I sent Uie boat off for, but the 
people not mahing the boat well fast, while they 
were getting the bread she drifted away and I conH 
not get aboard ^ain. The ship by lightening got 
off about 2 o'clock the same night, and on the 
whole, as the ship was on a shoal almost under cover 
of a 50 gun ship and got off again before it was 
possible to have done anything with our frigates, I 
thought it of no moment." ^ Another ship took the 
Diamond's station and soon after this an abortive 
attempt was made to destroy her wiA a fireship.^ 
Commodore Parker, commanding the British Seet 
at Newport, wrote to the Admiralty, January T : 
"The Continental Fleet is in Providence River, 
beyond our leach at present." ' 

Hopkins was ordered by the Marine Committee, 

> B. I. Hilt. Mag., October, 1886; Si>piin$, 167-177. 

' B. I. Hilt. Mas., January, 1886, jonmal of lieatenant Treyett 

■ BTit.Adt>i.Ii<«:.,A.D.4S6. 8aeBl«iJ4id.,DB<»robBrll,lT76. 
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Juiuary 21, to get the Warren and ProvideDoe to 
sea as soon as possible, to cnruse from Rhode Island 
to Vir^ia. Bat the commodore's active sea serrioe 
in the nary had already come to an end. As the 
result of a petition signed by some of the Warren's 
officers and of the Marine Committee's examination 
of one of them. Captain John Qrannis of the ma- 
tinee, Congress resolved, March 26, that " Esek 
Hopkins be immediately and he is hereby snqiended 
from his oommaod in the American Navy." After 
passing the remainder of tiie year tmder sospensitm, 
the commodore waa formally dismissed from the 
service Januaiy 2, 1778. April 4, 1777, Captains 
John B. Hopkins, Abraham Whipple, and Dudley 
Saltottstall were instructed to make every effort to 
get to sea vith tiie frigates Warren, Providence, 
and Tmmbull, in search of British transports and 
merchantmen ; but these vessels were doomed to idle 
away the entire year in tiieir native rivers-^ 

The plans of the Marine Cconmittee for preying 
npon Brituh commerce and the movements of 
American armed vessels in general might have been 
effectually hindered if the British commanders had 
adopted Uie sn^estions offered to General Howe 
by Lord Creoi^ Germain, who wrote March 8, 
1777, that the King was of the " opinion that a 
warm diversion npon the coasts of the Massachn- 

< Bopkim, 186-20S ; Jmr. Cant. Cimgr., Maroh 26, ITTT, Jmnuaiy 
2, ms ; Pap. Cont. Cmgr., 88, 225-230 (FebrnsrylQ, 1T77), 235 ; 
liar. Com. Letltr Bode, 60, 66 (JamimrT 21, April 4, 1777). 
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setts Bay and New Hampshire would not only im- 
pede the levies for the Continental Army, but tend 
much to the security of our trade, and indeed it 
scarcely admits a doubt but that these benefits must 
inevitably result from such an arrangement. For aa 
on one hand, it is scaroely to be expected that those 
provinces will part with men when their presence 
must be wanted for the internal defence of their 
own respective districts, so oa the other, a salutary 
check will unavoidably be pat to tJte successes of 
the rebel privateers, when we have destroyed or 
taken possession of tfa^ ports. It is, Uierefore, the 
King's pleasure tJiat Lord Howe and you take this 
matter into your serious connderation so &r as your 
intended plan will admit." ^ 

Early in the year the Marine Committee had in- 
tended sending to the West Indies, and along the 
southern coast as far as Peosacola and the Missis- 
sippi, a squadron oomposed of the Alfred and Cabot, 
then at Bosbm, and the Colnmbus, sloop Providence 
and Hampden, in the Providence River, all under 
the command of John Paul Jones ; but the project 
was not carried out, owing, as Jones believed, to the 
opposition of Commodore Hopkins.' The Colum- 
bus and Hampden remained in Karragansett Bay 
several months. The sloop Provid^ice, Captain 
Jtmatban Fitoher, ran the blockade of the British 

> Sti^fird-SadanlU MSS., B8. 

■ Mar. Gm. Lttitr Book, G2, M (Fabnur; 1, B, ITTT) ; Pap. 
Com. Congr., 58, 117-121, 191, 197 (Febnuu? 28, March 1, 1777) ; 
Batidt, 58, 59, 61. 
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fleet in the lower bay in Felmituy, paasing " so near 
a 50 gUD sliip about 2 a^. ae to hear them talh> 
iagOQ board." She went into Kev Bedford and then 
made a oruiae to the eastward. OS Cape Breton 
she captured a transport brig with a small body of 
soldiers for Burgoyne's army. This vesseldid not hut- 
tender, however, without resistance. John Trevett, 
lieutenant of marines on the Providence, says that 
the *' brig bore down on ub and began a £ie at long 
shot ; we ran from her about one hour, until we 
got in good order for action, when wa took in aul 
and let her oome up close along side. The sea being 
smooth, we out away aU her colors in forty minutes 
and they began to be slack, but in a few minutes 
they began to fire as brisk as ever and cut our suls 
and rigg^g badly ; it lasted about forty minutes 
longer, when we cut away her main-topmast. We 
hailed them without a trumpet, being close on her 
starboard quarter, to know whether they gave up 
or not, and the answer was ' yes.' . . . We found 
she was direct from England and that she had 25 
soldiers and two officers on board, besides the crew, 
and was loaded with King's staren and bound for 
Quebec" The Providence soon afterwards tetuiued 
to New Bedford.^ 

The brig Cabot, Captain Joseph Olney, ako 

cruised to the eastward, and in Match, while off 

the coast of Nova Scotia, she was chased by the 

British frigate Milf ord. The captain ran her ashore 

> B. I. Silt. Mag., April, IS86. 
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and had just time to esci^ witli bis orew ; they 
afterwards, it is said, seized a schooner and made 
their way back to Boston. The Milfoid, " after a 
wearisome struggle of 14 days, got the Continental 
Brig Cabot . . . off, and sent her to Halifax, where 
she arrived and is now fittioig out with the greatest 
expedition for sea." ^ The Cabot was taken into the 
British navy ; she is belieTed to have been the first 
vessel of the Continental navy to be captured, except 
the Ijexington, which was reoaptnred. 

On April 28 the Marine Committee ordered to 
■ea the Alfred, Captain Hinman, then at Boston, 
and the sloop Providence, which, after retoming 
from her eastern cruise, had been put under the 
command of Captain John P. Rathbume. The ves- 
sels were to cruise separately " in such Latitudea 
as will be most likdy to fall in with and intercept 
the enemies Transport vessels coming to reinforce 
or supply their Army at New York." Continuing 
their instructions the Committee wrote : " Ton are 
to use your true endeavours to take, bum, stok, or 
destroy as many of the enemies Vessels of every 
kind, as it may be your good fortone to fall in with. 
The Pmea yon may be Inc^ enough to take yoa 
will swd into such Forts of the United States as 
yoa shall think will be the safest and most conveni- 
ent. ... It is expected from every Commander in 

1 Boitm Qaxtat, June 16, 17T7 i Contineatal Joumd, April 10, 
ITTJ ; Brit. Adm. Rte., CiipCaiiu' Log; No. SOT (lo; of tU Uil- 

<Ofd). 
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OUT Navy that he use his officers and people well, 
■till pieserring strict discipline and decorum ; that 
Priaoners be treated with homanity ; and that great 
care be ti^en of the ships, their materiala and stores, 
all which we desire you will carefully observe and 
advise us of your proceedings by every opportunity. 
We expect your most dilligent exertions will be used 
to execute these orders wiUi all possible dispatch and 
in the best manner for the service of your Country." 
The Alfred was to return to port by July 1 and then 
receive fresh orders. The Providraice was to omise 
three months, and if, on returning to port, she found 
uo further instructions, she was then to take in 
provinons and proceed on anotiier three months' 
oniise.1 The Alfred seems to have performed no im- 
portant service under these orders. Indeed she prob- 
ably did not go to sea at all before July ; very likely 
she was unable to enlist a <Tew in time. 

In June the sloop Providence suled from New 
Bedford, and off Sandy Hook saw a ship, hng, 
schooner, and sloop standing to the southeast and 
followed them. " About 8 P.M.," says Lieutenant 
Trevett in his journal, " we came up with die ship, 
the other vessels being near to her weather bow, 
and huled her. She had her peunant and ensign 
flying, but gave us no answer and we gave her a 
bow gun, intending to break her cabin windows. 
We drew very near her, but the wind being scant 
we found we could not get to windward, so we bore 
> Mar. Com. Letter Boot, 70, 71 (April 23, 1777). 
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away and went under ber lee, as near as we oonld, 
and gave her a good broadside. She immediate 
gaTe OS as good a one and mn ob aboard on our 
starboard quarts and bung there about five min- 
utes, nntil she broke all our sweeps that were lashed 
there. At the same time the brig of 10 gnns and 
the schooner of 8 [gnns] lost no time, all three of 
them firing into us at once. As the ship fell ofF she 
gave us her starboaid broadside and we shot ahead 
of them with our sails and rig^ng much cut to 
pieces. We then bore away, all hands employed in 
fixing our rigging. We had but a poor crew at this 
time. Our loss was our auliug master, Capt. George 
Sinkins of Kewport, who was killed, and only two 
or three men dightly wounded. We hove him ortus 
board, got our rigging repaired as soon as possible, 
and made sail for the ship. We came ap with her 
just after sunset with a detennination to board her, 
for we well knew if we carried the ship that the test 
of the Tess^ would fall into onr hands. We ran 
within half pistol shot and gave her a full broad- 
ride, but all three of them played their part so 
well we gave it i^." The schoouer was taken, how- 
ever, and from her it was learned that the ship 
carried sixteen gnns. After this the Frovidenoe 
cruised several weeks in the Gulf Stream. A sail 
was seen, acting strangely, and was chased, and 
upon coming up with her in the night, she was found 
to be an abandoned ship, evidently French, under 
full sail ; rudderless, though otherwise in good con- 
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dition. It being apparenti; impractioable to get ber 
into port, she was burned to prerent her fallii^ into 
Britiab hands. The Frovidence returned to Kew 
Bedford in August.^ 

Meanwhile Captain Jones remained on shore, 
having held out to him saceessivelf various promises 
of active employment afloat. The disappointment 
of his e:q>ectation of taking a squadron to sea 
occnzred a few weeks after his arrival at Boston in 
the Alfred, in December, 1776. In March he was 
appointed to command <me of three vessels whit^ 
Congress had ordered to be purchased at Boston. 
In May he was directed to proceed to France in the 
■hip Amphitrite, which had brought over military 
stores, and after his arrival there the American 
Commissioners were expected, by ordsr of Ccmgress, 
to procure for him the oommand of a frigate. These 
plans were absjidoned in turn ; and June 14, 1777, 
he was given command of the new ei^teen-gun 
ship Banger, just built at Fortsmouth. On tita 
same day it was resolved in Congress: "That the 
flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen stripes 
alternate red and white ; that the Union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new con- 
stellation." Jones is said to have hoisted this flag 
on the Banger for the first time it was ever raised 
on any man-of-war. For several months after that 
he was busy fitting out his ship. The Kanger was 
one hundred and sixteen feet long over all, twenty- 
I a. I. Hia. Jfoff., April, I860. 
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eight feet vide, and measared three hundred and 
eight tons. She motmted eighteen siz-poonderB;^ 
was pierced for twenty-six guns, but Jones consid- 
ered her too light a ship for so heavy an armament.' 
The Randolph, huilt at Philadelphia, was one of 
the first of the frigates to be ready for service, but 
the close blockade of Delaware Bay held her and 
oUier Continental vessels in port several weeks; 
then there was further delay due to ice in the river. 
January SO, ITTT, the frigate was ordered to sail 
"the moment the Ice will permit," accompanied 
by the Hornet and fly and a convoy of merchant- 
men, to be escorted "fairly off to sea." In these 
orders, signed for the Marine Committee by Robert 
Morris, Captain Biddle received general instructions 
as to his conduct. " For your encouragement in this 
service," says Morris, "I mast observe that there 
axe no Cruizing Ships an over match for you, ex- 
cept the two Deckers, for altho you think you have 
not seamen enough, yet that is just their case; 
except the Roebuck there is none of them half 
manned, therefore yon have only to avoid two 
Deckers or engaging when there is more than one 
in sight. Any of their other single ships you need 
not fear, especially if yon can persuade your men 
to board. Remember what a glorioos exploit it will 

1 Shtrbunu, 8d-40 ; Sandg, 86-10 ; Jo«a MSS., Janet to Moiria, 
Aplil 1, July 28, 1777 ; Kemiok'i Eittery in tie Beeolution, 9, 10, 
girei the Bai^w 14 ninM and 4 tizM ; Admiial Arbathnot reported 
in 1790 (BHU. ^M. Am., A D.^6, Ubj 2S, 1780} thslthe monntod 
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'be, to add one of their frigates or 20 God shipB to 
our navy in a few days after yon get oat, and if the 
Bandolpli lias but Heels, I think yon can and will 
do it ; you will then get seamoi jden^. If ytnir 
ship sails renwkably fast, you may take libertys 
with them. If she does not, be more cautious and 
try to find out her trim, . . . Yon'l observe that 
many merchant Tessels are expected in with valuable 
Stores to this port, thereftne yon '1 afford them all 
possible protection and had best keep in their tract 
as Itnig as yon can."^ As soon as the ice would 
permit, about February 1, the Bandolph, Hornet, 
and fly proceeded down the river with their oon- 
yoy and got safely to sea.* 

Morris wrote further lostructionB for Biddle 
February 15 and forwarded them to him by the 
Fly, which had returned to port. The Bandolph 
was now to proceed to the West Indies. The Marine 
Ck>mmittee had decided to send all the armed vessehi 
at Philadelphia to those islands. Biddle was given 
letters to William Bingham, the navy ^ent at 
MartiQique, and to other persons at St. Eustatins, 
Curasao, Cape Franks, and Mole St. l^chobu, 
to whom he was to apply in turn, until he had a 
full cargo of military stores and supplies for the 
army, to be brought back at once to the safest port. 
The Dutch government had prohibited the expor- 

» Jfar. Coil LtUer BeJc, 48 (Jamur; SO, 17T7). 

* P(9>. Cont. CfH^r., 1!7. ■pp., 4, 49, 57, IIB, 137, 147 (M«tA 
to HuMook, DMnobw 14, SO, 17T6, J»aaatj 3, 26, FebniaiT 4, 
10, ITTI). 
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tation of such BuppUeB to America, but the traffic 
waa Btill conducted on a large scale, in Dutch aa 
well as French ports. Arms, ammunition, and cloth- 
ing were brought from Europe to the West Indies 
for transshipment to the United States. It was 
hoped that these stoics could be procured in suffi- 
cient quantity and without delay at Martinique. 
" These supplies are exceedingly necessary for the 
service of the ensuing oampaigne and you cannot 
render your Country a more essential service than 
by bringing them soon and safe in. ... As you 
command the first American frigate that has got 
out to sea, it is expected that you contend warmly 
on all necessaiy occasions for die honor of tiie 
American flag. At every foreign port you enter, 
salute their forts and waito on the Governor Gen- 
eral or Commander in Chief, asking the liber^ oi 
thrar ports for the ships of the United States of 
America. Take cate that your people do not molest 
their Trade nor Lihabitants nor in any shape dis- 
turb that good nnderstanding we have with them." 
Frizes were to be sent into Martinique, St. Eusta- 
tius, or other ports, where the cargoes might be 
sold, if to greater advantage, the vessels, however, 
being always brought to American ports. " As the 
British men of war on the West India stations are 
not often well manned, it would give great eclat to 
our Naval Service if you can make prize of one or 
more of them and if so, you will do well to tempt 
some of their best warrant officers, such as Boat- 
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swains. Gunners, Quarter Masters and tbrar several 
mates, to eater our service, for we wonld wisli yon 
to bring both these and plenty of Common Sailors 
bome, to assist in manning our otiier sbips of war." 
Seamen from other prizes also, and in the various 
ports vifflted, were to be procured for the service 
when possible. " When your errand to the West 
Indies is compleated, yon 1 observe it is mentioned 
already that yon are to return to some safe port in 
these United States of America. The oncertiuatf 
of the fate of war makes ns oautiouB of saying 
positive^ which shall be the best port Hiete is 
little donbt but this [Philadelphia] will be the most 
convenient to receive tihe stores at, being most cen- 
trical and probably not very distant from the scenes 
of action, and as you are well enabled to defend 
yonrself against most single ships and capable, we 
hope, of outsailing any of the enemies,it appears that 
yon might venture to call at Cape Henlopen or 
Cape May for intelligence, without incurring the 
charge of rashness, and we will endeavour to keep 
oat some small Cniizers about the time yon are 
expected, to give you information." ^ Signals were 
prescribed for c(»nmimioation with die shore and 
with othervessds. Most unfortunately the Randolph 
had not proceeded far on her voyage before she en- 
countered a heavy gale, in which she was dismasted 
and was obliged to put into Charleston in a crippled 
condition. Before arriving there a mutiny broke out 
> Mar. Com. Letter Bock, B6 (Febrawy 16, 17T7). 
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among EogUsIi sailors on board, bnt vas soon 
qaelled, March 29 the Sachem, Captua James 
Bobinson, was sent to Martinique with dnplicates 
of the dispatches for Bingham which the Randolph 
had not been able to deliver.^ 

The Balei^ Hancock, and Beaton were the only 
others of the thirteen frigates that cruised at sea 
during 1777. The Virginia, built at Baltimore, was 
ready for sea early in the year, and her conunander. 
Captain James Klcholson, reoeiyed instructions in 
April to proceed to the Weet Indies, but, owing 
to the close Uockade of Chesapeake Bay by the 
British, she conld not get out. Bepeated orders were 
sent to Nicholson to get the Virgima to sea, bnt 
she was forced to remain idle in port thronghont 
the whole year.* The ocenpation of New York and 
Philadelphia by the British, in 1777, prevented the 
frigates Alontgomeiy and Congress, in the Hudscoi 
Biver, and the Delaware, Washington, and Effing- 
ham, in the Delaware Biver, &om rendering active 
sea aerrice; and the Mew York frigates were de- 
stroyed before the end of the year, to prevent their 
falling into the hands of the enemy.^ The Trum- 

> Uar. Com. Letttr Boob, 66, 67,58 (Febnimrr 16, IT, 18, 1777), 
69 (Febntary 6, ITH), 64 (Muoh 29, 1777) ; Pop. Caul. Ongr., 
1S7, mpp., 161, 177 (Febnuiy 10, 19, 1777) ; Fart FoIm, October, 
1809; AM$r. But. BtvwB, nii (JdIj, 1908], 687. 

* Bid., 61, «6, 85, 86, 104, 108, 116, 117 f JsnuMy 24, April 
8, 29, Mbj 1, OotolMr 23, November 6, Deoemb«( 2, 12, 1777). 

• Slid., 66 (April 8, 1777) ; P<9. Cant. Cmgr., 1ST, app., 4, Q, 
21 (Deoambei 14, 16, 21, 177S) ; Almoa, t, 42S-431. 
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bull did not leave the Connecticut River, where 
she was built, until 1779; and, as already related, 
the Warren aod FroTidenoe wwe held in port more 
than a year after they were ready for sea. 

In April, 1777, an expedition was seat by Gen- 
eral Howe from New York against Connecticnt 
under the command of General Tiyon, the royal 
governor of New York. A landing was made at 
Furfield, whence they proceeded to Danbury and 
destrc^ed a large quantity of public stores. Upon 
retnming to their ships the British were harassed 
by a small force of Americans under C!enerala Ar- 
nold, Wooster, and Silliman. Arnold wrote to Gov- 
ernor Trumbull of Connecticnt, April 80 : " After 
the enemy reimbark'd they imediately weighed An- 
chor and stood for Huntington harbour. Long Is- 
land, where they doubtless are at this time. I think 
it veiy probable they have in Contemplation the 
Destroying the Continental Frigate [Trumbull] at 
Saybrook, which may be easily ^eeted by a few 
small Tenders, as there is no Battery or Armed 
Yessell to Cover her. If she cannot be got over the 
Barr & secured in harbour, will it not be prudent 
to more her up the river to some {dace of greater 
safety? I know not If your honour or the Contin- 
^ital agents have the Direction of her; that she is 
greatly exposed & ought to be secured, there is no 
doabt. I should Imagine she might be easily got 
over the barr with proper lighters & an Easterly 
wind, & secured In Guilford, Sachems head, or Nesw 
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Haven, where sh» might be got in leadineBS far the 
Seaa."' 

In view of this clear statement of the frigate's 
situation, we leam with sarprise that — apparently 
in response to the orders of April 4,' but possibly to 
earlier orders that have not been preaeryed — Cap- 
tun Saltonstall went to sea and on April 12 wrote 
a letter to the Marine Committee dated " on board 
the Continental ship of war TrumboU," off the Vir- 
ginia capes, saying : " I have the pleasure to acquaint 
yon that at one p.m. I fell in with two transports 
from England, one of eight, the other of ten gnus. 
They engaged ns three glasses, when they struck 
tiieir colours. They killed seven of our men and 
wounded eight more. We shattered them in a ter- 
rible manner and hilled and wounded numbers of 
their crews. I have the pleasure to inform yon that 
our peo^ behaved well and with much courage." ^ 
It is obviona that SaltonstaU's *' Continental ship of 
war" could not have been the frigate Trumbull, 
which was securely shut up in the river. It is likely 
that, owing to the importance of the service to be 
performed, a vessel was impressed, chartered, or 
borrowed for the oooasion, perhaps the tea-gun 
sloop Trumbull, a Connecticut privateer.^ 

1 TnanbuU MSS., YJ, eO. Sm alK) lUd., 87, 06, latten of Oen- 
aial Sillinuui (April 2S, ITTI) on tha opentiouB against Ttyou and 
of Captain John SUpnum (May 1, 1177) on the dangeron* tDtna- 
tion of the fiigata Trambiill, 

* Sea abore, p. 188. * Almou, t, 135. 

* Hie aloop Trnmbnll ia known to haTO been in oominfarioB 
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Althoagb the frigates Hancock and Boston had 
received cmising orders in the &11 of 1TT6, such 
was the delay in fitting them ont tJiat they did 
not get to sea until May, 1777. The frigate Mil- 
ford and other vessels of the enemy had long been 
B terror to Amerioan navigators in eastern waters 
and the need of regrdar fluting ships more powers 
fol than the state cruisers and privateers was greatly 
felt. The General Conrt of Massachusetts resolved, 
April 24, that the Hancock and Boston ought to 
pat to sea at onoe in pursuit of the Milford. It waa 
arranged that the Continental frigates should be 
accompanied for twenty-five days by nine privateers, 
indnding two or three of considerable force, and 
by any others tiiat should be ready by May 1. The 
eommanders of these privateers, serviifg under 
Captuns Manley and McNeill of the Hancock and 
Boston, were to be put upon the same footing for 
the time being as regular of&cers and their vessels 
were to be insnred by the state.^ As a squadron, 
this assemblage of vessels amounted to nothing. 
With proper cooperation it might have constituted 
a force capable of meeting with some prospect of 
sncoess any British squadron it was likely to fall 
at th!« tine. iMtotistaU'B name appaan in » Ikt of Ctmneadcnt 
prinrttMt M CMDmanderof the GoTamor Tram'bDll, a 20.giiii ehip, 
thoQgll probably at a later date. See Conn. State Btcordt, i, S07 ; 
PuU B. I. Hist. Boe., -na, SIS, 214, 225, 229, 231, 256 ; Papm 
Nta London Hia. Sac., TV, i, 28; Nao. Bee. of Aa. Bee. (oaleD- 
dar) 478 ; Conn. Gaittte, Jnlj 18, 1T7T ; Data from the libiarj of 
tlw Nary Depaitment ; and below, pp. SOT, 862. 
> IfoM. Cavrt Bk., April 24, 26, 17T7. 
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in with. But the privateers took do part whatever 
in the cruise after the first few days ; becoming 
separated, thej were soon dropped behind by the 
frigates. 

Another nnfortunate oircnmstance, which may 
have had mach to do with events soon to happen, 
vraa the lack of cordial relations between the cap- 
tuns of the frigates. Soch being the case, it is per- 
haps not sorpriBing that Dr. Samuel Cooper should 
have had forebodings when he wrote to John Adams, 
April 8, 1777 : " Manly and McNeal do not agree. 
It is not, I believe, Hie Fault of the first. ... If 
they are not better united, infinite Damage may 
acrue." ' Another of Adams's correspondents, Dr. 
WUliam Gordon, wrote to him June 6: "The frig- 
ates have been suled about a fortnight. Maritime 
affairs have been most horridly man^;ed. We have 
beaten G. B. in dilatoriness & blunders. Where 
the fault hath lain I know not, but the credit of 
the Continent & Congress requires amendment."' 

The squadron sailed from Boston May 21. 
Within six days the privateers had all parted from 
the frigates, some by choice, the others through bad 
weather. May 29abrigwa8oaptured; she belonged 
to a fleet of transports under convoy <rf the Somer- 
set, of sixty-four guns, and a frigate. '* At break 
of day the 30th," says Captain McNeill, " we dis- 
eover'd the Somersett and three large Ships under 
her Convoy. Capt Mauley was not convinced of 
1 Adam JtSS. * Ibid. 
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the size of our Opponent untill she was vrithui 
Shott <^ him, when veiy lackilj for him the Han- 
cock's Heels saved his Bacon. She nevertheless par- 
sued him with great earnestness untill I tack'd apon 
her Convoy, who was a good way astern of her at that 
time. As soon as she saw me within random Shott 
of them, she left Capt. Manley & retum'd to their 
protecticm; she then cbao'd me about Six hours, 
but not being able to come np with me, sbe rejoin'd 
her Convoy just as night came on. Capt. Manley 
& myself then Steer'd to the Eastw'd and Northw'd 
in hopes of falling in with some others of the fleet, 
bat saw no Enemy except a few miserable Fisher- 
men untill Saturday Jane the Seventh, on the 
Morning of which day we fell in with the Fox, a 
British Frigate of 28 Guns Commanded by Capt. 
Patrick Fotheringham. She at first meant to En- 
g^e, bat thought 't was best to try bet Heels, which 
would have effectually Saved her from me, bat the 
Hancock coming up with her, an Action ensued 
which did not end untill after we came np, by which 
time the Hancock & the Fox were both very much 
dami^ed." > A seaman on the Boston says of the 
fight : "At 6 A.M. Capt. Manly & she Exduiuged 
some gans and then die Bim & we in full Chace 
after her. . . . Betwixt the hours of 12 & one F.U. 
Capt. Manly Began to Engage Broadside & Broad- 
side, our ship coming up fast as Posable ; at last 

1 N.H.6ti>e^. Record, Jaamtj.lX/JiiSeSnatoiSaiiBeCom. 
mittoe, July Id, ITTT). 
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up we came and gave them a Noble Broadside 
which made them to strike a medeatlj a Bout h&lf 
after one." * 

According to the BritiBh account the Hancock 
was sighted from the Fox at fire o'clock in the 
morning and the Boston soon afterwards. Captain 
Fotberingbam says that after a half-hour's action 
with the Hancock, " I could plainly see that the 
other SHp to "Windward was of nearly the same 
Force as the one I was engaged with, which was of 
thirty-two guns." He then tried to escape, hoping 
to ffdl in with some friendly cruiser or to draw the 
American ships apart, "but notwithstanding all the 
Sail I could make, the Ship I had before engaged 
came up with me about Noon and engaged me very 
dose till a Quarter after one, when the other Ship 
came up and raked me and carried away my Main 
Yard," and did other damage. At half-past one the 
Fox would no longer answer her helm, and with 
one enemy on the bow and another on the goarter, 
she could not bring guns to bear on them. "I 
therefore at Quarter before two gave the Ship up 
in order to save my People." The Fox lost her 
lieutenant of marines and one man killed and ten 
wounded, two of them mortally; she was short of 
hw full complement by thirty-three men.* Admiral 
Montagu wrote from St. John's to Germain, June 
11: "I was yesterday made very unhappy by a 

1 X. E. Qeneal. Seeord, Jumary, 1907 (MoNeill to MaiiDS 
Committee, Jul; 16, ITTIJ. 
' Bnt. Adm. Bee., Cowts JtfartiW, No. 5309. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



20S NATAL HISTOBT OF THE REVOLUtlON 
letter I receired from Capttun Fotberiaghtm oi 
hu Majesty's ship Fox, aoqnaiatmg me that he waq 
taken the 7th instant by two American priTsteera 
on the hanks, one oalled the Hanoook of 82 guis 
and 847 men, the otlier of 28 gwa called the Bos- 
ton, full of men, the largest commanded by Manly, 
the other by McKeaL"^ 

Continuing his report of the cruise McNeill says : 
** The weather proving unfaTonrable for some time 
afterwards, we were severall days fitting the Fox & 
Capt. Mauley his own Ship. I had sent my first 
Lient. (Mt Browne) on board the Fox the day 
she was taken, but Captain Manley refused giving 
him the Comnuuid & I was fiualy oUiged to with- 
draw him for the sake of peace. I urged Capt. 
Manley to make the best of onr way to Charles- 
town, South Carolina, there to Join Captain Bid- 
die, fitt & clean our Ships, & then to Cruise for 
the West India Fleet nntill towards the fall of the 
year, by which time our own Coast would probably 
be clear & we might return without any risque 
compared with what must be now £xpected. He 
at first attended to my proposal, but afterwards 
did as he pleas'd; the event will prove whether I 
judge right or not. In short we loiter'd away three 
weeks or a Month before we sett onr faces home- 
ward, by which time the Coast of New England 
from Cape Sable as far as New York was so cov- 
er'd with cruisers that there was no escaping them. 
1 Sttpford-SackvilU M83., 69. 
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" On Snnd&y the 6th of J11I7, being 15 leagneB 
to the Sastwd of Cape Sable, we took a Sloop 
from Louisbui^h bound for Halifax, but delaying 
some time with her, we were chao'd towards eren- 
ing by three Ships. We also being three, ve did 
not make any efforts to avoid those Ships in Course 
of the night ; on the Contrary Capt. Maoley Tow'd 
the Sloop before spoken of nntill next morning, by 
whioh time one of the Ships was a head of as and 
Taok*d upon us, the Second Ship, whioh was a two 
decker, was on our Lee quarter about three Let^es 
from us, and the third Ship about as far right a 
Stem. Capt. Manley then thought proper to sett 
fire to the Sloop & quitted her and endeavonr'd to 
make the best of our way, but the first Ship being 
op within Shott about noon, we exchanged some 
Shott with her at a distance & then having spoke 
Capt. Manley, we agreed to tack and Engage her. 
We immediately Taok'd and Capt. Manley begun 
the Action with hb head to the Northward & the 
Enemy <ni the opposite Tack, we being dose under 
the Hancock's Stem, also fell in with the Enemy 
in out turn and Exchanged about five broad Sides 
with her. Her Shott was so well um'd that some 
of them pass'd through our Ship under the wale, 
so that we could not Tack upon the Enemy nntill 
we had stop'd those holes ; this was however done 
in a few Minutes, but not before the two deck Ship 
had goten very near us. Unfortunately the Fox did 
not tack at the same time we did, by which means 
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the Enemy got between her and lu aUd she was 
obliged to pass tinder the fire of the first Ship 
above mention'd and the fire of the two deck Ship 
also. Capt. Maidej seeing that the Fox was beyond 
Sareing, pnt about and stood to the Soathd, the Fox 
bore away and run to the Eastwd, and we kept 
the Wind to the Northwd. The two deck Ship then 
put abont and fdlow'd the Hancock, leaving the 
Fox and me to the other two Ships. The Fox fied 
and defended herself bravely, haveing also some ad- 
vantage in point of Sailing ; we were oonatrainM 
to keep the Wind for our own Security, being 
neither able to run from nor fight such force as 
then appear'd to Leward." * 

The vessel described fay McNeill as a two-dec^r 
was the British forty-fonr^nn ship Kainbow, C<Hn- 
modore Collier, and she was accompanied by the 
ten-gun brig Victor, The third vessel, which ap- 
peared about the same time, was the frigate Flora 
of thir^-two gnus. Collier says in his report that 
Jnly 6, in the afternoon, being twelve leagues 
southwest of Cape Sambro, he first sighted the 
Americfui sqoadron. Night came on, and the next 
morning the American ships, with a sloop in com- 
pany, were five or six miles distant. They set fire 
to the sloop and at six o'clock another sail was ob- 
served "standing towards the rebel ships." This 
vessel was thought to be an American also and tiy- 
ing to join the others. " About Ten in the Mom< 
> if. B. Gtntal. Sec., J«nnMy, 1907. 
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ing the Enemy's Sbips went away lacking, and 
Three Quarters of an Hour afterwards I was but- 
prized to see Beveral Shot exchanged between the 
stemmost of them and the Stranger who had last 
joined and whom I had hitherto loohed npon as 
another of their Fleet. I then hoisted my Colours, 
shortly after which the two stemmost of the Kebel 
Frigates hawled their Wind, whilst the headmost 
kept away about two Points from it. This brought 
the English Ship (which I afterwards found was 
the Flora) more abreast of them, who passed to 
Windward, ezcban^ng a Broadside with each and 
pursuing ihe Fugitive, who from the Alteration two 
or three Times of her Course, seemed uncertain 
which to steer. The flora gained fast upon her, 
which she perceiving, hawled her Wind again and 
soon afterwards tacked and stood after her Com- 
rades, exchanging a Broadside with the Flora as 
they passed each other. I was just putting about 
a&er the two Ships when I observed this Manoeuvre 
<rf the Bebel Frigate, which made me stand on 
something longer before I tacked, hoping to get 
her within Reach of my Guns as she passed us. I 
accordingly did so, but had not the good Fortune 
to bring down either a Mast or S^ by my Fiie. I 
tacked immediately after her and soon afterwards 
saw the headmost Kebel Frigate put about; she 
passed me just out of Gunshot to Windward and 
appeued a very fine Ship of 34 Guns with fiebel 
Colours dying. One of the Gentlemen of my Quar- 
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ter Deck had been a Prisoner lately at Boeton and 
knev her to be the Hancock, on board of wbom 
Manley commanded, the Sea Officer in whom the 
Congress place great Confidence and wbo is the 
Second in Bank in their Navy. The Ship I had 
fired upon I found outsailed me and soon after my 
tacking, went away laeking ; whilst the other Frigate 
kept her wind. I then saw with Concern that <me 
of the three must unavoidably escape, if they dins 
steered different Courses. I therefore judged it best 
to put about and follow the Hancock, which ap- 
peared the largest Ship. Whilst I was in Stays the 
Flora passed me very near, in Pursuit of the Ship 
I had fired upon. It was about Two o'Clock in the 
Afternoon of Monday the 7th of July that I tacked 
after Manley, who seemed at first rather to outsiul 
the Eainbow, but I understood afterwards that to 
endeavour making his Ship sail better, he started 
all his Water forward and by that Means put her 
out of Trim. An Hour before the Close of Day he 
altered his Course and kept away large ; however, 
we got BO near to him before dark as enabled us 
by Means of a Nightglass to keep Sight of him 
all Kight. At Dawn of Day she was not much more 
than a Mile ahead of me, soon after which we saw 
a small Sail to Leeward which we found to be the 
Victor Brig, who as we passed fired at the Rebel 
Frigate and killed one of the Men at the Wheel, 
bnt was not able from bad swUng to keep up or 
come near any more. About Four in the Morning 
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I began firing the Bow ohaoe upon her, vith oear 
sional Broadcddes loaded with Bound and Grape, 
as I could bring them to bear, some of which stmck 
her Masts and Sails. Half an Hour past Eight I 
was so near as to hail her and let them know that 
if they expected Qaarter, they must strike imme- 
diately. Manley took a few Minutes to consider and 
a fresher Breeze just then springing np, he aviuled 
himself of it by attempting to set some of the Steer- 
ing Sails oa the other Side. I therefore fired into 
him, upon whioh he struck the Bebel Colonrs to 
TTia Majesty's Ship, after a Chace of upwards c^ 
89 Hours." ^ 

To make the story more complete we may quote 
from the report of Captain Brisbane of the Flora. ' 
" On the 7th Instant at day break. Cape Sable 
bearing "S. N. E. about fourteen Leagnes, we dis- 
covered three Sail of Ships and a Sloop on our 
weather Quarter and a Sul on our Lee Quarter, 
standing to the Westward on the same Tack the 
Mora was. I thought it my duty to see what they 
were, tacked and stood towards them, upon which 
the Sloop, that was towed by the headmost ship, 
was cast oS and set on fire. We passed within point 
blank shot to leeward of the three Ships, hoisted our 
Colours and fired a Shot at the headmost to show 
theirs, wlueh they paid no attention to, fired a 
second at the Stemmost, Btood on and as soon as we 
could fetch their wake, tacked and followed them. 

• London Ckronide, Angust 26, 1777. 
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At 9 A.M., upon their finding that we weathered 
and came up with them, they formed a line ahead, 
hoisted C<nituiental Coloun, and b^an firing their 
Stem Chaoe. At 10 the two atemmost Ships short- 
ened Stul, tacted and came dose under xnir lee 
Qaaiter. Exchanging Broadsides as we passed each 
other, we stood oa to the Ship who had not tacked, 
gave hec onr fire which she retnmed ; she attempted 
to stay, missed and wore, which gave ns on oppor- 
tonit; of raking her. We then wore and gave chace 
after her, the two other Ships bwig at tins time 
(Joae upon a Wind on difFerent tacks. During this 
transaction we ran oonsideraUy to leeward, which 
gave the Ship on our lee Quarter an opportunity of 
joming OS fast, and upon her being abreast of our 
Cbaoe, she tacked and proved to be His Majesty's 
Ship the Bainbow. She fired several well pointed 
Shot at the Chace, one of the Enemy soon after- 
wards taoked and stood to the South West, the 
Bainbow taob»d and followed her; we oontinned 
standing to the northward after the Chace, who, 
upon the Bainbow's tat^dng, kept away more from 
the wind and set steering Sails and soon afterward 
began firing her Stem Chace at ns. At 6 f.h. we 
came np close to her, upon which she stmck her 
Colours and proved to be his Majesty's Ship the 
Fox, diat had been taken a month before that l^ 
the Hancock and Boston, Continental Ships, on the 
Banks of Newfoundland. The Ship that we after- 
wards learned to be the Boston was, at the time the 
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Fox struck, as &t to windward as we conM bat Am- 
eover the bead of her Topsails oat of the Water." ^ 
The British took tiieir prizes into Halifax. In his 
report Collier says the Hancock had two hundred 
and twenty-nine m^i on board, her ctmiplement 
being two hundred and ninety ; and according to a 
letter of his to Germain, she carried thirty-two guns, 
chiefly twelv&'pounders, and was " said to be the 
largest and fastest siuling frigate erer built. . . . 
Manly seem'd filled with rage and grief at finding he 
had BO easily snrrendered to a ship of only 44 guns, 
b^eving all along that it was the Baisonable, of 64 
guns, who was chasing him." ^ The Hanoock appears 
to have been one of the very best and &steBt of the 
Continental frigates, and if Manley had not made 
the mistake of altering her trim in the vain attempt 
to improTO her speed, he might have escaped from 
the S.unbow. Failing in this, he should have made a 
spirited resistance, tn which, by some luck^ accident, 
he might possibly have sooeeeded in reversing the 
result ; or by crippling his adversary, have been able 
to escape. Mauley's record in the naval service up 
to this time had been excellent and his reputation 

1 Bt^. Adm. See., A. D. 4S7, Anpat 28, ITTT, No. 2. 

" Sti^ordSadcuiUt M83., flO, 70 ; ionrfen Chrorade, Anpuit 
26, 1777 ; Bolon Gazette, July 28, Aiig:ait 11, 16, 1777 ; Alnum, 
T, 262; Brit. Adm. Bee, A. D. 4S7, AagnM 28, 1777, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 
S, S, 7, 6, Captamt' Letttri, No. 1611.2 (CoUier t<i Stepheni, Jvlj 
12, 1777), Captaint' Log; TSot. SflO, 762 {log« of Flor* «nd Bain- 
bair). No report by Gaptun Hui1«t appean to be MoaBaible. For 
(tsMription oE the Huicook and BoitoD see abore, p. 27. 
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vaa high among friends and foea. Collier, ia his 
letter to Germun, sajB <d him : ** We have all long 
wished to get this man into our posnBsion, from 
his talenti and intrepidi^, and fortnnate it is that 
ve have done bo, as he was beginning to shew the 
^mericanB what they had not been accoBtoined to, 
the seeing of one of his Majesty's ships in tiieiv 
possession, for he had just taken die Fox of 28 
gnus. . . . Bvery body here is overjoyed at the 
captore of Mr. Manly, esteeming him more capable 
of doing mischief to the King's sabjects than Gen- 
eral Lee was."' Manley rendered very efficient 
serrioe also in the later years of the war, but on 
this occasion he failed to stand the test. He should 
not have feared to ezohange a few shots, even -in 
the belief that he was engaging the Baisonable, and 
would then soon have discovered that he had only a 
forty-four to deal with. "We shall see that a few 
months later his fellow-officer, Captun Biddle, was 
not afraid to engage a six^-fonr, with no thought, 
apparently, of striking bis flag before t^ last ez- 
tremily.* Manley was sent a fiiaoner to New York, 
where he remained many mouths. The loss of the 
Hancock was almost a calamity. She was taken into 
the British service under the nuue of the Iris and 
fought only too effectually against her old com- 
panions in the Continental navy. 

> SttpfmdSadixmt XSS., 10. Omenl Chules Lm had Imbb 
tikaD pri*0B«t bj tba Bridsb Mvenl monthi before. 
• a»e b«law, p. 296. 
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Meanwhile the BoBton escaped and found her 
wayto Wiscasset. In his report to the Marine Com- 
mittee, whidi was daled at that place July 16, Cap- 
tain McXeill relates his proceedings since losing 
sight of his consorts on the Tth : " In a few hours 
we saw two more of the Enemy abont two points on 
onr weather bow ; from these we were obliged to 
tacb to the Southwd. . . . After Standing two 
hoars to the Southwd we espied another Ship bear- 
ing S. W. of ns, who appeared to be in chace to- 
wards us. I then hove about to the Xorthwd again 
& stood on untill Nine o'Clock the Evening ; the 
chace coming down upon us very fast all the time. 
As 800D aa the Moon was down I taok'd and Stood 
to the Southwd and in less than an hour saw the 
Lights ot the Chaeing Ship Standing athwart onr 
Stem about | of a Mile from us. On Tuesday 
Morning the 8th Current I saw five Sail of the 
Enemy to the lieward of me, three on the Lee bow 
and two on the Lee Quarter, at the same time saw 
Cape Sable bearing N.N.E., five leagues. The Wind 
coming to the Southwd I stood across the Bay of- 
Fundy, determin'd to Shelt^ myself in the first port 
I oould make and get intellegence, which happened 
to be this river where I arriv'd on Thursday the 
10th Instant. On my arrival here I found that the 
Milford Frigate had been in about fourteen days 
past & that she had penetrated up as far as we now 
are, Namely at Wiehcasset point. There is scarce 
a day, but one or two of the Euemya Ships are Seen 
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off the Moath of this river and the Coastiog Yet- 
aellfl are very much distress'd. In this my present 
Situation I am much at a Loss what to do, my 
Ship's Company are so diminished by Manning the 
Fox & the Men othervise Lost since we Sail'd from 
Boston ; my Ship is very Fowl . . . and besides 
that, we cannot make her Sail fast, trim which way 
we wilL . . . We have certain Accounts of twelve 
SmI of the Enemys Cruisers between Cape Ann & 
Cape Sable, severall of whom are large Ships." ^ 
Perhaps the size of the Briti A fleet cruinng in east- 
em waters was magnified in McNeill's imaginatioD. 
In due time he brought his ship baeh to Boston, 
where his reception was not cordial. He was se- 
verely blamed for not having come to the Hancock's 
rescue and was held by public opinion in large de- 
gree responsible for the loss of that ship. He was 
tried by court-martial and suspended.^ - 

At Charleston, where the Buidolph had pnt in 
for repairs after being dismasted. Captain Biddlfi 
received orders from the Marine Committee, dated 
April 26 and 29, to cmise in the West Indies and 
later attempt to intercept a British fleet of mer- 
chantmen which was expected to leave Janmca 
under convoy about July 26. In the first of these 
orders, April 26, the Committee wrote : " Your 
letter of the 14th instant is the only one we have 

• N. H. Gatial. Ba., Jsnoary, 1907. 

' Mar. Com. Letter Bool, IM (Novomber 12,1777); Adanu 
MSB., OctobcT 8, 1777, HoNeiU to John Adanu, oomplalnidg of 
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received sinoe the misfortaae of oanTiag away your 
Masts OT indeed since ;ou left the Capes of Dela- 
-ware, so that we are strangers to the cause and 
manner of that unfortunate accident. . . . We ob- 
serve with infinite concern that your people have 
been and remain Sickly ; this has happened in so 
many of our Ships that we cannot help atributing 
it to some cause that may with proper care & at- 
tention be removed. You should therefore insist 
that your Officers do frequently see the Ship 
thoroughly and perfectly cleansed, aloft and below 
from Stem to Stern, bum Powder and wash with 
vinigar betwixt Decks, order Hammocks, all bed- 
ding and bed Cloths and Body Cloaths daily into 
the quarters or to be aired on Deck, make the peo- 
ple keep their persons cleanly and use exercise, give 
them as frequent changes of wholesome food as you 
can. Fish when yon can get it and fresh food in 
Port. Ventilate the Hold and between Decks con- 
stantly. In short, cleanliness, exercise, fresh air and 
wholesome food will restore or preserve health more 
than medicine and it is deserving the utmost atten< 
tiou of any or every ofBora to preserve the Health 
& Spirits of the m^."* 

The Marine Committee planned tocollect as many 
vessels as possible to act in concert against the er- 
peoted Jamaica fleet, in the hope of capturing a 
number of them. General orders dated. April 29 
were issued, addressed to the commanders (A vessels 
> Mar. Com. Lttter Bode, 73 (April S6, 1777)- 
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designated to take put in tbe enterprise. Tb^ were 
to rendezvons at Abaoo, one of tbe Bahama Islands, 
Jnlj 26, the senior ct^tun was to take command 
08 commodore, and diey were to hold a cooncil of 
war and decide upon the best cruising grotmd, the 
most effeotoal disposition of their ships, and a code 
of signals. " The Commodore or Conncil of war ate 
empowered to order or do anything they may think 
necessary or essential to enable tbe Squadron to per- 
form the intended Serrioe, whether pcnnted oat by 
the Committee or not." All information obtained 
r^arding the Jamaica fleet must be reported to the 
oommodore. " These things done, and tbe sooner 
they are aoctnnplished tbe better, tbe Sqoadnm most 
weigh and sail onder tbe Signals and Orders of the 
Commodore to the appointed Station, wbicb we sup- 
pose will be near the Havannab." While waiting 
for the Jamaica fleet the time shonld be spent in 
drill and repeating signals. " The men should be 
constantly exennsed at tbe Guns, and infinite puns 
taken on board every Ship to sweeten the Air and 
keep not only tbe Ship cleui but the Men so in 
their Cloathing and Persons. During this Cruize 
there is little doubt but Prizes will be tak&i by the 
Squadron before the Jamaica fleet appears and snoh 
may be sent into Greorgia or Carolina, but in doing 
this care must be taken that no ship is much weak- 
ened by sending away their men in such Prizes. 
Should they be of little value it may probably be 
best to bum them and encourage the seamen found 
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on board to eater OUT Service by offering them ahaie 
of Prize Moaej to be taken, Pay and allovanoe 
eqoal to those' already engaged, and assnnnce of 
good treatment." Inasmnch as "the main object 
of this enterprize appears the Jamaica Fleet, it must 
be t^ bnainesB of the Commodore to keep the Frig- 
ates tt^ther nntil he finds out the strength of the 
Convoy, and if it be sncb as he judges he oau cope 
with, with a toIeraUe prospect of soooesB, be is to 
make the proper diq)osition for attacking to the 
beat advantage and ei^age their ships of war, whilst 
all the smaller vessels aro emjdc^red in attacking 
and taking the Merchantmen. It most be remem- 
bered that the enemy generally send home for Con- 
ytyy such of their Ships of war aa have been long in 
ibib West Indies. They are frequently foul and ill 
manned, which are circumBtances favoorable for en- 
ga^g them, even if they should appear of superior 
force. If yon can but make Prizes of the Convey or 
any part of them, we think it will then be in the 
power of the Squadron to take any number of the 
Merchantmen, and sooh as cannot be maimed and 
brought into Port may be snnk or Burned. Should 
the Convoy consist of snch or so many Ships as it 
would be ioUj or rashness to engage, the Squadron 
in that case bad best to seperate and hover after the 
fieet ; for as we have little donbt but moat of our 
ships will outsail theirs, being cleaner, you may in 
this manner pick np avast many of their Merchant 
ships, altbo protected by Superior force." If after 
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this service the sqnitdroD should be too distant from 
the seat of govemment to receive fresh orders, " the 
Commodore most call a Council of war of all the 
Commanders with him, and any enterprize or expe- 
dition planned by that Council, that has for its ob- 
ject the service of the United States of America, 
to distress or disable the aiemies of these States or 
to Capture their Ships of war or Merchantmen, will 
meet our approbation & if executed with vigour, 
will merit the pnuse of all America. Our ship* 
should never be Idle. The Navy is in its in&ncy 
and a few brilliant strokes at this Era would give 
it a Credit and importance that would induce sei^ 
men from all parts to seek die employ, for nothing 
is more evident than that America has the means 
and must in time become the first Maritime power 
in the worid." ' 

The Andrew Doria, Capttun Isuah Bobinstm, the 
sloop Surprise, Captain Benjamin Dunn, and the 
My, Captain Elisba Warner, were ordered in April 
to dear the Cape May channel of British ships, and 
s little later the Independence, Captain John Young, 
waa instructed to warn vessels away from Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Bays. In May the Andrew 
Doria and Surprise, together with the Colnmbiu, 
Captain Hoysted Hacker, still blockaded in Nap- 
r^ansett Bay, were ordered to repair to the ren- 
dezvous at Abaco, where they were expected to meet 
the Bandolph and cruise after the Jamaica fleet. 
> Mar. Com. Lottr Beck, T8 (April 29, ITTT). 
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This jm>tiusiiig and -well oonoeiTed project seems 
never to hare been carried oat or even eatered upon, 
presumably because a infficient nnmber of vessels, 
especially frigates, could not be broagbt together,' 
The Randolph sailed some time during the sum- 
mer and early in September was off Charleston. 
Biddle reported : " I have the Pleasure to acquaint 
Yon that on the fourth of Sept. 80 Leags. S. E. of 
Charles Town Barr I met with and took, after a 
little Resistanoe, the True Britain, Thomas Venture 
Master, of twenfy ux-ponnders and seventy-four 
Men, the Brig Charming Peggy, Capt. Lycm, both 
Laden with Rum for the British Army and Navy 
and bound from Jamaica to New York, The Ship 
Severn, Capt. Henderson, of eight four-pounders, 
who had been taken by an American Cruizer on 
His passage from Jamaica to London And Retaken 
by the True Britain, Also a French Brig laden with 
salt going from the West Lidies for Charles Town, 
"Which Capt. Venture had made Rnze of. There 
was a small Sloop in Company with those Vessels 
that made Her escape, the Weather being Squally, 
whilst I was Manning the Best. I Arrived Safe 
here with my Prize the 7th inst. I hare not hud 
Claim to Salvadge for the French Brig, as I thought 
it would be most agreeable to Congress to give her 
up. . . . The Randolph's Bottom is very foul, hav- 

1 Mar. Com. Letter Book, 68, 60 (April 18, ITTI), 73 (April 
26, m:), TI, 78 (April 29, ITIT). 86, 68 (May 2, 1777), 90 (May 
18, ITTT), 91 (Mmy 16, 1777). 
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tng lain in this Port tlie three worst Montiu in the 
Year since We Cleared ; And Being apprehensive 
that the Womu will Ruin Her Bottom unless the; 
are soon destroyed, I have tbonght Prc^>er and am 
preparing to heave Her down. I shall be as expedi- 
tious as possible and hope to be Ready to execute 
any Orders You may Please to send by the Betum 
of the Express. I cannot omit telling Yon that My 
Officers have on every Occasion given me the great- 
est Satisfaotion. Two better Officers are not met 
, in the Service than Barnes and Mcdongall, My 
first and second Leiuta. And the Men I took from 
here behaved exceeding welL"^ The Marine Ctnn. 
mittee issued raders to Biddle, dated October 24, 
to proceed to France as soon as his ship could be 
made ready for the voyage. Upon his arrival there 
he was to report to the American Commissioners 
and await their directions, in the mean time mak- 
ing a short cruise in European waters, if it should 
seem advisable.* 

Captain Thomas Thompson, of the frigate Ba- 
leigh at Portsmouth, received instructions, dated 
April 29, to cruise against vessels bound to New 
York nntil June, but if he conld not obtain suit- 
able guns for his ship he was to proceed directly 
to Prance for them ; in July he was to open sealed 
orders. As late as May 22, according to informa- 

1 Pap. CoiU. Congr., 78, 3, 241 (Biddle to Morrii, SeptembM 
12, 1777). 

' Ibid., 337, 341 ; afar. Com. Lttter Book, 105 (Ootober 24, 1T77) ; 
Fart Folia, Ootob«r, 1806. 
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tion fumislLed to Admiral Hove, the Kaleigh had 
only six or ^ght of her thirty-two guns moimted. 
At this time there were at Portsmoatb, besides the 
&^te, the Banger and three or four large priva- 
teers. The keel of the America of seventy-foor guns 
had jnst bem Itud. It was nearly the middle of 
AngoBt when the Raleigh went to sea and set sail 
for Franoe. Probably she had received her guns by 
tiiat time and her voyage was in the servioe of C<m- 
gress and the American Commissioners at Paris. 
She was accompanied by the Alfred, Captun Hin- 
man, who had also received suling orders in April, 
which directed him after cmising in the Atlantic 
to retom to Boston for fresh instructions.^ 

The third day after sailing for Franoe a small 
schooner from New York was taken by the Ealeigh, 
on board of which Captun Thompson found " 275 
Spanish milled dollars, 18T counterfeited bills of 
SO dollars each, in imitation of the bills emitted by 
Congress May the 10th, 1775, and 40 counterfeited 
bills of seven dollars each, imitating the Massachu- 
setts sword-in-hand money s the whole making 4390 
dollars which I shall commit to the flames after pre- 
serving samples. The schooner being of little value 
we burnt her." The most important events of t^e 
passage are told iu Thompson's report, dated at sea 
September 28, 1777, in latitude 49° 35' north, lon- 
' Mar. Com. LetUr Boot, TO, 81, 84 (April 23, 29, 1777), 92 
(June 1, 1777),1 02 (September 6, 1777) ; Brii. Adn. Btc, AH. 4S7, 
Jane 29, 1777, No. 10; Rtmidc, 216 (list of BskiKh'i erev); N. 
B. Gtitetd. Btc, April, Jaly, October, 1905. 
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gitade 13° 13' west: "At daylight Sept. 2 we took 
ft BDOw called the Nancy, . . . being part oE the 
Windward Island fleet, which had outs^ed her 
^e day before. Having hy this oaptnre discoTered 
t^ situation of the fleet and fonnd that they were 
oonrc^ed by the Camel, Druid, Weazel and GraB»- 
hopper ships of war, the former a very large, lofty 
idiip, carrying twenty4wo 12-pounder8, ... we 
made sail in qnest of the fleet and next morning 
discovered them frcnn the mast head. At siui'Set 
we were near enough to dis^guish the leading 
ship as well as their number, which was sixty sail, 
bearing East by North ; the wind being then west, 
1 made a signal as being one of the fleet left 
astern, for I had possessed myself of the signal 
from the prize. I bailed Capt. Hinman and told 
him my intention was to run into the fleet in the 
momiog and attack the convoy, which I thought 
we were able to destroy ; I therefore ordered him 
to keep close under the Raleigh's stem until we 
oome alongside the Commodore, which ship we 
would both attack. UnlnckQy in the night the wind 
shifted to North ; the fleet then hauled up dose to 
the wind, which brought us to leeward; in the 
morning it came to blow fresh. At daylight we 
saw the body of the fleet bearing about N.E. at 
two or three leagues distance, steering E^a^ North 
East. We made sail and the Raleigh soon fetched 
up to the fleet under double reefed topsails, 
but the Al&ed, being tender^sided, could not cany 
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sail and tlierefore fell a great way to leeward aad 
aeteni. I could not take in any sail for fear of 
being disooTered to be a strange ship ; we there- 
fore kept our aaJia shaking in the wind, thinking 
the Alfred might come np, but Capt. Hinman made 
signal that his ship vas overpressed with saiL See- 
ing no chance of his coming np and being fearful 
ci being disoovered, I determined to make sail and 
stand into the fleet and take my chance alone. 
While we were laying to, most of the merchant 
ships had got ahead into Mie fleet ; however, I 
hauled in and passed a few of them and desired 
them to go under the Commodore's stem. By this 
they took us to be some British frigate which had 
joined the fleet. I stood on olose to the wind, mak< 
ing for one of the ships of war which was to the 
windward of all the fleet, repeating the Commodore's 
signals. Our ports were down and our guns housed 
and we shot up alongside within pistol shot ; then 
we up sails, out guns, hoisted Continental colours 
and bid them strike to the Thirteen United States. 
Sudden surprize threw them into confusion and 
their sails flew all aback, upon which we compli- 
mented tbem with a gun for each State, a whole 
broadside into their hull. . . . Our second broad- 
side was aimed at their ri^ng, which had its desired 
effect. ... In about a quarter of an hour all hands 
quitted quarters oo board the British man of war, 
we cleared her decks totally ; not a man was seen 
nor a gnu fired on board her for twenty minutes 
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before we left ber. She lay like a log alongBide of 
as entirely at the meroy of oar shot, wliich flew 
Tflry thick ; we fired twelve broadsidee, besides a 
constant fire from oar musquetty. We were along- 
side of her forty^ve minutes ; when we left her 
she seemed to be water logged and in a most shat- 
tered condition. Daring this little engagement my 
officers and men behaved with the greatest fortitude 
and resolution, partiealarly the green hands. . . . 
My intention was to sink the enemy's ship, if I 
could not bring her off, and I should have effec- 
tually sunk her in a few minutes more, oonld we 
have stud. Our firing had thrown the fleet into 0(m- 
fauon. A squall prevented them from seeing us at 
first ; when it cleared np, ooe was running one way 
and one another, some ap<m the wind and some 
before it. Their Commodore and the other ships of 
force tacked and stood right for ub, but had not 
the wind favoured him and we drifted to leeward, 
he could not have fetched us and I should certainly 
have sank the ship. However, I staid by her until 
he came pretty near, and we being in danger of 
being surrounded, I made sail and ran down to the 
Alfred, who was lying about four miles to the lee- 
ward. . . . When we had got pretty near the 
Alfred, I took in top gaJlant saUa and shortened 
sail to wait for the British Commodore, but he soon 
tacked and stood again into the fleet." ^ 

The vessel engaged l^ the Baleigh was the fonr- 

> AJnum, T, 403, 404. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1777 827 

teen-gun aloop of war Druid. According to the re- 
port of Lieutenant Bourchier of the Druid, " on the 
4th of September, in the latitude 40.33. N., lon^- 
tude 50.17. W., at half past four in the evening, 
we discovered a strange sail on our larboard quarter, 
bearing West and steering for as. We were then 
(from the irr^nlarity of the fleet) abotit five miles 
distant from the Camel, to windward, repeating the 
signal for the convoy to go under the Camel's stem 
and obliging those ships to bear down ; the Weazle 
at a great distance to leeward and out of our si^t. 
We cleared ship for action and turned all hands to 
quarters. At five o'clock she came within pistol 
shot, when I could plunly perceive her to be a rebel 
privateer mounting 38 or 40 guns, her decks and 
tops full of men. She hailed and desired ns to strike 
to the honour of the Congress's colours, hoisted her 
ensign, and began to engage. The first broadside 
sent a shot throngh Captain Carteret's thigh bone 
and killed the master. I then took the command on 
the quarter deck and continued the action. At half 
past five she came dose alongside and kept an irr^pu- 
lar but very hot firing. At six she made sail ahead. 
I attempted to do the same and keep her broadside 
on, but the shattered condition of the rigging ren- 
dered the B^ls almost useless to the ship. As the 
head-sails only were of service, we edged away and 
kept her nearly on our bow till twenty minutes past 
six. She then had the wind abaft, sheared <^, hauled 
down her cotonrs, and made saiL I attempted to 
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wear ship and rake her, but the ngpng being en- 
tirely shot to pieces, codU not bring her round. I 
th^i tried to make That sail I could and ptmae the 
enemy, bat fonnd most of &e masts and yards 
wounded^ . . . with four feet ten inches water in 
the hold. At^balf past seven we brought to, with 
our foresail and mizen on onr larboard tack, to plug 
the shot holes between wind and water, clear the 
wreck and pnmp the ship ont. I then perceived 
another rebel privateer laying to, bearing S. S. W. 
Hx or seven miles off, and l^ her appearance I 
suppose she mounted about 20 gnus. The Camel 
was th^i in chace abont two or three miles distant ; 
soon after, the Weazle spoke to us and gave chace 
also." I 

Conditions on board the Camel, the British ochu- 
modore's ship, are set forth in her log. "Fresh 
Breezes & Sqnally Wr. At 1 p.h. fired 2 gnns & 
made the Signal for the fleet to come under oar 
Stem ; the headmost Vessels paying no attenticm to 
the Signal, Fired 3 Shott at them to bring them to. 
At 5 fresh Breezes & ilaxy Wr. Heard the report 
of a No. of Gnns fired in the No. Wt. Quarter, wbidi 
we imi^ned was an Action, from the unmoal quiok> 
ness of their Kring. Wore Ship with all possible 
speed & stood towards the report, when the Haze 
dispersing, we perceiv'd His Majesty's Sloop Dmid 
in close engagement with a huge Rebel Priva [teer] 
of 86 Guns, which she Beat off & upon perceiving 

> Alwum, T, 402. 
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us to be in chase of her, made off under all the Sail 
she ootdd possibl; Crond, as did another Bebel priva- 
teer vhiflh lay to I^eeward of Her. Continned in 
Chase of them till Kight, when we lost sight both 
oi them & the Convoy," i 

The Baleigh's loss was one hilled and two wouided. 
The Druid had six killed and twenty-six wounded, 
of whom five, including the captain, died of their 
wounds. The Raleigh and Alfred followed the fleet 
several days, but without again exchanging shots 
with the enemy. Thompson says: " We have since 
challenged him for three days snccessively to come 
out of his fieet and engage us, but he declines l^e 
challenge. Himself and the other armed ships keep 
close together a little astern of the fleet and fine 
weather favours them ; we wait for a storm and then, 
if any advantage offers, intend to make the best use 
of it, but we must not venture among them as they 
are now prepared, neither can we trust to the Alfred's 
Buling. Had she been a stiff ship and sailed equally 
well with the Baleigfa, we should in all probability 
have destroyed the convoy and dispersed the whole 
fleet, badly manned as we are, having only 180 men, 
chiefly green hands. I cannot tnist to working the 
ship were I to go into the fleet, but if the enemy 
will attack where we have room, we are able to 
defend oursetves or destroy them. I could at first 
have cut off several of the merchantmen, but must 

> Bril. Adm. Btc, Capfotni' Logs, No. 1S6 (log c^ the Camel) ) 
alio No. 4172 Oag of the Drnid). 
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by that means have bees disoorered and thereby 
have lost oar dianoe at the Kill's ships ; and I am 
determined never to war against merchantmen where 
I have an opportonify of waring against the King. 
I shonld have preferred sinking that ship to the 
richest capture in the fleet." These excuses seem 
inadequate. John Pan! Jones found the Alfred 
capable of giving excellent service. If Thompson 
had been an enterprising officer, it is difficult to 
believe that he would have allowed this rich fleet to 
get away without leaving a single prize in his hands. 
As to warring against merchantmen, American 
commanders had express orders to pursue fle^ 
under convoy and make as many captures as possible. 
The ships and cargoes were needed by the impover- 
ished Continental government, and every blow struck 
at the enemy's commerce helped a little to turn the 
scale in this closely contested war. In doe time 
the Balmgh and Al&«d arrived in France ; also the 
sloop Independence, Captain Young, which had 
been sent oat with dispatches.^ 

Early in the year 1777 the sloop Revenge, Amer- 
ican privateer of ten guns. Captain Joseph Shef- 
field, craising to the windward of Barbadoes, is 
reported to have fought four hours with two British 
ships, each carrying fourteen guns, and to have 
captured one of them. The ship Thomas, a prize of 
the Revenge and presumably this same one, was re* 

1 Almm, T, 401-406; Mar, C<m. LaUr Boot, 99 (to CapWa 
Toang, Jnly 6, 1T7T). 
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captured by the sloop of war Unicom wliile ninniiig 
into Newport, not knowing it was occupied by the 
British.^ The report came from New York, March 
24, that within two months the British men-of-war 
stationed about Chesapeake and Delaware Bays had 
taken serenty American ships and privateers.^ The 
frigate Pearl fell in with the privateers Teaser, 18, 
and Besolatioo, 14, with a convoy of three mer- 
chantmen. An engagement of an hour and a half 
followed, when a gun on die Besolution burst and 
she struck. The Pearl also took two of the mer- 
chantmen, but the other and the Teaeer escaped.^ 

The British naval schooner Prince William, of 
eight guns, was captured, and her captain, writing 
from Boston Prison, May 18, says : " In my last I 
acquainted you of my auocess in taking American 
prizes, bat my fortune now is quite the reverse. On 
the 2d of this month, falling in with the Spy, an 
American privateer snow of 12 guns, my vessel was 
taken after an engagement of three glasses and 
brought into this port, where myself and crew are 
prisoners. Boston harbor swarms with privateers and 
their prizes ; this is a great place of rendezvous with 
them. The privateersmen come on shore here full 
of money and enjoy themselves much after the same 
manner the English seamen at Portsmouth and 
Plymouth did in the late war ; and by the best 

1 BoifoR OaxOte, Fabrqair 24, 1777 ; London ChromcU, Mmj S, 
1777; TTiUimnM'i Livtrpooi FrivaUen, 190-108. 

' London ChromeU, U&; 10, 1777. 

• Ibid., Jniw 10, 1777. 
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mformation I can get there are no less thau fifteen 
fomgn vessels lately arrived m tlie harbour with 
cargoes of various articles."^ 

A letter from Kantneket, dated May 15, gives 
this account: "The 11th inst. Capt. Simpkins, 
oommandei of the Fortune, Frovinrial ship of war 
of 22 guns, 4 oohoms, and 18 Bwivels, fell in with 
the English brig Boscawen, of 18 six-pounders, near 
this port, and after an engagement of upwards of 
an hour the latter was taken and carried for Bostcm. 
We saw the action, which was continued a oonsidei^ 
able time very resolute by both parties and seemed 
to us rather doubtfuL The Captain of the brig was 
wounded and the officer that was second in com- 
mand was killed."' 

On the 12th of July the ship Pole of Liverpool, 
in latitude 50" north, longitude 20° west, " fell in 
with the Tartar, a rebel privateer mounting 20 
nine-pounders on the mun deck, 8 four^poundets 
on the quarter-deck and 4 four-pounders on the 
forecastie, full of men, supposed two hundred at 
least. . . . She bore down on the Pole under 
English colours, enquired from whence she came 
and whether she was a King's ship. Being an- 
swered in the affirmative, tbe captain gave orders 
to boist the Thirteen Stripes and fire away, on which 
the engagement began and continued from five 
until about twenty minutes past eight, when the 

1 AlmtM, t, ITS; London Cknuudt, July 8, 1717. 
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privateer sheered off. Captain Maddock [of the 
Pole] had two mates and a passenger wounded and 
Bupposes that near one half of the people belonging 
to the privateer must be killed or wonnded, he hav- 
ing cleared their forecastle of men three different 
times and says he heard dreadful cries amtmg them. 
The Pole had 16 siz^poonders and only forty peo- 
jde, passengers included."^ 

Many privateers cruised in the West Indies, and 
besides those that came oat from the United States, 
some were fitted ont at Martinique under American 
commandets, with French and Spanish crews and 
commissioned by the American naval and commer- 
cial agent, William Bingham. Prices rose in the 
British islands on account of the large amount of 
property taken by Americans. Admiral Young, 
commanding the British station in the Leeward 
Islands, reported the captnre of many of these 
privateers.' The privateer Bevenge, Captun Isaac 
Freeborn, sdled from Martha's Vineyard for the 
West Indies December 9, 1777. " Aboot ten Days 
after, we fell in with a Privateer Schooner, gave 
her a couple of Shot and she nm. About 8 Days 
after, we fell in with and took the Ship York, from 
Glasgow bonnd to Barbadoes, laden with dry Goods, 

^ WilKanu, 206 (qaotinK » livupool paper). In Williimi'* 
lilt of LirerpcMJ jKivmtMM (Appendix it) the Pole !■ giieu 24 
gniu and 100 men. 

* Aimott, T, 141-143, 168, HI, 198, 199; BnUm QaxMt. June 
2, Ootober 13, 1777 ; Xonifon Ckromde, April 22, Aagnst G, 1771 ; 
Wmiaau, £00, 201. 
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some FroTigioiu, &o. whioh was sent into Martineco. 
Aboat 4 DayB after, fell in with a large English 
Shq> of 18 Gnns, which was too much for ns. We 
afterwards came across a Heet of about 100 Sail, 
to Windward of Barbadoes, but they being oon- 
Toy'd by 6 Frigates and it blowing a hard Gale, we 
oonid do nothing with diem. We then bore away 
for Martineoo, epntog our Mast and carried away 
our Tc^miast, but Incldly got in and found our 
Prize safe." ^ 

Under orders issued March 14, 1777, by the 
Massachusetts Board of War the brigantines Tyran< 
nlcide, Captain Jonathan Haraden, and Maasacha> 
setts, Captain John Fish, of the state navy, suled 
together March 24 on a cruise to the coasts of Ire- 
land, England, and France. The brigantine Free- 
dom, Captdcn John Qouston, had already sailed 
March 8, undw the same authorily and for the same 
cruising ground. April 1, in longitude 15° west, 
Clouston reported having taken three prizes. He 
arrired at Paimboenf May 1, having made twelve 
captures in all. April 2 the Massachusetts and 
Tyrannicide, in latitude 41° 30' north and lon^- 
tude 46° west, took the ship Chaulkly, and April 8, 
ten degrees farther east, the Tyrannicide toob the 
bark Lonsdale after a three hours' engagement, 

1 Biaton Gaxett^ March Q, 1T78. Fn farther Booomrta of pri- 
Tatoering ia 1777, see Coil. Usaex Intl., July, 1890; Continental 
Journal, Deoembn 26, 1777; Cmntetiaa OaxeUt, July IB, 1TT7 ; 
Limdon Chronidt, March 18, April 10, 17T7 ; Pkktnng M8S^ 
xrii, CO; SagagemnU bs 8ta and Land, 78, 70. 
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while Hm MasBEichasetts was chaang another ves- 
sel. Just two weeks after this, in about 48° north 
and 16° west, they " fell in with a fleet of 9 sail 
bound to the Westward, one of 60 &one of 14 Guns, 
Britiah Ships of War, with T Transports from Ply- 
month for New Yoik. Being a Fzesh gale we oonld 
not bare down on them ; however, finding one Brig 
to lay a stem, we took the liberty to take her under 
Convoy. She had on board 6S Troops, Hessens 
Chussers, with their scoonntrements compleat."^ 
The Massachusetts arrived at Nantes May 21, and 
Fisk reported : " I have not the pleasure to acquwnt 
you that the Tyrannicide is here with me, but am 
sony to acquaint you that on the seventeenth In- 
stant at Nine in the Morning we gave chase to a 
Ship standing to the Eastward and came up fast. 
At three got within two miles of the ship, then saw 
three Sail \a the N. E. bearing down to ua ; one of 
said Sail brought our chase too & hoisted English 
colours. I bore away and made sail from them ; the 
Ship gave me chase. Capt. Haraden bore away also ; 
the ship came up with us bat. At Nine at Night 
I haul'd my Wind ; Capt. Haraden bore away before 
the wind. At half after nine, lost sight of Capt. 
Haraden and soon after, lost sight of the Ship. At 
ten, saw three flashes of Guns, which I suppose the 
Ship fired at Capt. Haraden and I am afr^d the 
Ship took him, as I have not heard nor seen any- 
thing of him ranee." ' Fisk had taken eight prizes 

< Jr<ut. AnA., em, 106. « Und., 216. 
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sinoe kaving Salem. He sailed tor home in June, 
liaving on Iward fonr passengers, including General 
Pulaski. Jnly 12, from a schooner Fisk learned of 
Haradeo's safe arrival at Bilbao, after having heea 
obliged to throw overboard gnns and stores to es- 
cape the British ship. The Massachusetts arrived at 
Marblehead July 23, for^-fonr days from Nantes. 
The Freedom bad arrived at Boston two weeks 
earlier ; she had taken sixteen prizes, of which six 
had probably been retaken. The Tyransicide came 
later, getting into Boston August 80.^ 

In the MasBaohusettB Council, Angnst 6, 1777, 
the following measore was adopted : " Whereas our 
Bnemies have several small Cruisers upon this Coast, 
& even ia Boston Bay, whit^ have taken several 
of our Coasting Vessels & greatly Obstructed our 
Navigation ; And as the Continental & State Ves- 
sels, ae also most of the Private Vessels of War, 
'are improper to be employed for Clearing the Coast 
of these Vermin, therefore Reserved, That the Board 
of War be & they hereby are directed, without De- 
lay, to take such Measures for taking or destroying 
all such Cruisers as aforesaid, as they shall judge 
most proper." ' The day before, the Board of War 
had instructed Captain Fisk, who had returned 
from France two weeks before, to cruise in the 

1 3f(M5. ^rc*., oU, 415, 416, clu, 134, 135, 144, 160, 16E, ITS, 182, 
189, 210, 220, 230, 271, 292 ; Bwton Gotefte, June 2, S, Jnl; 14, Sep- 
tembarl, ITH; (7imtM«neaI Jbwno/, Judb 12,1TT7; London Chron- 
icle, Ma; S, 1777 ; MattachustOt Mag., Apnl, Ootober, 1908. 

' IStui. Arch., Banliaionars SolU, xUt, 263. 
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track of homewanl-boimd West lodiamea and " to 
use your atmoat Endeavoars to take, bom, sink & 
destroy all armed and other Vessels, together with 
their Cargoes, belonging to the Subjects of the 
King of Great Brit^, Enemies to the United 
States of America & the natural Bights of Man- , 
kind."^ Captain Fisk soon set sail agun in the 
Massachusetts, and on the afternoon of August 19 
" saw three sail to the Eastward. We gave diase 
[and] at 4 found them to be two Schooners and a 
Ship. We soon saw the two Schooners was attack- 
ing the Ship & after a few shot they fell a stem 
and the Ship tack'd & made s^ for as. At 5 we 
came up to the Ship & found she wore British 
Colours ; we gave her a Broadside [and] she struck 
to the American Arms." ^ This was the ship John- 
son, bound from Liverpool to New York, and the 
schooners were the privateers Speedwell and Active 
of Boston. August 31, in latitude 86° 28' north, 
longitnde 61° west, the MassachosettB fell in with 
a vessel bound from St. Christopher to Belfast, 
which had suled with a British fleet of a hundred 
and thirty sail under the convoy of four men-of-war. 
This was probably the same fleet that the Baleigh 
and Alfred fell in with a few days later. At this 
time Captain Fisk had three Massachusetts priva- 
teers ornising with him; they were the schooner 
Dolphin of Marblehead and the brigantines Hamp- 

1 Kau. AreL, oli, 426. 
' lad., oUi, 271. 
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den of Salem and Glonceater of Cape Ann. In 
October, Fisk reported tlie capture of two brigs.* 

The brigs Tyrannicide, Captain Haraden, Haz- 
ard, Captun Simeon Sampson, and Freedom, Cap- 
tain Cloncton, cruised during the fall. The Hazard 
had just been added to the Maatachnsetts navy. 
The brig Independence had been oaptared bj the 
enemy in the spring ; and in September or October 
the Freedom waa taken by the British frigate 
Apollo, and Clouston was sent to the prison-ship 
Felidty at Kew York. Begnlations for the govern- 
ment of the Massachusetts navy, based on those of 
the Continental navy, had been adopted in March.* 

The waters about Nova Scolia and Newfound- 
land were a favorite cruising ground, during the 
Bevolation, for the armed ships and privateers of 
Massachusetts and other Kew England states, and 
many visits were pud to the Grand Banks and to 
the comparatively defenseless shores of those pro- 
vinces. Admiral Montaga wrote from St. John's, 
Jane 11, 1777: '*The American privateers have 
been very tronUesome on the banks and have com- 
mitted great depredations among the fishermen, 
notwithstanding I have dispatobed the men-of-war 
as they arrived to the different parte of the fishing 
bank to cruize for their protection. It gives me 

> Mait. Arch., elii, 330, 863, 891 ; MatnuAuttU Uag., Octotwc, 
1908. 

*Matt.Arek.,aa,4S/i,<Sa.AU, diii, 2. 3, oItu, 93, 103, 113; 
ilau. Court. Bee., MmhA 21, 1777; MattaehuMtU Mag., April, 
July, 190S, JaDoary, April, 1909. 
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great concern to be obliged to inform your Lioid- 
Bbip that the privateers omizing in these seas are 
greatly superior in number and size to the squad- 
ron under my command and without a large force 
is sent out to me, the bank fishery is at a stand." ^ 
In August, Commodore Collier having learned of 
a pit^ected expedition against Nova Scotia from 
Machias, luled for that place with the Kaiubow, 44, 
the frigates Konde, 82, and Mermud, 28, and the 
brig Hope, 18. An important object of the enter- 
prise vaa to serve as a diversion in favor of (General 
Bui^yne, then approaohiug Saratoga. Collier's 
squadron arrived in Maehias fiay on the 13th and 
the frigates anchored, as there was not water enough 
for tiiem to ascend the river. The Hope, however, 
was sent up, and a contemporary account says that 
her commander, Lieutenant " Dawson, kept under 
Way till he came opposite a Breastwork thrown up 
about half a Mile from the Town, garrisoned with 
only twelve Men, when he saluted it with a Broad- 
side which was returned from a two-Founder and 
two Swivels several Bounds, when Dawson sent his 
Boat to go ashore, but a few of our Men being in 
Ambush just where they were about to Land, as soon 
as they came within Musket-shot an Indian, who de- 
sired the first Shot, fired and kitl'd the Man at the 
Bow Oar, when they immediately put back for the 

1 Bu^/ord-BiKivWt MSS., 60 (ilonta.ga to OernuUn). The " pri- 
Tktoen " vbioh mtat vonied tha mdminl mt thii tima wsn tha 
f^ataa BaiMKHk and Boatoo. 
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Brig. After whidi a Number of Boats with aboat 
SOO Marines and Mariners went ashore and bnmt 
two I>welliQg Honses, two Bams foil of Hay and a 
Grist Mill Bj this Time about 160 of the Militia 
had Mustered, who attaok'd and drove the Enemy 
off ; on seeing which, Dawson weigh'd Anchor and 
was endeavoring to get down, when he lackilj ran 
a-ground and our People attacked him, with Small 
Arms only, so warmly as not a Man durst shew 
his Head above Deck till the above Boats came to 
tow him off, which our People beat off, having 
hilled npwaxds of 60 of the Enemy ; and 't is thought 
that if a very thick Fog bad not arose, they would 
have near KUl'd all the Enemy, if not destroy'd 
Dawson. Our Loss was only one, Mr. James Fos- 
ter, Killed, and Mr. Jonas Famsworth Wounded, 
though not dangerous." ^ The British reported a 
loss of three killed and eighteen wounded. The 
squadron, having accomplished little, got under 
way a few da^ later and sailed back to TTalifnT. 
Collier was much criticized for the failure of this 
expedition, which, according to General Massey, 
the commander at Halifax, " might have prevented 
the Misfortunes that attended Lt. Oenl. Boi^yne'a 
Am^." Collier claimed a victory, saying that he 
took a fort and Uiwarted American designs against 
Nova Scotia.' 

1 Seitm Oatttte, September 8, ITTT. 

» Almm, iT, 130, 140 j Aaa-. HUl. Ba,.. x (October, 1904), 69 : 
CtU. Umne Hit. Sae., April, 1895 ; Proc CaaUridge Hitt. Sue, 
v<1910), 70,71; JT.f. ifa^annc, Angiut, 1806; XBgagattaa$bf 
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Grenflral Howe took possession of FMIadelpbia 
September 26, 1777, and Admiral Howe, who had 
brought the British fleet aronnd from the Head of 
Chesapeake Bay after landing the army, arrived in 
Delaware Bay October 4, an advanoe-aqnadron of 
his fleet having preceded him. The Americans, 
however, still held the defenses ctf Uie river, which 
prevented the British fleet from approaching the 
city and establiBlmig the commnnicBtionB neoessaiy 
for supplying the Brituh army. These defenses 
consisted of forts, obBtmotions, and vessels. On a 
small island near the west bank of the river just 
below the month of the Schuylkill was situated 
Fort Mifflin, and opposite, at Bedbank, New Jersey, 
was Fort Mercer, while three or fonr miles below 
' this, at Billiogsport, New Jersey, was another fort ; 
and halfway between these last two was a battery. 
The obstructions were planted opposite this lower 
fort and also between Forts Mifflin and Mercer. 
They were heavy frames of timber or chew^ae-de- 
/rite sunk in the bottom of the river, from which 
projected beams sharpened and shod with iron, 
pointing downstream. Of the floating defenses Uie 
Continental navy furnished the new frigate Dela- 
ware, of twenty-four guns, and the Andrew Doria, 
Hornet, Wasp, Fly and Raceliorse, with posnbly 
the Mosquito and Sachem ; also the xebecs Be- 

Sta and Land, 106 ; Ht'd. Man. Com., Amer. 1£SS. in Bogal Lot., 
ii, IH, 20» 0lf»Hr to Hove, Norember 26, 17TI, Much 15, 

1778). 
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pnlM and Gluunpion. The Fennq'lvams navy oon- 
tribated to the cauw its whole fleet : the ship Mont- 
gomery and over forly smaUer craft, inoladiag gal- 
leys, armed boats, floatii^ batteries, and fiieahipt. 
The frigates Washington and Effingham were up 
the river, above Fhiladdphia, were still nnfiniahed, 
and could be of no service. The combined Conti- 
nental and state fleet was onder the command o£ 
Commodore John Hazelwood, of the Pennsylvania 
navy. The British fleet engaged comprised two 
ships of sizly-four gnna each, one of fifty gnns, one 
forty-fonr, two frigates, and a nnmber of smaller 
vessels, indoding a sHp which carried rixteen 
twenty-fonr-pounders. Howe's flagship, the Eagle, 
of sirly-foiirgimB,reniainedbelow,oppo8ite Chester, 
Immediately npon' occupying Philadelphia the 
British erected batteries along the river-front for 
tiie defense of the d^. The frigate Delaware, Cap- 
tun Alexander, and a number of smaller vessela 
prcHuptly advanced and opened fire on the batteries 
before they were finished. The Delaware anchored 
widiin five hondred yards, and onfortunately, on 
the ebb tide, she got agronnd and was exposed to 
such a heavy fire from British field artillery that 
Alexander was induced to strike his flag and the 
frigate fell into the enemy's hands; by far the 
Btrcmgest American ship in the river was thus lost 
at the veiy outset. The advance-squadron of the 
British fleet, led by the Hoebuck, 44, eame up the 
river as far as the lower obstructions soon after 
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October 1. On tliat day the fort at Billingsport, 
being weakly garrisoned, was abandoned by the 
AmericanB on the approach of a detachment of the 
enemy's army. Two days later the fort was taken 
possession of by the British ander the Sre of Ameri- 
can galleys. Meanwhile the ships had been and con- 
tinued to be attacked night and day by Ameri- 
can fire-rafts and galley and were forced to drop 
lower down the river. The log of the frigate Idver- 
pool for October 1 says: "At 7 P.M. the Bebeb 
sent a Leu^ Fire Raft down the Siver to bom va 
& from their Chtllies flr'd Several Shot at us; 
weigh'd & Dropt a Little lower Down & fir'd a 
nmnber of Shot at their Gallies." The same log 
mentions nine fire-rafts being sent down the river 
under cover of galleys on the night of October 14, 
and other l<^note frequent instances. There seems 
to have been little difficully in grappling these rafts 
from boats and towing them ashore. Beset with snch 
impediments die British proceeded to remove the 
lower chevawB-de^nse and finally succeeded in cut- 
ting away a part of it, affording a passage for their 
largest ships. On October IS this passage was made 
sevente^i fathoms wide, and on the 19th the channel 
through the obstruction was buoyed. 

By the 22d the fleet bad warped through. Late 
on that day three battalions of Hessians under 
Colonel Donop assaulted Fort Mercer at Bedbank, 
but were repulsed with heavy loss by the garrison 
of six hundred men under Colonel Christopher 
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Oreene ; Dooop waa mortally voimded. The British 
attempted to ud this assault hy sending some of 
tlinr resaels np to bombard the fort. The Angnsta, 
64, the Roebuck, the frigates Feturl and Liverpool, 
the sloop of war Merlin, and a galley *' vork'd up 
the Siver in order to engage the Rebel YesBels and 
prerent their firing on oar Troops, who appear'd to 
be much gall'd from the Enemies Shipping ; ^ past 
5 the Rebel Galleys &c. began firing on us, which 
vas retum'd by the Roebuck, Augusta & Comwal- 
lis Ghdley."' The British Bhips were checked 
by the American fieet, which also greatly annoyed 
the Hessians during dimr advance and retreat. 
During the night the Augusta and Merlin got 
aground. Early the next morning, October 2S, Fort 
Miffl in was attacked by the British fleet and by 
batteries thrown up on the Pennsylvania bank of 
the river. Aided veiy effectually by the American 
fleet, the fort made a successful resistance. About 
ten o'clock the Augusta took fire, in what way is 
not certainly known ; she blew np about noon before 
all her crew could be saved. The Merlin was set 
on fire and was also destroyed. Commodore Hazel- 
wood, in a report to the president of Pennsylvania, 
says : " On the 22d, about 4 o'clock, the attack was 
made on the Fort at red bank, in which a part of 
our Gall^ was engaged in flanking the Enemy 
round the works and was of great use there ; the 
rest of the Galleys and floating batteries vr&n at 

' Logo/ the Pearl. 
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BUlingBport some time before. The ships that came 
was the Augusta, a new 64, the Boebuck, 44, two 
Frigates, the Merlin, 18 guns, and one Cialley of a 
32-ponnder, all of which we drove down, and in 
going down the Augusta and Merlin ran aground 
below our upper chevaux de frise, which we dis- 
covered early in the morning of the 23d. I immedi' 
atedj hoisted the signal to engage them and soon 
i^r, the engagement became general. We had en- 
gaged oar 12 gaUeys and the two floating batteries 
and all behaved extremely well; the rest of our 
Sleet could not be brought timely to act with ns. 
We had against us the Angusta of 64, who had 
her broadside below and aloft constantly playing 
on us, with the Boebiick and two Frigates and 
their Gall^ ; and had the Boebnck lud fast, she 
would have shared the same fate, but she was 
drove from her station before the Augusta got on 
flre."> 

After this repulse the British erected more power- 
fnl batteries on the shore opposite Fort Mifflin and 
mounted on them heavy guns from the fleet. A 
seoond attack was made November 10. On the 15th 
the fleet came up for a general assault, and the 
armed ship Vigilant, mounting sixteen twenty-four- 
pounders, was brought into the narrow western 
channel within a hundred yards of Fort Mifflin. 
This stronghold was nearly destroyed by the tre- 
mendous bombardment that now followed, and dur- 
> Spark* U8S., 1, 108, 10» (Oelobei 29, ITH). 
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log the ni^t was evaotuted hj tbe garriaon, who 

passed over to Fort Mercer at Redbaok. Commo- 
dore Hazelwood and his officers were oritioized for 
inefficieQtDaTalsnpportgtventoFortMifflin. Lack 
of cordial oooperatioa between the Contineotal and 
Pennsylvania forces and between army and navy 
was doabtless the oaoae. A few days later Fort 
Mercer was also evacuated. TheAmeiican ffeetwas 
now left entirely without protection. Several of Ihe 
galleys and smaller vessels of the Pennsylvania navy 
ran by the dty in the night and escaped up the 
river. All the others were destroyed to prevent 
their falling into the hands of the enemy, who now 
completely controlled the bay.^ 

In December, David Bushnell made an onsao- 
oeasful attempt to destroy some of the British fleet 
in the Delaware by means of floating torpedoes. In 
his account of the affair Bushnell says : " I fixed 
several kegs under water, charged with powder to 
explode upon toaohing anything, as they floated 
abng with the tide. I set them i^oat in the Dela- 
ware, above the English shipping at Philadelphia, 

* AnDMx, di. ziis,six; rairi, i, 66-60; Broif/inf , elw. zn, 
zzriii-iziTll ; ^m<Mi,T, 126-430, 4W-60S; Amuiai RtgiMr, n 
(1777), 133, 184, 187-1S9; Pout. Arddvf, II, I ; Mag. Amtr. But. 
HMab, 1876 ; Uniud Stniet, September, 1890 ; Pttui. Uag- Sit*. 
andBingr., April, 1887, Apnl, 1002; Brit. Adm. Bk., Captain^ 
Lcgi, Noh 167, S93, 648, 676, 900, 031, 1100 <liigi of the Cbi<iU1«, 
B>Kla, UTerpool, Pearl, Somenat, StnnnlKilo, and Zebra), Matttn' 
Legt, No. 1638 Qog of the CamilU) ; Ptdctritig M88., t, 60. In 
Sort, and CriL HiiL, ^ eb. t, and in Bradford, aia intereiUiiK 
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in Deeember 1777. I waa nnaoqiuunted iritib tbe 
river and obliged to depend upon a geatleman vaiy 
imperfectly aoqwunted with that part of it, as I after- 
wards found. We went as near the sbipping as we 
durst venture; I believe tbe darkness of tbe night 
greatly deceived him, as it did me. We set tbem 
adrift to fall with tbe ebb upon the shipping. Had 
we been within sixty rods I beliere they must have 
&llen in with them immediately, as I designed ; bat 
as I afterwards found, they were set adrift much 
too far distant and did not arrive until after being 
detained some time by the frost They advanced in 
the daytime in a dispersed situation and under great 
disadvantages. One of them blew np a boat with 
several persons in it, who imprudently handled it 
too ftedy and thna gave the British that alarm 
which brought on the battle of the Kegs," ^ It was 
said that the British were apprehensive of farther 
attempts of the same kind. 

The Continental sloop Providence, Captain Bath- 
bnme, which bad returned to New Bedford in 
August, set sail again in Kovember and emised off 
^be coast of South Carolina. On a bright moonlight 
night a swl waa seen and " in a few minutes," says 
IJentenant Trevett, *■ she ran under our lee quarter, 
gave US a broadside without any courtesy and run 
ahead of us. Capt. Bathbcme ordered the boatswun 
to call all hands to quarters as still as he could and 

1 Amtr. PUiMoplacat Traiuaeiimt, It, 308, qootod in Clari, i, 
71. Sm Barry, 6a 
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not use his call. Tlie Privateer, as she proved to be, 
bore away and coining ap again was soon alongside ; 
we were all ready for them and as soon as they made 
the first fiaah, «e gave them a yankee welcome with 
a handsome broadside. They up helm and ran to the 
eastward and not having a man hurt of any conse- 
quence, ve made sail after them." The chase 
showed a lantern and " we knew by their throwing 
out that signal that there was an enemy not far off 
and we fired no more cannon at her, but we continued 
the chase and found we guned on her every hour. 
Day appeared and the lookK>at man reported a large 
ship under the land. . . . About sunrise we neared 
the Privateer so much that the Lieut, from the round 
bouse fired several times at us." His fire was re- 
tamed, "as he made a fine mark to be shot at, 
standing on the round house. We had not fired 
more than three shot before we saw him fall and 
instantly the Privateer got in the wind, and we were 
alongride of her in a few minutes, when we boarded 
her and fonnd it was her Lieutenant we had shot 
and he fell on the man steering at the wheeL . . . 
He had a handsome brace of pistols at his side when 
he laid dead on deck. We found five men badly 
wounded on board ; our shot went into one quarter 
and out through the other and she was badly 
shattn«d. The ship we saw to windward was a 
frigate and the officers of the privateer we captured 
were on board of her the day before and were to 
meet her next day off Charleston Bar. We got 
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BO far to tha eastward that we stood for George- 
town." 1 ISiere the Fiovidence remained until Jan- 
uary. 

Almost interminable delay seems to have been 
the universal experience in fitting out American 
men-of-war and enlisting their orews ; and the Ban- 
ger at Portsmonth was no ezcepdon. Captain Jones 
freqneuUy reported Ms ship in most respects ready 
for sea, but he says that with all his industry he 
oonld not get a single suit of sails completed until 
the 20th of October. He had perhaps less than the 
usual difficulty in enlisting men, and speaks of them 
as " an orderly and well disciplined crew ... of 
one himdred and forty odd." ' He finally set sail 
for France Nomuber 1. On the voyage he tot^ 
two prizes which he sent into Nantes and arrived 
there himself December 2. In his report to the Ma- 
rine Committee he says : " I found the Ilanger very 
Crank, owing to the improper qnalifr^ of her Bal- 
last and to her being rather over Masted, to rem- 
edy which I purpose to shorten her lower Masts 
and Sallast with lead.*' Her sailing "falls short 
of the general expectation for the Above reasons 
and on account of the foulness of her Bottom, which, 
except a partial cleaning in July, hath not been 
seen since she came off the Stocks."^ Jimes com- 

■ B. I. HUt. Mag., April, 1886. 

* JonetJIfaS., to Mania, Ootobw 30, 1777. Forkliatof theocew,. 
■ea Stnidc, 211. 

* Pqp.OHi(.GnV',BB,I37(JonBBtoHaTine,Commlttee,D«iBtii- 
txn 10. 1777). 
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manHmted at onoe with the Amerioan Commis- 
sionen, Franklin, Deane, and Lee, and forwarded 
the dispatches of the Secret Committee of Con- 
gress.^ 

In 1777, Congress, through ita Committee of 
Foreign Afftura, had begmi to interest itself in the 
question of extending the activities of the navy into 
distant seas. The hopeLesBness of coping with the 
British nary was becoming more apparent, and 
Tiskms of the wealth that might be secured from 
unprotected oonmierce appealed to the imagination. 
In Deoember, 1777, the Committee of Foreign Af- 
fairs suggested to the Amerioan Commissioners in 
Paris that they send some of the Continental frig- 
ates from France to the Indian Ocean, with the 
hope of interceptiDg England's China trade, l^iis 
project was considered impraotioable by the Com- 
missioners, who had, however, already advised and 
oontinaed to orge an attack upon the British whale 
fishery ofE the coast of Brazil and in the Arctic 
Ooeao. The whaling fleet was not only unprotected, 
bat was manned hy Americans, chiefly prisoners 
who had been given the choice of serving on these 
ships or on men-of-war. Notwithstanding these and 
other schemes, it does not appear that either public 
or private ships of war during the Bevolution, with 
> Sandi, 7D, 11; Joaa MSB., An^iut 17, 24, October SO, ITH, 
lettw* to Morn mnd HoTea; Pt^. Ctml. Congr., 58, 1S3, 137. 
(DsMmlMr S, 10, 1777, Janes to AT.n>ri<.Bn O 
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perhaps one or two antmportant exceptions, ever 
cmised farther from home than the West Indies 
and the coast of Europe.^ 

ui, 386 ; Ardavei de la Marine, 
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FOREIGN RELATIONS, ITTT 

Fboh the be^nning of tbe B«Tolntioit the eyes of 
America and of Fnmoe were directed towards one 
another across the sea. With instractions dated 
March 3, 1776, Silas Deaue was sent to France, 
where he was to seek an audience of the Comte de 
Vergennes, the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and attempt to obtiun military soppliea for the 
American army, to be paid for by Congress.^ In 
the very same month Vergennes reminded Louis 
XVI and lus ministers of the advanti^^ which 
France might derive from the quarrel between Eng- 
land and her colonies, and suggested the expediency 
of encouraging the Americans even to the extent 
of advancing secret loans of money and enpfJies. 
This advice on the part of Veigen&es was prompted 
by the report of a se<n:et agent who had been sent 
to America in 1775. A paper addressed to the King 
by Caron de Beaumarchais, an enthusiast in the 
American cause, also greatly influenced French pol- 
i(^ at this time. While this policy was plunly die* 
tated by antipathy towards England and fear of her 
growing power, it is nevertheless true that there was 

1 IFJorton, 15,78. 
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in Franoe, more or leas widespread, a warm sympa- 
thy with the cause of American freedom.^ 

The aid adranoed to the ContineDtal Congress 
by the French goremment was sent through Beau- 
marohais, and to make the transactions still more 
secret a fiotitioas mercantile house, under the name 
of Hortalez and Company, was reputed to carry on 
the bnsiness. In the summer of 1776 Beaumardiais 
recMTed from the French government a million 
francs and another million from Spain, to be emr 
ployed in aid of the Americans. Ships were par- 
chased or chartered for the transportation of mil- 
itary stores. Some of these vessels sailed directly 
for the United States and others to the West Indies, 
where their cargoes were discharged and exchanged 
for American produce, which was taken back to 
France. Martinique and St. Eustatins were the 
printupal depots for this exchange in the West In- 
dies. The chief staple in this traffic was tobacco, 
brought to the islands in Continental vessels which 
retomed to the United States with the warlihe 
supplies. A number of French officers also took 
passage in these ships, to volunteer in the American 
service. Some of the vessels were ready to sail in 
December, 1776, but were delayed by unforeseen 
obstacles. Of several ships (hat sailed early in 1777 
the Amphitrite was perhaps the first and arrived at 

1 Whartmt, I, eh. It ; Jtarr. and Crit. Hitt, tu, oh. i ; Do&iol'a 
Partk^atim da laFranet, i, cki. tu, Tiii; Hmrt'* Amtricm So- 
(UK, iz, oh. liL 
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Portsmouth in April with a Tsloable cargo and sev- 
eral officers. Nearly all these vessels seem to have 
crossed the ocean safely, but one of the earlier ones 
was oaptored by the British on her retom voyage, 
first and last, la^ amounts of clothing, artillery, 
inoloding field pieces from the royal arsenals of 
France, and other stores <tf all kinds found their 
way to America through the medinm of Hcntalei 
and Company.^ 

Silas Deane arrived in Paris in June, 1776, and 
was well reoeived by Yergetmea. He was the aole 
American ag^it in France until Arthnr Lee came 
over from England in December, closely followed 
by Franklin, who arrived in the Beprisal from 
America. These three had been appointed by Con- 
gross commissioners for the supervision and advance- 
ment of American interests in Europe. They weie 
instructed to purchase or Mre eight line of batde 
ships of seventy-four and sizty-four guns; also a 
frigate and two cutters. ' 

About tiie iBt of October, 1776, the Irttor of 
marque schooner Hawke, Captain John Lee, of 
Newburyport, arrived at Bilbao in Spun, having 
captured five English vessels which she sent back 
to America, keeping some of the prisoners. These 
perscms entered a protest through the Britiah con- 
sul at Bilbao. Captiun Lee was accused of piracy 

» TPiorton, {,399,870, 442,464, ii,l«, 171, 268,276, 328iSt«- 
Tena'i FaeMtmiUM. 152, 240, 26S, 1446, 1662, 1669, 1762 { XmuIm 
Ckromdt, July 17, 1777 ; CAanntn?, ui, 283, 284, 406-«)& 

» Jmr. Com. Congr., Oetobar 8, 22, 1776 ; Wharton, ii, 179, 117. 
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and irith his Twsel and crew -wae detuned in port. 
Deane having made application in liis behalf to 
Vergennes, the fVenoh goTemment interceded with 
Spiun vith the lesnlt that the Hawke waa released. ^ 
In November, 1776, a French vessel arrived at 
Alicante in Spain and reported having met, off the 
Sock of Lisbon, "a North American armed vessel 
which forcibly put on board of her 11 Sailors, part 
of crews belonging to two English vessels, which 
she had seized on 12th Nov. about 25 Leagues W. 
ofsaidlUtek. This Pirate is a sloop called the Union, 
belong[iug] to Gape Ann, of 10 Carriage Ouns, 8 
Swivels & 40 Men. Gomd. by Isaac Soams, she 
had capt 3 other ships, of which 2 sent to Cape 
Ann, another in ballast let go."^ 

The commercial house of Joseph Gardoqni and 
Sons of Bilbao had long had business connections 
in the American colonies, and daring the war the 
Bevotutionists had a firm friend in Diego Ghudoqni, 
the head of the house, who at the same time had 
influence with the Spanish court. His aid was ap- 
parent in obtaining loans from Spain and even more 
so in extending a helping hand to American ships 
of war and privateers cruising in European waters. 
He secured their friendly recepticm and the disposal 
of their prizes in Bilbao and other Spanish ports, 
generally with success during the earlier years of 

» Amaal Stgiater, lii (1T76), 261 ; WJuaton, a, 174, 175, 196, 
806, 379 ; BUvtiu, 587, 589, 590. 
' Brit.Adm.Bee.,CoBmU'Letteri,Tifo.38ST('S(nMahti2fi,m6). 
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the war at least, in spite of the strennong protests 
of the British amhassador at Madrid. His services 
were espeoiaUy important and Taloahle at a time 
when the Amerioaos raoBi needed friends in Eu- 
rope, that is hefore the French allianoe. Ko doabt 
he took an interest and, though keeping himself in 
the bao%roand, an active part in procuring the re- 
lease of the privateer Hawke, detained at Bilhao.* 
The Heprisal, Captun Wiohes, was the first Tea- 
sel of the Continental navy to arrire in European 
waters, although probably sevmd privateers besides 
the Hawke and Union had preceded her. The prizes 
tahen by the Reprisal on the passage over and 
brought into Nantes were probably the first Amer^ 
icfw captures sent into French ports. The Commit- 
tee o£ Secret Correspcmdenoe bad written to the 
American Commissioners in Paris : " We desire 
yon to make immediate application to the court of 
France to grant the protection of their ports to 
American men-of-war and their prizes. Show them 
that British men-of-war, under sanction of an act of 
Parliament, are daily capturing American ships and 
cargoes ; show them the resolveB of Coi^ress for 
making reprisals on British and West India pro- 
perty, and that our continental men-of-war and 
numerous private ^ips of war are most Buccessfolly 
employed in executing these resolutions of the Con- 
gress ; show them the justice and equity of this pto- 
I Triarf<»i,i,442,u,a92,808,8ie,40fi,424,BS3;C»anm>ff,ifi, 
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oeeding and surely they oaa not, they will not re- 
fose the protection of their ports to Americati shipg 
of war, privateers and prizes." They were also, if 
possible, "to obtain leave to make sale of those 
prizes and th«r caigoes." If suecessful in these 
applioationa, they were to " appoint some person to 
act as judge of the admiralty, who should give the 
bond prescribed for those judges, to determine in 
all eases agreeable to the rules and regulations of 
Congress."' 

The arrival at Nantes of these first American 
prizes brought forth from Lord Stormont, the 
British ambassador, a vehement protest. In an inter- 
view with Veigeones, December 17, 1776, Stor- 
mont said be expected that the Reprisal's prizes 
would " be immediately restored to their owners ; 
. . . that it was a clear and indisputable Princi- 
ple [of the taw of nations] that no Prize can be a 
lawful one that ia not made by a ship who has 
either a Commission or Lettre de Marque from 
some sovereign Power." Yergennes replied that 
France must be cautions about exposing her trade 
to the resentment of the Americans, but that 
treaties with England would be observed. The 
Treaty of Utrecht, ctmoloded between France and 
England in 1713, expressly closed the ports of 
either power to the enemies of the other. Stormont 
said that England might have to issue letters of 
marcpie, because it was " next to impossible iox our 
» Whartm, ii, 179. 
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Frigates alone to get tbe better of tbe oiimberleu 
stnall American veasels with wHclt the Beu swarmed 
and which greatly distressed onr Trade. [He] 
added that the Diffloolt^ was considerably encreased 
by France and Spain receiving these Aimatenrs 
into their Porta, which was a step . . . never ex- 
pected, as it was the Oeneral Interest of all civilized 
Natitmstogive no llefuge or Assistance ti> Firates."^ 
On a later occasion Vergennes asked if such let- 
ters of marque would be authorized to search neu- 
trals, as to which Stormont was without the infor- 
mation necessary for a definite answer. Vergennes 
ms apprehensive of results that might follow 
to French Commerce, especially the shipment 
of supplies to America, from the inqnisitorial zeal 
of British privateers. A number of British agents 
were employed in France to collect intelligence for 
their government, and through them Stormont was 
kept advised of much that was going on. The trans- 
•ctiOTiB of Hortalez and Company were known to 
lum, and the connection of the French government 
with that establishment was doubtless surmised. 
The delay in shipping stores to America was chiefly 
due to the ambassador's protests and to efforts to 
elude bis vigilance. In reply to his complaints, 
January 28, 1777, abont tbe sailing of the Amphi- 
trite and other French vessels for America, Ver- 
gennes professed complete ignorance and promised 
to bring the matter to the attention of the King and 
1 Bimau, 1392 {Stormont to Weymouth, Daoembw 18, ITK). 
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his I^ime Minister, the Comte de ManK^ms. Soon 
after this Manrepas declared to Stormont that, 
while he had heard that scHne French merchants 
were intending to send doth to San Domingo wliich 
Americans might perhaps porohase there, he did 
not believe any military stores were being shipped. 
It was impossible, he said, to prevent private trade, 
bat an inquiry into the all^^ transactiims had 
berai ordered.^ 

As soon as she coold refit, after her arrival in 
fiance, the Keprisal saUed on a cmise in the Bay 
of Biscay and returned to L'Orient in February. 
On the 14th, Wiekes reported to the comauBsioners : 
" Tliis will inform yon of my safe arrival after a 
tolerable successful cruise, having captured 3 sail 
of Brigs, one snow and one ship. The Snow is a 
Falmouth Packet bound from thence to Lisbon. 
She is mounted with 16 guns and had near 50 men 
on board. She engaged near an hour before she 
struoh. I had one man killed. My first Idcut. had 
bis left tarn shot off above the elbow and the Lieut. 
of Marines had a maiquet ball lodged in his wrist. 
They had several men wounded, but none killed. 
. . , Three of our prizes are arrived and I expect 
the other two in to-morrow." ' In due time Stormont 
was informed of these proceedings and, February 
25, lie called upon Yergennes, intending to demand 

1 SUvtnl, 1418, 1427 (Stormant to Wejmonth, Juinar; 29, 
FebniaiT 6, 1777) ; Proc U. 8. Numd IiatUiOe, xxxrU (SeptetO' 
ber, 1911), 037, 938. 

^ Hale'i FnuMin in fhmcc, i, 114 
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" the Deliveiy of these Ships with their Ciews, 
Cargoes, Ac " ; but Hso French miniHter said 
" that immeiUatel; upon the Beeeipt of this News, 
a Resolution was taken to order the American 
Ship and her Prizes instantly to put to Sea and 
that orders were givea in Conseqaenee," and 
added that these directions had probably already 
been carried out. Ve^nnes also sud that iastmo- 
tiona had been issued " not to snfier any American 
Vessel to cruise near the Coast of France."^ On 
March 4, Stormont complained that the Beprisal waa 
still at L'Orient and that two of the prizes had been 
sold. Vergennes doubted the sale of these vessels 
and declared that the Beprisal had been ordered 
to sail immediately, although Capttun Wickes had 
asked to be allowed to make necessary repurs first. * 
Two weeks later Stormont sent a memorandum to 
Vei^ennes setting forth that the orders of the 
French government had been disr^ardedf that the 
Beprisal was still at L'Orient, careened and under- 
going repairs, and that all five of tiie prizes had 
been sold and must have been sold with the know- 
ledge and consent of the French commissaiy at 
L'Orient. The immediate departure of the Reprisal 
and the restoration of the prizes, which had all been 
add to Frenchmen, was demanded.* Vergennes 
admitted that if these prizes, sailing under French 

> Stevmt, 1438 (Starmont to W«jmoDtIi, Ftbrcuj 28, ITTT). 

• llnd., 1442 (MarehS, ITH). 

■ Ibid., 1483 (StcnnoDt to Vtigmmat, Hunk IS, ITTI)- 
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colon and manned l:^ Frenob crews, BLoald fall 
in with British omisers, they might rightfully be 
taken. " Property cannot be altered by such sales ; 
you would restore m the Bailors." ^ Throngh M. de 
Sartine, the Minister of Marine, an investigaticni of 
tiie affair was made, but no satdsfactoiy explanation 
of the oondemnation and sale of the prizes could be 
furnished.' Meanwhile the American Commission- 
era bad at the outset disclaimed reeponsibility. 
Febroaiy 20 they wrote: "We have ordered no 
Piizea into the Ports of fVanoe, nor do we know of 
any that have entered for any other purpose than 
to provide thenuelves with necessaries, un^ they 
could stui for America or some Port in £iirope for 
a Market. . . . The Reprisal had orders to cruise 
in Uie open Sea and by no means near the Coast of 
France." If she "has taken a Station offensive to 
the Conmieroe of France, it is without our Order* 
or Knowledge and we shall advise the Captain of 
his Error." They had been informed, they said, 
that the cruise had been on the coast of Spun and 
Portugal.' Li April they wrote to the Conunittee 
of Secret Correspondence of Congress that bring- 
ing the prizes " into France has given some trouble 
and uneasiness to the oourt and must not be too 
frequently practiced." * 

I > Bleoent, 1491 (Stormoiit to Waymond^ Mueh 19, 1777). 

* Ibid., 1536 (Sutine to Vergvoaot, iSaj 22, 1777). 

*ibid.,aii. 

* Wliarton, ii, 287. Sm TTukM's lattera in HaU, i, US, llt^ 
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An early move in tbe diiection of American ex- 
pansion and the acquisition of territoiy beyond the 
seas waa taken by the commiMioners in Paris irhen 
in January, 1777, tbe following warrant was issoed 
hy them to the Baron de Bnlleoonrt : " We the un- 
dersigned Commiaaonen Flenipoteoitiary of the 
United States of North America do in their Name 
& by their Attthorily take you into the Serrioe of 
the sd States as Chief of a Corps which yon are to 
raise & Conunaod agreeable to the Plan by yon de- 
livered, respecting the Islands of the ZafEarines, 
tmderatood to be disowned & deswted." The Zaf> 
farines were off the coast of Morocco. Bnlleoonrt 
was authorised to fortify and defend the islands 
and to raise the American flag and fight under it. 
He and his officers were to be naturalized as Amer^ 
ioan dtazens. To defeat this scheme it was proposed 
to tbe ^Jtish government to induce Morocco to 
seize tbe islands, whoi Spain would probably inter- 
fere and tbey wonld be occupied by one or the other 
power. Apparently the enterprise was soon aban- 
doned.^ 

Among the seafaring men who found their way 
from America to Europe during the Bevolation and 
entered tbe service of the commissioners was Sam- 
uel Niflbolson, a brother of Captain James Nichol- 
son. He reoeived the oommisBion of lieutenant in 
the CimtinentBl navy, and later that of captain. 

1 auvau, 4 (wamut), S4, 144 (P. Wtntirartk to EmI of Sal. 
(oik, Maroh, 8, G, ITTI), 651 <nu«). 
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Kioholson vas directed l^ Franklin, Janii&ry 26, 
1777, " to proceed to Boulogne and there purchafle, 
on aa good terms as possible, a cntter suitable for 
the purpose of being sent to America. . . . Should 
yoa miss of oae at Boulogne, proceed to Calais and 
pursue the same directions. If you fail there, pass 
to Dover or Deal and employ a person there to make 
the purchase." ' In pursuauoe of these instructions 
Nicholson got to England before meeting with suo- 
oese. Being in London he wrote to Captun Joseph 
Hynson, February 9, 1777 : " I came to town 12 
OCIock last Night, my Business are of such a n& 
tore wont bare puttg to Paper. Shall say nothing 
more, but expect to see you Immediately. I shall 
leave Town early the Morrow Morning, therefore 
b^^ You will not loose A Minutes time in Coming 
here, as I have business of Importance for you, 
woh must be transacted tliis Day."^ A week later 
Nicholson and Hynson were in Dover together and 
there evidently purchased a cutter, which was called 
the Dolphin and was to be used as a packet. Feb- 
ruary 17, Nicholson sailed her over to Cal^s. Hyn- 
son still remuned in Dover, but went over to France 
a few days later, apparently in a sloop which sailed 
the 22d. Lord North was promptly advised by 
one of his agents of the presence in Fngland of 
these two Americans. Hynson was a brother-in-law 
of Captain Wiokes, and was employed by Silas 
Deane in the mercantile affairs of the oommisuon- 
> Wiarten, U, 254. * 8ttv*n$, 9. 
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en. Hia zeal for the American cause was nnquea- 
tioned, bat all the while he was secretly in the ser- 
vice of the British goTemment. Lieutenant^olotiel 
Smidi, an Englishman, was intimate with Hynson 
and drew much information from him, which from 
time to time he forwarded to London. A number 
of agents were employed who watched the move- 
ments of Wiohes, Nicholson, and other captains, as 
well as of the American Commissioners in Paris, 
and reported'the doings of Hortalez and Company, 
the arrival ctf American vessels, and other items of 
news. The Massachusetts state cruisers Freedom 
and Massachnsetts, which arrived in the spring of 
1777,' were kept under observation, but as they 
had sent their prizes back to America, they did not 
80 much disturb the Englishmen in France.' 

William Hodge, a Philadelphia merchant who 
had come to France by way of Martinique with dis- 
patches from Congress, was employed by the com- 
missioners in the purchase of vessels for the naval 
service. On this errand he proceeded to Dankirk, 
where in April a lugger was bought which was 
called the Surprise.' Meanwhile Gastavns Conyng- 
ham, an American mariner of Irish birth, who had 

' Sm aboTfl, pp. 234, 23£. 

* SUeent, 12, 13, 23, 26, 28, 37, 147, 154, 168, 218, 670} Bak, 
J, 112, 113, 118. 

■ Wharton, ii, 162, 181, 261, 283, 287, 380. Dsane Mft theSnr- 
priu vu bonglit in Dover ; Conj^ham uy> in Dankirk. An ao- 
ooont in Nav. Iiut., xxxvii, 638, baaeA on the archiT« at Dim. 
kirk, diSan stii^tlr but not etMntiallj from the abore. 
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been sent out from Philadelphia to procnie military 
sapplies, had come to Dunkirk from Holland, hav- 
ing also visited London. He seems to have been 
recommended to the commissioners by Hodge as 
a capable man to take oommand of the Surprise. 
They accordingly filled out for bim one of the blank 
commissions they bad received for that purpose, 
signed by the President of Congress and dated 
March 1, 1777. The Surprise was fitted oat, armed 
with ten gnnB,and got to sea about the Ist of May. 
In a few days she returned to Dunkirk with two 
prizes, one of them an English mail packet from 
Harwich. The British ambassador saw Yergennes 
and Maurepas, May 8, and they were obliged to 
yield to his demands. The Surprise was seized, her 
captwn and most of his crew were put in prison, 
and the prizes released. Conyngham's commission 
was sent to Yersulles and was not returned to 
him ; it was alleged that the Fteuoh ministry en< 
deavored to persuade the American Commissioners 
to repudiate this document. Apparently the French 
were willing in this way to sacrifice Conyt^ham's 
good name in aid of their policy, which was to avoid 
a rupture with England until the time was ripe for 
it. However, they refused to deliver him in person 
to his enemies. Stormont recorded with satisfac- 
tion ; *' The Success of my application with regard 
to the Dunkirk Pirate has been highly displeasing 
to Franklin and Deane. They made strong Remon- 
strances, but were given to understand that there 
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are some thiogs too glaring to be winked at." ^ 
VergenneB wrote to the Marquis de Noailles, the 
French ambassador at London, that Conyngham*a 
prizes had been restored to the British, not " for 
love of them, but only to do homage to the prin- 
ciples of jnstioe and equity *' ; and that gratitode on 
the part of ^gland was not to be expected.* It 
was not long before the American Comntissioners 
proctued an order for the releau of Conjngham and 
his crew, bnt ao far as oonoemed the latter it was 
not at once executed for fear that the crew woold 
disperse, and they were needed to man a cutter 
which Hodge had purchased at Dunkirk. This Tea- 
sel was named the BeTenge and (gtrried fourteen 
guns. Meanwhile Stormout continoed to compbun 
that both in France aud in the French West la- 
di^ Teasels were fitted ont and maimed with French 
sailors under American oaptiuns, given American 
oommiBBions, imd Uien cruised i^ainst British com- 
merce. If boarded by a British man-of-war, the 
mews would all talk French and show French pa- 
pers and nothing could be proved against them. 
Vetgennes promised to have these abuses corrected, 
and Sartine, the Minister of Marine, issued orders 
to prevent the fitting-out of vessels with American 
commissions in the French West Indies. Vej^nnes 
tbou^t Stormont showed want of consideration in 
keeping spies in French ports." 

1 Slmau, 153S {to WajmoDth, Ha; 14, 1777). 

» Ibid., 1548 (Jone 7, 1777). ' 

• Rid., 1G9, 246, 800, 1G20, 1G30, 1B31, IMS, 1648, 1661, 15S2, 
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The ContineDtal brig Lexington, Captain Henry 
JohnaoQ, sailed from Baltimore, Februuy 27, 1777, 
and arrived in Franoe early in ApriL Johnson had 
been captured the year before in the privateer 
Yankee ^ and had escaped from a prison ship. Upon 
his return to America he had been given a Conti- 
nental oommiBsion. The American Commissioners in 
Paris nov planned to send the Beprisal, Ijezington, 
and Dolphin on a omise along the shores of the 
British Isles. Geoi^ Lupton, <Hie of the English- 
men in France engaged in vratehing the oourse of 
events, wrote May 13 to William Eden of the for- 
eign ofBoe in London : " I have at last with some 
certainty discovered the intended voyage of Nichol- 
son, Weakes & Johnson ; they have all sail'd from 
Nantes and mean if poseiable to intercept some of 
yonr transports with foreign troops, bnt in what 
plaoe or latitude cannot say." ' It is probable that 
the squadron did not sail quite as early as this. The 
orders for tlie cruise issued by Wickes, who was 
senior officer, to Johnstm and Nicholson were dated 
May 28. The ships were not to separate " unless we 
should be Chased by a Vessel of Superior Force & 
it should be Necessary so to do for our own preser- 
vation." In such an event "yon may oontiune your 
Cruize through the Irish Channel or to the North 
West of Ireland, as you may Judge Safest and best, 

1563,1066; A'(W.i'iu(.,zzxvii, 038-941; ^mim,T, 148, 146,176; 
Wiltiami, WO, 201 ; Pom. Mag. Hiit. and Biog., Jannair, 1889 ; 
Oatiook, Jamarj 8, 1903. 
1 See alMT«, p. 1S2. * Sterani, 168. 
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nntill ;oa Amve off the Isles Orkney and there 
Cruize 5 or G Days for the Fleet to Come ap & join 
yon. If tbey do not appear in that time Yon may 
make the best of your Way back for Bilboa or St 
Sebastian & there Hefit as fast as possible for An- 
other Cruize, informing the Honourable Conmiis- 
ffloners of your Safe Arrival and the Success of 
your Cruize." Prizes were to be sent into Spanish 
or French ports, all the prisoners having been taken 
out. " The Prize Master must not Eeport or Enter 
her as Prize, but as An American Vessel from a 
port that will be most likely to gain Credit accord- 
ing to the Cargo she may have on board. ... Be 
Very Attentive to your Signals and if you ahonld 
be taken, you must take Care to Distrc^ them. . . . 
Take oare to have all the Prisoners properly Se- 
cured, to prevent their Rising & taking your Ves- 
sel, & if you meet a Dutch, French, Dean, Sweed, 
or Spainish Vessel, when yon have a fj^tunber of 
Prisoners on board, I think it would do well to pat 
th«n on board any of those Vessels, giving as mudt 
provision and Water as will serve them into Fort. 
If any of your prizes should be Chased or in danger, 
they may Hon into the first or most Convenient 
Port they Can reach in France or Spun, prefering 
Bilboa, St SebastianB, L'Orient, or Nantz. ... If 
you take a prize that you think worth Sending to 
America, yon may dispatchf her for Some of the 
Northern Ports in the Massechusets States." ^ 
> Pop. C<aa. Cmgr., 41, 7, 146. 
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The Bqnadnm emised a month, and while they 
missed the linen ships which the; had hoped to 
capture, several prizes were made in the Irish Sea, 
and the Dolphin took a Scotch armed hrig after a 
half-hoar's engagement. Upon his return to France 
Wickes wrote to the Commissioners from St. Malo, 
Jane 28, informing them of his " safe arrival at 
this port yesterday, in company with Capt. Samnel 
Nicholson of the sloop Dolphin. We parted from 
Capt. Johnson the day before yesterday, a litUe to 
the east of Ushant. Now for the History of our 
late cmise. We siuled in company with Captains 
Johnson and Nicholson from St Nazaire May 28th, 
1777. The 30th fell in with The Fadrion [Foa- 
droyimt, 84,] about 40 leagues to the west of Bell- 
isle, who chased us, fired seTeral guns at the 
Lexington, but we got clear of her very soon and 
pursued oar coarse to the No West in order to pro- 
ceed round into the North Sea." The squadron 
fell in with several French, Portuguese, and Dutch 
vessels, and on the 19th of June, off the north of 
Ireland, they took their first prizes — two brigs 
and two sloops. During the following week they 
cruised in the Irish Sea and made fourteen addi- 
tional captures, compruing two shipB, seven brigs, 
and five other vessels. Of these eighteen prizes 
eight were sent into port, three were r^eased, and 
seven were sunk, three of them within sight of the 
enemy's ports. June 27 " at 6 a. m. saw a large 
shqi ofE Ushant; stood for her at 10 a. m. [andj 
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disoovered Iier to be a large ship of war rtanding 
for us; bore away and made sail from her. She 
chased ob till 9 p. m. and contiimed firing at as 
from 4 till 6 at night; she was almost within 
musket shot and we escaped by heaving our gnus 
overboard and lightening the ship. They pay very 
little regard to the laws of neutrality, as they 
chased me and fired as long as tiuiy dared stand in, 
for fear of ronning ashore." ^ One of the prises, 
taken in the Irish Sea and released, had been sent 
into Whitehaven full of prisoners, inotodtng a 
hondred and ten seamen besides a number oS women 
and children. During tiieezdting chase described by 
Wiokes the Dolphin sprung her mast, bat also got 
safely into St. Malo, and the Lexington into Mco^- 
laix. Lupton wrote to Eden, July 9 : " These three 
fellows have three of the fastest Sailing Yessell in 
the emjdoy of the Colonies and its impossiable to 
take them unless it Blows hard." ^ The sqoadron 
required refitting and the Beprisal a new battery.' 
An earlier visit of American cruisers to the coast 
of Ireland was reported in a letter from Galway : 
" Two American privateers [the Rover and Mont- 
gomery], mounting 14 gons each and as many 
swivels, put in here to procure some fresh provi- 
sions and water. On being supplied with such 
necessaricB as they wanted, for which they pud in 

1 Bale, i, 122. * SKmrj, 179. 

" HaU, 1. 120-124 ; Almon, t, 174, 17B ; Whartea, U, 379, 380 ; 
B<MM Gatettt, Ootobw 6, 1777; SUttm, 61, 154, 176, 178, 680, 
703, 1437, 1621, 1539. 
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dollars, Utey weighed anobor aad wkd, after be- 
ing ID ii» bay only 24 honrs. I>uring the short 
time the Captiuna were on shore they behaved with 
the greatest politeness. . . . The erews that came 
on shore witib them were dressed in blue nniforms 
with cockades and made a genteel appearance, bat 
were all armed with pistols, &e. They bad been oat 
from Fhiladdphia ten weeks and had taken only 
foor prizes, which they had sent to Ameiioa."' 
Another letter, from Kinsale, says : *' Two fishing- 
boats, who oame in here yesterday, bronght <m 
shore the crew of a ship taken by an American 
privateer oB Bristol ChanneL The privateer made 
a signal to the fishing boats, which they thought 
signified their want of a pilot . . . and accord- 
iugly went on board them, having sent the vessel 
the day before for France. The privateers' people 
behaved very well to the fishermen, paid Uiem for 
what fish they took, and the Captain gave them a 
cask of brandy for their trouble in coming on board. 
She was called the Besohition, mounted fourteoi 
guns and had one hundred and ten men when she 
left New England, but at that time not above 
eighty, on account of the number they had pnt on 
board their prizes, having taken five already." * 

The presence of American armed vessels in Brit- 
ish waters caused apprehension among the Knglish. 

I BattoH Qiaette, Jnaa S, ITTI; London CSrmucb, Hateli 29, 

im. 

\Almm, T, 174. 
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In April, vhile "WlokeB'a aqnadron was fitting oat, 
gtormont liad information, which he believed reli- 
able, that eight or ten French ships under American 
commanders were preparing for descent upon Great 
Britain and that Glasgow was likely to be attacked.^ 
" It is true," eays a contemporary chronicler, " that 
the coaats of Great Britain and Ireland were in- 
sulted by the American prirateeis in a manner 
which our hardiest enemies had never ventured in 
our most arduous contentions with foreigners. Thus 
were the inmost and most domestiG recesses of onr 
trade rendered insecure, and a convoy for the pro- 
tection of the linen ships from Dublin and Newry 
was now for the first time seen. The Thames also 
presented the unusual and melancholy spectacle of 
numbers of foreign ships, particularly French, tak- 
ing in cargoes of English commodities for various 
parts of Europe, the property of onr own merchants, 
who were thus seduced to se^ that protection, under 
tiie colours of other nations, which the British fiag 
used to afford to all the world." ^ Insurance rose 
very high, whiob of course was one inducement for 
English merchants to ship their goods in foreign 
bottoms. In July, 1777, the British Admiralty 
stationed four ships in the Irish Sea for the pro- 
tection of the coasts of England and Ireland.^ 
The British ambassador in France was fully in- 

1 SUrvtru, 1519. ' Annual Bejrirtcr, ni (1778), 36. 

> Wharton, '^iOS, 264,391; WiUiamt, 209. Tor rataa of in- 
■nrsBoe, m» ChantiiHg, tU, 389, note. 



=d by Google 



FOBEIGN BELAXIONS, 1777 273 

formed of the purchase and fitting-out of the 
Bevenge at Dunkirk and made strenuoua efforts to 
have the proceeding stopped. It was necessary, 
therefore, to use circumspection in managing the 
affair, and this Hodge did by making a fictitious 
sale of the vessel to an Englishman, who guaranteed 
that she would go to Norway on a trading voyage. 
Nevertheless Captain Conyngham and his crew of a 
hundred and six men, including sixty-six French, 
and, according to English report, " composed of all 
the most desperate fellows which could be procured 
in so blessed a port as Dunkirk," ' were pat on 
board. The Bevenge then hastily put to sea, before 
she could be detained in port or stopped off the 
harbor by an English captain who had threatened 
to seize and bum her. Conyngham had been ^ven 
a new commission, dated May 2, 1777, and instmo- 
tions " not to attack, but if attacked, at Liberty to 
retaliate in eveiy manner in our power — Bum, 
Sink & destroy the Enemy." The Bevenge sailed 
July 16, and the next day, the captain says, was 
" attadid, fired on, chased by several british frigatts, 
stoops of War & Cotters."^ She escaped, however, 
and made a cruise in the North Sea, Irish Sea, and 
Atlantic, taking many prizes. One of these was re- 
captured by the British, who found on her a prize 
crew of twenty-one, including sixteen Frenchmen. 

1 AlmM. T, 173. 

* Pom. Mag. Hitt. and Biog., Jtmurj, 169Q, Conraghuu'i 
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Couynglunt landod on the coast of Ireland for water 
and Moled for the Bay of Biscay, putting into FerroL 
From here and from Corona he cmisod BuooeBsfolly 
the rest of the year, sending his prizeB into Spanish 
ports.) 

The cnusei of tiie Beprisal, Lexington and 
Dolphin, and of the Berenge, hionght forth re- 
newed protests frmnStormont and more or less hune 
emues and pH«nises of increased Tij^lanoe from 
Teigemies. The latter reproached the Amarioan 
CommisBtimem for fiulnre to haep th«r oroiaerfl 
away bom French porta. They expressed concern 
at the ocmtinucd presence of these vessels in foi^ 
bidden waters, and explained that they had been 
driven in by the enemy's men-of-war. Hodge was 
arrested and thrown into the Baatile, where he was 
confined several weeks. He was well treated, how- 
ever, and finally released at the solicitation of the 
Commissioners. The Reprisal, Lexington, and Dol- 
phin were ordered to be sequestered and detained 
until BofBoient seonrity oonld be obtained that they 
wonid return directly to America. Bat inr^;ardto 
oaptnree Vei^ennes was indisposed to yield too br, 
and represented to the King that if he should ooh- 
sent ** to compel the surrender, without examination, 
oi the prizes that American privateers may bring 
into his ports, to the owners who may have been 

> PoDkATaf., Junazr, 1669; OiOoat, Svaarj S,190S: iTm. 
Iiii(.,xi>Tii,941, »42i AfPau, 200,274, 1006, 1560, ISOO, 16TG, 
1082, 1S89, 1003, ISH. - 
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despoiled of them, it will have the effect of declar- 
ing them and their coontiymen to be piratea and 
ses^iobben." 1 The account of England against 
France wai to a d^ht dqp»e offset by the case of 
an American sea captain in Cherbonrg wbo was 
enticed on board a Briti^ vessel in the harbor and 
then seized and carried off a prisoner.* 

After bung driven into port at the end of tli«r 
omise aroond Ireland, Captains Wiokes and John- 
son were employed several weeks in refittiag their 
damaged vessels, the Beprisal at St. Malo and the 
Lexington at Morluz. Tbe Dolphin was converted 
into a packet, for which service she had been par- 
chased in the first place. Stormont's demands be- 
came too innstent to be longer evaded, and in Jnly 
the oomminionerB issued peremptory orders for the 
Beprisal and Lexington to proceed direcdj to 
America and to omise no longer in European 
waters.' In September the shijM were ready for 
sea. Wiokes wished to make the voyage in company 
withJohnson.but they did not meet, and each siuled 
forth alone, marked out for disaster. The Beprisal, 
homeward bonnd, was lost on the Banks of New- 
fonndland and all on board, except the cook, it ts 
said, went down with her. Wi<^es'was one of the 

» aaww, TOe {Angiut 28, 17T7). 

* Ibid., 160, 701, 1062, 1574, 1S78, 1588, IGQl, 1604, 1506, 1S07, 
1646, 1654, I6Mi Wkartan, ii, 864, 306, 87S, STI, 381, 400 ; ^ov. 
lit., nxTn, &43-M7 { Adam M88., William HoCtmit to Adami, 
NautM, Septambn 29, ITTT. 8m ^mihi, iz, 201-241. 

* Sea Wiokei'B letton b Hitlt, i, 185-128. 
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best officers in thfl CoDtiDental navy and bis loss 
was irreparable. The Lexington, on S^tember 19, 
two days oat of Morlaix, fell in witb the British 
ten-gtm cutter Alert, Lieutenant Bazeley , who says 
in his report : " I gave ohaoe at five in the Morning 
and came up with him at half past seven, had s 
dose Engagement till ten, when He bore np and 
made Sul ; as soon as I got my Rigging to rights, 
again gave Chaoe and came np with Mm at half 
past one, renewed the Action till half past two, 
when he Struck." ^ The Lexington lost seven killed 
and eleven wounded ; the Alert, two killed and three 
wounded, one of them mortally. According to the 
log of the Alert, the Lexington carried fonrteen 
foup-ponnders, two sixes, twelve swivels, and eighty- 
four men. The Alert carried tea f onr-pounders, ten 
swivelB, and sixty men. Apparently on the author- 
ity of Richard Dale, an officer on the Lexington, it 
is bbH that she was short of ammunition, which 
would account for her striking to an inferior force. 
Several letters were captured on the Lexington, 
but the most important papers, including dispatches 
to Congress, were thrown overboard before the sur- 
render. A report, fortunately untrue, that Captain 
Johnson had been killed in the aotioo, added to the 
depressing effect of the ship's lose upon Franklin 
and other Americana id France.^ 

1 8ttma,ie06. 

■ Ibid^ 181, 70S, 1G72, 1683, laM, 18T7, 168G, 1S86, 16M, 1T08 ; 
AImm, T, SeS ; Brit. Adm. Bee., CapttUiu' Lag; No. 61 [log of 
Alnt); SoOmt Qttt^U, JatrauT 12, 1778 ; Part Folio, Jnna 1814. 



=dbvGooglc 



FOBEIGN RELATIONS, 1777 277 

Capt^ Hynson's serrice in the American caiue 
came to an end in the fall of 1777. During several 
previous months various plans for sending him to 
America with cargoes of stores and dispatches had 
been made by Deane, sod plots for intercepting 
him and taming his employment to the advantage 
of the British had been laid by Colonel Smith. 
Hynson was to have sailed as a poaaenger in March, 
and Smith made arrangementa to have his vessel 
captured socm after leaving port. Stormont feared 
tliat Hynson was too much nnder Deane's influence 
to be tnuted. Owing to various ciroomBtanoes the 
different plans made during the spring and summer 
fell through. In October, Deane sent to Hynson a 
packet Gontuning dispatches for Congress which 
were to be conveyed to America by a vessel com- 
manded by Capttutt John Folger of Nantucket, 
about to Bul from Havre. Hynson delivered the 
parcel to Folger as instructed, having first, however, 
removed the dispatches, which were tntned over to 
British agents. In due time this transaction became 
known to Deane, who expressed his opinion of it in 
appropriate terms in a Utter to Hynson. Upon his 
arrival in America, Folger was suspected of the 
theft, which was then first discovered, and he was 
keptinprison about six months. Deane was suspected 
by Arthur Lee, and this circumstance may have 
served to protect Hynson. These intercepted let 
ters, leather with those captured on the Lexing- 
ton, gave the British a good deal of information 
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about the Americ&n Commissioners' plans. Shortly 
before this another vessel with dispatches from 
Congress to the commissionera had narrowly escaped 
capture and the dispatches had been thrown OTer- 
hoard.' 

The Continental sloop Independence, Capttun 
Young, arrived at L'Orient late in September and 
disposed of two prizes before the English had time 
to interfere.^ She was followed shortly after by the 
Baleigh and Alfred.^ The Randolph came in Decem- 
ber. These vesseb do not seem to have cruised in 
Bnropean waters, presumably on account of the 
necessity, which the French govermuent felt, of paci- 
fying England. Stormont protested against their 
remaining in port, and th^ sailed for home early 
in the following year. The Banger also arrived in 
December.^ Captiun Jones had hoped to be the 
first to bear the glorious tidings of Bntgoyne's sur- 
render, but he was forestalled by a special messen- 
ger in a swift packet.* 

American privateers were very active in foreign 
waters during the year ITTT, and displayed bold- 
ness and enterprise in pursuing the enemy close to 
Ins own shores. They cruised all about the British 
Isles, in the Korth Sea and the Bay of Biscay, and 
in the West Indies. The British stationed men-of- 

1 Slcwni. 61, 53, 5S, 64, les, 166, 1ST, 161, 19S, 203, 20S, 208, 
269, 472 ; Whartm, il, 468 ; l4> USB., Ootobw 7, 1777, Juraary 
B, 12, n, April 18, 1778. 

■ Sm sbore, p. 280. ■ See KboT«, p. 240. 

•anwM, 204, 274, 1706, 1700, 1808; FJorton, ii, 428. 
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wax in the En^ish Cluuuifll for the protection of 
oommerce.* The Amerioims wei« well rewarded for 
their actiTity and sent in man; a rich prize. Cap- 
tain Lee of Newburyport, who had been charged 
with piracy at Bilbao the year before,^ sent safely 
into port a vessel which was said to be tbe most 
valuable prize taken during the war up to that time.^ 
On the other hand, the riska were great, and many 
of these predatory American omisers were captured 
by tbe British.* The Bepablio, 24, was wrecked on 
the Orkney Islands and all hands were lost.^ Until 
summer probably all the American privateers in 
Enropeao seaa came out from home with commis- 
sions. In December, 1776, the Committee of Secret 
Correspondence had written to the commissioners in 
Paris that " Congress approve of armed vessels being 
fitted out by you on continental account, provided 
the court of France dislike not the measure, and 
blank commissions for this purpose will be sent you 
by the next opportunity. Private ships of war or 
privateers cannot be admitted where you are, b& 
cause the securities necessary in such oases to pre. 
vent irregular practices cannot be given by the 
owners and commanders of such privateers,"^ But 

1 8Uve<u,tl; Al«on,T,lU. * Sm abon, p. 254. 

* Boston OaxetU, Septembai' 8, 1777. 

* Biid., Angiut 18, ITIT ; Xontfoit CftrMwIt, April 12, 32, Jolr 
22, 2a,Sl,Aiigiut S, irrTj ^nHin,T,168. 

* Biaton Gaxtae, DeoMobar 22, 1777; Contitimtal JotKnai, 
Deoembai 26, 1777. 

* Wharton, a, 281. 
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by the following May the views of Congress in this 
regard had andergone a change, and in response to 
a request of Franklin and hia associates, ** oonums- 
sions for fitting oat privateers in France" were sent.* 
Ereiy visit of an American armed vessel to a 
port of E^snce was brought to the attention of the 
French government by the British ambassador. A 
letter from Onemsey, June 5, says: "An Amen- 
ean privateer of twelve guns came into this road 
yest^ay morning, tacked abont on the firing of 
the gons from Uie Castle, and jost oB the Island 
took a la^e brig bonnd for this port, which tliey 
have rince carried into Cherbnrgh. She had the 
impudence to send her boat in the dusk of the 
evening to a little isUnd off here . . , andunlackily 
carried off [two ofGoere] who were shooting rab- 
bits for their diversion. Two gentlemen of oonse- 
qnenoe are gone to Cherbn^h to demand them."' 
The prize, being ordered away on her arrival at 
Cherbourg, was sold outside the harbor.^ In Jnly 
the General MifQin, a twenty-gon ship from Boston 
commanded by Captain Daniel McNeill, sailed into 
the harbor of Brest and sainted the French admiraL 
After a consultation of the admiral with his officers, 
this salute was returned and naturally became the 
subject of complaint and international correspond- 
ence.* Vergenneswrote to Noailles, August 16, that 

> Wiartm, ii, 249, S14 * Almmi, t, 143. 

* Slevau, 1S99. 

* AlMon, r, 203; Sfcmu, ISW; Wharlm, ii, 3S1. 
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tlie Geoeral MitBin had been allowecl to put into 
Brest on acconnt of a leak and that he had not heard 
of the salute ; and he added that £Venoh orniaers 
were employed in keeping " off all privateers from 
our latitudes and ... we have at the mouth of 
Uie Garonne a frigate whose only duty is to protect 
there English commerce."' Stormont also com- 
plained of the General Mercer and Fanny, which 
had brought two Jamaicamen into Nantes; these 
prizes were afterwards given np for having been 
falsely declared as Ameiioan vessels.* The priva- 
teer Civil Usage took a French ship from England 
with a Spamsh cai^, for which the oommisBioners 
apologized to the King of Spain, and in other in- 
stances, soob as the seizure of a Dutch vessel, irri- 
tation was caused.* Consequently the oommissioners 
sent a circular letter, dated November 21, to the 
captains of American armed vesseLa : "Complaints 
having been brought to us of violences offered by 
American vessels armed in neutral nations, in 
seizing vessels belonging to their subjects and car- 
rying their flag and in taking those of the enemy 
while they were uudw the protection of the coasts 
of neutral countries, oontnuy to the ns^e and 
custom of invilized nations ; these presents are to 
request you not to commit any such violations con- 
trary to the right of nations, but to conform yoni> 
> Bttvmt, 1651. 

* Rid., 1661, 1661, 1801 i Wharton, u, 881, 496. 

* AeMM, 1145; Wharton, ii, 429, 430, 431, 436; La MB8., 
Gwdoqnl to Lm, Ootober 27, 1777. 
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selves to the express powers in your oommissions, 
vhioh is to limit yooiselyes to the capture of such 
vessels at such times as they shall not he under the 
protection of a port, river, or ueutoal coast, and con- 
fine yourselves only to seizing such ships as shall 
have on board soldiers, anunnnition, ptoviuons, 
or other contraband merchandizes destined for the 
British armies and vessels employed agwist the 
United States. In all other eases you will respect 
the rights of nentrali^ as yoo would yourselves 
expect protection, and treat all neutral vessels with 
the greatest regard and friendship, for the honour 
of your country and that of yoorselves." ^ 

The privateer brig Oliver Cromwell, Captain 
"W^illiam Cole, of Beverly, carried sixteen guns and 
a hundred men and cruised in the Bay of Biscay. 
August 4, 1777, and again on the 6th, she was 
chased by a sixty-gun ship, and not only escaped, 
hat during the chase captured two brigs, one c^ 
vriiich " was formerly an American Privateer called 
the Monl^mery, mounting 18 Guns, tahen £ car- 
ried into Gibralter, Capt. Fibby Commander. She 
had Several Laidys on Board boun to Lisbon, whom 
we determined to take on Board us &, together with 
all our other Prisoners, land them (as they were 
effeotiooately desireous of it} on the British Shore. 
But at 8 f .H. saw 2 Brigs which we bore away for, 
and not knowing what they might prove to be, or- 
dered Capt. Grray to keep away from us on a west- 

1 Aljnm, T, 609. Sm Appendix IV. 
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'ward Course. Out Oars (Tjeiog a small Breeze) & 
roved towards them. They kept near each other & 
hove too and formed in a Posture of Battle to re- 
ceive us. . Every Thing being prepared for Battle, 
we advanced; one of them gave several Sho[t], 
wUch we took no Notice of till we came nigh enough 
to give her 2 Broad Sides, She continuing her Fire. 
By our well directed Fire She was compelled to 
strike to us & eamestly b^ of us to de^t oar Fire 
on her. Our Capt. then ordered to bear away for 
the other Brig, which orders were immediately oom- 
plyed with. We then chained the other with an in- 
cessant Fire for almost 3 Glasses. She returned our 
Fire for some 'Hme with Spirit, but being disan- 
abled, wore off. The other which fell a Stem & not- 
withstanding she had fairly struck to us, yet seeing 
her Partners Fire, she worried us with her Bow 
Chaoers, but did as no Dami^. But now our OS.- 
cers began to think of the Man of War, wHch had 
been in Chace aU Day & was now reasonably ex- 
pected to be near up with us; therefore being dark, 
they rightly judged it best to give over the Assault 
for this Night, least falling in between three of them 
we must be obliged to submit, & so altered our 
Coupse." Two days later the Oliver Cromwell fell 
in with a fleet of British transports convoyed by 
three men-of-war. August 16 she took three prizes, 
and a week later was at Bilbao, where she found 
the Civil Usage and another American privateer. 
The Cromwell returned to America by a southerly 
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loate, and by the middle of October was not far 
iiom the Canary lalanda. On the 16th she saw a 
•ul which gave chase. ** Discovered her to be a 
Frigate. Ifow she b^an to fire at us ; many of her 
Shot went over ns. Several stmok oar Hull & Sails. 
We hove our Guns overboard & stove some Water 
& by that means got a little from her." The next 
day, "the Man of War in Chaoe hard by. We 
Bowed & kept at a Distaooe." October 18, " lost 
sight of the Man of War." ^ 

The American Commisumers in Paris endeav- 
cxeA to carry out the instmcUons of Congress, which 
called for ships of the line and other vessels to be 
built, purchased, or hired in Fiance, but met with 
difficulties. The French government positively re- 
fused to sell or loan eight ships of the line, on the 
ground that they oould not be spared from their 
navy, as the possibility of trouble with England 
made any redaction of their defensive force inad- 
missible at that time. This was a great disappoint- 
ment, as it had been confidently believed that the 
British blockade of the American coast could be 
snooessfully broken by these heavy Bhips together 
with the thirteen Continental frigates, all o£ which 
it was hoped would soon be at sea. The project was 
formed of procuring three ships in Sweden, of fifty 

^ &UX Intl. Celt., July, 1909 ; Boitim GaxeUt, Deoembar 10, 
1777 ; Laadoa CiroiueU, Septembet 2, 1777. See Earthet, for more- 
menta of Am«nMUi priTateen in foraign vtiUn, Botton QazMt, 
October 6, IS, 1777 ; jMidon ChnmicU, Jul; 24, Xnguat 6, 1777 ; 
Mmon, T, 171, 176 ; SleveTu, ISCl, 1650. 
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or sixty gtms each, but no move appeara to have 
been made to cany it throngb. In addition to pur- 
obasing and fitting out tbe Dolphin and Surprise, 
whose serricfl was very temporary, and tbe Berenge, 
the commisuoners provided for three hxger vessels 
during the year 1777. A fr^atevas bnilt at Kantes, 
of five hundred and fifty tons and designed to cariy 
twenty-four twelve-pounders, eight fours, and two 
nxes. This vessel was called the Deane, and when 
finidied was oonunanded by Captain Samuel Nichol- 
son. While she was under construction the Dolphin 
was kept at Paimbceuf, according to information 
furnished to Stormont, serving as a receiving ship, 
on board of which Nicholson held about seventy 
men, including a number of Englishmen, ready to 
be transferred to the Deane when finished ; but this 
was denied by Surtine. Another vessel, somewhat 
smaller, was purchased, fitted out as a twenty-eight- 
gnn frigate, and called the Queen of France. The 
commissioners also b^an the congtmction in Hol- 
land of a forty-gun ship called the Indien, bnt ow- 
ing to international complications she was sold to 
tlie King of IVance.* 

Attempts were made to interest other European 
nations in the American cause and to obtain the 
privilege of entering their ports, refitting armed 
vessels in them and disposing of prizes. Arthur 

) WJuuKm, ii, 176, ITT, 230, OT, 384, 286, 433 j Sttamt, 187, 
«I3, 083, 1668, 1766, 1826; Xee 3IBS; Jamurr 21, 1778, H»f 2, 
1779. 
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Lee visited Spain and Prussia ■miHi Iiopes of secnz- 
ing oonoessiotis of this sort, bat be fonnd both these 
powers veiy desirous of maintaining amicable re- 
lations with England. The same cantions attitude 
marked the policy of Holland. In Spun, however, 
owing largely to the infloence of Qardoqui, pow- 
erful thoogh nnobserred, the Americans fonnd less 
difficnlty, for a time at least, in refitting their crois- 
ers and disposing of their prizes than in France. 
The disposition of Spun is indicated in a letter, 
dated October 17, 1777, from Count Florida Blanca, 
the Prime Minister, to the French ambassador at 
Madrid, in which he says that a long dnration of 
the American war would be "highly nseful" to 
Spun and France. " We should sustain the Colo- 
nists, both with effectual aid in money and supplies," 
and with " prudent advice " ; at the same time Eng- 
land should be kept pacified.' 

The situation of the United States from a naval 
P<Hnt of view, at the end of 1777, was not altogether 
enoouraging. The bright hopes of the year before 
were in large degree unrealized. Of the thirteen 
fr^tes which were to dispute the naval supremacy 
of England in American waters, or at least to keep 
open some of the principal harbors and bays, only 
four, the Hancock, Boston, Bak^;h, and Bandolph 
had yet got to sea ; and one of these, the Hancock, 
had been taken by the enemy. Of the remaining 
1 SUmra, 1726. 
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nine, the Delaware, together vtth sereral smaUw 
Teasels, had been lost in the unaucoessful defense 
of the Delaware Kiver. Philadelphia in addition to 
New York had {alien into the hands of the enemy, 
whose oooapatdon of these two cities made impossi- 
ble the escape of fonr other frigates ; in oonseqaence 
of which, two of these vesaels, the Congress and 
Montgomery in the Hndscm, had already been de- 
stroyed in October, while the Washington and Effing- 
ham in the Delaware were awaiting the same fate. 
This still leaves four, of which the Warren and 
Providenoe were blockaded in Narragaiuett Bay 
and the Vii^mia in the Chesapeake, while the 
Trumbull oontinaed to lie in the Connecticut Birer, 
onable to pass over the bar. Of the more important 
smaller Continental vessels, the Andrew Doria had 
been destroyed in the Delaware Biver, the Cabot 
and Lexington had been captoied by the enony, 
and the Beprisal had been lost at sea. Tbe <mly 
naval vessel captored during the year, the frigate 
Fox, had been retaken by the British. 

To offset, though only partially, these heavy losses, 
the navy had made a few acquisitions. In addition 
to the frigates just mentioned and the vessels pro- 
cured in Europe, the Banger and sloop Surprise * 
were in active servioe, and a brigantine called the 
Kesistanoe went into commisnon about the end of 
the year. Of two of the three sh^ of tiie line 
authorized by Congress in 1776, sometiiing is 

* Not to be oocfaiinded iritli Conyughvu'i l^ggtt Snr^lM. 
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learned from infonnatioii fomislied to Admiral 
£b)we b; a prisoner at Boston, who asys " diat be 
saw the Keel and Floor-Timben laid for a 74 Gun 
Ship, boilding at North End in Boston, The Scant- 
lings whereof appeared Bcarce sufficient for a Frig- 
ate ; And only 12 Men were at work upon her. He 
was informed another Ship of the same Class [the 
America] was building at Portsmouth in New 
Hampsliire, but did not hear any further partica- 
lars oonoenung her. By another person released 
from Portsmouth and arrived about the same time 
at New York, this last Ship is said to be covered 
in as high as the Lower Deck and proposed to be 
finished in next May." ^ Work on the Boston sev- 
enty-four was probably soon abandoned, and the 
third ship of this class, which was to have been 
built at Philadelphia, may never have been b^un. 
Sixty-nine letters of marque were issued to private 
vessels of war by the Continental Congress in 1777 
and probably a still larger number of privateers 
were commissioned by the individual states ; and 
many were fitted out in the West Indies. 

In 1777 the British navy had in oommission two 
hundred and fourteen vessels, besides ships in ordi- 
nary and under repur, the whole manned by forty- 
five thousand seamen and marines. It is dif&oult 
to state the exaot force in American waters. The 
figures fumi^ed by Admiral Howe's returns and 

1 BriL Adat. Bee^ A. D. 488i IntalligwiM (Meitad Deoember 
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by other authorities vary slightly and of oourse the 
number of ships was ohanging from time to time. 
There were about eighty Teasels of all dasses on 
the Korth American Station in 1777. About half 
the Seet consisted of frigates and rather less than 
a quarter of ships monnting sixty-four, fifty or for^- 
four guns, the rest being sloops of war and smaller 
ressels. There was also a squadron at Newfound- 
land and a fleet of nearly twenty in the TTest In- 
dies. Altogether, therefore, more than a hundred 
vessels were stationed in American waters. Many 
privateers were sent out of New York.' 

Although the Americans inflicted so little iujoty 
upon the British navy, the activity of some of 
the smaller Continental cruisers and of the state 
navies and numerous privateers had dealt a heavy 
blow at English commerce. Four hundred and sixty- 
four vessels were taken from the British during &6 
year 177T, of which seven^-two were recaptured, 
twelve destroyed, and nine released.* The Conti- 
nental navy alone made over sixty captures of 
merchantmen. B The British may have made about 
as many captures as the Americans, but doubtless a 
large proportion of tiieir prizes were small coasting 

1 Brit. Adm. Ike., A. D. 4S7, Janiury 16, No. 4, Jniie 8, 1177, 
No. 30 ; DispodtioD of Hii Majesty'* Ship* and Veoela in North 
America; SeAonfia?, i, 436, iv, 324-331; Bcolnm, iv, 291. 

* Mmon, T, 76, lOS, 406, 613, ti, 3B ; aarlc, i, 62, ii, 169. T1i«m 
llMa aie doabtUo ina 

* Ntettr, li, 2 
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t«8mIs of little valoe.* It is impossible from avul- 
able data to make a oorreot statement of actual or 
oomparatiTd losses bf capture. 

1 Aiman, t, 168, 231 ; London Ckrmid*, Jnlr 16, 1777 ; .dnMnl 
BtgiOtr, xzi (1778), 88. Tha liiti oorar only a put of Oie 7«h. 
8ae tabi* of oaptnna in Cloiett, iii, 306, aridtatl; baaed on inoom- 
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KAVAI. OPERA-naSB IN ITTB 

Notwithstanding tlie reverses of the Americans 
on land and sea during the previous year, it is evi- 
dent that the Brirish, about the b^;inniiig of 1778, 
were finding the subjugation of tbeir revolted colo- 
nies a serious undertahing, and were apprehending 
a still more stubborn resistance on the part of the 
rebels enconroged by their one notable success at 
Saratoga. The French alliance with the United 
States, which soon followed, must have increased 
this feeling and have mnphasizcd the need of ener- 
getic measures. A little later Lord George Gei^ 
main, the British Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
sent to General Clinton, who had succeeded Howe, 
these secret instmotiona, dated March 8, 1778: "If 
yon shall find it impracticable to bring Mr. 'Wash- 
ington to a general & decisive Action early in the 
Campugn, yon will relinquish the Idea of carrying 
on offensive Operatitms within Land & as soon as 
the Season will permit, embark such a Body of 
Troops as can be spared from the Defence of the 
Posts you may think necessary to maintain, on Board 
<rf Transports under the Conduct of a proper Num- 
ber of the King's Ships, with Orders to attack the 
ports on the Coast from New York to Xova Scotia," 
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and to destroy all ships and other proper^ along- 
shore wherever practicable, " so as to incapacitate 
the Eebek from raising a Marine or continuing 
their Depredations upon the Trade of this King' 
dom." Two armaments were recommended, one from 
New York, the other from Halifax, to attack Con- 
neotiout and New Hampshire and then nnite against 
Boston.! Xhe srarioes of the army seem to have 
been required on land, and the commerce and pri- 
vateering of New England were spared the annihi- 
lation which a rigorous prosecution of this plan 
mnst have entailed. The project plainly indicates 
a heen appreciation on the put of the British min- 
istry of the telling effect upon their commercial in- 
terests of American priTateering. Aboat the mid- 
dle of March, as soon as the British goTemment 
had been ofBcially notified of the treaty of alliance, 
Lord' Stormont was recalled from Paris and war 
with France became inevitable, although it was de- 
layed a few months and then began without formal 
declara^on. Orders were sent to the British army 
to evacuate Philadelphia and fall back on New York, 
Meanwhile the Americans were striving to make 
the most of their slender resources upon the sea. 
Another expedition to New Providence was under- 
taken early in 17T8, this time by a single ship, the 
sloop Providence, which had visited the place two 
years earlier as one of Commodore Hopkins's 

■ SteetHt, 80e, 1062; Bttsfrrd-SadMUe MSB., M; SpaAi't 
WaiUngtiM, y, 649. 
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Bqnadron. The Providence was now commaodfid b; 
Captain John P. Bathbume and carried a crew ot 
about fifty men. About the middle of Januaiy she 
sailed from Georgetown, Sonth Carolina, where she 
had put in early in the winter. The next morning 
after getting to sea, says Lieutenant Trevett, " at 
daylight saw a sail to the eastward and then saw 
two more ; they proved to be British, a Bhip, brig 
and sloop. They gave chase and the ship gained on 
us fast ; by two F.M. we could see her tier of guns. 
Night coming on and very dark, we took in all sail 
and put out our lights and in a few hours, being 
lighter, we could see her and she passed us and 
when she was out of sight we altered our course 
and in the morning could not discover a single saiL 
We bad hove over so much of our wood, water, &c., 
in order to lighten ship, that we concluded to make 
all sail for Abaoo. We had a short passage, came 
to anchor and went to work making a scaling lad- 
der. In two days after, we stood over to New 
Providence, having sent down our topmast and top- 
sail yard and boosed our guns ; we also kept all onr 
men out of s^ht. About midnight we got abreast 
of theharborwithalightairof windoff theland." A 
force of twenty-eight men under Trevett's conunand 
was sent ashore. " We took nothing with ub to eat 
or drink, hut filled our poc^ts with ball cartridges. 
We landed about a mile from the Fort and got our 
scaling ladder and all things ready." The sentinels 
having been taken by surprise, the landing party 
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BOOH bad possession of Fort Nassau. Several gtuu 
vere found loaded, with matobes bnming by tbem. 
Two British ships were in the harbor. " "We em- 
ployed the renuunder ot the night in placing some 
ot the heavy {neces o£ cannon to point on the dif- 
ferent streets of the town and on the ships. When 
daylight appeared we set onr thirteen stripes flying 
at the fort."' Upon requisition a breakfast was 
provided for the party and an officer and two men 
were sent to take possession of Fort Montague at 
the eastern end of the town, four miles distanL 
This was accomplished and the guns were spiked. 
A midshipman and four men were then sent in a' 
boat, seized for the purpose, to one of the English 
vessels, a sixteeu'^un ship, and to this small force 
the officer in command, seeing the American flag 
on the fort and the guns pointing at him, surren- 
dered with his wew of forty-five. Five other ves- 
sels in the harbor, prizes brought in by the British, 
were recaptured. The report had been concocted 
for the occasion and disseminated among the in- 
habitants that the Providence was merely one of an 
American fleet at Abaoo, and the number landed 
was also greatly exaggerated ; this made easier the 
exploits of the very small detachments sent out by 
Trevett. An armed force of about two hundred of 
the inhabitants cc^ected with the purpose of at- 
tacking the fort, but they were induced to desist 
by the threat of the Americans to bum the town. 
1 £. I Hitt. Mas., Jo^T, isae. 
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A British sloop of war appeared off the harhor, hut 
heing warned away hy signals and fired upon hy 
the fort, she stood out again to sea, remaining in 
the o£Bng. On the morning of January 80 the 
prizes were manned and the expedition sailed away, 
taking off thirty Americans released from prison 
and valuable military stores, including sixteen hun- 
dred pounds of powder. la this a£Eair no blood was 
shed and no private property on tbe island was dis- 
turbed. Two of the prizes, being of little value, 
were burned ; the others were sent into port. The 
ships sailed north and soon became separated. 
Having joined company again, the Providence and 
the armed prize ship went into New Bedford to* 
gether early in March.^ 

The frigate Bandolph, after a very short stay in 
France, returned to America about the first of the 
year, apparently sailing directly for South Carolina, 
whence she had so recently come. A squadron was 
organized at Chailesttm, with Captun Biddle in 
command, composed of the Bandolph and four ves- 
sels of the South Carolina navy, three of them be- 
ing privateers tahen temporarily into the state ser- 
vice. These four vessels were the ship General 
Monltrie, 18, and the brigs Notre Dame, 16, Polly, 

16, and Fair American, 14. One hundred and fifty 
South Carolina troops served on the squadron as 

I B. I. Hut. Ma?.,Jnly,ODtab«r, ISSe; Clark, i, "14; Almon, 
TJ, 99 ; Biatim Gazette, M&reli 9, 17TS ; Pap. Cant. Congr., 44, 10, 

17, 21, 23 (Janoary 29, Febniary 21, Ukj 11, 1778) ; Mar. Com. 
Letter BvJl, 148 (April 22, 1776). 
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marines. Aoooidii^ to the Btatements of Britisli 
prisoners in Charleston the Bandolph esuried twenty- 
six twelve-poanders, six six-pounders, four coehoms 
in each top, and apwards of three hundred men, 
one third of them tolerable seamen ; the General 
Moultrie carried twelve short and six long six- 
pounders, and eighty men ; the Xotre Dame, six- 
teen sizes and a hundred and twenty men ; the Fair 
American, twenty guns and a hundred and twenty 
men.1 This armament put to sea Fehroary 12, 1778, 
in search of a number of British vessds that had 
been cruising along the coast, but it was soon found 
that the enemy had departed. The squadron then 
sailed for the West Indies and cruised several days 
to the eastward of Barbadoes, tahing one small 
schooner. On the 7th of March, in the afternoon, 
the Randolph, in company with her consorts and 
prize, sighted a lai^ man-of-war to windward, 
which turned out to be the British stxty-four-gnn 
ship Yarmouth. This vessel came down before the 
wind and when within hail, about eight fm., was 
first discovered to be a two-decker. The Randolph 
in reply to her hail hoisted her colors and gave the 
Yarmouth a broadside. Early in the engagement 
Captain Biddle was wounded in the thigh, but 
continued in command, seated in a cb^ on deck. 
The General Moultrie took part in the action, but 
being to leeward and near the Randolph, fired into 

1 Bni.Adm.Etc,A.D. 4SS, VtHimMij 13,1118; SUvtm, 811} 
Fatdtin, 480. 
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her hy mistake, and it was ihonght possible that 
Biddle vaa wounded by one of lier shot. The other 
vessels were not engaged. The Randoph's fire was 
rapid and accurate. According to a letter of Cap- 
tain Hall of the Notre Dame, she handled the Yar- 
montii " so ronghly for 12 or 15 minntes that the 
British ship must shortly have stntok, having lost 
her bowsprit and topmasts and being otherwise 
greatly shattered, while the Bandolph had suffered 
very little ; but in this moment of glory, as the Ban- 
dolj^ was wearing to get on her quarter, she nnfor> 
innately blew up." ^ Captain Vincent of the Yar- 
mouth reported March IT to Admiral Young, at 
Barbadoes, that " on the Tth instant at half past 
five P.M. discovered six sail in the S.W. quarter, on 
a wind standing to the northward; two of them 
ships, three brigs and a schooner. We were then 
50 leagues due east of this island. We immediatdy 
bore down upon them and about nine got dose to 
the weather quarter of the largest and headmost 
ship. They had no colours hoisted and as ours were 
then np, I hailed her to hoist hers or I would fire 
into her; on which she hoisted American and im- 
mediately gave us her broadside, which we returned, 
and in about a quarter of an hour she blew np. It 
was fortunate for us that we were to windward of 
her ; as it was, our ship was in a manner covered 
with parts of her. A great piece of a top timber, 
six feet long, fell on our poop ; another large piece 
> Indgxndail ChroaicU, Anfiut IS, 1778. 
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of timber stnok in our fore top-gallant stul, then 
upon the cap. An American ensign, loUed up, blown 
in upon the forecastle, not so much as singed. Im- 
mediately on her blowing up, tbe other four dis- 
persed different ways. We chased a little while two 
that stood to the southward and afterwards another 
that bore away right before the wind, but they were 
soon out of sight, our sails being torn all to pieoea 
in a most surprising manner. We had five men 
killed and twelve wounded. But what I am now go- 
ing to mention is something verj remariEable. The 
12th following, being tiien in chase of a ship steer- 
ing west, we discovered a piece of wTe<i with foor 
men on it waving; we hauled up to it, got a boat 
out, and brongfat them on board. They proved to 
be four men who had been in the ship which blew 
up and who had nothing to subsist on from that 
time but by sucking the rain water that fell <m a 
piece of blanket which they luckily had picked up." ' 
The rest of the squadron with the prize arrived 
safely in port. The loss of anotlier frigate was a 
severe blow to the Continental navy and to the 
country, but the loss of Captain Biddle was far 
more serious. While only in his twenty-eighth year, 
he had given strong indications of ability as a sea- 
man and officer, and of character as a man. Hav- 
ing served as a midshipman in the British navy in 

1 Limdmt Chrmuie, May 26, ITJB ; Alaum, ti, 143 ; Bnt. Adm. 
Sec, CapfaiW Lagi, No. 1091 (log ol the THmootb) ; Fort Folio, 
Oetober, 1800. 
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Iiis youth, he had the military and naval training 
which was lacking in nearly all the American sea- 
men of that period. With the exception of John 
Paul Jones, it is probable that Biddle had no su- 
perior in the service. If four men as good as these 
two and Wiokea and Conyngham had been given 
constant employment throaghont the war in ships 
like the Kandolph or Hancock, perhaps the history 
of the Continental navy nught have been different. 
The frigates Baleigh and Alfred, having made the 
voyage to Fiance together in the fall of 17T7, set 
sail in company December 29, homeward bound. 
When it had become evident to the American Com^ 
missioners at Paris that the times were not propitious 
for the cmifiing of Continental ships in European 
waters, they had addressed a letter of advice, dated 
.November 25, 1777, to Capttun Thompson of the 
Baleigh, suggesting a circuitous passage back to 
America. " As it is by no means safe to return into 
the porto of France, you will calculate your stores 
so as to have a sufficiency for your cruise, which 
we cannot indeed be particular in the direction of. 
It has been suggested that one or more of the In- 
dia ships retaining may be intercepted, that part 
of the West India homeward-bound ships may be 
expected about this time, as well as transports re- 
turning from New York and elsewhere in America, 
and that by craising in the proper latitudes you may 
meet with them; that the British factories and 
commerce on the African coast at this time lie 
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without KDj force soffident to protect than, and 
that by numlng along that coaat you nay greatly 
annoy and distresB the enemy in that quarter and 
afterwards go for the West Indies. As yon and 
Captain Hinman have already considered these ser- 
eral plans for a cmise, ve leave with you to deter- 
mine which to prefer and the manner in prosecuting 
raUier, or any other that may appear more likely to 
answer the design of your commissioiL We axe 
happy in observing the harmony and oonfid^ice 
which snbsista between yon and Captain Hinman 
and hope the same prevails between yoor offices 
and men, which we are certun yon will cultivate 
through the whole of your expeditbn, in which we 
recommend to you to avoid giving any offense 
to the flags of neutral powers and to show them 
proper marks of respect and friendship. . . . 
Whenever you judge it prudent to dismiss pris- 
oners subjeats of his Britannic Majesty, we ad- 
vise you to take from them in writing an acknow- 
ledgment of their having been your prisoners, 
thdr quality, place of residence, and that th^ 
are dismissed by you in confidence that an equal 
number ftf the subjects of the thirteen United 
States of the same rank, tliat now are or may here- 
after be prisoners to his said Britannic Majesty, 
will be set at liberty. You are also to deliver a copy 
of such writing to the prisoners, enjoining tihem to 
deliver the same on thdr arrival in Britain to the 
lords of the British admiral^, and by tb» first <^ 
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portimity enclose a duplicate to the committee or 
board of marine in Boston and another to ob, with 
an atMmont of your proceedings." ^ The commission- 
ers' hopes in regard to the exchange of prisoners 
were doomed to disappointment. 

The Baleigh and Alfred sailed for the West In- 
dies by way of the coast of Africa, and captured a 
British vessel off Senegal By March 9,1778, accord- 
ing to Captain Thompson's report, they had reached 
latitnde 16° 31' north, longitude 65° 40' west, and 
at mi A.M. two 8^ to the west northwest were 
seen from the Raleigh. At half-past seven she hove 
to for the Alfred; the strange ships were then 
standing to the north, olose-hanled. Captain Thomp- 
son directed Captain Hinman to mn down and ob- 
serve the stemmost ship. At ten o'clock, being 
within five or six miles, it was phunly seen that the 
strangers were armed. The Raleigh and Alfred 
then hanled on the wind on the same tack with 
the other ships, which were to leeward. Thompson 
thought that this numcenvie would give him more 
time to discover their force and rate of s^ng. 
The strange ships then tacked, " trying to work up 
and get our wakes." The Raleigh sailed as well as 
they, while the Alfred fell off to leeward and astern. 
" As the weathennost ship pass'd under the Alfred's 
lee, standing to the Southward on the third tack, 
Capt. Hinman hoisted his colours and fired several 

' Wharton, a, 42S; Let MSS.,^itwtml»t 26,1771 -.IndqiettdetU 
Chrmidt, April Q, 1178. 
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shot, which were returned tinder English colotm. 
They were then two miles apart and the other ship 
four miles to leeward of her consort ; the Alfred 
was about three miles astern of us." The Bal^gh 
was about to taok and stand towards tlte Alfred, so 
as to attack the weathermost ship in company with 
her, before the other could get ap ; but jast then, 
half-past twelve, the Alfred stood off before the 
wind, which was light from the east northeast, and 
set all her light Bsils in the effort to escape. The 
B^eigh had an egnal chance to attack one or to 
escape from both ships, but " the Alfred was neither 
able to engage one nor to escape by sailing." Thom|v 
son regretted that the Alfred attempted to escape, 
as it was evident that the leeward ship, then bear- 
ing southwest, would cut her off before she could 
pass her or the Raleigh ^ve assistance. The Ba- 
leigh did not go about, but hauled up her courses, 
thinking the windward ship would stand for her; 
but " they both made towards (lie Alfred. I then 
ordered the master to veer and make siul towards 
the Alfred and run between her and the other ship, 
to take off her Gib and give the Alfred an oppw- 
tunity to escape." The Alfred at first seemed to 
gain on the Bridsh, " but in a few minutes the two 
got up and began a furious fire, which was retum'd 
by the Alfred as fast as tiiey could. Just as we 
had got studdingsfuls hoisted we had the mortifica- 
tion to see the Alfred haul down her colours. It 
was then one o'clock ; the firing lasted about ten 
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minuteH. We were thee vithiii three miles of the 
ships." There was aothing then left for the Ba< 
leigh, Id the captain's opimon, bnt to esc:^ from & 
superior force, and she hauled to the north. He 
sea being smooth the British aoon finished talcing 
possession of the Alfred and b^an to chase the 
Baleigh, and gained on her. When night came 
she edged away and set all her light s^ls. The 
British chased all night by a bright moon. At day- 
light th^ were four or five milfls away and at seven 
o'clock seemed to be guning. The Raleigh, by 
throwing overboard all she could spaie and starting 
her water, was lightened about thirty>five tons and 
began to gain. At ten o'clock the British gave up 
the chase, after nineteen hours. One of them sailed 
faster than the other, but would not come up alone, 
often heaving to and waiting for her consort.^ 

These British ships were the Ariadne, 20, and 
the Ceres, 16. Captain Fringle of the Ariadne re- 
ported to Admiral Young : " The two strangers at 
first shewed a disposition to attack us, but in con- 
sequence of the King's ships having brought the 
stem-most to close action about noon, the other 
made off. The ship in action, after having given to 
and received from the Ariadne and Ceres some 
broadsides, struck ; and proved to be the rebel ship 
Alfred, of 20 nine-pounders and 180 men. Her con- 
sort was the Bale^h of 32 gnns." ^ 

1 ContinaOat Jaunmi, April 80, 1TT8. 

) LmtdmCiroiiidttTiUj 20,1718; ^mon,Ti,144; BrU-Adm. 
Bee., OqpbiiW L(tg>, No. 4141 flog of the Cena). 
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The Raleigh arriTed at Portsmouth early ia 
April. Captain Thompson's report no doobt put hia 
conduct in the most favorable light, but did not save 
him from severe censure. By proper management 
it was believed that not only should the Alfred have 
been saved from capture, but both the British ves- 
sels, so inferior in force, should have been taken. 
Captain Hinman's judgment might reasonably be 
questioned on two points : first, his nmning off to 
leeward in a vain attempt to escape, thereby re- 
moving himself from the support of the Raleigh; 
second, his surreuder after such a very brief resist- 
ance, while there was a ohauce of the Raleigh's 
coming to the rescue. As to the subsequent cour 
duct of the Raleigh, it is not inspiring to think of 
her precipitate flight frran two small ships mount 
ing about the same number of guns that she did 
and probably lighter ones. Captain Thompson was 
doubtless a good seaman, not lacUng in physical 
course, and zealous in the cause; but without 
military sense and unequal to the responsibilities 
of the sitnation. 

Early in March the Frigate Warren, Captain 
John B. Hopkins, blockaded in the Providence 
Biver, escaped through the British fleet in Nar- 
ragansett Bay. John Deshon, of the Eastern Navy 
Board, wrote to the other members of the board, 
March 9 : " Respecting the Ship Warren I am 
happy She ao well Succeeded in geting out of this 
river. EvnyCiroomstance Combined in her Favour 
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tliat She might Clear of the Enemy ; the night was 
Exceeding Dark, and there was but little wind 
untill the Crittecal time of Passing the Ghnatest 
Danger, when the wind Shifted reiy Suddenly into 
the N.W. and Uowd Exceeding hard, so Uiat the 
Enemy Could not without the Greatest Difficulty 
Get under Sail and Persne. I was at Warrick Neck 
and up the Most part of the Night when the Wat^ 
ren Passed and am Very Sure it was Imposable for 
Captn Hopkins to gain the Fort of N. London, 
there being So much wind and the weather so Se- 
vere Cold. There [were] on board the Warren abt 
170 men, manny <A which bad not a Second Shift 
of Cloaths, therefore it will be Very Difficult as 
well as Teadios for Captn Hopkins to beat this 
Conrst at this Severe Season ; the Orders Given 
him by me you have with you, which Gives him not 
the least Encouragement to Cruise. Keverthelcss 
Should the Ship Keep out this three weeks, I Shall 
not be in the least uneasy abt her ; well EJiowin 
the moi in no Condission to Beat a Winters Courst, 
we have Succeeded beyound Expectation in Geting 
her out and I have not the least Doubt but She 
will in due time Betnm with honor to the Com- 
mander and his Compy." After a short cruise the 
Warren pat into Boston, March 23. Two days later 
William Vernon wrote from Providence; "This 
moment several of the Ship Warrens Men came to 
Town from Boston, who inform me they Arrived 
There last Monday ; and in passing the Enemys 
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Ships in this Biver . . . they sastained some 
damage, their Mizen Yard shot sway. Main yaid 
woncded, seTeral shot passed throngh their HoU, 
(Mie Man only sleightly wounded. The Wind blow- 
ing and continueing fresh at K.W., the Crew badly 
Clothed and Weather extreem Cold, were under 
the Necessity of standing to the Southward in 
warmer Weather under easie sail far as the Latt. 
24°, where they fell in with the Ship Neptune, 
Capt Smallwood, from WhitehaTen bound to 
Phila., Loaded with Salt and dry Goods." This 
ahip and another prize were taken and the Warren 
tiien sailed for B<Hton. The Columbus also tried 
to escape from Narragansett Bay, but was chased 
ashore on Point Judith and burned.^ 

The next vessel to attempt the periloos feat of 
blookade-nmning was the frigate Frovidence, and 
she BDCoeeded. William Vernon wrote to John 
Adams: "The 80th of April we sent down the 
FroTidance, Capt Whipi^ having on board about 
170 men, who was ordered to the first Port in 
France he cou'd mahe, to be under the direction of 
the Commissioners, where we hope she a safe Ar- 
rived. No dispatches was sent by this ahip, as she 
was to past a dangerous passage ; however, in a 
brisk Wind & dark Night she got out safe, receive- 
ing a heavy fire from the Ijark, wch was the upper- 
1 PM. B. I HU 8oc., Tiii, 214 (Hu«li 9, 1T78), 215, 228 
, (Hudi 26, 1T78), 280, 231, 233 ; Brit. Adm. Bee., A. D. 4S8, Noa. 
6S, 67, Muoh 16, April 23, 1778 ; CaMinmUd Jurtud, Mush 28, 
1176; Indgieiuleiit CAnmeU, April 9, 16, 1778. 
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most sliip, who's Fires be retamed with Sinrit & 
good effect, Kill'd a Nnmber & Woonded many 
Men, much disabled the Ship ; the lower-most Ship 
by this alarm was prepared to receive the Piovi- 
dence, who was obliged to pass her very near, gave 
her their Fire, Uiat was returned with good sno- 
cesB."^ Having reached the open sea, the Provi- 
dence sailed for France. The frigate Tnunhnll, 
unable to pass over the bar at the mouth of the 
Connecticut Biver, remained in the river during 
the whcde year. William Vernon wrote, March 26, 
1778, that "she mnst be intirely stript of her 
Yards and Top Mast and all h&e Story, even to a 
Swept Hole, that if possible to bring her to 9 or 10 
feet Water."' 

The frigate Virginia, Captain James Nicholson, 
which had been repeatedly ordered to sea,^ and had 
been wuting nearly a year for a chance to mn the 
blockade in Chesapeake Bay, finally got away from 
Annapolis, Maryland, March 30, in company with 
a brig which had on board a pilot in whom Nich- 
olson had confidence. At three o'cloch the next 
morning, however, the frigate ran on a shoaL She 
was forced over, but lost her rudder and was there- 
upon anchored, leaking badly. At daylight two 
British men-of-war were discovered, one of them 
only two gun-sbotB distant. Nicholson and nine 

> Adamt MSS., Uay 20, 1778. 

» PM. B. L Hilt. Soc, tm, 212, 214, S2B, 280, 2S1, 2S2 ; Jlor. 
CvM. Letttr Bode, 136, 14T. 148 (April 6, Ua? S, 9, 1TI8). 

■ Sm ftbove, p. IW. 
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men, with the ship's papers, went ashore in a boat 
and the Vir^nia was then surrendered to the enemy. 
Nicholson afterwards went aboard one of the Brit- 
ish vessels in order to parole his officers. He was 
not coort-martialed for the loss oi hie ship, bat 
Congress institnted an inquiry and acquitted htm 
of blame.^ 

Captains John Barry and Thomas Bead had in 
1776 been appointed to command the frigates 
EfBngham and Washington, which since tlie occu- 
pation of Philadelphia by the British had been 
bottled ap in the Delaware River above the city. 
The officers and men, therefore, unable to get to 
sea, had been employed on shore and on the river 
in cooperation with the army and in the defense of 
Delaware Bay in the fall of 1777. January 29, 
1778, Barry was ordered ly the Marine Committee 
to command a boat expedition down the river and 
bay, for the purpose of annoying the enemy, cap- 
turing or destroying their transports if possible, 
and cuttii^ o£F their supplies and diverting them 
to the use of iJie Continental amiy, then in des- 
perate stnuts at Valley Foi^. Owing to a quarrel 
between Barry and the Navy Board of the Middle 
District, his selection for this dut^ was opposed, 
but finally, after nearly a month's delay, the m&b- 
ter was arranged. Towards the end of February, 

> Pem. Pal^, April 15, 1TT8 ; Mar. Com. Letter Book, 124, 
120, 136, 150 (Jainui7 28, Muoh 4, April 8, Ma; 16, 1718); 
AtTMy, 66, QG. 
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Barry, having maimed four of the frigates' boats, 
it is said witli <mly twenly-Beven men, ran down 
the rirer and past the mbj at night; below be was 
joined by five other boats, half-manned. He then 
oocapied himself with destroying everything along 
the banks of the river that could be of use to the 
enemy and that could not beconveyed to the Ameri- 
can army. On March 7, while at Port F^m <m the 
Delaware shore of the bay, he captured two ships, 
one of them armed with six fonr-pounders, and a 
schooner " mounting Eight double fortified four 
Founders & Twelve four Found" howitzers; the 
schooner was acting as convoy. The ships were 
transports, each with a orew of fourteen men, bring- 
ing forage and supplies from Khode Island to the 
British army in Philadelphia; the schooner was 
manned by a orew of thirty-three. A day or two 
later a number of British vessels came up the bay 
and Barry was obliged to born the tran^Kirts to 
prevent recapture. He attempted to take the 
schooner into Christiana Creek, but being hard- 
pressed was compelled to run her ashore and scut- 
tle her. The Marine Committee had hoped to take 
her into the naval service, and had given orders for 
her equipment and employment as a lookout vessel 
off the capes. Most of the cargoes of all the vessels 
were saved and were purchased for the army, yield- 
ing a good amount of prize money. Barry reported 
his exploit to General Washington and received a 
congratulatory letter in reply. He continued to 
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harass the enemy on the xiTer for another mcmtlL 
In addition to the frigates Washington and Ef- 
fingham, a la^e number of snaller vessels, including 
several gall^s of the Pennsylvania navy, were 
blockaded in the Delaware Biver above Philadel- 
phia. It had long been feared that the British 
vonld come op the river and capture or destroy 
these vessels, and Goieral Washington advised 
that they be stripped and sunk. The two frigates 
had already been sunk and raised agun and a 
number of the smaller vessels were prepared for 
sinking at short notice. On May 7 the expected 
British expedition, of seven hundred men, came 
np the river, and apparently only a part of the 
galleys were sunk in time to be saved. The British 
force, under Captun Henry, came up in a br^, a 
schooner, four galleys, four gim-boats, and eight- 
een flatboats carrying the soldiers of the party. 
Captain Henry says in his report : *' At noon we 
were abreast of White-hill, where Uie gallies, armed 
vessels and gon-boats were placed to cover the land- 
ing of the troops, which was performed without 
opposition. At this place the Washington and Ef- 
fingham rebel frigates, the former pierced for thirty- 
two and the latter for twenty-eight gons, were set 

» Barry, oh. ™; Boiton GatetU, April 6, 1718; Biit, Mag^ 
Svij, 1850 ; FuU. B. I. Bitt. 8oc., viii, 223 ; Aaer. Gtth. Bitt. 
Bet., April, 1904 ; Pop. Cent. Gongr., 1S7, spp., 107 (Deoembw 
19, 1T77), 113, 2, 367 (Harch 0, 1778] j Mar. Com. Letter Boot, 
126, 12S (Jutaatj 29, 1778), 184, 135 (Uarah 11, 26, 177S), 143 
(April 24, 1778). 
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on fire and oonsumed, tt^ether with a brig and 
sloop. The troopB then marched, took possession of 
Bordeo-town and deBtroyed a batteiy of S siz- 
poiuideTs; whereupon the gallies, armed vessela, 
&o. proceeded to that place, where they burnt two 
new ships, one of which was pierced for 18 guns, 
one privates Bk>op for 10 guns, with ten sail of 
brigs, sehoouers and sloops." ' Farther up the river 
many other veasela w^re bnmed as well as a huge 
amount of public proper^ on shore. " The whole 
number of vessels destroyed was forty-four saiL" 
The ei^pedition returned to Philadelphia May 9. 
Fifty-eight guns of these sunken and destroyed 
vessels were afterwards raised by the Americans.'. 
Thns a series of misfortunes befell the Conti- 
nental navy during the early months of 1778, the 
^ect of which must have been depressing and 
naturally caused some loss of confidence in the 
commanding officers. Colonel Timothy Pickering 
wrote to his brother, April 26, from York, P^m- 
sylvtmia, t^ temporary seat of the Continental 
Congress : " Our naval affairs have been conducted 
shockingly. Yon will see by tbe papers how fool- 
ishly the Vir^nia was lost The Randolph, Capt 
Biddle, hag been blown up in an engi^ement witi 
a large ship in the West Indies. This misfortuni 
is deeply to be regretted, for Biddle was an excel- 

1 Alma», yi, 1&. 

» JWd-, 148-160; BHt.Adm.Bte., A.D.4SS, Hay 10, 
aUt. Uag., July, 18G0 ; Uag. Amer. Bitt., Vmnh, 18T8, Matdisw 
nwD'a NuMtiv* ; Barry, oh. viii. 
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lent & amiaUe inaa and accomplished naval com- 
mander. From all that I can learn the oonduot of 
the othw oommandets of our frigates has been 
generally eham^nlly bad."i One of Pickering's 
correspondents, in reconmiending Captain Fisk of 
the Maesaohnsetts navy for the command of a Con- 
tinental frigate, wrote : " I am confident he wd. 
not give her away libe a Coward as perhaps has 
been the case with some others, nor lose her like a 
blockhead as M . . . did his." ^ Another says: "AH 
the men that is got home from the Alfred sayes if 
Capt. Thomson had come down they would have 
Taken ye Two English Ships in one hours engage- 
ment." * WiUiiim Ellery wrote from York, April 
26, to William Vernon: "The Enemies ships do 
indeed swarm in the Seas of America and Europe ; 
but hitherto only one of our Frigates bath been 
captured on the Ocean. Two have been burned in 
North Biver, two sank in Delaware, one captured 
there, and one in Chesapeak. The Alfnd we are 
jnst informed -was taken on her passage home by 
two frigates in sight of the Eawleigh. The partdo. 
nlars of this captnro and why she was not supported 
by the Bawlei^ we are ignorant of. I hope Capt. 
mwmpson is not onlpable. I entertain a high opin- 
ion of him. The Columbus is a trifling Loss and I 
should not muoh lament ^e Loss of the Alfred, if 

' Fiektnng MS8.,y,1(l. 

■ Bid, zTii, laS {Matoh 80, 1778). Dovbtl«M Hialey ii muat 

■ Ibid., xTii, 141 (Usy 4, 1778). 
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her brave Captain, Officers and men were not in the 
hands of a cruel enemy. Onr little fleet ia very 
moch thinned. We most contrive some plan for 
catching some of the Enemy's Frigates to snpply 
our Losses ; but ve must take care not to catch 
tartars. It is reported that Capt. Biddle of the Ean- 
dolpb, in an engagement with a sixty-gun ship, was 
blown up. We have been so onfortonate that I am 
apt to believe alm<Mt uiy bad news ; but this report 
I oannot believe."^ William Story, derh of the 
Navy Board at Boston, wrote to Vemon, Ajnil 29 : 
" The doctr. of the Alfred has been at the Board 
and gives a particular Aooot. of Capt. Thompson's 
behaviour; he is Condemned by every One and 
they are Crying out why don't yoor board turn him 
out and hang him, &c, &e, I am Sorry the Service 
Suffers by the Misconduct of the officers in the 
navy. I want the board should be together to de- 
tennine oonoeming C^t. Thompson."' Captain 
Manley, who had been a prisoner in New York 
since his arrival there after the capture of the 
Hancock in July, 1777, was finally released and 
returned to Boston April 21. He was tried by a 
court-martial in June for the loss of hia ship, and 
acquitted. Captain McNeill of the Boston was tried 
for not properly supporting the Hancock, and was 
dismissed from the navy. Captain Thompson was 
oonrt-nutrtialed and was also dismissed.^ 

' FM. H. L Hilt. See., viil, 287. * Rid., 240. 

• Slid., 246, 247; JToMocftwdtt ^, April 80, 1778; Pen. 
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The Continental brigantine Baustuioe vas par- 
ohued for the navy in 1777, and was fitted ont at 
New London. Capttun Samuel Chew was given oodi< 
mand of her in June of that year, hut she Beenu 
first to have got to sea early in 1778. She moonted 
ten four-poonder guns, and while ominng in the 
West Indies, fell in with a twenty-gnn British letter 
of marque. Match 4. After a hard-fought battle, in 
which Chew and one of bis lieutenants were killed, 
the TesaeU parted and Uie Besistanoe returned to 
Boston. The new sloop of war General Gates got to 
sea during the sommor and captured two prizes ; in 
the action with one of them, Ciqitain Skimmer of 
tiie Gates was killed.' 

Capttun Barry was apptnnted, May 80, 1778, to 
command the frigate Raleigh, Captain Thompson 
baying been relieved. Barry was ordered, August 
24 and again on the 2Stb, to sail to the southward 
in the Baleigh in company with the brigantine 
Resistanoe, now conmoanded by Captain William 
Burke, formerly in command of the schooner War- 
ren, of Washii^cton's fleet at Boston in 1776. The 
Baleigh and BcMstanoe were at Boston. The Ma- 
rine Committee apparently had in mind two other 
FatJca, Jnl; 14, 1718 ; Clark, i, 63 ; tfsr. Cam. LeUw Boot, I4S, 
147, 166 (April 28, May 6, Jnlj S4, 1778} ; Pap. Om. C<mgr., Vt, 
183 (Jamiurr IS, 1779) ; Jona MSB., Beptamb«r 4, KoTember 16, 
17, 1778; Wcteoa MSS., Jniw IS, 1778. 

1 Jfor. Com. L^tr Beck, 02, 03, 04 (Jim* 17, 1777), 148 (AprU 
28, 1778); JTae LondM Hut. Boe., IT, i, ; Adamt 1188., Oetobar 
2, 1778, T«nNB to Adam*; J<m. CohL Cmgr., SaptwnlMt 14, 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NAVAL OPERATIONS IN 1778 315 

frigates for service in southern waters, vnth these 
vessels or independently. These were the Warren, 
at Boston, and the Deane, which, after her comple- 
tion at Nantes, bad come over to Portsmouth under 
the command of Captain Samnel Nichdson, arriv- 
ing in May. The inetmctionB sent to Barry pro- 
vided for a cruise on the sonthem coast of the 
United States, but they were not carried out ; other 
orders to Barry, issued after he had sailed, also re- 
lated to a soathem oruise. The Resistance must have 
suled before the orders of August 24 reached Bos- 
ton. She was sent out to look for the fleet of Ad^ 
miral D'Estaing, which was expected to arrive soon, 
but missed it ; and then cruising to the southward 
she ran into Admiral Howe's fleet and was cap- 
tured.! 

The Balugb sailed from Boston September 25 
alone, except for two vessels under her convoy, 
which apparently soon dropped astern. The wind 
was fresh from the northwest, but seems to have 
died down before uight ; the Baleigh's first course 
was east by south. At uoon two sail were sighted 
at a distance of fifteen miles to the southeast. The 
Raleigh hauled to the north, and the strange ves- 
sels, which were the British fifty-gun ship Experi- 
ment and the Unicom of twenty-two guns, followed 

> Mot. Cum. LMer Boat, 181 (Maroh 6, 1718), 147, 148, 168, 
154 (May 6, 9, 30, 1778), 173, 114 (An^uit 34, 2S, 1778), 175, 179a 
(Saptsmbar 14, 28, 1778) ; Indepmdaii Chroniele, M«j 7, 1778 ! 
^«on, Ti, 195 i Amer. Cath. Hirt. B«., April, 1904; Pvbl.B.L 
Bist. Boc., TiH, 2&S; Adams MBS., Ootobsi 2, 1778. 
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in pursuit. The ohase continned neariy sixty honn 
before a shot vas fired, off the coast of Maine. On 
the morning of Septembw 27 the ships were not 
in sight, bat reappeared about half-past nine in the 
forenoon. The wind blew fresh from the west, and 
the Raleigh, nmning off at a speed of eleven knots, 
drew'away from her pursuers, but in the afternoon, 
the wind having diminished agun, the Unicom 
gained on her. The narrative of two of the BaleigVs 
officers says : " At half past four p,h. tacked and 
stood to the S. westward in otdex to discover the 
headmost ship's force ; at tiie same time saw several 
islands, bat oould not tell the name of either. Our 
ship being cleared for action and men at their quar- 
ters, about five p.h. coorsed the headmost ship [the 
Unioem], to windward athwart her fore foot, on 
which we hoisted our colours, hauled up the mizzen 
sail and took in the stay sails ; and immediately 
the enemy hoisted St. Geoige's ensign. She appear- 
ing to be pierced for twenty-eight guns, we gave 
her a broadside, which she returned; the enemy dien 
tacked and came up under our lee quarter and the 
second broadside she gave us, to our unspeakalsle 
grief, carried away oar fore top-mast and mizzen 
top-gallant-mast. He renewed the action with fresh 
vigor and we, notwithstanding our misfortune, hav- 
ing in a great measure lost command of our ship, 
were determined for victory. He then shot ahead 
of us and bore away to leeward. By this time we 
had our ship cleared of the wreck. The enemy plied 
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his broadsides briskly, which ve retnmed as brisk ; 
we perceiving that his intentions were to thwart ns, 
we bore away to prevent his raking us, and if pos- 
sible, to lay him aboard, which he doubtless pei^ 
cetved and having the full command of his ship, 
jnrevented ns by sheering off and dropping astern, 
keeping his station on our weather quarter. Nighi 
ooming on we perceived the stemmost ship giuning 
on us very fast, and being much disabled in our 
sails, masts and rigging and having no possible view 
of escaping, Capt. Barry thought it most jn^dent, 
with the advice of his officers, to wear ship and 
stmid for the shore, if possible to prevent the ship's 
fftlling into the enemy's hands by running her on 
shore. The engagement continuing veiy warm, 
about twelve midnight saw the land bearing N.N.E. 
two points under our bow. The enemy, after an en- 
gagement of seven hours, thought proper to sheer 
off and wait for his consort, they showing and an> 
swering false fires to each other." ^ 

The Ikperiment soon came up and joined in the 
fire, and the Briiish tried to out ofE the Raleigh 
from the shore. " Encouraged by our brave obmman- 
der, we were determined not to strike. After receiv- 
ing three broadsides from the lai^ ship and the 
fire of the frigate on onr lee quarter, our dap struck 
the shore, which the large ship perceiving poured 
in two broadsides, which was returned by us ; she 
then hove in stays, our guns being loaded gave us 
1 Pemuilvania Poil,OiAohm 19, nTS.qaDted in £arry,M, SB. 
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a good opporttmity of Taking her, wliicli we did 
-with OUT wliole broadside and after ibat she bore 
away and raked ns likewise, and both kept ap a 
heavy fire on each quarter, in order to make ub 
strike to them, which we never did. After continu- 
ing their fire some time they ceased and came to 
anchor about a mile distant." > 

According to the Experiment's log, at quarter 
before six F.U. on the 27th, the " Unicom came to 
close Action with the Chace, the first Broadside 
carried away the Enemys foretopmast and Main 
topgaUant Mast, at 7 a violent fireing on board 
both Ships, ^ past 9 die fireing ceased ^ an Hour, 
on which we fired sereral Signal Gnna & was an- 
swered by the Unicorn with Lights & false Fires 
bearing N J E 3 miles, at 10 the Unicom still 
in Action, at 11 spoke her & found the chace close 
by her, soon after got alongside the Chace, she gave 
na a Broadside & we ritumed it, she then ran upon 
the Shore, we being close to the Eocks, tacked & 
Anchored about ^ a Grun Shott from her, as did 
the Unicom in 20 fathoms Water ; at 6 am. the 
Enemy still on ^ore on a small barren Island 
called Seal Island, the Rebel Colours still hoisted, 
at 7 we^hed and Anchored near her, fired sevend 
Ghins & hoisted out all our Boats, Manned & 
Armed, sent a Boat ahead with a Fl^ of Trace 
to offer them Quarters, on discovering which she 
bawled down her Colours, her first Lieutenant and 
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One Hundred & thirty-three Men were got ashore 
on the laland, but surreDdered on a Smnmons by 
Truce." 1 

The Baleigh had ran on a roel^ island in or^near 
Fenobacot Bay, the identity of which seems not to 
have been perfectly eatablished. Barry had &t once 
proceeded to land his crew, intending to destawy 
his ship, and before morning he and eighty-five of 
hia men had escaped in boats to the mainland ; but 
through n^Iigenoe or treachery die combostibles 
prepared for firing the ship were not ignited. The 
British soon took possession of the frigate and 
made prisoners of those of her crew who bad not 
yet left her. The Baleigh lost twenty-fire killed and 
wounded. The Unicom had ten hilled and many 
wounded, and was much injured in her hull and 
rigging. Captain Barry with those of his crew who 
escaped fonnd their way back to Boston, where 
they arrived in about two weeks. The British 
hauled the Baleigh off the rocks and took her into 
their service. Barry's reputation did not suffer from 
this mishap and he was held blameless by a court 
of inquiry. In November he was appointed to 
command a fleet of galleys to be emfJoyed in an 
expedition against East Florida, bat this project 
was never carried out.^ 

1 Brit. Adm. £«c, Cqptaiiu' LegM, No. 331 ; alio Ko. 1017 
{log of the nnioara), 

' Barry, oh. iz ; Daiuon, ch. xliij Mar. Com. Letter Boot, 
184, 191 (OotolMi 26, NoTMnbtt 20, ITIS); Btwton Oaxette, Ootober 
6, 1778 i Brit. Mm. Bee., A. D. 4S9, Ootobn 28, 1778. 
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Tbe MauaoboBetta state brigs Tyrannidde, Cap- 
tain Haraden, and Hazard, Captun Sampstm, 
Buled late in 1777 on a ontise in the West Indies. 
Early in their voyage Uiqr took three prizes, bat 
after arriving npon their cnunng ground they had 
little sncoess. One of the few vessels they saw, 
wrote Sampson from Martiniqae, March 5, 1778, 
was " a Frigate that we fell in with a few days 
before we Arrived here, woh after we boar away 
for her and discovered her to be a Six & thir^ 
Gun Frigate and we not thinhing proper to 
engage ber, Sbeatd from her, woh sbee Femeving, 
gave OS Chase, bat we soon Bnn her ont of sight. 
. . . The Hazard proves to be a very good Sea- 
boat & is as Excellent Sailor and works kindly 
every way."^ Tbey sailed home, March 80, and 
arrived in Mi^. The brig MassaohnsettB, Captain 
Ijambert, was ordered on a cmise to the coasts (A 
England, Spun, and Portugal. In Jane, Captain 
Flsk was appointed to oonunand the Hazard, which 
Sampson had given ap on account of ill health. 
Fisk declined the appointment, saying that be woold 
not " go to sea nntiU I can ^t a ship tliat is able 
to make some defence against a British frigate."* 
The Hazard was then given to Captain Williams 
and he was ordered to cruise for West Indiamen. In 
August, Captain Hallet, who'sucoeeded Haraden in 
the l^ranuicide, was ordered to cruise off Long 
Island, but owing to the proximity of the English 

1 Mimathmats l£ag., Jnlj 1908. * Maai. Arcluvu, cliii, 73. 
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fleet after the French fleet had gone to Boston, he 
« stood away to the Northwd." He fell in with and 
cruised a few days with the Continental frigate 
Warren. Hallet says that on September 25 he saw 
a sail standing towards him, which *' hove out am 
English Ensign, I gave her a Bow Chace and 
English Colours ; bail'd her, was answered from 
St George's Bay bound to Jersey. I order her to 
heave out her boat & oome on board me, which she 
did. I sent a Prize Master who sent tiie Capt. with 
his Papers on board me. I then hoisted an Amer- 
ican Jack & ordered her to strike to the United 
States, which was complied with." ^ The prize was 
a British letter of marqoe brig called the Juno. 
E^ly in the year 1778 a moderate building pro- 
gramme had been planned for the Massachusetts 
navy, but was only partially carried out." 

In Boston Harbor March 23, 1778, were the 
ships Defence and Oliver Cromwell of the Conneo- 
tiout navy; &e former, which had previoosly been 
rigged as a brig, carried eighteen six-pounders, the 
Cromwell, twenty nine-pounders. There were also 
in port at the same time three privateer ships, the 
Ctenerat MiEBin and Minerva, of twenty guns 
each, and the Hancock, of eighteen guns. ' Late in 

* Matt. Arehivet, eliii, 110. 

' Matt. <7ouri£«:., JiuiiULi7n,ApTil21,Jiiii«23,lTr8i JToM. 
Arthivei, cli, 440, 442, 449, oliU, 73, 110, 114; MattaditttOit Mag., 
April, Jul}', October, 1008. 

' BtU. Adm. Jicc, A. D. 488, No. 57, Apnl 23, 1778, iutolli' 
gsnoe Dollaoted foi Aduiial Howa. 
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Maroli the Defence, Captain Samoel Smedley, and 
the Oliver Cromwell, Captain Timotby Parker, 
sailed from Bostcm <m a cniiae. Kear the Bahamas, 
April 16, thc^ fell ia with and captured the British 
ships Admiral Eeppel, 18, and Cygnns, 16. A sea- 
man on the Oliver Cromwell wrote in his journal: 
"We gave chase nnder a moderate s^ At 9 
o*clook came np with them. They at first shew 
French colors to decoy us. When we came in aboat 
half a mile, they ups with the English colors. We 
had Continental colors flying. We eng^ed the 
ship Admiral Kepple as follows : When we came in 
abont twenty rods of her, we gave her a bow gnn. 
She soon returned us a stem chase and then a broad- 
nde of grape and ronnd shot. Captain orders not 
to fire till we can see the white of their eyes. We 
get close under their larboard quarter. They began 
another broadside and then we b^;an and held tuff 
and toff for about two glasses, and then she struck 
to OB. At the same time the Defence engaged the 
Cyrus, who as the Keppel struck, wore round un- 
der our stem. We wore ship and gave her a stem 
chase, at which she immediately struck. The loss 
on our side was one killed and six wounded, one 
mortally, who soon died. Our ship was hailed nine 
times with six-pound shott, three of which went 
through our berth, one of which wounded the boat- 
swun's yeoman. The loss on their side was two 
killed and six wounded. Their larboard quarter was 
well filled witi) shott. One nine-pounder went 
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ihrongli hermuo-niast. Employed in the afternoon 
takii^ oat the men and manning the prize."^ la 
May the Defence had small pox on hoard and pat 
into Charleaton, Sooth Carolina. A letter from 
that place, dated Jane 26, says: '*0n receiving 
intelligence of several of the Enemy's privateers 
being on our coast & annoying onr trade with 
impunity, Capt Smedley (notwithstanding he wag 
at the time perfomung qnaraotine for the small 
pox}, on an application from His Exoellenoy our 
President, fitted oat the Defence immediately, beii^ 
assisted l^ Commodore Gillon [and other officers 
of the South Carolina navy] , and last friday sailed 
over our Bar in quest of them, having in Company 
vith him a French Armed Sloop called the Volant, 
commanded by Capt. Daniel, who volantarily of< 
fered his service on the occasion. Before night they 
fell in with Three privateer Sloops, two of which 
they took"' and brought into Charleston. The 
third sloop escaped. These vessels were from St. 
Augustine, a place much frequented by British pri- 
vateers. The Defence, in company with the Volant, 
returned to Boston in August, and in December 
was sent on another cruise with the Oliver Crcnn- 
weU.' 

In Janaary, 1778, tbe American privateer brig 

> ifea Landon Silt. Sec., II, i, 50, 17, i, 38, 4L The qootatiaii 
is from the logbook of Timothy Bmudnum. 

» Tnimbm U88., -riil, 149. 

■ ib'(f.,xz,I82,xzTi,4a,4e; hidqmdtnt Cnromcia, AnKiut 6, 
ITia 
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General SuBiTan, caning fourteen guns and a 
hundred and thirty^Te men, bad an engt^ment 
in the West Indies with the uxteen-gun Liverpool 
privateer Isabella, said to have had a crew of only 
fifty. They fought two hours and a half yardarm 
and yardarm and then separated. The British re- 
port says : *< The engagement was hot and I believe 
filial to them, for we oonld see them falling out of 
tiie tope and hear their shrieks and groans. Itfallii^ 
dark and onr rising out to pieces, we could not 
work our ship and so lost our prize." The Sullivan 
seems to have suffered most severely, having eleven 
killed and twenty-three wounded, many of them 
dangerously. The Isabella lost two killed and ten 
wounded, one mortally.^ 

On the morning of May 26, some distance off 
the Delaware capes, the British ship Minerva, car- 
tying SLKteeu six-pounders, ten codioms, and forty 
men, fell in witii an American brigantine mounling 
fourteen guns, sizes and fours, sic coehoms, and 
twenty<f our swivels. The British account says :" At 
eight o'clock be came up with us, it blowing then 
easy ; he kept his head toward us, so that wecould not 
see his whole force, and we suspected his attempting 
to board, on which we fired a cobom and hoisted 
our colours. He still keeping his station, we fired 
on board of him and opened our stem ports ; on 
seeing this he ran up abreast and gave us a broad- 
side, hoisting the 13 stripes. We returned his broad- 
> ITtBuinw, 2U, 21&. 
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Bide and the actioii continned for one hoar and 57 
minutes, having ohliged him to sheer off at ten 
o'clock. We wen in no condition to follow him, 16 
of our crew being killed and wounded, our scuppers 
on both sides running with blood, I may say, of as 
brave men as ever faced an enemy, oar sails and 
rigging being mostly cut and destroyed and all onr 
masts very severely wounded. Onr greatest distance 
from the privateer during the engagement did not 
exceed the length of our ship and we were often 
yard arm and yard arm, scarce clearing one an- 
other's nggmg. Our topmast stay-sail, which om- 
tinued set daring the action, had 180 shot through 
it, 9 great shot besides small ones through our en- 
sign, 1 through our pendant, 13 shot in onr mizen- 
mast, onr main-mast shot through and onr fore-mast 
greatly damaged. I believe that the rebel was as 
much damaged in rigging as ourselves and his loss 
of men must have been very considerable, he being 
quite crowded with them; he carried six swivels in 
bis tops and great quantities of their shot consisted 
of old iron cut square, old pots, old bolts, £o. About 
the middle of the engagement an alarm was raised 
that our ship was beginning to sink ; on this a 
number of the men deserted th«r quarters, and 
among them the person who was at the helm. The 
captain rallied them instantly, took the helm him- 
self, and while standing there a ball went tiirongli 
his hat." The report tiiat tilte ship was Binking 
"arose from some of the enemy's shot having gone 
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throogh and through, which staved 14 pnncheoiis 
of mm between decdce." " Snch resolatioii was then 
shewn that had tibe ship been in a sinkiiig condi- 
tion, I am oonvinoed she wonld have gone to the 
bottom with tiio colours standing, every one on boaid 
being determined to sell his life as dear as he oonld. 
Hie rebel hailed ns to atrike, bat we cotild spare 
no time to answer him." The Minerva lost seven 
killed and nine woonded. She was mnoh crippled, 
and with the help of a British frigate got into New 
York four days later, i 

Four Connecticnt fishermen were captured by 
the British at sea in September, 1778, and taken 
to Januuca, where th^ were impressed on board 
the sloop Active, bonnd to Kew York. Daring the 
voyage the foor Americans rose npon the crew of 
Urn Active, fourteen in number, and confined them 
below. Although the British were armed and made 
many desperate attempts to regain possession of 
the sloop, th^ were finally subdued after a two 
days' sbm^le. The Active was then headed for 
port, but was seized 1^ a Pennsylvania state cruiser 
and a privateer, who dwmed hra as a prize and 
took her into I^iladelphia. The conflicting claims 
of the Connecticnt fishermen and thelast captors, for 
prize money, led to long and important litigation, 
involving the question of state sovereignty.' 

> London CironiiU, Ontobtc 8, 1TI8, >«irint«d In PanM. Mag- 
HitL and Biogr., April 1689. 

' Pmn. Mag. Sitt. and Biagr,, Jannarj, 1893 ; Jameaou'i Euagt 
in Conttitvtional Biitory U. B., 17. 
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The tweatf-gnn ship General Hancock, Captain 
Hardy, a privAteer of Boston, on the 19th of Sep- 
tember fell in with the British letter of marqae Le- 
vant, of thirty-two ^na, and they fought three 
hours, b^^inning at one o'clock in the afternoon. 
Both ships hoisted their colors and after firing a 
few shot the Levant came alongside the General 
Hancock ; then the action began. At half-p&at two 
Captain Hardy recMved a severe wonnd, which 
proved fataL The ships exchanged broadsides at 
abort range nntil four o'clock when the Levant 
blew up, part of the wreck falling on board the 
American ship. The Hancock's boats were im- 
mediately k>wered and eighteen of the Levant's 
crew of about a hundred were saved. The American 
loss included four killed, besides the captain.^ 

The recall of the British ambassador from France 
in Mareh, 1T78, was followed by preparations for 
war between the two nations. The French collected 
a fleet at Brest under the eoDunand of the Comte 
d'Orvilliers and another at Toulon under the Comte 
d'Estaing. The Breat fleet fought an tadeciaive 

> Alnon, Tli, 168; ContinaUal Joamal, S«ptemlMt 24, ITtS. 
The L«T>nt ii eallsd a frigate in die laooiuit of th* affair. Fur- 
ther aoMmnla of privaiean anil priiM in 1778 are gi-na in N. E. 
Bill, and On. Beg., niu (1869), 47, 181, 289 ; Londm Ckronide, 
Jftnnar; 15, Felnnary 24, JuM 18, Ao^iut 20, Septambei 20, 1778 ; 
Boyal Amer. Oatettt (Nav Toik), March 10, 177Sj Botim Pott, 
Oatober7, Deoember S, Wl?,; Pem. Fatlai, Jnly 24, 1778 ; But- 
Um OautU, Angtut 24, September 14, 21, October 12, 1778 ; 
ManaiAiutaM Spg, June 25, Norember 6, 1778; ludqierulmt 
Chnmide, Deoerober 24, ITTS. 
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eDgagement off Ushaiit in July witb tlte Britagh 
fleet of Admiral KeppeL It waa intended that the 
Toulon fleet should cross the Atlantic and hlockade 
Admiral Howe in Delaware Bay. The overwhelming 
preponderanoe of sea power on the side of the Brit- 
ish had hitherto ^ven them nearly complete control 
of the American coast ; and tihey had been free to 
move their troops and supplies from place to place 
with little hindrance, en»pt the occasional loss of 
a transport which had become separated from its 
convoy. There was now a prospect of the Americans 
being able, with the hdp of French fleets, to dis- 
pute the naval supremacy of England, at least along 
their own shores. Disappointments were in store for 
them, however, and began with the dilatoriness 
which marked the preparation of this Toulon fleet 
from the beginning, and all its subsequent move- 
ments. D'Estaing sailed from Toulon April 13, 
taking with him as passengers M. Gerard, the first 
minister plenipotentiary of France to the United 
States, and Silas Deane, who had been recalled by 
Congress and was returning home to explain his 
transactions in France. 13ie fleet passed Gibraltar 
more than a month later and appeared off the 
Delaware capes July 7. It was said tliat this ex- 
ceptionally long voyi^ was doe to time spent in 
drills and to unnecessary delays, but D'Estaing 
himself says it was caused by the extreme slowness 
of some of his vessels and the necessity of keeping 
his fleet together. At any rate, he waa too late to 
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accomplish the first great object of the expedition, 
which was to close the Delaware before the British 
left it, Howe bad s^ed June 22, passed ont oi the 
bay on the 28th, and arrived off Sandy Hook two 
days later. The evacuation of Philadelphia by the 
British had been ordered early in the spring and 
was carried out June 1 8. Howe's fleet had on board 
^1 the stores and baggage of the army, which 
marched overland through New Jersey. If the Brit- 
ish fleet had been caught in the Delaware, it is 
possible that a victory as decisive as that of York- 
town three years later might have been the result ; 
for the British army, without their fleet to trans- 
port them from the lower bay of New York to the 
city, might have fared badly. D'Estaing, moreover, 
baring captured Howe's fleet, could have taken 
New York. Howe on July 12 bad six ships of sixty- 
fonr or more guns, three fifties, two forty-^ours, 
and four frigates. Another British fleet under Ad- 
miral Byron was coming to reinforce him. D'Estaing 
had eight ships of seventy-foor or more guns, three 
sixty-fours, one fifty, and five frigates.* 

D'Estaing soon s^ed for New York with the in- 
tention of entering the harbor and attacking Howe. 
He arrived off Sandy Hook July 11, but did not 
go inside. He was told by all the pilots be consulted 
that bis heavier ships could not pass over the 

I ^;in<Hi,Ti, 132;ScAi>mier9,iT, 331, 338; Suncli, 76, 311 ; Ma- 
kan, 350, 359, 360; Unitaf Service, October, 1905, " D'Estain^'i 
; Stop/ord-SadeeiUe M38., 110 ; Chinning, iii, 288, £98. 
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bar. He offered a hundred and fifl? thousand fr&nct 
to any pilot who would take him inside, hnt no one 
Tolnnteered. Thus a aeoond opportunity to annihi- 
late the British fleet was hwt. The IVench policy 
periiapB did not favor an early and deciaive trininpfa 
of the American oanse, and possibly D'Egtungwas 
leu itreauons in his efforts than he wonld have been 
if he had been fighting for his own coontry alone. 
This would have been reasonablfl from the French 
point of view and oonsistent with the admiral's in- 
atraetions, which called for the performance of 
some *' action beneficial to the Americans, glorious 
for the arms of the king, fit to manifest immediately 
the protection that His Majesty acoorded to his 
allies."^ 

CEstaing remained off Sandy Hook eleven days, 
and is said to have captured during that time twenty 
British vessels bound into New York. July 22 be 
sailed for Newport, having been requested by Wash> 
it^;ton to cooperate with General Sullivan in an 
attack on that town. On the 29th the French fleet 
appeared off Newport and a few days later occupied 
the eastern and western obaimelB of Narrt^ansett 
Bay. Four British frigates and two sloops of war 
were destroyed, either by the French or by the 
English themselves, to prevent capture. Unfortun- 
ately Sullivan did not get ready for the movement 
against Newport until August 8. D'Estaing then 
ran into the central channel of the bay, under fire 
1 Unitod Btniia, Ootobw, 1906. 
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from the batteries at the entrance, and anchored 
the main body of his fleet north of the harbor. The 
attach was phuined for the lOtb. On the 9th the 
BritiBh fleet appeared oS Point Jndith, where 
it anchored. Howe had Sfuled from New York Ao- 
guBt 1, having been rranforced by several ships of 
Admiral Byron's fleet, which had been seaCtered by 
a storm on its jMtssage from England. Howe now 
had with him one seTeaty-fonr, seven sixty-fours, 
five fifties, two forty-fours, six frigates, and several 
small vessels. Althongh his force was thus consid- 
erably intavased, he was still somewhat weaker than 
bis adversary, and seems to have had no intention 
of attacking. Under the ciroumstancee, however, 
D'Esttung preferred the open sea, and early the 
next morning, August 10, the wind having shifted 
to the north during the night, he cut his cables and 
ran out of the bay. Upon observing this movement 
of the French, Howe got under way, and the two 
fleets spent the next twenty-four hours manoenvring 
for the weather-gange, or, according to D'Estaing's 
account, the British fleet fled before the wind, at- 
tempting to get back to New York, with the French 
in pursuit This continued until late on the after- 
noon of the 11th, and the leading French ships were 
just overhauling the British rear, when the wind, 
wMch had been increasii^, became a violent gale, 
which soon scattered the vessels of botii fleets, each 
ship being eng^ed in a stru^le with the elcroentH. 
" At half-past three in the morning " of the 12th, 
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says D'Estung in his report, " the bowsprit broke, 
then the foremast, then the main-top, then the mi^ 
zenmast; finally the mainmast felL Our mdder 
broke next. This last misfortune was the greatest 
of all. We were now only a floating mass with no- 
thing to steady as and nothing to guide us." ^ This 
was the plight of the admiral's flag-ship, the Lan- 
guedoe, of ninety guns. The storm continued una> 
bated nn^ the afternoon of the 13th, when it sub- 
sided. Before ni^t the Ijanguedoo and another dis- 
masted French ship were attacked by two British 
ships, but darkness put an end to the encounter. 
The next day most of the French fleet came together 
and anchored for temporary repairs. The British 
made their way back to New York. D'Estaing, hav- 
ing completed necessary repairs, bore away for 
Rhode Island Aagnst lT,and appeared again before 
Newport on the 20th. It was then decided that 
the fleet could be thoroughly refitted at no place 
nearer than Boston, and D'E^staii^ therefore sailed 
again on the 22d, to the great disappointment of 
Sullivan, who was forced to abandon his eamp^gn 
against Newport. The French arrived in the lower 
harbor of Boston Angnst 28, and four days later 
Howe's fleet, having refitted at New York, appeared 
in sight. On his way to Boston, Howe had captured 
the Continental brig Besistance, which bad been 
sent out to look for the French fleet. Finding B'Es- 
taing's position too strong to be attacked, Howe 
> United Servict, Octobei, I90&. 
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soon departed, retunimg to New York. D' E^taing 
remained at Boston over two months, finally siuling 
for the West Indies Noyember 4. He arrived at 
Martinique December 9.^ 

Shortly after the final departure of D'Est^g 
from Rhode Island, the British frigate Carysfort, 
Captain Fanshawe, with a considerable fleet and a 
detachment of the army under General Grey, made 
a raid, September 4, upon Amerioan shipping in 
Buzzard's Bay and at Martha's Vineyard. The ex- 
pedition was sent by Admiral Gambler, who about 
this time succeeded Howe in commaad of the North 
Amerioan station. At New Bedford, Fair Haven, 
and Holmes's Hole about twenty vessels of some 
size, besides seventy smaller ones and many boats, 
were destroyed; also twenty-six stor^ionses and 
other public property. Major Silas Talbot of the 
Continental army reported to General Sullivan that 
the British fleet comprised forty-five sail, great and 
small, bringing four thousand troops, to oppose 
whom the Americans mustered one thousand militia. 
Talbot said that besides destroying nearly all the 
shipping at New Bedford, they burned twenty shops 
and twenty-two houses in the town. A few weeks 
later Gambier sent out another marauding expedi- 

1 Maiaa, 369-8SG j Ctowtt, iii, S97-41I ; Umttd Strvict, Oato- 
bBt,1906; ^/i>un,Tii,2T--60,10&'112; Dimial.ii!, oh. TJij CheTa- 
lier's Marint Frani;aiit, ah. iii ; Clari, i, 83, 84 ; Sliiiniberg, iv, 
838, 339 ; PuU. il. J. HiMl. Soc., Tiii, 256. For Di. SMniiel Coopei'a 
■ooonnt of D'EBtung;, m« Hal*, i, 183. 
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tion, to Egg Harbor, New Jersey.^ The»e traneao- 
tionB were in line with the pcdlcy advocated earlier 
in the year by Gremuun,* whose nndeivBecffetaiy, 
TTilliam Enox, wrote October SI : " What a proof 
is the Bedford enterprize of the proprie^ of Uie 
OTders BO repeatedly given for attacking the rebel 
sea porta, and what a reflection ia it upon Lord 
Howe's character that Grambier, in hii short ab- 
sence, has done more to subdoe the Bebellim than 
his lordship daring the whole of his oommand. It 
was always dear in specnlation that the Militia 
would never stay with Washii^ton or qnit their 
homes, it the coast was kept in alarm, but the ex- 
periment having now been made, the efFect is re- 
duced to a certainty. Surely somebody will ask 
Lord Howe why he has never attempted any- 
thing of the kind." "I mu^ fear [D'Estwng] 
will go to the West Indies, . . . bat perhaps By 
ron's enterprizing turn may discover the praetica- 
bQitf of burning his fleet and the town of Boston 
together, and then everything will succeed with 
ns."' 

General Sullivan evacuated Rhode Island by 
passing over to the mainland at Tiverton August 
29. The British fortified the eastern channel of 

> Almon,fS,Sa-3S,i^-1»,16i-160;8ttvnt,n6•J■.^>arkMM88., 
September 7, ITTS, Talbot t« SuUiTao. 

' Sm aboTe, p. 201. 

' Hilt. ManiueripU Com., Variaia Cellectioiu, tI, 158. For other 
oODteiaporar; opinioiu of Howe, lee MoMt. Hitt. Sue. Proc, No- 
vember, 1910. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



NATAL OPERATIONS IN 1778 335 

Narragansett Bay, or Sakonnet River, by batteries 
on the shore and by a two-bundred-ton u^ooner 
named the Figot, armed with eight twelve-pounders, 
maimed by a orew of forty-five men and moored 
near the mouth of the river. Major Talbot fitted 
out at Providence a small sloop called the Hawke 
with two three-pounders and manned her with a 
detachment from the army afterwaxds reinforced, 
it is said, to the number of sixty in alL Talbot pro- 
ceeded to Mount Hope Bay where he wsited for a 
&vorabIe wind. On the night of October 28 he 
dropped down the river and passed the batteries 
unseen, drifting downstream under bare poles. "At 
half-past one," he says in his report, " got sight of 
the schooner Figot, but a small distance from her 
was hailed by her and fired upon by her marines 
from the quarter-deck, but reserved onr fire till we 
had run our jibb boom through her fore shrouds, 
then threw in su(^ a volley of mosketry loaded with 
bullets and buckshot and some cannon, that the sea- 
men that were on deck immediately ran below beg- 
ging for quarters and them that were below never 
made their appearance upon deck, the consequence 
of which was, my men run out upon onr jibb boom 
and boarded her without the loss of a man. We 
came to sail with her and run into this harbor 
[Stoningtcm], where my men are all landed and on 
their inarch to Providence." * Fop this exploit Ma- 
jor Talbot was promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
I Aimen. vii, 331. 
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oolooel in the CoDtinental aim; and was afterwards 
made a captain in the navy.^ 

In Boston Harbor about the middle of Dec^n- 
ber were the Continental frigates Warren, Frovi- 
dence, Boston, Deane, and Queen of France. AH 
except the first of these vessels had come from France 
during the year. There was likewise in port the 
new frigate Alliance, built at Salisbory on the Mer- 
rimao Biver and fitting oat for her first voyage. One 
or two state croisera and about ten large privateers 
were also lying in Boston Harbor at this time. Of 
the frigates the Deane was fully manned ajid ready 
for sea ; the others would have been nearly so, if 
privateering had not made it practically impossible, 
without great delay, to get men for their crews.' 
These six frigates represented almost the entire 
strength of the Continental navy in commission in 
American waters at the end of 1778.* 

1 OmtinaUal Jomnal, NoTembar 19, 1778 ; BoHon Pet, No- 
Tember 28, 1778 ; Tnokennaii'i Life qf T(^b(H, oh. iiL 

* FhU. R. I. Eitt. Six., tiU, 205, 256 ; BrU. Adm. Rte., A.D. 
489, No. 19, Deoambsr 20, 1778, intoUigeiuie ooUeeted for Admiral 
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CHAFFEE X. 

BXmOPEAN WATEE8 IN 1778 

Captain John Pacl Jonbb bronglit the Bangsr to 
France in December, 1777, eager to aarry the war 
upon the enemy's shores. He wrote to the Marine 
Committee : *' It is my hearts first and favorite wish 
to be employed in Active and enterprizing Services 
where there is a prospect of Bendering such Services 
Useful and Acceptable to America. The Singular 
Honor which Congress hath done me by their gen- 
erous approbation of my past Conduct hath inspired 
me with Sentimotts of Gratitade which I shall 
carry with me to my Grave ; and if a life of Services 
devoted to America can be made inatrmnental in 
seeuring its Independence, I shall regard the Con- 
tinuance of anch approbation as an honor far Supe- 
rioar to the Empt; Peagentry which Kings ever did 
or can bestow." ^ 

During the first two mouths after his arrival, 
Jones spent much time in Paris, conferring with 
the American Commissioners. While there he 
suggested the cruise of a French fleet to America, 
which a little later was carried out by D'Estaing. 
As to his own plans, the command of the IJidien, 
building at Amsterdam, had been int^ided for him* 
> Pap. Cent. Ocatgr., 08, 137 (DMamlMr 10, 1777). 
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bat tluB veflsel had been transferred to the French 
government for political reasons. In being deprived 
of this fine ship, Jones met with one of the most 
trying of his many disappointments. A emise in 
t^e Sanger was then proposed. Jones had already 
stated to the oommissioners' his views of sound 
American policy, which was to attack defenseless 
seaports of the enemy and to cmise, in squadrons if 
possible, against Ms oommeroe in bis own waters, 
where it was concentrated, rather than attempt to 
cope with an overwhelming naval power ; to destroy 
the greatest amomit of proper^ in the shortest time, 
striking quickly and unexpectedly, rather than 
attempt to send in prizes at too great risk of re- 
capture. This policy was less pleasing to those nnder 
him, whose first thou^^t was of prize mon^.' 

Early in February, 1778, Jones returned to his 
ship, which, having been thoroughly refitted, dropped 
down the Loire to Quiberon Bay, where lay a French 
fleet nnder Admiral La Motto Ficqnet The C<hi- 
tdnental brig Independence, Captain Young, was . 
also in the bay. Jones negotiated with the admiral 
through William Carmichael, secretary to Silas 
Deane, in regard to a salute of thirteen guns which 
he proposed to give to the French fl^. He afteiv 
wards wrote to the Marine Committee: "I am 
happy in having it in my power to congrstulate you 
on my having seen the American flag for the first 
time recognised in the fullest and completest manner 

1 In hu letter rf Decmber 5, 1777. » Sandt, 72-76, 811. 
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by the flag of France. I vas off their bay the 18th 
and sent my boat in the next day to know if the 
Admiral would return my salute. He answered that 
he would return to me, as the senior American 
continental officer in Europe, the same salute which 
he was authorized by his court to retntn to an 
Admiral of Holland or of any other Bepnblio, which 
Iras four guns less than the salute given. I hesitated 
at this, for I had demanded gun for gon. There- 
fore I anch(a«d in the entrance of the bay, at a 
distance from the French fleet ; but after a very 
particular inquiry on the 14th, finding that he bad 
really told the truth, I was induced to accept his 
offer, the more so as it was in fact an acknowledg- 
ment of American Independence. The wind being 
contrary and blowing hard, it was after nuuiet before 
the Banger got near enough to salute La Motte 
Pioquet with thirteen guns, which he returned with 
nine. However, to put the matter beyond a doubt, 
I did not suffer the Independence to salute till the 
next morning, when I sent the Admiral word that 
I should sail through his fleet in the brig and 
would salute him in open day. He was exceedingly 
pleased and returned the compliment also with nine 
guns." ^ ' 

This was Hie most authoritative salute up to that 

time given to tiie American dag by a foreign power. 

Although Jones saya that neither he nor La Motte 

Pioquet knew of the alliance that had been con- 

< Sandt, 77 {PelnuiT 22, 1776). 
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eluded a week before, it is probable that tbe admiral 
had reoeired some intimation of the prc^riety of 
retaming an Amerioan salute. The acknowled^ 
ment of tbe Andrev Dona's salnte at St. Enstatins 
in 1776,^ the first notice taken of a Continental 
vessel, was disavowed by the Dntoh goremment, and 
the response to that of the privateer Greneral Mifflin 
at Brest in 1777^ was not admitted by the French 
govemment. The salnte to the Banger's flag was, 
as Jcmes says, a formal recognition of American 
independence and was a natural sequence of the 
treaties of commerce^and of alliance which had been 
signed February 6 by repreeentatives of the United 
States and Frat]ce.B 

An outcome, presumably, of this episode in Qui- 
bercm Bay was a discussion some weeks later of the 
general subject of international salutes, among high 
naval officials of Fiance and on board CEstaing's 
fleet On bis voyage to America the admiral con- 
ferred with his distinguished passenger Q&ard, 
minister to the United States, and in June a conn- 
dl of officers was held on the flagship at which the 
project of an agreement between the United States 
and France, relating to this subject, was drawn 
up. It provided that ships of either power entering 

> Sm kboT*, p. 169. ■ Sm ibo-n, p. 280. 

* Sandi, 70-78 ; Skaianie, 216 ; MimeirtM dt Paul Jom, Si ; 
Dr. Orttn'i Diarf, Fabnury 13, 14, 16, 1778 ; Jonts M88., Istten 
of CarmiahMl and Piectaet, Febnurj 13, 14, 1778 ; Sparks USB., 
zllz, 12 (JouM to Deaaa, Febrnarj 26, 177S) ; Log of Banger, Feb- 
raar; 14, 1778 ; Btopfard-Saeinm M8S., lOa 
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ports of the oUier sboold salute first, in recognition 
of territoriiJ sovereign^ ; that between ships com- 
manded by officers of equal rank, the American 
should salute first, thereby achnowled^g the pre- 
cedence of the French crown, but in other eases 
the inferior should fire the first salute ; and finally, 
that all salutes should be returned by an equal 
number of guns.^ 

The brig Independence sailed for America in 
the spring. By Jones's advice Captain Yonng at- 
tempted to get into Ooraoohe Inlet, NorUi Caro- 
lina, bat unfortunately his ship was wrecked on 
the bar* 

From Qniberon Bay the Banger proceeded to 
Brest, arriving below the town Murch 8. The fleet 
of Admiral d'Orvilliers was at that time lying in 
the harbor of Brest. In this vicinity the Ranger 
remained a month and ^ain saluted the French flag, 
receiving eleven guns in return for thirteen. April 
10 she sailed on a omise in British waters. On the 
14tb, between Sdlly and Cape Clear, a brigantine 
was taken and sunk, and on the ITth, off Dublin, 
a ship was captured whieh Jones sent back to Brest. 
The events of the following week, during which the 
Banger cmised about the Isle of Man and the adju- 
oent shores of England, Scotland, and Ireland, the 

1 Jrthiva dt la Marine, B< 141, 30S-313. 

■ JoMt MS8., Capt. BeU to Jonei (IToTBmber 3, 1TI6), Jonw 
to Bdl (NoTember 15, 1T78}, and to Yonng (Norembar 18, ITIS) ; 
Ifyr. Cam. Letter Book, 146, 1G7, IS3 (to Yanng and ta N>T7 
Board, Uaj 6, Jnna 18, 1778}. 
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neighborhood of Jones'B early life, added nmoh to 
his Daval repatation.' 

Towards eYening of April 17, Jones " stood OTer 
from the Isle of Man, with an intention to make a 
descent at Whitehaven. At 10 o'clock," he says in 
his report to the commluiton^v, " I was off the 
harbor with a party of volunteers and had evety- 
thing in readiness to land, bnt before eleven the 
wind greatly increased and shifted, so as to blow 
directly npon the shore ; the sea increased of oonrse, 
and it became impossible to effect a landing. This 
obliged me to carry all possible sail so as to clear 
thelandajidtoawaitamore favorable opportunity." 

During the next few days a revenue cutter was 
chased and a schooner and sloop were sunk. Ad- 
verse winds prevented an attempt being made to 
destroy a number of vessels at anchor in a bay on 
the Scotch coast. " The 21st, being near Carrick- 
fergns, a fishii^ boat came off, which I detained. I 
saw a ship at anchor in the road which I was in- 
formed by the fisherman was the British ship-of- 
wax Drake, of 20 guns. I determined to attack her 
in the nig^t. My plan was to overlay her cable and 
to fall npon her bow, so as to have aU her decks 
open and e:q>08ed to our musketry, &c. ; at the same 
time it was my intentioa to have secured the en- 

1 Foe tlib aruisa of the Rauiret, Me Sands, 7»-M ; Shtrbwma, 
44-64 ; Grcm'i Diary ; 8cribaa-'i Mag., Jolj, 18Q6 ; Jontt 1188. ; 
Log ofBangtr. 

^ SkBrJ/amt, 45 {Jonei t« American Conmiueiatieni, Uaj 27, 
1718). 
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emy by gnq>]iiiga, bo that had they out their cables 
they would not thereby have attained an advantage. 
The wind was high and unfortunately the anchor 
was not let go so soon as the order was given, so 
that the Banger was brought up on the enemy's 
quarter at the distance of half a cable's length. We 
had made no warlike appearance, of course had 
^ven no alarm ; this determined me to cut imme- 
diately, which might appear as if t^ cable had 
parted and at the same time enable me, after mak- 
ing a tack out of the Loagh, to return with the 
same prospect of advantage which I had at the 
first, t was, however, prevented from returning, aa 
I with difficulty weathered the lighthouse on the 
lee Bide of the Lough, and as the gale increased. 
The weather now became so very stormy and se- 
vere and the sea so high that I was obliged to take 
shelter under the south shore of ScotJand.' 

" The 22d introdnced fair weather, though the 
three kingdoms as &r as the eye could reach were 
covered with snow. I now resolved once more to 
attempt WhitehaTen, but the wind became very 
light, so that the ship could not in proper time ap- 
proach 80 near as I had intended. At midnight I 
left the ship with two boats and thirty-one volun- 
teers. When we reached the outer pier the day 
began to dawn. I would not, however, abandon my 
enterprise, but despatched one boat under the di- 
rection of Mr. HiU and Lieutenant Wallingsford, 
> Blurbwne,ii; 8aadt,eO. 
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with the aeoessary combnstibleB, to set fire to the 
Bhipping on the north side <d the harbor, while I 
went with the other party to attempt the soath side. 
I waa aucoessfol ia scaling the walls and spiking np 
all the cannon in the first fort. Finding the senti^ 
nels shut np in the guard house, they were aeciued 
without being hurt. Having fixed sentiaels, I now 
took withms one man only (Mr. Green), and 8[nked 
up all the eanuon ou the soathem fort, distant from 
the other a quarter o£ a mile. On my return from 
this buainesa I naturally expected to see the fire of 
the ships on the north side, as well as to find my 
own party with everything in readiness to set fire 
to 1^ shipping in the south. Instead of this, I 
found the boat under the direction of Mr. Hill and 
Mr. Wallingsford returned and the party in some 
confusion, thdr light having burnt out at the in- 
stant when it became necessary. By the strangest 
fotality my own party were in the same situation, 
the candles being all burnt out. The day too came 
on apaee, yet I would hy no means retreat while any 
hopes of sncoeea remained. Having again pUced 
sentinels, a light was obtained at a house disjoined 
from the town and fire was kindled in the steerage 
of a large ship which was surrounded by at least 
an hundred and fifty others, chiefly frtnn two to 
four hundred tons burthen and laying side by side 
agronnd, unaurrounded by the water. There were 
besides from sevenly to an hundred large ships in 
the north arm of the harbor aground, dear of the 
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vater, and divided from the rest taJj by a stone 
pier of a sliip's height. I should have kindled fires 
in other places if the time had permitted. As it did 
not, onr oare was to prevent the one kindled from 
being easily eztinguished. After some search a 
barrel of tar was found and poured into the flames, 
which now ascended from all the hatchways. The 
inhabitants b^;an to appear in thousands and in- 
dividuals ran has^y towards us. I stood between 
them and the ship on fire with a pistol in my hand 
and ordered them to retire, which they did widi 
precipitation. The flames had already oao^t the 
rigg^g and began to ascend the mainmast. The 
sua was a fall hour's march above the horizon and 
as sleep do longer ruled the wtn-ld, it was time to 
retire. We re-embarked without opposition, having 
released a number of prisoners, as our boats conld 
not cany them. After all my people had embarked 
I stood upon the pier for a considerable time, yet 
no persons advaooed. I saw all the eminenoes 
aroond the town covered with the amazed inhab- 
itants.^ 

" When we had rowed a connderable distance 
from the shore, the English bc^an to run in vast 
numbers to their forts. Their disappointment may 
easily be imaged, when they found at least thirty 
heavy cannon, the instruments of their vengeance, 
rendered nseleaa. At length, however, they b^an 
to fire, having, as I apprehend, either brought 

1 Slixrbwiii,4!l. 
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down ship gata or naed one or two cannon wliicli 
lay on the beach at the foot of the walls dismotmted, 
and whioh had not been spiked. They fired with no 
direction and the shot falling short of the boats, 
instead of dcnng oa any damage, afforded some 
dirersion, which my people could not help showing 
by disehai^ng their pistols, &c. in retnm of the 
salnte. Had it been possible to have landed a few 
honrs sooner, my success would hare been complete. 
Not a single ship out of more than two hundred 
oonld possibly have escaped, and all the world 
would not have been able to save tiie town. What 
was done, howoTer, is sufficient to show that not all 
tJieir boasted navy can protect thdr own coasts, and 
tiiat the scenes of distress which they have occa- 
sioned in America may be soon brought home to 
thMT own door." * 

An Ei^lish account saya: **Att 4 o'Clo(^ a 
Privateer of Eighteen Guns & one hnndred & 
twenty Men landed about thirty Men in oar Har- 
bour & set a Vessel on Fire & distribated Com- 
bustibles in several Others; the Privateer is yet 
standing on & off & as we just now hear is stretol^ 
ing with Wind at East to the W.N.W."' Ac- 
cording to another letter from Whitehayen, " the 
privateer's people who landed here this morning 
were all armed with pistols and cutlasses and re- 
tired to their boats about four o'clock. . . . They 
had on their first landing spiked ap several of the 
1 Sitrbune, 46. * WhiUhavm Cutlom L*tUr Beck, 96. 
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cannon, in order to seonre their retreat. A nnmber 
of people flocking to the fort, some shot were fired 
at the boats, but without doing any execution. 
After tiie boats reached the priTateer, she stood 
over to the Scotch side, and aa lai^ columns of 
smoke have been seen on the Scotch shore this 
afternoon, it is feared he has done some mischief 
there." ^ 

Having reached the Scotch shore, Jones landed 
about noon on St. Mary's Isk, "with one boat 
only and a very small party." Hoe was the estate 
of the Eari of Selkirk, very near Jones's birth- 
place. The plan was to seize the earl and carry 
him to France, to serve as a hostage for the better 
treatment of American prisoners in England or to 
secure the release of a number of them in exchange. 
Unfortunately for the success of tiie project, Sel- 
kirk was absent. The o£Qcers and men with Jones, 
who thus far had had little prospect of prize money, 
now demanded the privil^^ of bringing away some 
boo^ from the estate. The nuds of the British in 
America, in which private property was not re- 
Bpeoted, were fresh in t^r minds. J<me8 miwiU- 
ingly consented that they might demand and take 
such of the fomily plate as might be delivered to 
them. This was done, the men behaving in an or- 
derly manner and not entering the house. Jones 
afterwards purchased this plate, worth several hna- 
dred pounds, at his own e^>en86, and restored it to 

1 LondM Ctnmfcb, April 30, 1718. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



34S NATAL BISTORT OF THE BGTOLUTION 
SeUd^ from vhom he reoenred fall acknowledg- 

ment.i 

Tlie week's oraise in the Irish Sea ended with a 
notable event in our early naval history, which 
Jones relates in his letter to the conunissicoien at 
Paris. "On Hie morning of the 24th I was i^ain 
off CarricMergns and would hare gone in had I not 
seen the Drake prepanng to come oat. It was very 
moderate and the Drake's boat was sent oat to re> 
oonnoitre the Baager. As the boot adranoed I kept 
the ship's st^n ditectty towards her and, thoi^h 
they had a spy glass iU' the boat, t^y came on 
within bail and alongside. When the officer came 
on the qoarter-deok be was greatly surprised to find 
himself a prisoner, although an express had arrived 
from Whitehaven the night before. I now under- 
stood what I had before imagined, that the Drake 
eame oat, in oonsequence of this informatioa, with 
volunteers against Uie Banger. The (^cer told me 
also that thc^ had taken np tlie Banger's anchor. 
The Drake was attended by five small Teasels full 
of people who were led by ouritwity to see an en- 
gagement. Bat when they saw the Drake's boat at 
the Banger's stem they wisely put back. Alarm 
smokes now appeared in great abundance, extend- 
ing along on both sides of the channeL The tide 
was unfavorable, so tliat the Drake worked out but 
slowly. This obliged me to ran down several times 
and to lay with courses up and main-topsail to the 
1 BherbarM, 18, 61-68. 
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maet At length the Drake weathered the point 
and, having led her out to abont mid-channel, I 
suffered her to come within haJL The Drake hoisted 
English colors and at the same instant the Ameri- 
can stars were displayed on board the Banger. I 
expected that iprefaee had been now at an end, bat 
the enemy soon after huled, demanding what ship 
it was ? I directed the master to aijswer, ' the Ameri- 
can Continental ship Ranger, that we traited for 
them and desired that they woold come on; the sun 
was now little moxe than an hour from setting, it 
was therefore time to begin.' The Drake being 
astern of the Banger, I ordered the helm up and 
gave her the first broadside. The action was warm, 
close, and obstinate. It lasted an hour and four 
minutes, when the enemy called for quarters, her 
fore and main-topsail yards being both cut away 
and down on the cap, the topgallant yard and mizen- 
gafE both banging up and down along the mast, the 
sectmd ensign which they had hoisted shot away 
and hanging on the quarter-gallery in the water, 
the jib shot away and hanging in the water, her 
sails and rigging entirely eat to pieces, her masts 
and yards all wounded, and her hull also veiy much 
galled. I lost only Lieutenant WaUingsford and one 
seaman, John Dougall, killed, and six wounded, 
among whom are the gunner, Mr. Falls, and Mr. 
Powers, a midshipman, who lost his arm. One of 
the wounded, Kathaniel Wills, is since dead ; the 
rest will recover ." ^ Jones estimated the British loss 
> Skerbanti, 4S, 49. 
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at forty-two killed and vormded, but it was proba- 
bly less ; the captain was killed and the lieutenant 
mortally wounded. 

^Die Drake's armament consisted of twenty fonr- 
pouuders, the Banger's ot. eighteen stz-ponnders. 
Aooording to different accounts, the Drake's crew 
numbered one hundred and fifty to one hundred 
and ninety and was probaUy little in excess of 
the lower figure. It consisted partly oi volunteers 
and raw recruits and the ship had only one lieuten- 
ant. On the whole she does not appear to have been 
well prepared for battle. The Sanger also was at a 
disadvantage, her crew of one hondred and twenty- 
three being at this time in a dissatisfied and even 
mutinous state of mind, under the influence of 
&B first lieutenant, Thomas Simpson.^ While the 
Banger's capture of a vessel of inferior force oould 
hardly be regarded as a remarkable achievement, it 
was still highly satisfactory to have taken a regular 
man-of-war of the enemy in his own waters. 

The day after the battle both ships were em- 
ployed in rqmring injuries. A brigantine was cap- 
tured at this time. When ready to sail, the Banger 
and Drake passed out to sea by tiie North Channel, 
owing to a shift of the'wind, and returned to Brest 
by-way of the west coast of Ireland. May 6, Lieu- 
tenant Simpson, in conmumd of the Drake, having 
disregarded the Banger's signals, was put under 
arrest by Jones for disobedience of orders. Both 
• Sherbane, iS; Sands, 06; Scribner't Mag., Jnlj, 1888, 
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Teasels arrived safely at Brest May 8. An Ameri- 
can at that place, writing home, Bays : "It was a 
pleasure to see the English flag flying under the 
American stars and stripes."' Abont two hundred 
British prisonra« were confined on the Drake, await- 
ing exchange. Meanwhile six British men-of-war 
had been ordered to cruise for the Hanger in St. 
George's Channel, and it was reported in England 
that both she and the Drake had been captured by 
a British frigate.^ 

The arrest of Simpson was the ontoome of an 
unfortunate state of affairs on board the Ranger. 
For a number of reasons there had been discontent 
among the crew, which had been encouraged hy 
Simpson, who, it was chained by Jones, had gone 
so far as to incite mu^y before the batUe with the 
Drake, when Jones had intended to go in and at- 
tack that -vessel, if she had not come out. Accord- 
ing to J<mes, Simpson on that occasion " held np 
to the orew that being Americans fighting for lib- 
erty, the voice of the people should be taken before 
the Captain's orders were obeyed " ; ' and the cap- 
tain says that if the capture of the Drake's boat 
had not brought about a change in the men's tem- 
per, a dangerous mutiny might have been the result 
Jones also held Simpson in some degree responsible 
for the failure of his plans at Whitehaven. Simp- 
1 Borion OatetU, July 6, IT78. 

* Wiarton, ii, 581, S82 ; Sherburne, 63; London Chronicle, Ma; 
2, 6, 9, 14, 1TJ8. 

• iSowfi, 05. 
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Bon having come ont from America in the Banger, 
with the expectation of taking command npon Jones 
being ^ven a larger ship, was diasatisGed. He was 
popolar with the crew ; whereas Jones, owing to hia 
severe discipline, to his violent temper, and perhaps 
to other personal traits, and partly to his indiffer- 
ence to prize money, was disliked by his men. This 
was particnlarly unfortunate because ondeeerved, 
for in his letters be shows cotistant solicitude tor 
their interests. The American Commissioners in 
Paris, lacking authority, were oUiged to refuse pay- 
ment cm Jones's drafts for the duly support and 
Bustraance of his crew, which caused him great an- 
nc^anoe. They also regretted Simpson's arrest, 
especially as there were not enongh American of- 
ficers in Europe to convene a court-martial, and it 
would be necessary to send him to America for 
trial. The result was that, with the approval of 
Jcmes, though he afterwards repented it, Simpson 
was r^eased from custody and pat in command of 
the Banger. Surgeon Crreen says in his diaiy, July 
27 : " This day Thomas Simpson, Esqr. oame on 
board with orders to take command d the Banger, 
to the joy and satisfaction of the whole Slups cran- 
pany." Not long after this the Banger suled tor 
America.' 

The frigate Boston, Capt^ Samnd Tucker, early 
in February, 1778, was anchored in Naatasket 
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Boada. William Jennison, lieutenant of marines, 
reoordB in Ub journal, February 13, that "Capt. 
Tucker went to Brainttee in his Barge and brought 
the Honble John Adams and suite on board." ^ 
This distinguished passenger had been appointed 
oommissioDer to France in place of Silas Deane ; he 
had vith him his son John Quinoy Adams, then 
eleven years old. February IS the frigate sailed 
with a wind from the west southwest ; on the 20th 
it began to blow. " A olap of thunder with sharp 
lightning broke upon the m^mast just above the 
upper moulding, which burnt several of the men on 
deck. A most terrible night. The capt^ of the 
mainmast was struck with the lightning, which burnt 
a place on the top of his head about the bigness of 
a Quarter Dollar — he lived three days and died 
raving mad."^ Meanwhile the Boston was being 
chased 1^ a British thirty-six-gnn frigate, but for- 
tunately escaped. " Capt Tuoker had instructions 
not to risque the -ship in any way that might en- 
danger Mr. Adams, and was ordered to land him 
safe in France or Spain."* Moreover the ship was 
short-handed. March 10, "at 11 A.M. discovered 
a vessel to windward ; gave chase and came along- 
side at noon. She fired three guns at us, one of 
whid) carried away onr mizen yard. We returned 
a few shots and hoisted American colors, upon which 

1 F«nn. Mag. Eut. and Biogr., April, 1801. 

* Rid. Thii oaiiultj it not nwatioiwd in the ahip's log; 

• Bid. 
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she Btmok her colors. Our hoats were gat out im- 
mediately, hut a heavy squall prevented them get 
ting to the ship before they had thrown oTerhoitrd 
the mail, which annk not more than a boat's hook 
length before our boats reached the ship. She was 
named the Martha, carried 16 nine pounders and 
yna . . . bound from tiie Thames'for New York." l 
Hezekiah Welch, one of the frigate's lieutenants, 
was put on board the Martha as prize-master and she 
was sent back to Boston. Aooording to the invoice 
her oai^ was worth ninety-seven thousand pounds 
sterling. Tucker wrote to the Navy Board of the 
Eastern District : " I hope to pay for the Boston, 
as I told your honnours before Sailing. I am bat 
Poorly mand to my Sorrow ; I dare not attack a 
20 gun Ship." ' A few days after the capture of 
tiie Martha, the first lieutenant of the Boston, 
William Banon, was fatally injured by the burst- 
ing of a gun. After a very stormy passage the frig- 
ate anchored in the Giaronne River, March 31, and 
the next day went ap to within three miles of 
Bordeaux.' 

After careening and thoroughly refitting lus ship 
and enlisting a number of Frenchmen for his crew, 
which required several weeks. Captain Tucker 
dropped down the river. On June 6, the Boston 
saOed in company with a French frigate and a fleet 

> Jfwa. Mag., April, 1891. • Tuektr V88., Man* H, 1778. 
■ Life <f Tudur, oh. It, u>d kppeudix, log of the B««toii ; Ar- 
tidoa de la iiariat, B< U. 
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of merchantmen. Slie then made a short cruise in 
the Bay of Biscay and along the French coast, dur^ 
ing which four prizes were taken. The Boston went 
into L'Orient July 8 and remained nearly a month. 
Tucker had trouble with hie crew ; June 1 9 he wrote 
to the Navy Board that the sitnation with respect 
to his people was very disagreeable and had been 
since he left Boston, and that there had been " a 
Consparicy carried to a great Length, but fort- 
unately disoovered it the day before sailing from 
Bonrdeauz, which I wrote the Honble Commissioners 
at Paris. I had the Confederates of Bourdeanx im- 
prisoned and believe they will be Banished if not 
hong." • A spirit of insubordinaHou persisted to 
some extent, and Joly 28, Tucker ordered one of the 
crew " to be brought to the gangway and receive 
twelve stripes on his naked back. His crime was 
talking among the people and making them believe 
that the officers on board had embezzled some part 
of the prizes, cargo, and other abuse." ^ Meanwhile 
forty'-seven of the French s^ors enlisted at Bordeaux 
had been arbitrarily taken out of the ship by a 
French general at L'Orient. The prisoners taken 
in the prizes also became restless, and on learning 
that an uprising among them was being planned, 
Tucker ordered twenty-three of them to be pot in 
irons. The first of these recent prizes of the Boston 
having been sent to America, the other three were 

> Tucker MS8. 

^ Taektr, 803, Inie °^ t^ Boston. 
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sold at L'Orient. August 1 tlie Boston saOed, and 

on the Sd aaoliored at St. Nazuie.^ 

The frigate Fioridenoe, Captain WMi^de, was 
then at Paimbcenf, and a few days later oame dovm 
the river and joined the Boston. The Proridenoe, 
after escaping front the bloehade of Narragansett 
Bay' May 1, sailed directly for Fnmoe, arriTing at 
PumbcBof on the 80th ; she was to procore guns 
lor Continental ressels under construction. On the 
voyage she captured a prize whioh was recaptured 
and then agun taken by a French ship. August 8 
the Frovid^ice and Boston with a small convoy, 
vitli Whipple in command, sailed for Brest, where 
they arrived in six days and found Qte Banger. 
There was also a large Frenchfleetat Brest. Angost 
22 Hia Froridenoe, Boston, and Banger sailed for 
America. September 26 they were on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, and on the 15tb of October tbey 
arrived at Portsmouth, having taken ibiee prises 
tm the pasB^e from France.' 

The Continental cutter Revenge, Captain Con- 
yngham, cruised with success during 17T8, usually 
out of Spanish ports. The Spanish people were 

> liidKr, «h. T, and sppandix ; Adam* MSS^ AprS 10, 11, 28, 
1TT8; IWbr MSB., Jaly 3, T, 12, 18, 1778. 

■ 8m aboTB, p. 306. 

' TiKktr, sh. T, and ^tpendiz ; ArMvtt da la Marint, B' 4S9 
Oatter of WhipiOe, Maj SI, 1778) ; Vor. Com. Leittr Boot, 1S7, 
109 (June 10, 19, 1778) ; TWJw MSS., Aoffnit 24, Saptambei 16, 
1778; Oraniu ifiniCUy,N(n«iiib«r, 1881, log of the Banger; BoitM 
GaiMt, Ostobep S, NorambtT 2, 1778; Botton FoMt, Ootobw 24> 
1778. 
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generally friendly to the American cause and treated 
with hospitality the yessels which visited their ports. 
Early in the year the Bevenge sailed from Klbao 
and cruised to the Sjraits of Gilmiltar and in the 
Mediterranean, tahiug several prizes. Her arrival 
in Cadiz is mentioned by an ofGcer on the British 
ship Monarch, who complains of the unfriendly 
feeling of the Spaniards towards Uie English. The 
Monarch sent a boat ashore " to get what is termed 
product," but was nnsnocessful ; it was refused many 
times. " Judge oi the situation of our spirited com- 
mander, who is a true British seaman, when durii^ 
the time we lay there — seven days being detained 
by the wind — we had the mortification to see the 
usual honours paid to two Dutch frigates and above 
all to the Itevenge, American privateer commanded 
by Cunningham, who came swa^ering in vrith 
his thirteen stripes, saluted the Spanish Admiral, 
had it returned and immediately got product, the 
Spaniards themselves carrying on board wood, water, 
fruit and fresh provisions ; all which we were eye 
witnesses of, as she anchored directly under our 
stem, within two cables length."' There were eleven 
other American vessels lying in Cadiz at Uiis time. 
Conyngham relates an imndeut not mentioned in 
the En^^ish officer's letter. " An English ship of 
the Line & two frigatts were laying in Cadiz on 
our arrival ; in their usual & diabdick mode of Waiv 
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taae had determined in the Night by their boats to 
set the revenge on fire. A Good frenoh man on 
board one c^ them Gare notice to the french Consul 
of their designe, who advised na of. Conseqaently 
waa prepared for them, they did appeare in the 
dead of the night, bnt took Care to Keep their dis- 
tance ; the Spanish admirall had thiss notice & he 
politely offered a 74 Gun ship to protect ns. We 
acknowledge the favor, bnt was noways appreheng- 
ive of any danger ; to the Contrary it was onr wish 
they would make the Attempt." ^ 

The Hevenge returned to the north of Spain and 
went into FerroL She fitted out there and then 
cruised among the Azores and Canaiy IslandB, tak- 
ing several prizes, some of which were destroyed 
and otbeta sent to American or to European ports. 
"Those seaa covered by British Crozers of every 
des^niption and [with] orders from thrar Govermt 
to fdlow the revenge into any harbour she might 
be in & destroy her." Conyngham then returned 
to Cornua, but found the Spanish less hospitable ; 
the protection <A the government had been with- 
drawn. This, Conyngham says, was due to British 
influence at court. He was allowed to refit at a 
small neighboring port, however, and then sailed 
for the West Indies.^ 

About the end of September, which was perhaps 

^ Ptm. Mag. Hiii. and Biogr., ZtavMxj, 1899, CiiDTiiKham'i 
Hid. 
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a litUe before CoDyngham returned to Coruiia t^r 
liis omise among the Western Islands, the privateer 
Vengeance arriTed at that place. The Vengeanoe 
wae a twenty-gnn biig from Newboryport oom- 
manded by Captain Newman ; she sailed from Cape 
Ann August 16. Abont two weeks after leaving 
port the Vengeanoe ran into a West India fleet and 
was chased oat agtun l^ two frigates. ** On the 17th 
of September," says Captain Newman, " in Latt. 
49 N. and Long. 20 West, fell in with the Ship 
Harriot Packet, of sixteen gnns and fort^'A've men, 
Gapt. Sampson Spragne, from Falmonth bound to 
New York, vhioh, after a small resistance, struck. 
I man'd her and ordered her for Newbnry-Port. 
And on the 21st of Hie same month fell in with the 
Snow Eagle Packet, from New York bound to Fal- 
mouth, Commanded by Edward Spence, mounting 
fourteen carriage guns and sixty men including some 
officers of the British army, which, after an engage- 
ment <tf about twen^ minutes, was obliged to strike 
to us, whioh I likewise ordered for Newbuiy-Port. 
Col. Howard of the 1st Raiment of Ouarda was 
killed and several other officers, and a number 
wounded. Imoky for me, not one man killed or 
wounded except myself, by a musket ball in my 
thigh. . . . Among the passengers was four Colo- 
nels, three Majors, one Comet of dragoons. . . . 
I have delivered my prisonera to the British Com- 
missary residing here, taking his recdpt for tiiesame, 
obligating him to return a like number of Amen- 
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oanprironerBofequalrank."! This letter -was dated 
October 4 at Coruna. Possibly the feeling aroased 
over the airiTal of these priscmers of rank in the 
British army and protests made to the Spanish gor- 
emment may have bad something to do with Con- 
yngham's inhospitable reception abont the same 
time.* 

Up to tbe time of her amTal in the West Indies, 
the Bevenge, aeoording to a letter from Martinique 
dated December 10, bad captnred sixty British ves- 
sels, twenty-seven of which were sent into port and 
thirty-three sunk or burned. She croised several 
weeks out of Martinique among the Windward Is- 
lands. Conyngham received instnictioiu, October 26, 
from William Bingham, the American naval ag^it 
in the West Indies. A month later Bin^^iam wrote 
to Conyngham : ** Am the defensive ALtiance entered 
into between France & t^e United States of Amer- 
ica wiU point oat to yon one Common Object as the 
Motive that oar Conduct is mutually to be rega- 
lated 1^ that of annoying and circumventing the 
Designs of the Knemy, I must seriously recommend 
to yon not to lose sight of it." He was to be on the 
lookont for D'Estaing, expected soon to arrive in 
the West Indies from America ; and also for " a 
Frigate with Transports under her Convoy of a 

1 Boitm Poa, Jannar; 9, 1779. 

■ Button OatetU, Jammr 11, 1779; Mn-. Com. LelUr Bock,ZStl 
<Aiigiut 16, 17T0) ; Hut Mmi. Com., Amtt. X88. in Sof<il lMt.,1, 
S07 (Ootabm 1, 1778, 4ealai*ti<ni of Brilith onuol it Corana m to 
N«winui's fslMneif). 
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great Kumber of Troops from France," and acquaint 
tliem, as far aa possible, with the mOTements of the 
British fleet. A set of French signals was furnished 
him. "Another grand object that must attract yonr 
attention is the endeavooring to capture some of 
the Transports that have sidled from New York 
bound for the English West India Islands. It ap- 
pears that they have suffered by a Grale of wind & 
have lost their Convoy, so that perhaps they will 
fall an easy Prey. No recampense could requite the 
aerrieee yon would render your Country by captur- 
ing some of those that have Troops on board, as it 
might perhaps hinder the success of any of their 
operations in these Seas."' The Revenge made 
several prizes in the West Indies, induding two 
British privateers, and had an engagement vrith a 
twenty.eight-gun cntter. This cmise continned until 
midwinter.' 

The Continental navy, already greatly reduced, 
vras further depleted in the year 1778 by the loss 
of the frigates Washington, Effingham, Eandolph, 
Virginia, and Raleigh, and the Alfred, Columbus, 
Independence, and Resistance. Of the original thir- 
teen frigates there now remained only the Boston, 
Warren, Providence, and Trumbull. Among the 
ships lost before they had ever been in secvice must 

1 MS. Laur, No*ember 29, ITIi 

3 Pmn. Mag. Hin. and Butgr., Jtaaaij, ISQQ ; Bottom OazMe, 
Fsbnui? 16, ITIB. 
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be oonnted the fine large frigate Indian, wluch passed 
from the American to the French flag. To replace 
these severe losses the frigates Deane and Queen 
of Frauoe, the sloop of war General Grates, and the 
prize schooner Pigot had been added to the navy ; 
also a brigautine called the Retaliation, whose ser^ 
vice seems to have been brief and uneventful. The 
frigate Alliance might be indoded in tiie list, but 
she did not omise until the following year. The 
frigates Warren and Frovidenoe had begun their 
active omeers daring the year 1778, and concern- 
ing two frigates built in Connecticut a letter of 
William Yemon, written December 17 to John 
Adams, says: "The ship building at Xorwioh is 
given to Capt Seth Harding and call'd the Confed- 
erate, near ready to sail ; she is a fine Frigate, it is 
said exceeds the Alliance if possible. Hie Trumbnl 
remwns in Connecticut River, perhaps may never 
be got out, unless Camels are built to cany her out." 
In regard to the America, Admiral Howe had 
written in March : " Aocording to the latest Infor> 
mation obtained from some of the well-affected In- 
habitants in the New England Provinces, the Two- 
decked Ship building at Portsmouth is not expected 
to be finished before the Autumn." The America 
bad to wut mneh longer than that for her comple- 
tion. If to the vessels here mentioned as ready far 
serrioe we add the sloop Providence, the Ranger and 
the Revenge, the list of the Continental navy in 
oonunission at the end of 1778 is full. The prize 
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sloop of war Drake would have beeo a valuable 
craiser and might havQ 1>een acqnired for tbe Con- 
tinental service, but was not, probably owing to 
lack of available funds and of authority on die part 
of tbe American Commissioners at Paris.' 

The navy theref(»e showed a gradual falling 
away, and its conditdon at tbe end of the year 1778 
was by no means satisfaetory. Tbe state navies also 
seemed to be steadily dwindling. Privateering, how- 
ever, continued active, and British commerce suf- 
fered severely from American enterprise of this 
kind. The Continental Congress issued one hun- 
dred and twen^-nine commissions to privateers in 
1778, an increase of sixty over the previous year, 
and doubtless large numbers continued to be com- 
missioned by the different states.^ 

At the beginoing of 1778 the British navy com- 
prised three hundred and ninety-nine vessels of all 
dasses, of wluoh two hundred and seventy-four 
were in conuuisrion ; a year later tbe figures were 
four hundred and thirty-two and three hundred and 
seventeen respective^.' Eighty-nine vessels were on 
tbe North American station in January, and the 
same number in September, but tbe fleets on these 
two dates were differently conatitnted. Nearly half 
the first were frigates and fifteen were ships monnt- 

I PaMaiH, 616, 617 ; Puif. £. Z .But. Sdc. Tiii, 256 ; Brt(. .^n. 
Btc, A. D. 48S, Ni>. 66, Ifaroh IS, 1778. 
* Navai BeMrdi<aaUiidBr), 217-49S,litt of CoDtineutal lett«n 

■ Bannay, ii, 21L 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



3H NAVAL BISTORT OF THE BETOLUTION 
ing uxty-fonr, fifty, or forty-foor gtuu ; the Sep- 
tember fleet, which inoladed Byton's sqaadion, 
oontuDed fewer frigatea, but seTen seven^-foars, 
six uxty-foon, fire fifties, and three forty-foun.^ 
There were aJso about fifteen Tessels at Newfoond- 
hind and thirty or forty in the West Indies. The 
total force of the navy in men was sixty thousand.* 
A list of New York privateers, September 8, 1778, 
to March 8, 1779, contains one hundred and twenty- 
Information in regard to captures and losses is 
scanty and unsatisfactory, and the few available lists 
and figures are doubtless inaccurate and iacomplete ; 
and estimates are perhaps sometimes exaggerated. 
The Continental navy made fewer captures than in 
the previous year, while presumably the privateers 
made more. According to one calculation, made in 
February, 1778, they had then taken seven hun- 
dred and thirty-nine British vessels nnoe the be- 
ginnii^ of the war. Another estimate places the 
British loss for the year at three hundred and sixty- 
four, of which eigh^-seven were recaptured or ran- 
somed; but this list includes captures by the 
French, According to the same authority the British 
took two hundred and forty-eight vessels from their 
enemies. A contemporary newspaper gives a list 
of two hundred and twenty-two American vessels 

1 BrU. Adm. Bee., A. D. 488, Jumtuy 5, September II, 1778, 
DupoeitioD of Sa Majeaty'a Sliipi aod ToMolt in Korth Aineriok. 

* Satmay, ii, 212 j Bduaditrg, i, 440^ iy, SO-SB ; Almoti, rii, 249. 
a MSB., xziii, 110. 
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o^tored on the West Indian station within a few 
weeks. Another list, that of American vesseb taken 
on the North American station between October, 
1777, and April, 1778, contuns only five names ; 
while between May, 1778, and February, 1779, 
seventy-nine prizes were brought in by New York 
privateera.1 

> HawW]r,ii,2aOiCZ«KW,iii,SB6;2xm<{onClirDiuBl«,Sap(«mbai 
17, NoTambaE 7, 177B; Alnen,ya, 190; BrU-Adm. B*e.,A.Il. 
^5, No. 67, April 23, 1776. Urt of tmmO* adzMl or dMtroTtd abtM 
Oatobra 26, 1777 ; A. D. 4S9, No. 27, Fahnury 27, 1778. 
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